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Peefaoe. 



rriHE time was when the publication of a book was a 
-*- notable event, and only men of great ability were 
expected to become authors. Now, however, the facili- 
ties for book-making are so multiplied, and the popular 
taste for reading so developed, that the annual crop of 
books is looked for with as much regularity as the crop 
of corn. But as in agriculture, so in book-making, the 
fondest hopes are sometimes cut short by dn " untimely 
frost." It has been said by some one that " an author, 
like a fat man in a crowd, must elbow others out of the 
way to make room for himself." Not being a fat man, 
and now within four years of four-score, I can not jostle 
much with others in the crowd. A half century spent 
mostly upon horseback, traversing large circuits and 
districts in the States of Ohio, Virginia, Kentucky, 
Pennsylvania, Indiana, and Illinois, has brought me in 
contact with most of the men and measures that have 

molded the institutions, and gathered the membership 
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of the Methodist Episcopal Church on this contineut, 
and which have sent its streams of influence to Europe, 
Asia, and Africa. From the etore-house of mj memory 
I have endeavored to record some things which I 
thought would be of interest tfl the present generation, 
and of value to the future historiaJi. I have also ven- 
tured some opinions in regard to men and measures, 
and some counsels to ministers and laymen. I am con- 
scious of the decay of memory, and, doubtless, other 
powers of mind, leas observed by myself thafi others, 
are failing also; hence it becomes me to ask forbear- 
ance for whatever errors may be found in my book, c<m- 
sequent upon the infirmities of age. I have never kept 
an extensive journal, and only the brief notes of mj 
circuit "diaries" to prompt my memory. The book, 
such as it is, has been called out by the partiality of mj 
friends, and I doubt not they will treat it with the sama 
courtesy that they have so long extended to its author. 

At the close of my fflieth year in the regular work, 
in obedience to a request of my Conference, I delivered 
a semi-centennial sermon before that body. My breth- 
ren had the kindness to spread the following upon their 
journal : 

" liaohrd, Th«t having beard with iDni^h pleasnre, and, w« 
IrutI, with proflt, thn irtj internsllng and iniitnictivr (emi-o«Rten> 
nUI aermon, dnlivniwd this A^J bnfore the Conrcrenc^, bj our r«n* 
cmble Bod beli>T«d brotti«r, John Stewart, we dn hereby vcrjr m> 
•poctfuUj' nrqui-it him lo have It puLiUnhed, in tac\\ (arm ai bo tamj 
think best, fur our b«n«lit, u w 
WBM not procot at tiJi dnltTerjr. 



I for llie iiilervni or ihoM wha 
B N. Spjtm." 
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This was followed up by solicitations from my friends 
that I would prepare and publish an autobiography. 
After a good deal of hesitation I have yielded to that 
solicitation, and here is the result of my effort. 

I have given the names of those admitted on trial 
into the Ohio Conference from the year 1816 to the year 
1866, a period of fifty years. I have also given the 
names and brief biographical notices of those of her 
members that have fallen in death during that period. 
This arrangement gives somewhat of a monotonous be- 
ginning to the several chapters, but will be convenient 
for reference. Though I have expressed my views fully 
of the characteristics of my colleagues and presiding 
elders, and the many preachers who have been associated 
with me during the years of my pastorate and presiding 
eldership, yet I have been so fortunate in these associa- 
tions, that there have been very few of them of whom 
I found it necessary to say aught but good. 

If my book shall meet the reasonable expectations of 
my friends, and above all if it shall be made a blessing 
to others after I shall have gone to join my comrades 
in the Church above, I shall not have labored or prayed 
in vain. 

THE AUTHOR. 
Monroe, Wis., June 10, 1870. 
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HIGHWAYS AND HEDGES: 

OR, 

Fifty Years of Western Methodism. 



CHAPTER I. 

BIRTH AND EARLY LIFE. 

I WAS born in Sussex county, New Jersey, June 8, 1795. 
My ancestors, on my father's side, were of Scotch origin. 
My great-grandfather, Daniel Stewart, emigrated to Amer- 
ica at an early day, and settled in Litchfield, Connecticut. 
My father, Daniel Stewart, was born November, 1762, in 
liitchfield, Connecticut. Before he had reached his major- 
ity the Revolutionary War broke out. He warmly espoused 
the cause of the struggling colonies, and offered himself for 
the service. He was accepted, but being too young for the 
ranks was put in charge of a wagon. His position was one 
of hardship and danger, but he endured cheerfully, and had 
the pleasure of li\^ing to see the country that he had as- 
sisted in wresting from British domination taking a front 
rank in the great brotherhood of nations. He married 
Miss Ruth Fulford, and settled in Sussex county. New 
Jersey. About the beginning of the present century he 
formed the acquaintance of a man who owned a large tract 

of land in the valley of the Hockhocking, in the then wilds 
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16 HIGHWAYS AND HEDGES, 

of the Ohio Territory. The m»n was very aniious to dis- 
pose of the property, and my father purchased it, and 
determined to emigrate to that place and open a farm. One 
of his hrothers, Archelaus Stewart, determined to accom- 
pany hitn. The two families commenced making tbeir 
arrangements. My father sold off bis personal property at 
puhlic auction, and as he was compelled to give a credit to 
the purchasers, he remoyed his family to New York city 
and engaged in temporary business. When the sale notei 
were due we returned to Susses, closed up the bnainese, 
made a short visit among old friends, and then set out npon 
the long journey. Kind neighbors bid ub good-bj with 
many tears, and shuddered in view of the hardships we 
were to encounter on tbe Journey and afler we should reach 
our destination. We bad two wagons and five borses. In 
view of difficult roads and the amount of our load, it was 
neeeesary that some of tbe company should walk most of th« 
time. Though only seven yenrs old, I walked almost the 
entire journey. At the difficult mountain ascents w» 
doubled teams, and thus, though our progress was slow it 
was sure. After more than a month of weary marching w« 
caught our first view of the beautiful Ohio River it 
Wheeling. We purchased of Mr. Pahuer, wbo kept th« 
ferry at Wheeling, an old ferry-boat. One of tbe ftrtj 
took the horses through by land. We packed the goodi 
on the boat and floated down the river. The scenery «u 
wild, but beautiful and exciting. As we were floating qui- 
etly along one day, one of our company saw an obj«ot 
reclining on the limb of a tree which overhung tbe water. 
A closer inspection revealed tbe faut that it was a fang* 
bear Insily enjoying the dunsbine. With a trusty rifle in 
band, one of the party landed and soon brought old brmu 
down with a deadly (hot. When we reached tbe tnoaih of 
the Hockbncktng w« landed, and afliir providing onraelTM 
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with suitable barge-poles, commenced the laborious work of 
poling our boat and cargo up that stream to the place of 
our destination. The knowledge of the fact that we were 
so near to our new home inspired us all with fresh courage, 
and we worked with a will. The first day of January, 
1803, we tied up our boat at the mouth of Federal Creek, 
and were made welcome to the hospitalities of the log cabin 
of George Barris. The land which my father owned was 
in this immediate vicinity, and with his usual promptness 
and enterprise, he gathered a sufficient force to put up with 
great dispatch quite a pretentious cabin for those days. I 
shall not indulge in many reminiscences of those pioneer 
days at present, as I shall have occasion to refer to them 
frequently as I progress with my narrative. Though we 
were in the dense forest, where the wild whoop of tho 
Indian was a more familiar sound than that of the church- 
going bell, yet we were at home, and we addressed ourselves 
to the task of making that home as attractive as possible. 
My uncle built his cabin a few miles further up the river. 
The settlers were few and far between, and school and 
Church privileges far away. My father and his brother and 
their wives were the only Methodists within the bounds of 
what now constitutes Athens county. They acknowledged 
God, and erected the family altar in their houses. They 
also met regularly at my father's house on the Sabbath- 
day, at twelve o'clock, to worship God publicly. The serv- 
ice consisted of singing, prayer, and the reading of one of 
Mr. Wesley's sermons. In view of seniority and superior 
education, my father usually read the sermons. Though 
they enjoyed times of refreshing at these family gatherings, 
and realized the faithfulness of God's promises to two or 
three gathered together, yet they longed for the ministra- 
tion of the Word from God's living ministers. In the 

course of time my father learned that there was Methodist 
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circuit picaciiing at or near Rev. Reeee Wolfs, lliree miles 
above Farkcrsburg, Va., a distance of twenty-tlivce miles 
froili our house. My fattier went, found that preaching- 
place, hauded iu his letter, aud attended the aerviee, mak- 
ing the journey of forty-sii miles each time with niore 
of fidelity than many professors attend religious duty who 
live within a stone'a throw of the house of God. It ' 
iDi practicable, however, for the fiitnllies to atteud, aiid at 
length, by earnest eolicitation, the preachers consented to 
make a tour of ohaervutiou up the valley of Hockliock- 
ing. Jacob Young, then a eiugle miin, in the vigor sod 
ambition of early life, led the way. The scattering pioneers 
received him so gladly, that he determined to eipnud the 
already enormous boundaries of the Little Kanawha circuit 
to embrace these Ohio ueighborhoods. Rev. Geo. C. Light, 
the junior preacher followed in his turn, and the result was 
the establishment of several classes. The first was organ- 
ised at my father's house, and comprised six members, 
namely: Daniel Stewnrt, Buth Stewart, Archelaus Stewart, 
Lydia Stewart, William I'ilchcr, and Letla Pilcher. Nal 
long afterward Harrison Long and Lydia Long, Job Ruler 
and wife, parents of the Rutcr family, brother and sister 
Case, Rev, John and Pnluce Green, and othen>, were added 
to the class. Another cl.-iss was organiied in what was then 
called Suuthlown— now called Alexander — about sis nilu 
south of where Athens now stands. Tho^e pioneer socie- 
ties Btill live, and they who planted thvm and they who 
were the original members of ihcm live also, but not on 
oarth — the pioneer prcaehcm aud the pioneer mumhitra u« 
DOW anfo nt home. 

My fulher had a large family — nine sons and five daagh- 
lers. He opened up a large farm on heavily -timbered land, 
and educating bia ftunily to habits of industry and economy, 
accumulated a large properly. Durin;; uuru ihau aizljr 
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years of membership in the Methodist Church, I never 
knew him to omit family prayers, morning or evening. He 
usually had a good many hands about him, but it mattered 
not what was the press of business or who were present, ho 
neither omitted or abridged the service. He read a chap- 
ter — usually in course — sang a hymn, and offered prayer. 
For many years the regular preaching was on week days. 
He gave all his hired help privilege to attend, without any 
deduction from their day's wages. My mother died in 1839. 
She was a strong-minded, kind-hearted, noble. Christian 
woman, having been a faithful member of the Methodist 
Church about fifty years. My father married again in his 
eightieth year. The woman that he selected, Mrs. Lovioa 
Willard, was an excellent Christian woman, and they lived 
together some sixteen years, being a great help and comfort 
to each other. During the last years of my father's life he 
was nearly blind and unable to kneel, but his wife would 
read the chapter and then read a hymn, after which she 
would kneel down, and father would lead in prayer, sitting in 
his chair, or call on his companion, or the hired girl, if a 
Christian, or any praying visitor -who might chance to be 
present. This punctuality in the maintenance of the exer- 
cises of religion in the family had a salutary influence on 
the whole household. All of my brothers and sisters em- 
braced religion in early life, and the most of them made a 
permanent home in the visible Church. In his ninety-sev- 
enth year my father fell asleep in Jesus, and about one 
year afterward my step-mother was called to her rest, in 
the eightieth year of her age. 

As my father's house was a home for the traveling 
preachers and the preaching-place, I was early brought 
under the influence of their public and private teaching. 
The Holy Spirit strove with me, and deeply convicted me 
of the necessity of a change of heart. I often commenced 
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seeking it, and ofwti gave up seeking it, aa I passed up from 
childhood to maaliood. The veatraintH tlirowo aronnd mo 
were ao numerous and strong that I waa kept from running 
into open wickedness. I was kept nitliiii the hounds of 
what the superficial o? this world call morality; but in mj 
most oarelcss state I never thought that morality would 
eave me. When I was about twenty years of age the 
Spirit uatled me again with great earnestness, and I deter- 
mined, not without a. severe straggle of mind, to gire up the 
amusements which so engrossed the young, aud enter upon 
the work of seeking my soul's aulvation with full purpose- 
of heart. I sought the Lord by day and by night, read 
the Scriptures much, spent much time in i^ecret prayer, and 
rcoliacd that though I waa doing the work of repcntanos 
and faith, the work waa delightful to me in some respccta 
though paiul'ul in others. I was distressed with the re- 
membrance of Diy long procrastination, but comforted with 
the assurance tiiat I was now honestly and earnestly seek- 
ing God. Aner ECveral months of eeekiug, it occurred to 
me that I might find helps in the Church that would be of 
value tt) Die. On one ocoaaion I remained for the class-meet- 
ing after preaching. Before the preacher commenced to lead 
it, he asked the leader if any person had remained who wm 
not a member. His attention was directed to me, and he care 
mc such counsel as suited my case. The preacher was Rev. 
Marcus Lindsey, a man of precious memory, who turned 
many to righlcousuess. ! did not juiu that day, but bog«o 
at once to persuade others ti) come to the Savior that I ao 
much desired to serve. On one occaaioa HIiphalet Cim 
our house, intending tu go out with my brother 
(.'hnrlee hunting that night. Charlea not being al hutne, 
Kliphalct remained and lodged with roe. After we bad ■«• 
lired I told him that 1 was seeking religion, and that I in- 
tended to be R Christian if none of my young cumpaoioua 
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would go with me. I talked on until I supposed he had 
gone to sleep, but as soon as I ceased talking he expressed 
his pleasure that I had introduced the subject, and promised 
that he would join me in the enterprise. Soon after this 
we went one night together to the woods as though we were 
going hunting; we had a precious time in prayer. I now 
think that had I been more thoroughly instructed I would 
have made a profession of the love of God that night. A 
few days ^fter this, Philadelphia Case was on a visit to our 
house. As I walked home with her in the evening, while I 
was exhorting her to become a Christian, she burst into tears 
and promised that she would from that time commence seek- 
ing the Lord. When brother Pownell, the junior preacher, 
came round I joined the Church, and two weeks from that 
time, when brother Lindsey came, these two young friends 
joined. My withdrawal from the dancing circle and join- 
ing the Church produced a profound impression through the 
whole circle of our acquaintance. Many of them came to 
class to see and hear, and within a few months the society 
had so enlarged that the preacher thought it best to divide 
it and appoint another leader. Brother Lindsey told the 
society that he was going to appoint another leader, and 
that if they wished to advise him of their wishes, each per- 
son might come up and whisper the name of their choice in 
his ear. In that way I was nominated for leader. He ob- 
jected at first to appointing me, as I was a probationer, but 
when it appeared to be the wish of the young converts so 
generally, he acquiesced and appointed me. It was a great 
undertaking for me, but I went forward in the fear of God, 
and he greatly blessed me. Ebenezer T. Webster, then 
a wild young man, heard that I was to lead the class at 
Wm. Pilcher's, and though he had spent the previous night 
at the card-table, he resolved to attQpd the class- meeting. 
He did so, and before it closed he determined to give his 



> 



HIGHWAYS AND HEDGES. 



□ tered tlio mioislry, aod pro- 
gue of fire for many jeara, 
as assembling for proachiDg, 
one Bide and sat down oo a 
a. little wliile, be banded me 
" You muat go and do the 
luj'seir, but he iosisUd, 
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bcart to God. He aAerwurd i 
claimed the Gospol with a toi 
One dajr, ae the congregation \ 
brother Lindsej took me out 
log; and after talking with me 
a license to exhort, and said, 
best jou can." I tried to ex 
and that duy aonouneed four appointmenla for me, each of 
which I was to fill every four weeks. The iippoiDtmenta 
were as fellows: 1. Smith's, at Wesley; 2. M'Kecver's, on 
Federul Creek; 3. Wtn. Pilcher's, ou Hocking ; and, 4. 
Lotridgo's, in CHrthage. I afterward learned that 3fother 
Rutcr, the mother of Calviu and Martin Ruler, had be«D 
uoTiog in the matter, urging the pastor to thrust me ont 
into the work. We all had unbounded confidence in him. 
Indeed, Morcua Liuditey was one of our dcuominatioukl 
giants. Standing full six feet in bis boots, oitd weighing 
two hundred pounds, hi» commanding presence instantljr 
arrested the nttonlion of a congregation. He had keen, 
bliick eyes, and a strong voice, full of melody. He was k 
master in song, esbortation, prayer, and preichiug. H« 
excelled, too, as pastor, adminlslralor of discipliue, and in 
looking after the (general interests of the Church. Taking 
him iu all the rclutiuna and responsibilities of a Methodiat 
preacher, he had few, if any, superiors. In the Spring bs 
went to Baltimore to attend the General Conference, and Itfl 
the circuit in the care of Rev. T. A. Morris, now wvU knewo 
Id (ho Church, hut then a sujiply under the presiding oldei. 
At his re([ucst my father cousGiilcd thnt I should aeoom- 
pany bini around the cireuit. The first appointment was al 
Carthage. Wo slopped nt Milton Buckingham's, and wbQa 
I was leading in family prnycr ihe power oT (!ud cam* 
down and wu hnd b wonderful hleiHiing. Brolher and »ii>ler 
Buckiii|;bam bhoulod all over tlic bousu. We wont on le 
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Lotridgc's; then to Stubb's scbool-house ; then to Smith's, 
on Tupper's Plains; then to Jacob Humphrey's, where we 
were to spend the Sabbath. Brother Morris had preached 
at each place, and I had attempted to exhort, but at each 
appointment I had less and less liberty, until now I seemed 
to be completely shut up. I went out into the woods Sab- 
bath morning, and threw myself on the earth and pleaded 
with God to help me if he had work for me to do; still I 
was enveloped in darkness, and had no liberty. I begged 
brother Morris to let me go home, but he insisted that I 
should go on. At Newberry and at Daniel Goss's it was 
the same way. On our way to Marietta we were overtaken 
with a terrible thunder-storm. I was seized with the im- 
pression that God was displeased with me, but brother Mor- 
ris calmly and delightfully discoursed upon the grandeur of 
the lightning's flash and the thunder's roar. That night 
we lodged at brother Whitney's. I still pleaded to go home 
but he would not consent. At the mouth of Duck Creek 
we separated, with instructions that I should meet him next 
day, but as soon as he was out of sight I mounted my horse 
and fled for home. On my way home I learned that brother 
Lindsey had returned from General Conference and was at 
Athens. I turned my horse toward Athens, and finding 
brother Lindsey told him the whole story. He gave me a nar- 
rative of his experience — he had started too soon — his way 
closed up — he waited until it opened, and then went forward. 
He said, " John, you are called to the work of the minis- 
try, but the time has not come. Keep yourself unencum- 
bered and in due time the way will be clear." I returned 
home, and after a little time took charge of a school, taught 
two terms, seeking all the time to improve myself, and do 
all the good I could holding prayer and class meetings. 
The members of the Church were still urging their convic- 
tions that I should enter the work of the ministry, and 
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notwtthstundiDg my natuTul timidity and a proruuuil sense 
of my unnorthiness, Buoh were tbe moTiDgB dF the Spirit 
upon my heart that I did not dare to commit myaelf per- 
manently lo any other vocation in life. 

When the preiicliers started to Conference they instrueted 
me to attend to the appointment during their absence. I 
consented to do so, and started to fulfill the promiae. Find- 
ing, however, that the appointments had not heen anoonnced, 
and hearing of a camp-meeling near Oirclcville, 0., I turned 
my course toward that ; and, indeed, my steps seemed to be 
directed by a kind Providence. I was desirous there to 
obtain instmctioiis and help such as I needed. An im- 
mense concourse of people hnd gathered, and many pre»eb- 
era of a high order were preaent to labor, sneh aa Wm. 
Swazey, Moaes Trader, and Michael Ellis. Swaicy itbs « 
great revivalist, and was here in his element. lie b»d 
charge of the meeting, and managed it vith much wiedotn 
and energy. But the pulpit giant of the meeting was the 
venerable Ellis. Physically of almost giant proportions, hia 
head whitened by the frosts of more than seventy Winters, 
many years of close communion with God and succeu- 
fnl labors in his vineyard had made such an impress upon 

a commanding countenance as attracted the attention and 
awed the hearer at first sight. When I first saw him stand- 
ing before the great audience, on Saturday, at 11 o'clock, 
M., he seemed to my mind lo answer Daniel's descrip- 
tion of the ancient of days — I fias spoil-bound from ih* 
beginning. Aa he read bis hymn he spake as a man of an* 
thonly, and the people catching ihe inspiration of the oock- 
, liAed up their voices and made the grand old fortvt 
reverberate with their singing. He kneeled (o lead th« 
(levotiuDa of tbo people, and it was apparent that he was 
addressing one with whom he was iutimntcly acquainted and 
DD toruiH uf duMMl friuuUiihip. The wiadown of Iteavea 
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were opened in answer to his prayer, and heavenly infla- 
enees were poured out upon the people. When he rose to 
announce his text all eyes were fixed upon him, and large 
expectations were evidently awakened. He read 1 Cor. i, 
30: ^^But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is 
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption.'' It was soon evident that he was a work- 
man that needeth not to he ashamed, and that the highest 
expectation would be fully met. His words were well chosen 
and fitly spoken, like apples of gold in pictures of silver; 
they were uttered in tones of thunder, and seemed to emit 
fiashes of living light. With the theme of holiness he was 
evidently thoroughly familiar, theoretically, practically, and 
experimentally, and as he unfolded it a Divine power at- 
tended his utterances. It far excelled any thing I had 
heard before. It seemed to me that in that discourse he 
had exhausted that great theme. The work of awakening, 
and conversion, and sanctification went on with great power. 
That night was one never to be forgotten. The hour of 
midnight found the worshipers at their places with unabated 
interest. But admonished that it was needful that they 
must take some bodily rest preparatory to the duties of the 
Sabbath, they formed in line and marched around the en- 
campment, singing the triumphant songs of Zion. The pro- 
cession more than circled the whole encampment, and then 
with happy hearts we returned to the tents for repose. 

At the break of day the trumpet sounded to call the peo- 
ple up ; then it sounded again to call them to family prayers 
in the t^nts, and then, after an unostentatious breakfast was 
dispatched, the trumpet called the congregation, at eight 
o'clock, to hear the preaching of the Word. The people came 
with promptness to their places in the congregation, evi- 
dently hungry for the Word. The sermon was attended with 

power. The hour of eleven came around, and the great 
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Sabbath cnngre;tntion, aur; 
forest temple. At the sun 
able Ellis appeared again 
occaBioD was John sv, 1: 
F&ther is the husbaDdman 



;iiig and eseiled, crowded Ihe 
idiug of the trumpet tbe voiiet- 
)D the stand. His text on tliis 
''I Din the true vine, und my 
" In the midst of the excllu- 



meiit of this great hour of llie nieetiag, he stood hel'oi-e ibe 
vast audience more grand and impressive than on Sutnrduv. 
He appeared indeed a &t embassador from the court oT 
heaven. His theme was again hoUness, and though it h«J 
appeared lo mo on Saturday that he had exhausted i1i« 
theme, it now seemed clothed in fresh beautj and grandeur. 
I was lost in wonder, admiration, and delight The aermnn 
and the influence produced by it beggars all descripliuu. 
No douht its fruits will be seen in eternity. . The i^ubbkth 
night was spent as Saturday night, only with increased 
power. I had never witnessed or enjoyed such a meeting 
before, nud although 1 hiive since witnessed vaster audi* 
enccs and larger namhers of eonversions at camp 'meetings, I 
have never heard the theme of holiness so ably expoanileil 
and earnestly advoeated by one who seemed such nn em- 
bodiment and exposition of the doetrine us the venerable 
Ellis. I returned to my home a better man, better nnder- 
alanding the doctrines and the privileges of ChrialiaDUy, 
and more than ever feeUng tbe importance of tho mwaion 
of the Christian miuiEier. Ilitherlo my mind had b«eD to 
conflict in regard to my future. PoesJhty it will appear !■ 
eternity that this meeting was the pivot on which my liTo 
turned. A few months after this Rev. Cornelius Springer 
carried up from the society to which I belonged n recoiu- 
uiendation to the quarterly conference, i 
to preach. 
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CHAPTER II. 

MY FIRST CIRCUIT— LETART FALLS. 

1816-17. 

OCTOBER 3, 1816, the Ohio ConfereDce met in Louis- 
yille, KeDtacky. There being do railroads in those days, 
the great majority of the preachers came on horseback, 
many of them giving evidence, by their homespun and 
threadbare garments, that they had had hard work and poor 
pay. Their happy countenances, however, gave evidence 
of devotion to their work, and satisfaction in the prosecu- 
tion of it. Since the last session of the Conference, the 
venerable Asbury had gone home to his reward, and the 
General Conference, which had held its session in Baltimore 
during the month of May, had elected Enoch George and 
Robert R. Roberts to strengthen the Episcopacy. These 
were men of rare talents and piety, and with M'Kendree, 
who the Western preachers almost worshiped, made an able 
and efficient Board of Bishops. The Ohio Conference, on 
this occasion, was favored with the presence of all of the 
board. The session was a pleasant and profitable one. 
The principal matter of the Conference was the distribution 
of the laborers over the vast fields to be cultivated. This 
great wheel of the itinerancy which is central to our ecclesi- 
astical system, has always imposed the gravest responsibility 
on the superintendents, and tried most thoroughly the self- 
sacrificing spirit of both the preachers and the people; yet 
it seems to me that in those days, when the greatest sacri- 
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ficcs were made, the wheel moved with as little frictioD aa 
DOW. There Wiie hut little dispositioD to interfere iu regHrd 
to the appoiatments either od the part of the preachers or 
the people, but both looked to God in earaost prayer and 
strong faith, and regarded the appointmeDts as coming from 
him. 

From this Conference J. B. Finlej, then a young man, 
Ml of courage and fire, led forth into the Ohio district, aa 
his helpers, Hatton, Goddard, Baker, Booth, Davidaon, 
Dixon, Westlake, M'Elroy, Knos, and Kent. 

David Young, then physically, as well as iotellectaallj 
and morally, a noble Hpeciinen of a man, led forth into th« 
Scioto district, aa his helpers, KIlis, Uooper, W. Westlake, 
R. A. Finley, Swayac, Peter, Truilt, Tivi», Waddle, Olaie, 
Snnniel Brown, and T. Sewell. 

Moses Crnine, a man of large physical proportions and 
great moral worth, led into the Miami Valley Cummins, 
Goddard, W. P. Finley, Bigelow, Lawrence, Hunt, Sale, 
Brooke, Griffith, Williams, Strange, Puvery, and Sharpe. 

Jacob Young led forth as his helpers to the Muakiogam 
district, Somerville, Bolomon, James Qninn, John M'M»- 
lion, Wattermaa, Carr, Raark, Springer, Thomas A. Mor- 
ris, Graham, Hamilton, and Lane. 

Sumuol Parker led forth into the Kentucky district 
B Simmons, Uunt, Chcnowilh, Lakin, BaLur, Linville, 
aint. West, CunDingliam, Holdman, and S. Spnrluck. 

r the leaderHhip of these presiding elders ibeae men 
IKou scattered over the large Conference then rampru- 

f sll of the State of Ohio, and large portions of Kea> 
tucky, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, and soon forest and Til- 
lage was vocal with the earnctit appeals and invil«lioiM of 
tliesc muD, dolunuined to win the people to Christ. 

The following preachers were received on trial at Ulii. 
•easion of the Conference: Kira Itoolli. Thomas A. Mofril) 



MY FIRST CIRCUIT — LETART FALLS. 29 

William Westlake, Thomas Carr, Stephen Sparlock, Samaol 
Glaze, Samuel Baker, Daniel J). DavisBon, John C. Brooks, 
William Williams, William Holdman, Samuel Demint, John 
Lindyille, Simon Peter. Of these Thomas A. Morris, now 
senior Bishop of the Methodist £piseopal Church, and 
Daniel D. Davisson are still living. 

Having been licensed to pi'each, as previously stated, 1 
started the first day of March, 1817, under instructions 
from the presiding elder. Rev. J. Young, to assist Rev. 
John Summerville on the Letart Falls circuit. I dared not 
refuse, though I felt that of myself I was utterly inade- 
quate to the greatness of the work. I knew He who com- 
missioned the first band of Christian missionaries had said 
to them, **Go," and "lo, I am with you." Taking fast 
hold on this promise, I mounted my horse and turned my 
face toward my life-work. Little did I then think that 
half a century of itinerating was before me, or that I would 
be still upon the walls of Zion when the hosts of Method- 
ism should celebrate the close of the first hundred years of 
the history of this wonderful spiritual movement on this 
continent. The Rev. John Summerville received me with 
kindness, and gave me the plan of appointments, commenc- 
ing at King's, at the mouth of Mill Creek, near Buffing- 
ton's Island, on the Ohio River. We took a line of appoint- 
ments along both sides of the river down to Burlington, 
making twenty-eight appointments in the round, allowing 
less than one rest day per week during the whole year. 
The scope of territory occupied was about equal to a pre- 
siding elder's district at this time in that portion of the 
Ohio Conference. I preached my first sermon at brother 
King's, at the mouth of Mill Creek. Brother Summerville 
preached at noon and announced for me at night. The 
people as well as the preacher in charge came together at 
night, with more or 4ess of curiosity to hear what kind of 
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a young man tlie preBiding elder had Kent to assist in the 
work. Xluder a painful sense of responsibility, I anoounccd 
for my text, " Mary has chosen that good part," 

After pressing upon the congregation the fact that each 
probationer has life and death placed before him, and is 
left to make a deliberate and intelligent choice of the "good 
part" which secures the favor of God, or of the part which 
hypocrites and unbelievers have in the lake that burneth 
with fire and brimstone, I dwelt upon the impotency of 
any power on earth or in hell to rob the faithful Cliristian 
of the good part. But I apprehend that my outline wan 
not very clearly brought out, and that, to my more ezperi- 
eDced colleague, there was not in the sermon much promJM 
of excellence in pulpit performance. I inferred this from a 
gciUh hint he gave mo after we had retired to bed ut night. 
"Brother John," said he, "if I had not known what yonr 
text was I should not have gathered it from any thing that 
you Boid in your sermon." This remark was certainly not 
much calculated to flatter my vanity. 

The circuit being so large, and our time so fully occupied, 
the preachers had but little opporluuily of being together. 
Yet we occasionally crossed each other's paths, and I re- 
ceived counsel and instruction from my Huperior. Oaring 
the six months that I labored on the LeUrt circuit I had 
the privilege of seeing some good revivals of religion, th* 
evideoces that we had not labored in vain. After an absenea 
of forty years I returned to travel over much of the unM 
lerrilory as presiding elder, and found great satitfictioo lb 
cnlliog up the memories of the Bccncs and nssociationii of 
thoM dnys of my itinerant life. If I should record htr* 
the names of the officers of the Church, or tho kind people 
who welcomed me to their homes and gave nic the best tkn 
which their pioneer cabins afforded, ibcre arc few now living 
who would bo found upon tho roll. I fancy, however, Ihit a 
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host of them who have passed over the river are waiting to 
welcome me to the mansion-house above, when the time for 
my departure shall come. To the few who still linger in 
the Church below I would extend my hand, and bid them 
be faithful until we hail the sainted above. 

At the close of the year I returned to my father's house 
to report the labors of the year, and to enjoy a brief re- 
union with my former classmates and the friends of my 
boyhood. 

The session of the Conference, to be held at Znnesvillc, 
Ohio, was near at hand, and I had been recommended to 
be received on trial as a traveling preacher. My pecuniary 
prospects were not particularly bright in the direction of an 
itinerant life. Six months of hard labor had brought me 
only twenty-five dollars, or about four dollars per month, 
and that in depreciated currency. On the other hand, my 
father was a large land-owner and very prosperous farmer, 
and, with my strong hands and willingness to labor, there 
could be but little doubt of success in making money, 
should I give up the ministry and devote myself to secular 
pursuits. I had not, however, any serious struggle of mind 
in regard to this. I think I chose as honestly and fairly as 
did Moses, having "respect to the recompense of reward." 
And now, after more than five decades of sacrifice and toil 
in the rougher departments of Methodist preacher life, I 
am prepared fully to indorse the faithfulness of the Savior's 
promise to Peter when he inquired, "What shall we have 
therefor?" He assured them that they should have mani- 
fold more in this life, besides the priceless rewards of the 
life to come. I doubt whether any young man who gives 
himself up to the work of preaching the Gospel ever loses 
any thing, even in a pecuniary sense, by so doing. "There 
is that giveth and yet increascth" applies not only to those 
who give money, but who give up the opportunity of making 
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money, for the sake of Christ and his kingdom. To refuse 
to preach the Gospel because it does not promise to pay 
pecuniarily, or to turn aside from the work of the ministry 
for the purpose of making money, is usually to array our- 
selves against the plans of the Great Head of the Church, 
who is the God of providence; if then we make money, is 
it not after he has said, ^^Let him alone, he is joined to his 
idols?" I stood there on the threshold of decision. The 
spirit of this world seemed to say, " On one side is the farm, 
a settled home, future wealth, and ease and comfort; on the 
other side a wandering life, poverty, and continual pri- 
vations." But my heart said, "The Savior says go, the 
Church says go, and if I can be successful in rescuing one 
soul from the jaws of death and hell, it will be a life spent 
more grandly, it will bring a happier termination and a 
more glorious hereafter, than could I have all that heart 
could wish of this world's goods, but spend life out of the 
path of duty. My decision was taken, and I offered myself 
to the Ohio Conference to become a traveling preacher, 
so long as God and the Church should have need of my 
services. 
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CHAPTER III. 

LITTLE KANAWHA CIRCVIT, VIRGINIA AND OHIO, 
AND FAIRFIELD CIRCUIT, OHIO. 

1817-18. 

THE ConfereDce met in Zanesville, Ohio, October 3, 1817. 
Bishop Roberts presided with great dignity and accept- 
ability. On Sabbath he preached a powerful sermon from 
" Behold the Lamb of God," etc. At this Conference Rev. 
Samuel Parker, who was a man of superior ability and 
much popularity, was appointed to go as missionary to the 
Natchez country. In view of his feeble health, and the un- 
healthy character of the region to which he was going, the 
parting scene was a very tender one. Alas ! it turned out 
as many feared — we saw his face no more. He fell far 
away from home, but he fell at his post, with his harness 
on, and his history will be precious as long as the history 
of the Church endures. 

The following preachers were received on trial at this 
Conference: Bennet Dowler, Ira Eddy, Allen Wiley, Peter 
Stephens, Calvin Ruter, Philip Greene, John Stewart, Job 
M. Baker, John P. Taylor, Thomas Lowry, and Richard 
Corwine. None of this class survives except myself. 
The venerable Greene has fallen asleep in Jesus since I 
commenced this narrative. Why the Master spares me be- 
yond the rest of my class I know not. May I watch, and 
wait, and be ready I 

I was appointed as junior preacher to Little Kanawha 
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circuit in Virginia. Rev. John Grsham was appoinUd to 
the charge of the circuit. He was an Irishman, of respect- 
able preaching talent, affable in his manners, and being one 
of the sweet singers of Israel, he made a fine impression 
among the people. Tbe circuit embraced an immense field, 
being about Gve hundred miles in ciroumfereDce. It was the 
nucleus of what grew up into the Kanawha district, and was 
afterward widely known and as widely dreoded by the yoang 
men of the Ohio Conference as " Brush College." It em- 
braced a *ery considerable portion of wliot is now lh« 
West Virginia Conference. 

Our route commenced at BelWIUe, about ten miles below 
Purkersburg, on the Ohio River, and extended up the river 
to tbe mouth of Grave Creek, a little below Wheeling; 
thence down the river again to the mouth of Middle Inland 
River; theuce up the latter stream to near its head; thenca 
over to news River, to brother Thomas CunniDgbaiu's; 
thence across over on to the head-waters of Liltle KannwliB 
River; thence down it (o the mouth of Reeder Creek and to 
Etizaboth ; thence over on to the waters of Elk River, ind 
thence across to the Ohio River at Bellville, the place of 
starling. The mind now swecpFj around that vast field 
almost without an effort; but to climb its mounuios, and 
ford or ferry its Btreams, and penetrate its pathless foreste 
more than fifty years ago, rerfuired much of courage aod 
endurance. It was a five weeks' circuit, and we had xboat 
thirty-five appointments, or an average of one for each dttj. 
In modern times protracted meetingn have oomc much iDtO 
use, and the preachers generally regard them as making % 
heavy draft on the strength of the pastors; but so far u 
Ihe preachers were concerned, in the days of which I am 
now writinp:. it was a prulrnclod meeting from the firnt day 
ii[>cnt on the cinruit until wc started for Conference. In- 
deed, the preachers generally — bishops, presiding elden, 
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and circuit preachers — expected to preach every day if 
there was opportunity. This daily vocal exercise, accom- 
panied with daily horseback exercise and coarse diet, was, 
doubtless, far more fajv^orable to health than the habits of 
the present day. Now the majority of the pastors are shut 
in in their studios, at hard mental labor during the week, 
and take but little vocal or bodily exercise, and then on 
Sabbath preach twice or three times. No wonder that so 
many constitutions are prematurely broken down. I am 
not sure but a return to the circuit system, notwithstanding 
the, embarrassments that are in the way of it, would prove 
a blessing to both preachers and people. If, however, this 
may not be, let the pastors, for the security of their own 
health, as well as the spiritual interests of the Church, 
spend at least one-half of each day in pastoral visiting^ and 
a large measure of the time devoted to these visits in vocal 
prayer in the families visited. If this is done, ministerial 
life will be prolonged and ministerial efficiency greatly in- 
creased. 

Some of our rides between appointments were forty miles 
and «iore, and much of the way no roads. We would carry 
the tomahawk with us, and blaze our path on the trees 
through the forest, or follow the blazed tracks that had 
been made by our predecessors. Notwithstanding the utmost 
care, we would frequently lose our path. Being a pretty 
good woodsman I seldom lost much in distance, and would 
come out near the place aimed for. I would often reach 
the neighborhood of my appointment after a hard day's 
travel, weary and hungry, and well prepared to appreciate 
the rude but cheerful hospitality extended to me in the 
cabins of the pioneers. 

I remember one cabin to which I was welcomed, in which 
there was neither chair, nor bedstead, nor table, nor floor. 
To do me special honor, they set out the iron bake-oven, 
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epent, we gathered about the family altar and spent a time 
in doTotion. Then one of the family climbed up to tb« 
lofl and threw down a quantity of robes, taken from lh« 
wild animals that the hunter had gathered. These were 
spread on the ground-floor before and on each aide of iha 
spacious fire-place, and soon parents, and children, Rod 
preacher were hid beneath the robes, and wandering in tba 
niysteriea of dream-land. There was, however, considerable 
difference in the style of living among our people in those 
days. There were many, and some in almost every neigh- 
borhood, who bad emerged from the rudeness of the aoeaa 
above deucribed, and whose bouses presented many of (h« 
conveniences and embellishments of the older settletnenta. 
The external appearance of the people at meeting was not 
always, however, bu infallible index to the state of things at 
their homes, I learned this the next day, ufior enjoying lh« 
rude hospitality above described. There was a lady io my 
congregation very neatly dressed, and her general appear- 
ance suggeeted the idea that if she should invite mti to go 
home with her, I should be f-lad to accept the invilatioa. 
At the close of the services I threw myself in her way, and 
secured the iuvilatioo. I accompanied her, and was tr«atod 
with marked kindness, but I had no sooner entered (he 
house than I found that I had made a grand mjatako. I 
would have changed back again for the ground beda and 
bear-iueal, But 1 will nol pajticularite. The people gsva 
us u good as they used themselves, and seasoned Uicir 
hospitality with the heartiest wdconio and good wtshM. 
At the end of aix mouths I was changed fVom Hut 1* 
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wliat in some respects was regarded a macb more desirable 
field of labor. As tbe Little Kanawha was a five weeks' 
circuit, six months only took me three times around this 
vast circuit. During that time, however, I had formed a 
great many acquaintances and friendships, which are still 
green in memory. 

Among the local preachers was the Rev. David Smith- 
ers, an able minister, and a man of genuine devotion to 
the cause of Gk>d; also. Rev. Samuel Briggs, a man of 
marked eccentricities of character, and the Rev. Reese 
Wolf, a man of marked peculiarities, but truly a man for 
the times. He was a thorough Methodist, well acquainted 
with our doctrine and Chi]^rch polity. He was fearless and 
eflcient, widely known, and deservedly popular. In after 
years he moved to Ohio, where we shall meet with him 
again in the course of our narrative. 

FAIRFIELD CIRCUIT. 

At midwinter the mail brought me an order from my 
superior — Rev. Jacob Young, presiding elder of the dis- 
trict — to leave Little Kanawha and go to Fairfield circuit, 
Ohio. In his autobiography he makes this brief allusion 
to the change : " Brother McMehan wished to retire from 
the work for reasons best known to himself. I deem it 
the worst step he ever took ; so it turned out, and he re- 
gretted it for many years. I let him go, and put the well- 
known John Stewart in his place, then a lovely boy, full 
of zeal and good works. He and brother Quinn worked 
together in great harmony." The venerable author makes 
a mistake in regard to my colleague. The preacher in 
charge was not James Quinn, but Rev. Michael Ellis, one 
of the grandest men that ever accupied an American pul- 
pit. The reader has already been informed, in a pre- 
ceding chapter, of my journey of a hundred miles to the 
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On Christmas day I closed my khors on Little Kanawha 
circuit, and on New-Year's day — January 1, 1818 — I opened 
my missioU on FuirGeld circuit. The venerable Ellis re- 
ceived me as a son in the Gospel, and gave me his godly 
counsel and benediction. Wo had from twenty-Gve to 
thirty appoiutraentfl, the names of some of which haT« 
passed from my memory. Among those now remembered are 
Lancaster, Nimrod Bright's, James CoUins's, on Baccooii; 
Duvid Dutcher's, below the falls of Hockhocking; Zoller'n, 
Rushville, Peter Black's, Somerset, Jesse Carlliche's, R«- 
hobeth, Chiicoat's, Springer's, Asbury's, Dillen's Furnsc«, 
Flint Bidge, Clay Lick, Pitaer's Hog Run, David Swuy's, 
Baker's, and Thornville. This was one of the old, aud out 
nf the best, circuits in those days. Out of it have grown 
the following charges : Lancaster, Logan, Baltimore, Robi»- 
beth, Somerset, Maxvitle, Asbury, Lexingtou, a:id East and 
West Rushville. The followiug were among the local 
preachers on that circuit: Alexander M Cracken, Jesse 
Cnrtlich, Jesse Stoneman, Noah Fidler, David Dutchar, 
Aaron Voung, George Gardner, Ninirod Bright. Somo of 
theae were men of mark, and had done and wurti still doing 
good service for Christ and his Church. Stoneman and 
Pidlcr had been efficient travoling preachers. 

In the bounds of this circuit there was much of wesltb 
and refinement, and the Slcthodist Kpiscopul Church bad 
taken a strong hold opon the people, her membership on tb« 



FAIRFIELD CIRCUIT. 89 

circuit already numbering eight hundred and eighty-four. 
I applied myself diligently to my studies as my circum- 
stances would allow, and stimulated by the influences of my 
colleague, was inspired with a lofty and increasing ambition 
to accomplish successfully my mission. We did not wit- 
ness the extensive ingathering that we desired, but had 
times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. 

My heart prompts me to spread on these pages a still 
further record of my appreciation of my excellent' col- 
league. Eev. Michael Ellis was stationed in Baltimore as 
early as 1784, and was that year ordained deacon at the 
same Conference that Asbury was ordained to the Episco- 
pacy. After traveling a few years in Virginia, he found it 
necessary, in view of the support of his family, to retire 
from the regular work for a time, and give a portion of his 
attention to secular affairs. About the year 1810 his name 
appears on the Conference roll again. His children had 
now grown to that age that they could support the family, 
while he gave himself to the work again. Finley, in his 
Sketches of Western Methodism, thus speaks of him after 
his readmissioD : " He was appointed to the West Wheeling 
circuit, in the bounds of which he had labored for many 
years as a local preacher with . great acceptability and use- 
fulness. The next year he was returned to the same cir- 
cuit, and such was his increasing popularity, even in the 
v>cinity of home, that he would have been gladly received 
another year but for disciplinary restrictions. He was a 
Bible student, deeply versed in the science of salvation, 
and one of the soundest, clearest doctrinal preachers we 
have ever heard. He studied divinity in the school of 
Christ, and was trained under the professorship of Wesley 
and Fletcher. His heart was deeply imbued with the grace 
of God, and having obtained the fullness of the blessing 
of the Gospel of Christ, the perfect love that swelled his 
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heart rolled out to blesa mankind, We doubt whether 
ever preached a sermon in wliich he did not introduce the 
doctrioe of Christian perfection, as taught in the Bible and 
preached by Wesley nod Fletcher. It was the plain, old- 
fashioned, uuTaroished doctrine of entire Hanctificatioii, 
without any reference whatever to the philosophy of ihe 
intellect, the emotions, and volitions — a eimple fuhh tbi^t 
brought iuto the soul the life and love of God. One of 
his favorite texts in the latter days of his ministry was, 
'Jesus Christ, who is made unto us wisdom, and righteous^ 
ness, and Banctificntion, and redemption.' These doclriiiM 
be compared to a ladder, the foot of which rcsl«d on earth 
and the top reached int« heaven. Justification, sanclifica- 
tion, and redemption were the successive rounds of the lad- 
der over which the soul passes in its course to Leaven, H« 
would clearly describe the doctrine of justification by show- 
ing the nature and condition thereof, and its attestation by . 
the Holy Spirit. Then he would describe the nature kod 
condition of sanctification, and, finally, what l.ho Bible 
teaches in regard to redemption and glorification in heaveo. 
He seemed to be the living impersonation of bis theme, 
passing through all the successive stages of his theme (o 
its close, when he would give a shoaling peroration ibal 
would make every heart feel that the preacher knew Kod 
felt what he preached." 

The doctrine of entire sanctification was recogniied la 
those days as a distinctive feature of Wosleyan theolofcy, 
and multitudes of professors of religion in other brancbM 
of ihe Church regarded the doctrine as nnscriplural »ad 
dangerous. But now, thank God I the evangelical Chnrchea 
have cotuo to recognize the doctrine as Scriptural, and vary 
many of (heir preachers and members preach and profaia 
it. Let us, as McthodisU and the succossors of Wcstoy and 
Kletchflr, hold fast to the doctrine, and urge entire purity 
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of heart upon ourselves and all with whom we have to do. 
Holiness to the Lord is the grand secret of success and 
power. 

The few months spent on Fairfield were months of enjoy- 
ment and profit to me, and I found on return that I had 
heen correcting some pulpit hahits which threatened to he 
of disadvantage to me. The circumstance that first called 
my attention to these hahits was somewhat amusing, and a 
good deal annoying to me at the time. It was the first 
Sahbath that I spent on Fairfield circuit, and was a quar- 
terly meeting. A quarterly meeting in those days was so 
dififerent from what they are in these days, that many of 
my readers, I presume, have but little idea of the interest 
that gathered around such a meeting half a century ago. 
Fancy a circuit spreading over half a dozen large counties, 
and local preachers and exhorters, stewards and private 
members coming on horseback on Friday to stay over Sat- 
urday and Sunday, on purpose to worship God and advance 
his cause. 

The meeting here referred to was. held at Rushville, 
and embraced the first Sabbath of the new year. Rev. 
Jacob Young, the presiding elder, Rev. James Quinn, 
Rev. Michael Ellis, the preacher in charge, and Rev. J. 
M'Mahon, the eloquent preacher, who was about retiring 
from the work, and whose place I was to supply, were all 
there. With such an array of talent and experience about 
me, the announcement that I was to preach Sabbath night 
almost overwhelmed me with embarrassment. I announced 
for my text Isaiah iii, 10 : " Say ye to the righteous that it 
shall be well with him," etc. I was badly frightened, la- 
bored hard, and sweat profusely. In the morning Rev. J. 
M'Mahon came to my bed and said, "Well, brother John, 
how often do you suppose that you said *it appears' last 
night while you were preaching?" I was mortified above 
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measure, and poured oat mj compkint to brother QuinQ. 
lie saw that I needed etioouragemetit, and he gave me . 
of his own experience. "Du you see," eaid be, "that I 
have no pocket flaps?" "Yes, sir." "Well, I hud uncon- 
sciously fallen into a habit of putting my hands into nij 
poclteta and taking them out again until it attracted atten- 
tion. Some one took occasion to count the number of tiiuf^s 
that I put my bands into my pockets while preaching a 
iiion. Afterward be told me of it, and to break myself of 
the habit I bad the pocketa removed. It cured me, aod 
brother M'Mahon's criticism will do you good." It did do 
uie good, not only in that particular habit, but in eau 
me to give closer attention to my pulpit babils. Whenever 
a minister falls into any peculiarily of style in the pulpit, 
whether of langnage, tone, or gesture, which diverts tbo at- 
tention of the bearers from the message to the messenger 
there is a livsa of elficioncj. The most enviable efficiency is 
secured when the people forget the preacher in his theme, 
and go from iho Haneluurj revolving the thonghls that h 
been brought out in the sermon. In those days wo had fcw 
of the advantages of minisleriul nssociadon thai are enjojed 
by the preachers of the present day, and if we, who formed 
our habits on vast circuits and among comparatively uncul- 
tivated people, contracted some mannerisms it is hardly lo 
be marveled at. The young men of this day have oo 
npology. 

The Conference was to meet at Stcubcnvillo, Ohio, 
gust 7th. This arrangement made the Conference year Iwa 
monthfl shorter than usual. My library, wardrobe, tni 
effects generally being packed into my saddle-bags, I nud« 
my way to Alliens county, to visit nij porenla and friends 
(luring the Kossion of the Conference. In ihoM days, tht 
Conferuncc probationer* were not uxpecli>d lo atlenil tb« 
ConfereiiM, bnl were expected to keep up the uppoiutinonti 
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during the absence of the preacher in charge. On this 
occasion I exchanged one round with brother Baker, his 
parents living in the bounds of my circuit and my parents 
living in the bounds of his circuit. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



MAHONING CIRCUIT AND ERIE CIRCUIT. 



THE Ctyiference at Steabenville, which met Aagiut 7, 
1818, was one of power and glory. Bishops M'Ken- 
diee and George were present in the spirit of the Master. 
The preachers seemed to have a peculiar unotioD in tha 
palpit labors, and a gracious renval of religion broke ont 
among the people. That was not an uansnal stale of things 
at our Anuuat Conferencea in those days. Happy would it 
be for us if we had more of the revival power at onr Cnn- 
ferenccs in these days. On the Sabbath-day Rev, John 
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Burke — one of onr greatest men, but unfortunate in si 
of his movements — caused some lively discussioD, bat lb« 
bnaincBs of the Conference wns conducted with a good de- 
gree of harmony and dispatch. At this scssioD of the Con- 
ference the following preachers were admitted on trial: 
Samnel Adam*, Samuel Brockunier, Ed. Taylor, Jamea Smith, 
DeDDia Guddord, Charles Ellioit, Tbos. M'Clary, Ore 
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berry R. Jones, J. Whittaker, H. Holland, Henry Matthews, 
Z. Connell, L. Swormstedt, J. T. Wells, Arthur Elliott, A. S. 
M'Clain, B. Spurlock, J. Harbor, J. Farrow. When, at the 
close of the session, the Bishop stood up before the Confer- 
ence with the list of appointments in his hands, but few, 
besides God, the Bishop, and the presiding elders, knew 
any thing of the contents of the paper; but preachers and 
people lifted up their hearts to God, asking that he would . 
give them a new baptism of the itinerant spirit, and send 
them to their work full of heavenly fire. I was appointed 
to "Mahoning circuit" with Calvin Ruter. I was well 
pleased with the appointment and my colleague. Within 
the past ten months I had swept over much of the south- 
eastern and central part of the State, and now my field 
spread out over the Western Reserve. I should have more 
of the Yankee element in my congregations, but expected 
to find Methodism substantially the same as among the 
more emotional people farther south. Calvin Ruter and 
myself were linked together by peculiar ties. We had been 
brought up together in the same neighborhood, belonged to 
the same society, commenced our ministerial life as supplies 
under the same elder the same year, were received on trial 
in the traveling connection at the same Conference. Wo 
were now happy to be associated as colleagues. Soon after 
Conference we set out together to our new field of labor. 
We went in the spirit of our commission, and all things 
were propitious. Our first call was ordered of Providence. 
Doubtless the misfortunes of a Conference year have often 
resulted from unfavorable impressions made by the first 
contact of the preacher with the people of his new charge. 
A cold, formal, or repulsive reception has thrown its dark 
shadow over the whole year, while a hearty and smiling 
welcome has thrown sunshine and blessing through all the 
months of the year. Our first call was upon the Rev. ^ 
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Shadrach Bostwick, a man of God, whose name is vritten 
in suabcama on thousands of hearts. He entered the 
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not jealous of the popularity of the circuit preachers, or 

inclined to complain and embarrass. He welcomed 

the circuit and bis home, gave us advice and co-oper>tioM| 

and inspired us with assurance of success. We sent oat 

our appointments, and as we went along the line the Spirit 

of God assisted ns, and a mighty work of salvation visited 

the people. The revival fire spread over the circuit, and 

flinuers were awakened daily. Upward of two hundred 

were added to the Church during the year. 

I shall never forget how the GucI of grace revealed hint- 
self at Deerfield. I was to preach in a school-hooBe. 
the appointed time a large eongregation crowded (he ph 
While I wua preaching the power of God came down, i 
Iho people, young and old, fell like men stain in ba 
milil the floor waa almost literally covered with the sUia at 
the Lord. Among them Horatio Day was stretched 
the floor at full length. I heard his cry above thai of 
others, saying, "God be merciful to me a einner!" Ap* 
prnaohing, I foaud bim in deep dletress. Turning his tje§ 
toward me he excluiiucd, "Do you think the Lord will bav* 
tnoroy on me? I am an old sinner and a great sinD«r. 
replied, "Christ is a great Savior; he has a 'balm for ( 
wound and a cordial for every fear.' 



, The brokenhearted nuti had reached ait vxtremiljr of 
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extremities. He was evidently in a region lying between hope 
and despair — bordering on hope, also bordering on despair. 
I endeavored to keep the promises before his eyes; now 
urging him to claim them and now dictating prayer. Sud- 
denly his change came, and he exclaimed in rapture, "O 
how light it is !" He sprang to his feet, then mounted the 
bench, then leaped on to the table. Heaven seemed to 
beam in his countenance as he exclaimed, "I do not think 
that the people in heaven -can look more beautiful than the 
people in this congregation." True, the change that had 
passed on the congregation was great, but it was chiefly the 
change that had been wrought in his own soul that made 
all around wear an aspect so lovely. Old things had passed 
away, and all things had become new. 

At the next door from where the above scene occurred 
lived a young lady of fashion and fortune, who moved in 
what are called the "higher circles" of society — higher, 
indeed, in the sense of self-exaltation, but obnoxious to that 
teaching of the Book, " He that exalteth himself shall be 
abased." This young lady had opportunities to test the 
ability of the world to satisfy the longings of the immortal 
mind beyond what falls to the common lot. She had ea- 
gerly passed along the avenues that promise happiness, but 
had found nothing substantial and satisfying. She listened 
to the testimony of those who declared that they had found 
real and permanent enjoyment in the religion of Jesus 
Christ. As she mused with herself she said, " These are 
persons in whose truth and sincerity I can rely." She re- 
tired to her bed full of anxiety about her soul. Sleep 
passed from her eyes and slumber from her eyelids. The 
night passed slowly away, and the morning found her among 
the most unhappy of probationers. At the break of day, 
however, she deliberately resolved that she would seek 
Christ. Taking the Bible in her hand, she repaired to a 
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neigliboriag Forest with this de5p«ral« resolve, that shs 
would not return to the boose, eat, driok, or sleep uuLil ebe 
had made her peace with God. Having penetrated the 
shadows of the forest, she selected the spot where she 
tended to die if she fulled to obtain the mercy of God. 
The day passed wearily and painfully. Now she wb£ searcli- 
iug the Scriptnrea as for hidden treasures, and now upon her 
knees in broken-hearted supplication. All seemed to he 
blackness overhead and all around. She felt that she was 
slunibling upon the dark mountains, and feared that she 
wonld go down to the pit. But she was not so far from the 
kingdom of Christ as she feared. Already the angels were 
rejoicing in heaven as her sighs, and tears, and prayers, 
confessions evidenced her repentance, After the lum of the 
day, the fatnily, having missed her since morning, became 
uneasy. An alarm whs made, and the neighborhood tarned 
out to search for bcr. To do the work effectually, ihtj 
organized into companies and districted the territory to be 
searched over. Jnst as the sun was going down, the time 
hullowed by the incarnate Savior by wonderful dced« of 
inorcy, He appeared to her the chiefcst among ten ihoueand 
and the one ultogether lovely. He spake her sins forgi 
her slty serene; he turned her night to day, her hell tohoeveiii 
ftnd set the captive free. About tliis time one of the eeireh- 
ing parties thought they heard the distant sound of a femall 
voice. They paused and listened ; it was surely the voice of 
Bin^^ing; it was one of the songs of Zion, and it was 
voice of Ihe lady for whom ihcy had been so anxiooaly 
nceliing. They hastened (o her, and she talked to them in 
the langiinge of Canaan. The joy that hnd commenced 
in henveu had come down to earth, and the glad aceUiw, 
"The (tend's alive, the lost ts found!" kindled niptun 
on earth. This incident gave a new inlere^t lu the work 
in the neighborhood, so that there and olscwhcro (ho work 
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of God went on grandly, and much people were added to 
tlie Lord. 

The relations between the ministers, traveling and local, 
and between the preachers and people were most happy, and 
we looked forward almost with regret that one short year 
in all probability must sunder these ties of association. 
For in those days very rarely did unmarried men remain 
more than one year on the same circuit. In the midst of 
these musings, however^ a letter from the presiding elder, J. 
B. Finley, fell like a bomb-shell among us. The letter an- 
nounced that he had directed Dr. Samuel Adams, of the 
Erie circuit to take my place on Mahoning circuit, and he 
now directed me to take Dr. Adams's place on Eric circuit. 
The reason of the change was that Dr. D. D. Davisson, 
Adams's colleague had married, which made the burden on 
Erie circuit too great as to support, and as Ruter and myself 
were both single men, this arrangement would equalize the 
burden on the two circuits. I could not murmur, yet I 
parted from my colleague, and the the young converts, and 
the fathers and mothers in Israel who had lavished so much 
kindness on me, with a sad heart. 

Among the ministers resident in this circuit, and whose 
acquaintance I had formed, and from whom I had received 
welcome and help, were Dr. Bostwick, of whom I have 
already spoken ; Rev. Alfred Brunson, who still — 1868 — 
stands on the walls of Zion, a young man then, diligently 
plying his trade as a shoemaker, and, as he had opportu- 
nity, proclaiming the acceptable year of the Lord. He 
was a young man of vigorous intellect, inclined to take 
large views of his subject, and to treat it with a decided 
and earnest logic. Afterward he gave himself fully to 
the work, and upon the broad prairies of the North-west 
did much of pioneer work, and connected himself with 
almost every active movement in Church and State. His 
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literary and theological (ittaitimenta were recognized !a Ui( 

conferring of Llie de^'ree of Duclor of Diyiuity upon him . 

and now, while I write these lines, the venerable Doctor i: 

presiding over the metropolitan district of the West Wis- 
ionsin Confereoce. Dr. Menary, and brothers Smith, LeacIT, 
ind Miller were all local preacjiers — good, troe, and neeful. 

Promising to visit the charge again on my way to Confer- 
] at the end of the year, I responded to the commaud 

of my superior in office, and turned my face eastward to 

Erie circuit. 

ERIE CIRCUIT. 

Rev. D. D. Davisson, the preacher in charge of Erik 
CIRCUIT, received tne with great kindnei^s, and I found hiu 
to be not only an able theologian and faithful pastor, bat « 
kind and profitable colleague. The Chnatiau frieudkhip 
thus formed strengthened with yearn, and tihall be reiiewod 
and perpetuated in heaven. The circuit had not the retival 
Bpirit cqnal to the one that I had leH, but I cotered upoa 
niy work feeling that I was in the path of duly, aad tlut 
God was with Die. 

The first quarterly meeting held on the circuit af^r I 
came to it was a canip-meeting. An iromeuse oonconrse of 
people attended. Rev. J. B. Fioley, the presiding elder, 
preached with great power, and all the preachurs seemed ta 
be annointed for the work, and entered into it with hurt 
and Boul. The fires of reformation burned brightly, and 
before the meeting closed the biiUowed influeneea penradMl 
igregation, and many were gathered to Cbriak 
Those who were blessed at the meeting carried tha good 
infiaenoe to their home* com uunities, and so spread it, in a 
ill around. 

Rev. Iiaao C. Hunter, (ho supply on Lake circait, » 
iius State of New York, attended this camp-meetiog. Hil 
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friends lived in the bounds of this circuit, and as he desired 
to remain and spend a little more time with them, he pro- 
posed to exchange one round with me. After consultation 
with the presiding elder in regard to the matter, it was so 
arranged, and I spent a month pleasantly and profitably, I 
hope, in preaching the Gospel to the people of his charge. 
The engagement ended, each of us returned to our ap- 
pointed field and work. 

During this year brother Finley invited me to accompany 
him to the Chatauque camp-meeting. The invitation was 
the more cheerfully accepted by me as the Rev. John Sum- 
merville, my first colleague, was the preacher in charge on 
that circuit, and I should thereby have the pleasure of 
visiting with him again. My former colleague received me 
with great kindness, and after hearing me preach, flattered 
me greatly as to my proficiency since we traveled together 
on the Letart Falls circuit. I preached a sermon from 
1 Timothy iv, 10: "Therefore we labor and suffer reproach, 
because we trust in the living God, who is the Savior of 
all men, specially of those that believe." It was greatly 
blessed to the congregation. The following is substantially 
the outline of the sermon: 

I. We shall speak of the living God as a Savior. 

1. The living God. There is one Being, self-existent and 
self-dependent — who exists, and can not but exist. If there 
ever was a time when that Being did not exist, that time 
would be now, for no being can be the author of his own 
existence. God lives. He has life in himself. He imparts 
life to all his creatures, both celestial and terrestrial, 
whether vegetable, animal, or rational. He exists under 
three adorable distinctions, as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
The fact we believe because it is clearly revealed, but the 
mode of the fact transcends our reason, and is enveloped in 
mystery. 



52 HIGHWAYS AND HEDGES. 

2. Thia God is a Savior— the only Savior— an all-sufficient 
Savior — able to save to tUe utienuosti 

Tlie log-enbin Episcopal paraonafje occupied by Bishop 
Boberts was witbin tbe bouuds of this circuit, aod the in- 
floence of the good man was all -pervading. It was a Urge 
circuit, Dttd swept over a considerable portion of Weatem 
Fenaaylvania. Among tbe prominent appointments were 
Erie, Waterford, M'Coanellaville, Meadville, and Merocr. 
As I was only a few months on thia circuit, and that time 
broken by the viaita above referred to, I ahall refrain from 
entering into much detail of names and circumstauces, lest 
I should make mistakes. 

Rev. Samuel Gregg has written an interesting history of 
the growth of Metliodiam in the bounds of the Erie Con- 
ference. In his notice of myself, however, he has fallen 
into several mistakes. He states that I was received inUi 
the Ohio Conference on trial at Zanesville, Ohio, ScplemhcT 
3, 1817, ordained deacon in 1819, ordained elder in 1821, 
and then transferred to the Missouri Conference. In this 
he makes a mistake, for I was transferred at the same time 
that I was ordained deacon. I was tranarerreil back to 
Ohio after three years of missionary work. lie further 
states that I itinerated effectively forty-three years and 
superannuated; he should have siiid fif^y years. He falls 
into error, also, in regard to the time that I have served in 
the presiding eldership; he should have said thirteen years. 
They are not niatlere of any great importance, and yet sn^ 
inaccuracies in a work professijig to be history lend to 
weaken oonfidencc in the reliability of the work. 

Closing np my work on this circuit, I visited Mafaooiag 
oircuit, acoordiug to promise, on my way to Cunferanee, »Bd 
we had a joyful time together. Uow sweet and strong an 
the hands that unite the hearts that have been tondMd 
with the Innditnnc of Divine love bffore the merey Mall 
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Blessed memories come crowdiDg upon my heart, and I 
anticipate a glad reunion with those cherished friends in 
the mansion-house on high. Its glittering dome rises he- 
fore the eyes of my faith, and the light streams from its 
windows, and I fancy that the hands of its inmates are 
stretched out to heckon and welcome me there! 

Ahout the 1st of August hrother Ruter and myself 
started in company toward Cincinnati, where the Confer- 
ence was to meet on the 7th. We had time to review our 
past history, and lay plans for the future. To us hoth it 
was a time of peculiar interest, in view of the fact that we 
were hoth expecting to he received into the Conference, 
and ordained to the office of deacons in the Church of God. 
Bishops George and Roherts assisted, and business of varied 
character and vast importance came before the Conference, 
and was dispatched much more rapidly than business is 
dispatched in other than ecclesiastical bodies — the matter 
of founding an institution of learning of a high grade to 
meet the growing want of our people, the support of the 
wonderful work among our Indian tribes wliich had so 
strangely commenced under the self-appointed missionary 
labors of a colored man from Marietta, and the vexed ques- 
tion of slavery. Besides this, we had to elect delegates 
to the General Conference, which was to meet the follow- 
ing May. The delegates chosen were John Collins, Jacob 
Young, J. B. Finley, William Dixon, Alexander Cummins, 
Jonathan Stamper, James Quinn, and Walter Griffith. To 
me the events of greatest importance at this Conference 
were my ordination to the order of deacon and response 
to the call for volunteers for frontier work. The vows of 
ordination were solemn and searching, and the service was 
peculiarly impressive. The Macedonian cry came from Mis- 
souri and Illinois, and the Bishops pleaded earnestly and 
pathetically for volunteers. My mind was intensely exer- 
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cised in regard to the matter. A uatrinionial contract u 
four years' staading I had espcuted to consummate aflt 
taking the order of deacon and coming into full connQution 
in the Conference. To place myself in a position I 
would almost necessitate the further postponement or thai 
engagement, without having the opportunity of consulting 
with the other party to the contract, was a matter of ii 
small embarrassment. On the other hand, I knew her devo- 
tion to the cause of Christ ko well that I was pcrsum 
that she would desire that I should go wherever my laliora 
could conduce most to (he upbuilding of the cause of 
Christ. With this conviction, I placed my name on the 
Toll of volunteers, and was transferred to the Missouri Con- 
ference, with the promise of a transfer back to the OhtO 
Conference after two years of missionary labor. During 
the two years and a half that I had itinerated I hud oipa- 
rienced much of toil and much of triumph, aiid felt to be 
fully committed to the itineracy as my tife-worki but, could 
I have consulled my own preference, I should not bai 
severed myself, even for a year, from the conipaniontihip of 
th&t nohle band of men belonging to the Ohio Confcrenco. 
My presiding elders and colleagues were specially dear lo 
me, and it was like leaving home, and falbor, aud brottteim 
to be separated from them. 

Rev. Jacob Young, my first presiding elder, wm a nun 
of marked and strong points of charnrter. He was bora 
in Pennsylvania in 177G, a few months before the Declara- 
tion of Independence, but emigrated in early life, with kb 
parents, to the wilds of Kentucky. He bad beeoioc profane 
and wicked, but soon after their settlement in their t 
home, be was powerfullly awakened, nnd, atter a dopcfalo 
struggle, soundly oonvorted to God. To bis surpruio hia 
father, who had been brought up an Kpiscopalinn, i 
itighly displeased when he learned what had tranapind, 
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and complained bitterly that his son should have so dis- 
graced the family in a strange land. The only defense 
that Jacob made was to take up the Bible, and after read- 
ing a lesson, kneeled down in the midst of the family and 
lifted up his voice in prayer. That voice they had often 
heard in outbursts of anger and profanity, but never before 
had it thrilled them as now. Before he rose from his 
knees the whole family was moved, and melted, and recon- 
ciled. Very soon afterward, through his instrumentality, 
his parents and nearly all the family were converted, and 
joined the Methodist Episcopal Church. Samuel Parker, 
who afterward became a prince in Israel, was at that time 
the leader of the class with which Jacob was connected, and 
he and others soon became convinced that God designed the 
young man for the ministry, and urged him into the work. 
In 1802 he commenced his itinerant career on Wayne circuit. 
He rose rapidly in the estimation of the Church, and soon 
occupied a commanding position. In 1816, when I became 
one of his assistants, he being presiding elder of the Mus- 
kingum district, he was looked up to as one of the master 
minds of the denomination. • Without either the advantages 
of a classical education or the graces of rhetoric, such were 
the clearness of his theological views, the strength of his 
logic, and the earnestness of his ministrations, that multi- 
tudes listened to him with pleasure and profit. He was a 
progressive man, identifying himself with every movement 
in the Church promising to promote the education and sal- 
vation of the people. His name was frequently placed upon 
the list of delegates to General Conference, and the Indi- 
ana Asbury University conferred upon him the degree of 
D. J). In 1855 having so far failed in health as to preclude 
his further labors in the regular pastoral work, he took a 
superannuated relation. In a note to one of his friends, ho 
thus expressed his feelings in view of his surroundings at 
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that time: "After having gone id and out befurc the 
Cliurcli fur fiftj-four jeara, I um now conipeiletl to retire- 
I am DOW ID the oeighborhood of total blindness. Mj 
strength is ehbing out with great rapidity. I sbnll »ood be 
i vfith life and its cares. While yon are actively and 
BueoeBBfully doing the work of your great Master, 1 sball 
be sitting in my lonely cottage, repentiDg of all my fornier 
wrongs, believing in Jesua Christ, and trying In love (JSod 
with all my heart. How gloomy is the end of human life 
anconnectcd with that which is to come I My highest en- 
joyment in time, next to religion, will be in going to the 
house of God. I have spent s long life in trying to do 
good, and am anxious to do good to the very last hour of 
My trust is in my Redeemer." When the linie 
for his departure came he was ready, and he graduated full 
if honors and went up to wear his crown. 

Rev. Jaues B. Finley, my second presiding elder, was 
born in the State of North Carolina, iu the year 1780, jo 
the month of July. Hie life from early childhood was full 
of romantic interest; and throughout all the wide field of 
his travels as a Methodist preacher, multitudes of heart* 
have been thrilled with his weeping narratives of his yoalh- 
ful wickedness, his remarkable conversion, and the labors 
and triumphs of his itinerant life. Jle had been educated 
by his Culvinislic parents in the sternest doctrines uf Ihetr 
confession of faith, bis father being a minister in the Pret- 
bytcrian Church.. His mind, however, early revolted atcaitisl 
the doctrine of unconditional election and reprohatiou. Ob« 
Sabbath, at the close of the usual family vBlechetical !■• 
structioD, his father said to him, "James, do yoa prajf" 
He replied, " No, father, I do not." " Why do yoti boI 
pray, my son?" "Because I do not sec any use ia it. If 
I am one of the elect, I will bo saved in (iod's good linM ; 
if I am one of the non-elect, praying will do me no geed. 
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as Christ did not die for them." The exercises of his miDd 
on this subject had well-nigh landed him in permanent in- 
fidelity. Daring this period of mental perplexity, he came 
in contact with a treatise on the final redemption of all 
from hell. This doctrine he grasped with avidity, and at 
once became a defiant advocate of the doctrine. One of 
the' elders of the Church of which his father was pastor 
undertook to reason him out of this heresy, when the fol- 
lowing conversation occurred : 

" Did Christ die for all men ?" 

" No, he did not die for any but the elect." 

" Will the reprobate be damned ?*' 

" Tes, God for the praise of his glorious justice has de- 
creed his damnation." 

'^For what is the reprobate damned?" 

'^ Because it is so decreed, even so according to the good 
pleasure of God's will." 

" But the Scriptures say that the reprobate is damned for 
unbelief. * He that believeth not shall be damned.' Now, 
if Christ did not die for him, according to your system he 
is to be damned for not believing what is in itself not true. 
In other words he is to be damned for not believing a lie." 

In this unhappy state of mind — a source of great grief to 
his parents and Christian friends — he gave way to the de- 
pravity of his nature, and excelled in wickedness. When 
his parents had emigrated to the West, they had settled for 
awhile in Kentucky, and his father had been pastor of a 
Church at Cane Ridge. Now, hearing that a camp-meeting 
was to be held within the bounds of his father's old parish, 
he determined to attend it. He was now married, and 
lived at New Market, in Highland county, Ohio. Having 
invited a friend to accompany him, they went to the meet- 
ing. The immense multitude assembled — estimated by 
some to number twenty-five thousand — was in a state of 
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the greatest excifement. The noise was like the roar of 
Niagara, lie couoled seven preachers addressing different 
portions of the multitude at the same time, having for Iheir 
pulpit either a stump, wngon, or fatten tree. The wonderful 
phenomeaoD of dinners falling as dead — rising as from death 
in transports of joy — produced a profound impression on 
his mind. He remained until he coutd endure it do longer, 
and then, in company with his friend, started for hame 
again. Both deeply absorbed in their own thoughts, (bey 
rode mostly in sileuce until they came to the Blue Lick 
Knobs. His feelings now overmastered him, and he ex- 
claimed, "Captain, if you and I do n't stop our wickedness 
the devil will get us both !'' His deep emotion found 
response in the heart of h'm companion, and they both wept 
bitterly. They stopped Chat night at Mnyslick, and spent 
the night in weeping and prayer. At daybreak he retired 
to the woods to pray, and Boon fell to the ground, and orted 
to God in such agony that the neighbors heard bin), and 
gathered about him. Among them was a converted Gemuin, 
who enjoyed religion. He took Finley to bis bouse, and 
prayed and sang with bim in German and in broken English 
until about nine o'clock, when God revealed his pardoDinf; 
love. He laughed and shouted, to the amaienienl of all 
hut the Dutch brother. Now, with a happy heart, b* 
pressed his nay on toward home, and tuld his young wifW 
what great things God had done for him. He soon bceam* 
perplexed in regard t« a Church home. He coald not anb* 
scribe to a Calvanistio creed, and, aller turning toward tba 
Newligbts and Shaking Quakers, he could find no people 
wbu held the truth ■■ ho now believed it, and Iho* failiig 
ol the Christian fellowship that be needed, he, after a time, 
relapsed into varclesaneHs, and then into sin, and at lenglk 
ptun^d deeper into rebellion than ever before. After atT' 
oral misorable years, fac was pcrauided by his wift to 
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accompany her to a Methodist meeting. His prejudices 
against that people were very strong, and he went reluc- 
tantly. But during the class meeting his prejudices gave 
way, and the Spirit of God again came to him in mighty 
awakening power. To the questions of the leader he only 
answered by sobs and tears. The next Thursday he set 
apart as a day of fasting and prayer, and spent it mpstly 
alone in the forest, with his Bible and God. About mid- 
night, kneeling by a poplar- tree, he was enabled to take 
hold of Christ with a heart that believeth unto " righteous- 
ness," and then he went home filled with peace. The next 
morning he obtained the witness of his acceptance in such 
demonstration that he fell his full length in the snow, and 
then, springing to his feet, went shouting the high praises 
of God, and declared to his wife what God had done for 
him. He now felt that he had a work to do for God, and 
commenced to hold prayer and class meetings in his own 
house. A Methodist preacher came and organized a class, 
and recognized Finley as a worker, and encouraged him to 
extend his missionary endeavors, and even to try to preach. 
In 1809, at the urgent request of Rev. John Sale, presiding 
elder, he consented to go around the Scioto circuit. He 
opened his more public labors at the house of brother 
Lucas. He was licensed to preach at the camp-meeting at 
Benjamin Turner's, in Paint Creek Valley, the next August. 
He was recommended by the same quarterly conference to 
the traveling connection, received at the approaching Con- 
ference, and sent to Wells Creek circuit. 

Having extended my account of the early experience of 
brother Finley far beyond what I had intended, I shall 
only add a few general remarks in regard to his ministerial 
career, in this part of my narrative, and will have more to 
say of him when I come to the time of his death. In con- 
sequence of his native ability and remarkable adaptation to 
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the work to which he was called, he took at once rank 
among his hrethren. He was fearless, and indefatigable, 
and eloquent. With the hunter, or legislator, or the wild 
Indian he could make himself at home, and generally be- 
fore the interview ended he became the center of attraction 
and interest. Whether as junior preacher, preacher in 
charge, presiding elder, delegate to General Conference, 
missionary among the Indians, or chaplain to the State- 
prison, from fiery youth to venerable and honored age, be 
was a man of mark. He was not equal to some of his 
brethren in critical exposition or consecutive argument, 
but he had few superiors in the impressive application of 
Gospel truth, and in the efifectiveness of his flashes of 
logic. He seldom perhaps carried the fortifications of the 
enemy by a regular siege, but he usually took them by 
storm. At the time that I first became associated with bim 
he was approaching the zenith of his popularity, and bis 
mighty voic, whether in its plaintive and pathetic wail or 
in its thunder tones of exhortation, seldom failed to pene- 
trate to the very citadel of the soul. Doubtless while I, 
now an old man, write this brief memorial of James, be 
" shines as a star in the kingdom of Ood forever." 
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CONFERENCE met at Cincinnati, August 7, 1819, and 
the following persons were admitted on trial : John 
Manary, Isaac C. Hunter, Abner Gofif, James Gilruth, 
Thomas R. Buckle, Josiah Foster, Peter Warner, James 
Murray, John Kinney, Henry S. Farnandis, Andrew Kinear, 
Adbel Coleman, Benjamin T. Crouch, Moses Henkle, Thos. 
Hitt, Wm. n. Baper, Bobert Delap, Isaac Collard, Horace 
Brown, David Dyke, John P. Keach, John P. Durbin, 
Francis Wilson, Nathaniel Harris. This class has furnished 
the Church some of its ablest administrators and advocates, 
and one of them, Dr. Durbin, still holds a position of respon- 
sibility and honor second to none in the gift of the Church. 
The following were elected delegates to General Conference : 
John Collins, Jacob Young, James B. Finley, Wm. Dixon, 
A. Curamings, I. Stamper, Jas. Quinn, and W. Griffith. 

In response to the Macedonian cry from the lips of the 
eloquent Bishops George and Boberts, Calvin W. Buter, 
Job M. Baker, John Everhart, Samuel Hamilton, and my- 
self volunteered for pioneer missionary work without any 
missionary appropriations, and were transferred to the 
Missouri Conference, which then spread over the States of 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, and Arkansas. 

I was appointed to Blue Biver circuit, in the State 
of Indiana, as preacher in charge, the Bev. Joseph Pownell 
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being the junior preacher. My home waa across the 
State of Obio eastward, while my circuit lay across the 
State of Indiana westward. Were you to fuocy the yonug 
itinerant., with carpet bng in hand, hurrying down to the 
depot to fly across the State aod say goad-hy to the loved 
ones at home, aud thea across two States to report for seir- 
ioe the oext Subbath, the scene would indeed be a fonry 
one. The scream of n railroad whistle had not then been 
heard in the valley of the Mississippi. The locoinotioo 
practiced by the itinerants of that day was on horseback. 
To have visited home before going to ray distant field of 
labor would have consumed weeks of precious time. With 
my vows of ordination fresh upon mc, and my heart fall 
of zeal, I mounted my horse and turned my face toward the 
field of future labors. I anticipated enjoyment and profit 
in my association with brother I'ownell. He had received 
me into the Church, as stated in a previous chapter, and 
we had a warm attachment for each other. I learned, how- 
ever, before reaching the circuit, that he waa about to ba 
married, and that he had expected to take a iooalioD. Aa 
he was not present at the Conference, however, and th« 
presiding elder not being fully informed in regard to faia 
wishes, and knowing that the people of Blue River circuit 
desired his return the appointment was made. Upoa iny 
arrival on the circuit he welcomed me, and invited me to 
perform the marriage service for him. Having been ordained 
tn the office of deacon at the recent Conference, thia waa 
the 6r«t time that I had officiated in this way, but, afl«r 
preparing myseir thoroughly, the parties gave me the oreilit 
of acquitting myself very Bnlisfactorily, The woman i 
whom he was married. Miss Arnold, was a ludy of inlelU- 
g«nce and piety, and made him an otoellcnt companian and , 
helpmate. He gave me a liberal fee, which I preaenled In j 
V» wife. During the year they gave me valuabk a 
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and encouragement in my work. Afterward they settled 
near Columbus, Indiana, where they maintained an excellent 
Christian character. Though they have long since crossed 
the river, the recollections of them are precious to me. 

Bishop Roberts, who had been living in the bounds of 
Erie circuit, Penn., my last field of labor, moved to Bono, 
on White River, in the bounds of Blue River circuit, at the 
beginning of this year. This was peculiarly gratifying to 
me. He was gentlemanly, affable, and exceedingly conde- 
scending and communicative. I can never cease to remem- 
ber and appreciate him as a citizen, a minister, and a 
Bishop. He gave us invaluable help during the year, both 
in the pulpit and otherwise. His praise was in the mouths 
of all, and through his instrumentality .Methodism took a 
higher position and received a mighty impulse. 

At one of our quarterly meetings, held at Paoli, he gave 
us very efficient help. Rev. Samuel Hamilton, the presid- 
ing elder, then in the full tide of popularity, was with us, 
and we had a time of interest and power Saturday and Sat- 
urday night. The love-feast on Sabbath morning was a 
time of refreshing. At the close of the love-feast it was 
reported to the presiding elder that a Presbyterian mission- 
ary, just from the East| was tarrying ov%r the Sabbath in the 
place and wished to preach to our congregation. Brother 
Hamilton, with great meekness, not knowing that Bishop 
Roberts would be present, gave the stranger the eleven 
o'clock hour. The missionary took for his text, "What 
think ye of Christ?" His discourse was a cold, dry, theo- 
rizing disquisition. He manifested none of the unction es- 
sential to success, and the disappointed congregation endured 
it as patiently as could have been expected. Soon after he 
commenced. Bishop Roberts entered the house and seated 
himself near the fire. The meeting was in the court-house, 
and the preacher occupied the judge's desk. As soon as 



lie had finished his discourse, the presiding el^Jer arose and 
informed the congregation that ouo of the eu peri oteD dents 
of the Methodist Epiiicopnl Churoh was present, and that he 
would in a few minutes address the congregation. Soon ho 
was erect, and dowlj moving toward the stand be w&s to 
occupy. As very few of the congregation had ever seen s ■ 
Methodist Bishop they were all eye and all ear. His ap- 
pearance was venerable and commanding;. As he announced 
his hynin the worshipers began to partake of his own devout 
spirit, and snng with the spirit and the understanding. 
They kneeled in prayer, and as he spiike to God in their 
Lehalf the whole congregation felt shocks of BiTine 
and realized that they were in the presence of God. Prayer 
ended, he announced for hia text, "Wherefore Beeing we 
also are compassed about with ao great a cloud of witnosso*," 
etc. He commenced by saying, "Yon have jnst had a ihe- 
orelical disoourBe, and I now propose giving you a praotjc«l 
one." Immediately every eye and every ear was under h 
control, and the audience was spell-bound for an honr and 
a half. The court-house was crowded, and such overwhelm- 
ing power attended the Word that the aadienco rote i 
viijsse and stood with open mouths each to receive hiit por- 
tion. The effect wi^ wonderful and never to be forgotten. 
I thought the visiting clergyman departed a wiser man, 
possibly entertaining corrected views of the mission tai 
power of the pulpit. 

The home-life and orrnngcments of BiHhop Roberta i 
as sitnple as his ministry was mighty. The following rvp- 
reaentation of his episcopal palace will give the reader* 
good idea of the magnificence of his new episcopal resU 
ilence: When bo moved int« it it consisted of rough log 
walls, clnphoord roof and aleepers, and had neither cbtn- 
ney. door, window*, fioor, or loft, or furnitnrc. His brother 
Iicwi* had i:rcH«d it, but it remained in this nnllniihej 
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condition when the Bishop moved his family into it. The 
first meal consisted of potatoes, roasted in the ashes, and 
served to the family on one of the sleepers instead of a 
table and dishes. With his family gathered about the sim- 
ple meal, he devoutly asked the blessing of God at the be- 
ginning and returned thanks at the close of the repast. At 
night the wolves gave them such an equivocal serenade, 
that a large fire was kindled in front of the opening of the 
cabin to deter them from entering. Having made their 
beds on some puncheons, and having committed himself 
and family to the watchcare of the Almighty, they laid 
them down and slept sweetly. He commissioned me to 
purchase some furniture for him, which I did, and in duo 
time the cabin was supplied with what was deemed sufficient 
for pioneer life and comfort. Perhaps the moving cause of 
his establishing his home here was the fact that his brother, 
Lewis Roberts, had settled here some years before. Lewis 
was a man of large natural endowments, a good historian, 
and an excellent Christian gentleman, universally respected. 
Though gifted in conversation and able to command the 
attention of any company, yet so timid was he that he 
could never be prevailed upon to pray vocally even in his 
own family circle. He was accustomed, however, to read 
the Scriptures, and then the family would kneel and spend 
a time in silent family prayer. 

The traveling preachers were always welcomed and al- 
ways benefited by their sojourn at the houses and in the 
families of these noble brothers. A day spent at the epis- 
copal parsonage always did me great good, for, while Bishop 
Roberts never compromised the dignity and purity of the 
Christian Bishop, and gave needful advice and instruction 
to his junior brethren, he could adapt himself to the wants 
of the company he entertained, and so completely disem- 
barrass them that they would feel at home and happy. He 

6 
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wiB of^n cheerful even to pleasantry. I sliall never forget 
the mirth-provoking manner in which he narraled to me 
his first experience in the business of solemDiEiuj! niarri- 
Hgea. One of Lewis Roberts's sons was abont to be married, 
and had invited his uncle, the Bishop, to officiate. Know- 
ing, however, that the Bishop might be called awa; on more 
important husiness, I was invited to he present also, so as 
to supply any lack of service. At the time appointed, as I 
was on my way to the place, I fell ii> company with Uie 
Bishop, also OD his way to the wedding. lie said to me, 
"I suppose that you are to marry them." 
" Only in case you failed to be present." 
" I would prefer," said the Bishop, " that you do it." 
"In no case could I consent, as you are to be present." 
"Are yon not authorised to perform the marriage eorr- 
ioe r 

I reminded him that he had ordained me at the last e««- 
sion of the Ohio Conference, and told bira that I hud com- 
lueuced my practice upon my colleague, Bev. Jos. PoWDell. 
"You," said he, "had a hi^h beginning," and then, witli 
a musical smile, added, "I had the privilege of begiiitung 
with a colored couple. When I was ordained dencon," 
said he, " I was appointed to Baltimore, and sood after «u 
called 00 by a colored man to marry him. At tbe appulnted 
Ijme I went to the place, and found the man and wonMB 
sitting together. In a few miuutee I requested them to 
stand up. Ab they tmc she took fright, and breakini; uwj 
from her affianced, rushed out of the back door anil disap- 
peared in the garden. Tbe would-be husband pur 
but after some time returned, saying that be < 
catch her, and seemed greatly mortified. I returned hmie, 
but after an interval of some days tho colored man retamed, 
and rcquuHied me to come again, aaaurinji; ne that ■ 
would stand now. I went, and to the great joy of tht ti 



BLUE RIVER CIRCUIT, MISSOURI CONFERENCE. 67 

iou8 man she stood until the ceremony was performed, and 
they pronounced man and wife. That," said the Bishop, 
with his inimitable smile, " was my start in that line/' 

During this year we had a camp-meeting at the forks of 
the Muskatatack, near Brownstown, which was numerously 
attended. A good religious influence pervaded the congre- 
gation from the beginning to the close 6f the meeting. 
Bishop Roberts was present, with his excellent wife, and 
during the meeting he preached several sermons of great 
power.. He preached a sermon from the text ^^How shall 
we escape if we neglect so great salvation?" which had a 
thrilling effect on the audience. That mysterious exercise 
called the jerks prevailed to some extent. Saints and sin- 
ners both were affected by them. In fact it was not con- 
fined to the people, but dogs and hogs took them. I saw 
both dogs and hogs so exercised with the jerks, that as they 
passed around it could hardly be perceived that they 
touched the ground at all. This exercise was to us unac- 
countable. I have often, on that and other occasions, seen 
persons under the influence of the jerks go through exer- 
cises beyond all comprehension. It would seem impossible 
for any one to pass through such exercises and live. For 
example, women, under this influence, would remain upon 
their feet for hours, the whole form convulsed from head 
to feet, throwing the body to and fro, so that the head 
would almost touch the floor, both forward and backward. 
The hair would soon become disheveled, and the violence 
of the motions was such that it would crack like a whip- 
lash. When, after hours of this kind of violent exercise, 
the influence passed oflF, they experienced neither soreness 
nor fatigue. My old friend Jacob Young, however, re- 
cords a case where the neck of one of the victims of the 
jerks was dislocated, of course producing instant death, 
I simply add my testimony to the fact and strangeness of 
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theae phenomena, and aliall not spend any time in specu- 
lating in rej,'ard to it. 

Brotlier Pownell was also at tliia camp mcctiu^, anil an 
incident transpired dnring it of special interest to him. 
During the eKercises of the meeting one night, sislcr I'ow- 
nell requested me to speuk to her hushaud to come to her. 
They immediately retired to the house of brother Evnns, 
near at hand, politely requested Bishop Koherts and wife, 
vho had already retired, to accommodate sister Pownell 
with the use of the room and bed, nod a few minutes, there- 
after they rejoiced in an addition to their family. 

We had another excellent camp-meeting on Coolej'f 
camp-ground, near Salem. This ground bad been occupied 
several succcesivc years, and commanded a large attend- 
ance of people. Hev. Snmucl Hamilton, presiding elder, 
superintended the meeting. Revs. John Cord and Tbunuu 
Sewell, who hud for many years been useful irnTcliog 
preachers, were present and gave valuable service. Thoi 
Milligan, Peter and Christopher Moaarcbal, and broihera 
Jenkins, Andrews, and Ilarher — beloved brethren, helil ia 
high esteem for thetr work's sake — ^lahorcd uanfutly for tba 
Hucccsa of the meeting. The result of the mt«ling wu 
highly gratifying, many being awakened and soniidljr OOB- 
vorled, whom I hope to meet in the kingdom of God. 

The Blue River circuit then embraced AVnshington, Jack- 
son, Orange, and Lawrence counties, and the county aesU| 
Saleu, Brown, Paoli, and Bedford, were preaching plttco. 
We had appointmentain many other smaller towns, saib n 
Bono and Otloans. Our strongest societies were ut or near 
Salem, Paoli, Bono, and at the forks of the MuscaUlB«k. 
It was a four week's circuit, and I performed the labur with- 
out a colleague. My salary waii one hundred dollars, wkieli 
was paid in full. Truly God was with us, and we h»i t 
ycai of BOL'casB in oar raligiuua inoveniuuta. At OM tina 
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daring the year some of our members, by some means, be- 
came tinctured with Pelagianism, and I had apprehension of 
a schism in the Chnrch. We did, however, what we could 
in the way of doctrinal teaching and pastoral attention, 
and by the blessing of Crod the tide turned favorably, and 
our erring members returned to sound doctrine and evan- 
gelical experience. My predecessor reported five hundred 
and six members, and I had the pleasure of returning to 
the conference five hundred and eighty-nine — an increase 
of eighty-three. 

The residence of Bishop Roberts in my charge, afforded 
me excellent opportunity of being posted in the general 
history of the denomination, and as the General Conference 
met this year, the denominational news was of unusual 
interest. The Conference held its session in the city of 
Baltimore, commencing May 1, 1820. Bishops M'Kendree, 
George, and Roberts were in attendance. Bishop M'Ken- 
dree, however, was so feeble in health that the Conference 
gave him virtually the privilege of superannuation, allowing 
him to do such work as in his own judgment he could 
safely perform. The matters which occupied the most of 
the time, and called out the most discussion, related to the 
mode of selecting the presiding elders ; the adjustment of 
difficulties that had grown out of the war of 1812 between 
societies of the Methodist Episcopal Church and those of 
the Wesleyan body in Canada ; the establishment of denom- 
inational schools ; the transfer of the powers and duties of 
the quarterly conferences touching local preachers to a new 
body called district conferences ; and instructions designed 
to control the manner of procedure in building houses of 
worship. Some of these questions elicited very earnest and, 
in some instances, impassioned debate. The Conference 
having ordered that presiding elders should thereafter be 
elected to their office by the Annual Conference, so violent 
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wflB the oppoBitinn of the minorilj to that action that Ret, 
Joshua Soule, who had been a few days preyioualy elected 
to the Episcopacy, declined to accept the office unless that 
ofTenMve act was rescinded. He was obstinate, and Bishop 
M'Keodree favoring his views tho Conference ultimiitely 
yielded. 

The Bev. Joho Emory, one of the pnrest ttnd ablest of 
our mioisters, was commissioned to bear the fraternal regards 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church to the British Confer- 
ence, and to secure such adjustment of the matters of dif> 
ference between our societies in Canada as would promota 
harmony and the success of the common cause. He wa» 
happily succesMful in securing prompt end fraternal action 
)n the part of the Mother Church. 

The General Conference was much perplexed over thtt 
question of education. Kepeated efforts to found liberal 
institutions had met with disaster, until those who had ]«■• 
bored hard and sacriGced much in this direction were dis- 
couraged. But they determined to open the way and gW» 
official indorsement to efforts npon the part of the Annaal 
Conference to found such institutions within their honiidi 
M they might deem practicable. The district Conferenoe 
arrangement was an olive-branch to the local miniatxy, 
many of whom thought that Euch a Conference would be 
promotive of great good. Though it failed to meet their 
anticipations and was afterward abandoned, yet it exhibited 
disposition of the General Conference to movt Ibt 

hes of the petitioners, and in that regard, doubllow, al- 
layed dissatisfaction, and for the time being promoted peace 
and harmony. In regard to the building of konsei of iror- 
ahip, the Conference ordered that they should not b« oon- 
menced until three -fourth a of the amount necewary to de- 
fray the expense had been Hecurod ; and that they ahoold 
be erected with free scats. Nvilhcr of theM reguUtioni, 
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howeyer, resnltcd in prodacing much practical change in 
these matters. The people of New England continued to 
rent their seats as usual, and the societies generally acted 
on their own judgment in regard to the financial manage- 
ment of the Church building. 




CHAPTER VI. 
MOUNT CARMEL CIRCUIT, ILLINOIS. 



IN the month of Septeiuber, 1820, the Missouri Conrureoce 
net at the Shiloh meeting-house, io St. Clair eouatj, 11- 
liDois, some ten miles from St. Louis. Bishop Roberta wu 
the preeidiog officer. It would not be correct to Bay ttist 
he occupied the chuir, bccnuse be was so sick as Dot to hn 
able to sit up, aud a bed being made for him in the obarob, 
hia noble frame struggled vitb disease, while Lis maaterlj 

ind gave direction to the business of Conference. Ar- 
rangements having been made for tamp-meeliog in the ad- 
joining grovo, the work of revival went on while the buw- 
nosa of the Conference was being transacted within duon. 
Preachers were detailed for the day Berviccs, while the 
le Conference took part in the services at night. Thero 
for the first time I sounded the Gospel trumpet to un Illi- 
nois audience. The grove then echoed with the niaalcrljr 
of the commnnding M'Allisler, and with the eloi|neDt 
and earnest appeals of Edward and Samuel Mitchell, David 
Sharp, Samuel Hamilton, and many olbere) bat their *o«ces 

tt long since still iu death, and, bo far as I know, I am 

B sole survivor of the band whoBe voices were heard from 
that platform. 

The following persona were received on trial: W. L. 
Hnwiey, EHos Ston«, Sumue! Baaaelt, Francis Moore, William 
CravODB, John S. M'C^rd, W. W. Kedman, II. Vredcubarg. 
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David Chamberlain, George K. Hester, James Simms, Isaac 
BrookSeld, Levin Green, Henry Stephenson, and Gilbert 
Clarke. 

At the close of that Conference the following appoint- 
ments were made for the great State of Illinois : 

Illinois District — D. Sharp, presiding elder. Illinois cir- 
cuit, Alexander McAllister; Okaw, Hackaliah Vrcdenburg; 
Cash River, Francis Moore; Wabash, Thomas Davis; Mount 
Carmel, John Stewart; Sangamon, James Simms; Shoal 
Creek, Josiah Patterson. 

With the prayers of our brethren, and leoking to the 
great Head of the Church for wisdom and grace equal to 
our trials and opportunities, we sallied forth to find and oc- 
cupy the fields assigned us. Every thing about us beto- 
kened that we should have to do with laying the very foun- 
dation of society. Illinois had been recently erected into a 
State, and her first governor. Bond, was serving his first 
term of office. 

The stream of time has borne away on its rapid current 
nearly the entire generation of those who were engaged fifty 
years ago in laying the foundation of the social and eccle- 
siastical institutions of our State. Few of those whom I 
shall mention in these reminiscences now live to read them. 

Mount Carmel circuit in 1820 and 1821 spread over the 
counties of Crawford, Lawrence, Wabash, Edwards, and 
White, embracing seventeen preaching appointments, and 
was what was called a " three weeks' circuit." And now, 
friendly reader, provided with a good horse, comfortable sad- 
dle, capacious saddle-bags, let us start on the round of the 
circuit. Our first Sabbath we spend in Mt. Carmel, preach- 
ing in the school-house, morning and night. Before leaving 
here it is proper to call up the reminiscences of the founding 
of this town which gave its name to the circuit. The orig- 
inal proprietors were Dr. M'Dowell, from Cliillicothe, Ohio ; 
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Judge Scoby Stewart, of New Jersey; Rev. Thomas S. 
Hinde — who used to be a contributor to our periodical 
press, uuder the nom de plume of TheopUilus Arniinius — 
aud Stubbs, from ooe of the Carolinas. These gen- 
tlemen haying purchased a large tract of land, and propos- 
ing to inaugurate a village enterprise, they employed as 
their financial agent Rev. William Beauchamp, a scholarly 
and eloquent Methodist preacher, of whom we shall have 
more to say hereafter. The proprietors being influential 
Methodists, and their agent being so extensively and favor- 
ably known by the Methodist public, it is not strange that 
the Methodist Episcopal Church had every encouragement 
in the town, and that the elements of a good society rapidly 
gathered there. 

At the Hinde's, and Russell's, and Beaachamp*s, and Stew- 
art's, and Tilton's, and other houses, the itinerant felt that 
he had real sympathy and reliable backing in every good 
work. 

Having preached in Mount Carmel on Sabbath and spent 
Monday in the pastoral visitations of the class, the circuit 
ride commenced on Tuesday morning. Ten miles down the 
Wabash, and at noon he finds at John Grove's a small 
congregation, to which he breaks the Bread of Life. He 
diverges a little from his course at this point to visit a 
strange community, under the leadership of Mr. Knapp. 
They were located at a place called Harmony, on the Indi- 
ana side of the river. Men and women lived separately, 
until the seventh year, when the family relation was ac- 
knowledged. They were distributed to the several useful 
trades and vocations according to the wisdom of their 
leader, who had such supreme influence over them, that io 
accordance with his teaching they thought eternal damna- 
tion would be the punishment that would overtake any one 
of them who abandoned their leader and the community. 
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I found them an honest and honorable people to deal with, 
and could alwajs depend upon getting an article good in 
quality and reasonable in price. But we must hurry on to 
our Wednesday appointment, which is at brother Ham- 
ilton's. 

We are here, only twenty-two miles from Mt. Carmel, 
and yet we already see cduse for grave apprehension in 
regard to the spirit of the people. An aged colored man, 
emigrating with his wife, camped in this neighborhood for 
the night. They were harmless, well-behaved old people. 
Yet such was the hatred for free negroes that their camp 
was visited in the night, and he was shot to death in cold 
blood. Nor did the civil authorities regard it necessary to 
give any official attention to the matter. The conviction 
from that time became deeply seated with us, that, if Illi- 
nois is saved from the curse of slavery, the Methodist 
preachers and people have a work to do. The candid his- 
torian will be prompt to give Methodism due credit for 
doing a large measure of the work in preventing the estab- 
lishment of slavery in this beautiful commonwealth. 

Thursday, at noon, we are addressing a congregation 
twelve miles further on, in the residence of John Hanna, a 
Carolinian, possessing a large landed estate, and glad to 
open his mansion for the itinerant and the Gospel which 
he preaches. Having shared his hospitality for the night, 
and having but five miles to ride to our noon appointment 
at brother Withron's, we pass leisurely through the beauti- 
ful savannas. But, while we are delighted with its fertility 
and beauty, we are somewhat startled by the evidence of 
recent earthquakes. These deep cracks in the earth, which 
still look so ghastly, could they speak with their broad 
mouths, would tell of the terrors of many an ungodly man, 
and of the anxiety of many a lukewarm Christian, as they 
supposed that the great day of His wrath had come. In 
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two valaable local preachi 
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'ery into the organic law, he 



assuroB ua that he regarda this as the Eurest and speediest 
way of ridding the country of slavery, "Let n»," lays he, 
"spread it out Bo thin that it will exhaust itself and die." 
His motivsB are honest, but we can not subscribe to his 
logic. 

A ride of nine miles, Saturday morning, brin^ us to out 
noon appointment at Henry Jones's. This is the oztreme 
point of our circuit down the river, and is nearly fifty miles, 
by the route we have traveled, from Mt. Carmol. The Icind 
family urges us to Htay here for the night, but we hava 
thirty miles to make by noon to-morrow, and we prefer to 
spend the night as near as may be to our Sabbaih work. 
The scattered sottlcre will come together from a distance, 
and, as we will have a larger percentage of unconvort«d 
persons lo address than we meet iu our week-day appoint- 
tucnts, we would be fresh and vigorous to meet the respoo- 
sibility. Saturday night finds us at brother A. Driger'ii, 
and Sabbath at noon we are delivering a messsj^ fVom 
God to the people gathered at the house of brother Qtorgt 
Mickles. Monday, at noon, four miles further norlli, w« 
preach at brother Wheeler's, Though it is wash-day, tin 
hungry peo]>le come together to get the Word of I,il«. 

Tuesday, at noon, we^ are at brother Jacob ShradeT*>, 
fourteen miles from the lust appointment, We shall heuH* 
forward always anticipate with pleasure the hnspitaliiy of 
this kind family. Here the itinerant pur fxetllmet find* k 
home. Itrolher Shrader gives hit san John to tho work, 
consecrates his hou»o ns a pri>nching-plnce, and, with an 
open pnr«e and a warm heart, co-operates in every good 
work. In thin neighliorhnod we form the actjiiaintanM of 
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the Scotch Curry family, of whom Rev. W. Beauchamp 
makes such eloquent mention in his notices of the triumphs 
of grace in the West. We shall have more 'to say of them, 
however, and of their son-in-law, Rev. John Scripps, when 
we come to speak of the camp-meeting, at which they find a 
home in the Church. Ten miles brings us to our Wednes- 
day noon appointment, at James Ryan's. 

Thursday we are in the saddle again, and, after ten miles* 
travel, reach the Ellison Prairie appointment, and at noon 
preach the Word to the people. Here the cotton -fields 
spread out in their whiteness. Yincennes, Indiana, looms' 
up ih the distance, and the landscape is one of surpassing 
loveliness. But we can not linger here, as we have to push 
forward twenty-two miles to our Friday noon appointment 
at brother Snipp's. We lodge at Rev. John Fox's, a super- 
annuated member of the New Jersey Conference, and his 
counsel, and prayers, and sympathy do us good. The Sat- 
urday noon appointment is only four miles distant, at Union 
Prairie. On Sabbath we are at Palestine, eighteen miles 
from the last-mentioned appointment, and here, in the 
school-house, we deliver our message to a congregation of 
considerable refinement and pretensions. 

Tuesday, at noon, we are twenty-five miles away, preach- 
ing at brother James Johnson's. This venerable man and 
his excellent companion, living twelve miles from Viuceunes, 
on the road to Mt. Carmel, give us a welcome so cordial, 
and enter so thoroughly into all the works of the young 
itinerant, that we shall always feel toward them as did Paul 
toward the house of Onesiphorus. At noon on Wednesday 
we address the people in the next neighborhood, eight miles 
distant, at the house of an estimable local preacher, Rev. 
John Ingersoll, a brother-in-law to Judge Scoby Stewart. 
Thursday, at noon, we close our round of appointments, 
within four miles of Mt. Carmel, at brother Charles Riggs's. 
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He being an acquaintance of ours from Western Virgiaia, 
we enjoy the renewal of that acquuinlaDce Iicre, where 
mountains are out of nght anil the atmosphere of rreettom 
is about ua. 

Here, glancing baekward, we find that during the past 
nineteen days we have preached eighteen tiue^, besides 
leading the clashes, marking the class-books, iufilruetiug 
the children, and visiting the people. We have swept over 
five countiea, making a journey of between two and three 
hundred mites. We have enjoyed it immensely, but the 
repetition of these travels and labors every three weeka, 
when the Fall rains, and the Winter enows, and the Sfirin^ 
mud comes, will test our powers of endurance thoroughly. 
But it IB an easy circuit in comparisoD with some we hire 
traveled. We have a good horse, a comforlable saddle, a 
strong umbrella, a sublime niisoion, and we would nut 
change places with the Governor of the State or the Presi- 
dent of the Union. They are laboring for the commun- 
wealtb, backed up by a majority of the people; we for tlie 
kingdom of God, appointed and supported by him. 

Our hopes for the year were fully realised. We cotn- 
menced with one hundred and fifty members; eipet-led to 
l^nthcr fruit while we scattered seed at every appointmcDt. 
At the close of the year we reported three hundred uicm- 
bors — an increase of one hundred per cent. One hundml 
of those had joined at the regular appoint meuta, and fifty 
uf them at the cauip-mee tings with which we wound up the 
yoar'a labors. As these camp-meetings were among tha 
grandest of their kind, we propose to give uur roadon oar 
Tcminiaoences of them. 

llie camp-meeting waa an institution in those duya fnvuljr 
priud by our pooplc, because ^'really honored of i!od u 
oorrylng forward hia work. During tLin year ou iIm Ml 
Cirroel circuit I had two camp-mcotings in I 
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weeks, both oi which proved to be meetings of great power 
and glorj. The first one commenced the 20th of August, 
1821, near Carmi, on the Little Wabash River, thirty-five 
miles below Mt. Carmel ; the other commenced the 27th of 
the same month in brother Manlove Beauchamp's neighbor- 
hood, near Mt. Carmel. 

Before I narrate the circumstances of these meetings, it 
may be interesting to the reader to obtain a general idea 
of the arrangements and regulations of camp-meetings in 
those days. In selecting grounds for camp-meetings we had 
respect not only to shade for the camp, water for the con- 
gregation, and pasturage for the horses, but also the char- 
acter of the surrounding neighborhood, preferring a com- 
munity that would appreciate the meeting, and assist in the 
maintainance of good order. The tents were mostly made 
by inclosing three sides and covering with boards, and leav- 
ing the side that faced the audience ground open, to be 
closed at night with blankets or sheeting. The grounds 
were lighted at night partly with fire-stands, which were 
elevated platforms covered with earth, and upon which a 
fire, fed with light, dry wood, was kept burning du«ng the 
night, or until the hour appointed for retiring to sleep. In 
addition to the fire-stands, candles were fastened to the 
trees by the auger-hole candlestick instrument, and each 
tent was expected to keep one candle burning in front. 
The time of retiring to bed and of rising in the morning, 
also the time of taking meals, and of family prayers, and 
public service were all announced from the stand at the be- 
ginning of the meeting. It was explained how the trumpet 
would signal these things, that all might conform promptly 
to the order of the meeting. As the signal for rising in the 
morning the trumpeter marched around the camp, souudiug 
the trumpet at the door of each tent; then, after giving suf- 
ficient time for dressing, the trumpet sounded from the stand 
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for familj prayers in the tents. The voice of song and prajor 
then rose from every tent at tlie same time, and sometiinca 
the power of OodMescended, and llie day contnieuced wilh 
the shout of a king in the camp. There was Hcrvice at lbs 
stand at eight, eleven, three o'clock, and at " candle light- 
ing," the intervening time being largely occupied wilh 
prajer-meeting at the stand or' in the tents. At the 
blast of the trumpet calling the congregation t« the btand 
for public worship, the occupants of the tente were expected 
to leave the tents and come into the congregation. Thd 
cooking was nearly ail done at home before the meeting 
commenced, and all arrangements made, so that meo anil 
women could spend their time, not in serving tables, but in 
feOKting upon the Word of God or ministering it lo others. 
The meetings generally commenced on Friday and cODlioned 
about four or five days. By commencing on Friday all 
that intended tenting arranged to be on the ground at tbo 
beginning of the meeting, and four or five days was abnat 
as long as food prepared at home would keep tn pro[i«r 
cooditioa for use. The attendance was not large as com- 
pared with the attendance on such tueetiugs iu older and 
more populous settlements, but as compared wilh the thin 
population of the country it was very large. At the csnip- 
weeting on Mt. Carmel circuit in 1821, soon after the Stale 
of Illinois had laid off its territorial garments, the altend- 
ance was about one hundred on Friday, three hundrud on 
Sttturday, six bandred on Sabbalb, three hundred on Hvn- 
day, and oue hundred on Tuesday, lo hear the olosiDg 
sermon, 

At the meeting near Carmi, on the Little Wabash River, 
I WHS assisted by brolher Wm. Beauchaiiip, Cbarli-n Slocutn, 
aud Samuel tiloiuni, and brolher M'Ueury. They all did 
good service and preached with a holy uncliou, hut brother 
Wm. Boauchamp was the master spirit, llo prcachud obm 
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each day. He was peculiarly blessed in the opening, and 
Sabbath, and closing sermons of the meeting. On the Sab- 
bath his text was Romans y, 1-4: "Therefore being justi- 
fied by faith/' etc. It was a sermon never to be forgotten. 
The workmanship was masterly, and the power attending it 
was overwhelming. The expectation of the congregation had 
been elevated to a lofty pitch daring the opening sermon 
of the meeting, but it continued rising. The members of 
the Church took advanced ground ;' the sons of Levi became 
mightily charged with the spirit of their station, and all 
labored together earnestly in the work. The closing dis- 
course was on the ^^inheritance of the saints," and was a fit- 
ting climax for the meeting. I had always seen brother 
Beauchamp great, but had seldom heard him soar with the 
soul-inspiring and heart-melting eloquence of that occasion. 
Many were awakened and converted during that meeting, 
and some tioenty united with the Church on the ground; 
others carried the arrows of conviction deeply infixed in 
their consciences and hearts as they sadly returned to their 
places of abode; and as they have nearly all passed the 
bounds of probation long since, I fondly hope that they 
have entered upon the possession of that inheritance that 
fadeth not away. 

The next Friday we commenced the other camp-meeting, 
near brother Manlove Beauchamp's, in the neighborhood of 
Mt. Carmel. It was also a quarterly meeting, and Rev. 
David Sharp, the presiding elder, was present, and took 
charge of the meeting. The preaching and prayer-meetings 
were attended with great power, and some forty-jive professed 
conversion and twenty-three joined the Church. Of the 
number that joined was a Scotch family that is deserving 
of special mention. This family had lately emigrated from 
Scotland, and settled in the neighborhood of Jacob Shra- 
der's. They had been educated in the observance of the 
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Salibatli after llie strictest Scotch CaahioTi, aud now, having 
none of their owd people with whom to asaociale, they Ci 
inenced atttiDiling preaching at brother Shrader's. Previoua 
to the quarterly meeting, according to our CDBtom, I read lh« 
General Rules iu each aociety, and once a year I read and 
explained the rulea to the whole congrcgatiou. Oa one 
these occftsiooa thia fumily remained Eo hear the rules read 
and explained. At the close of service they invited mi 
acaompaoy them to their home. I a(^cepted the invitatioo, 
and BO enjoyed the opportunity of further coDvcnatioa with 
them. Their home and lis surroundings indicated Deatoese, 
industry, and thrift, while the family proved to be intelli- 
gent, serious, and very hospitable people, They volunteered 
to inform me that they approved of our General Rules 
the exposition that I had given of them, and desired to form 
a more intimate acquaintance with our usages and people. 
During the conversation they startled me with the foilowiujf 
question: "Would you regard it as proper to read the Old 
Testaraent Scriptures on the Sabbath-day?" Their educa- 
tion had been such that they had scruples of conscienc* on 
this point, and as they had seen professors of religion not 
only reading the Old Testament hut eeuuUr books on tho 
Sabbath, it had somewhat staggered them. I gave them 
Buch explanations of the law of the Sabbath and of Apprv- 
priate Sabbath conduct an I thought proper under tho oir- 
curostances. The fumily consisted of eight persons; namely, 
the parents, three daughters, two sons, and a nephew. The 
woman had professed religion in Scotland. Tbo family at- 
tended the cu 111 p- meeting above described, and the remaining 
seven were converted. They were all bowed at the alu. 
aeekora of religion at the same time, and within uno boor nil 
wore soundly converted to (Jod, and IcJiIilying of hia won* 
drous grace. When the doora of the Cliarcb were Q|>aD«d 
they all came forward logi-thcr and applied for luembcraliip. 
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Their application was received, and they welcomed amid 
the rejoicings of the people of God. Brother Curry and 
his family became at once efficient working Christians. 
The family was indeed a model family, and proved to be a 
valuable accession to the Church in that part of our Zion. 
Agnes Curry, one of the daughters, was afterward married 
to Key. John Scripps, one of our able and popular preach- 
ers, and my successor on the Blue Kiver circuit. I can not 
well pass the name of brother Scripps without digressing 
long enough to record my recollections of his peculiarities 
and excellencies. He was by birth an Englishman. As a 
minister of the Gospel he was emphatically a MethodUt^ 
every thing being done after the strictest method. When 
he started around a new circuit he would copy into his 
hand-book a complete, list of the members of the Church, 
writing the names of the females with red ink and of the 
males with black ink. He would also map out on his 
hand-book the route from appointment to appointment, so 
that every cross-road or fork of the road were indicated. 
At each visit to each appointment he revised and perfected 
the class-book, making it and his own correspond, and when 
he left a circuit he left to his successor complete informa- 
tion in regard to every interest of the Church. He was 
once, if not oftener, a delegate to the General Conference — 
small in stature, but large in intellect, and valuable in 
labors. 

But to return to the camp-meeting. It was a glorious 
winding up of the Conference year, scattered the hallowed 
fire all over the circuit, and left it in a blaze of revival, 
brother Beauchamp, and brothers Hinde, IngersoU, and 
Sharp were among the honored laborers in this camp-meeting. 
A glowing account of these camp-meetings appeared in the 
magazine, from the pen of one of the ministers present on 
the occasion. 
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The result of the labors of the year were highly satis- 
factory. I had the honor of recording about one hundred 
and fifty names on the roll of Church membership, and have 
the satisfaction of believing that many of them are now re- 
joicing in the sanctuary above. 

I had, during this year, a singular experience with a 
band of horse-thieves, who at that time were defying law and 
order in that whole region of country. As the narrative 
will be of interest, as throwing light on the state of society 
at that time, and show how the people rose to protect them- 
selves when the ordinary officers and process of law seemed 
inadequate, I propose to give it in the next chapter. 

I did not attend the session of the Ohio Conference in 
the Fall of 1820, but as I intend recording the names of all 
received on trial in that Conference, from year to year, I 
will here insert the names of those admitted at that session. 
This is the more proper as some of them will appear again 
in subsequent pages of the narrative. They were, Alfred 
Brunson, William Crawford, Charles Thorn, James Collord, 
Daniel Limerick, Charles Truscott, Nathan Walker, AVil- 
liam I. Kent, William Simmons, Henry Knapp, Zarah 
Costin, James Havens, James Jones. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

A HORSE-THIEF CHASED, CAPTURED, AND PUNISHED. 

THE good people of Illinois and adjoining States were 
greatly harassed about the year 1819-20 with horse- 
thieves and counterfeiters. It was my misfortune to be vic- 
timized by one of the former, during the latter year. 
Sometime in the month of May I was spending a night at 
Jacob Shrader's. Observing * that the shoes of my horse 
were loose, I took him to the shop and had them removed, 
and then put him in the stable. Next morning the stable 
door was bolted as usual, but my horse was gone, and we had 
no difficulty in reaching the conclusion that somebody, either 
angry at me on account of my denunciation of sinners, or 
covetous of my noble horse, or possibly influenced by both 
motives, had stolen him. As the horse was shod behind, 
sharp, and without shoes on his forefeet, there was no diffi- 
culty in following the track. I immediately started on 
foot, and followed some miles, when the track suddenly dis- 
appeared. I made out finally that the thief had taken the 
back track, and that he had been maneuvering by grazing 
the horse along the fence corners, to make any one who 
might pursue him think that the horse was loose, and ram- 
bling at his pleasure. After operating in that way for 
some time, he left the fence, went out into the prairie, and 
performed some circling, as does a honey-bee before it 
takes its course. He then took his course toward the Wa- 
bash River, which was some ten or twelve miles distant. 
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Following on I found that lie had reached the ferry a liltia 
before daylight, I'or the dogs having arouaed the ferrjnitn 
he ascertained that some stranger had taken the boat 
ferried over, and then scot the boat adrift. It was now 
evening; I had been pressing oq all day, niid at night 
found myself where the thief had been before daylight ia 
the moruing, I hiilted fur the nightat the house of brotber 
Armstrong. He entered into full sympathy with me, and Jo 
the morning brought out two of his best horses. I mounted 
one and he the other, nnd we started on the track a. 
After eroaBing the river, instead of following the track we 
commenced investigating whether the thief had recroeaod 
the river above or below the ferry. After Batisfying our- 
Belvea that be had not, \re immediately struck across to 
White River to see if he had crossed that. We, however, 
spent the whole day without gelling any informatioD. 
now saw that we had committed a great blunder in not ulick- 
ing to the track and following it in all its meandering*. 
We put up for the nigbt much discouraged, but not ii 
least inclined to give up the chase. 

Next morning we tried to make a bee-line fur William 
Hawkins's ferry on White River, going mnch of the tina 
thruugh the forest. As we were jogging along through tka 
woods, reflecting bow much the thief bad the start of tu, 
and the strong probabilily that be was already beyond oar 
renoh, we would at times become despondent, und hod a 
cunuluded that if we should get no furibcr information 
against night we would nbandun the hunt. Suddenly, ia 
tbe midst of our gloom, and here in ibe patfalesa forest, v* 
struck upon the well-known track of ibe stolen horw. It 
waa indeed a sudden transition from despondency to bopt. 
Our bofMS, that bad appeared na dull ns oursclvaa, e«nglit 
the eonlagion, and pranced along witii new lif« and vigor. 
A few miles brnagbt us to a hou«e nhero we oUtwned 
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valuable information in regard to the object of our search. 
In answer to inquiries, the man informed us that '^ last 
night, just as the stars were beginning to shine, a stranger 
rode up and inquired if there would be any chance of cross- 
ing the river below the ferry. I told him the river was 
high, and it would be dangerous to attempt it. He said he 
could swim his horse by the side of a skiff or canoe, but I 
advised him," said our informer, '^ to go to Hawkins's ferry, 
as it was only three or four miles distant, and told him that 
if he hurried he might reach there before the ferryman had 
retired to bed." He said the man left in haste in the direc- 
tion of the ferry. 

We were greatly encouraged ; the thief evidently thought 
that he had outwitted his pursuers, who were only one day 
behind him. Providence seemed to favor us; we thanked 
God and trotted on cheerily. We soon reached the ferry, 
and from the ferryman obtained full information in regard 
to the name, description, and plans of the thief. His con- 
duct on reaching the ferry had been such as to excite sus- 
picion at first, and then the ferryman recognized him as an 
acquaintance, and drew out of him, without appearing to 
have any design in the matter, his destination, and the route 
he intended to take. The information he gave us was 
about as follows: "About bed-time a man rode up and sat 
on his horse near the ferry for a time, as though he was 
half inclined to take a ride on his own account. After a 
little he rode up the river a short distance, hitched his 
horse, and then came down near the house and stood listen- 
ing, perhaps to ascertain whether we were awake in the 
house. He then returned to his horse, mounted it, and 
rode down to the ferry and called for the ferryman. I 
asked him " said the ferryman, " if he could make change. 
He said he had nothing smaller than a five-dollar bill. I 
told him to come in and have it chanpred. He alighted 
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from hla horse and cnnie lo (he door, but 
door opeacd ho recognized me uud darted back, saying that 
his eyes were sore and the Ii(;ht hurt them. 
the bill, keeping his face out of aiglit. I rccognixed him 
as one William Baker, of Powell's Valley, over the Cumber- 
land Mnunlairs, I (old my family that I knnw Baker, and 
that he always carried counterfeit mooey. I handed hack 
the bill, telling him that I could not change it, but not in 
titnating any suspicion of the money. Baker was urgent to 
get over, and offered me his jack-knire, for which I agreed 
to set him over the rirer. I called bim by name, and 
claiming acquaintttoce, we entered into familiar conversa- 
tion. I admired his horse, which was a splendid fellow, 
and he told me that he paid one hundred and fifty dollars 
for it. I inquired after hia relations, with whom I was ac- 
quainted, and talked without any 
the course of the conversation I learned (bat he iutended 
going to Owl Prairie to visit hix uncle U., and tbence to Ml. 
Sterling to visit his uncles 0. and K., and thence to hit h- 
ther'a residence in Powell Valley," Possessed of such mi- 
nute information, though Bukor was two days in adranoc of 
me, I was confident of success in capturing him. AAcr 
thanking Mr. Foster for the information, Mr. Aruistroug and 
myself hurried on to Washington, and put the matter iota 
the hands of the sheriff of (he county. Selecting two meo u 
assistants, the sheriff star(ed off in hot pursuit, and by 
traveling all night, they reached the residence of Bakar'i 
uncle H,, just at the break of day. To ibeir chagrin, how- 
ever, upon inr[uiry they found that Baker had left there juel 
at daybreak, twenty-four hoars in advance of (bom. Tbcj 
rnportcd that he had gone to Mt. Storllng. which agn«4 
with his plan m given to Foster nt the ferry, Tlio sheriff 
returned lo WaiibingtOD where I had remained, and t«port«4 
progreM. Armstrong returned home. The 
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WasbiDgtoQ furnished me another horse, and I started alone 
and pushed my journey until near midnight, when, in view 
of the darkness and my ignorance of the country, I was 
compelled to stop and wait for morning. I was in the sad- 
dle with the break of day, and at four, P. M., had got 
within twelve or fifleen miles of Mt. Sterling. I rode up 
to a house, and the occupant coming out at once recognized 
me as a preacher, and besought me to remain and preach 
for them that night. A plan immediately presented itself 
to my mind which I adopted and acted upon. The invita- 
tion was accepted, the congregation gathered, and a sermon 
preached. At the close of the sermon, I took the brother 
in whose house I preached to one side, and requested him 
to select out of his neighbors present four or five men whom 
he could trust, and bring them to me. He did so. I stated 
my case, and inquired whether we could not surround the 
house of Baker's uncles 0. and R., before morning, and 
capture the thief. They all entered heartily into my inter- 
est and plans, and being acquainted with the localities, were 
sanguine of success Soon after we started, however, the 
rain began to descend. It became very dark and muddy, 
and they advised that we put up till morning, and I con- 
sented. In the morning, when we came to one of those 
houses, we saw the fresh tracks where the horse we were 
seeking had just been taken from the stable. We were 
confident that the thief had not more than one hour the 
start of us. Our horses seemed to partake of our sanguine 
and eager spirit, and we anticipated swift success. Soon, 
however, the traces indicated that the thief was maneuver- 
ing to deceive his pursuers and cover his flight. And he 
succeeded so well that a whole day of hard work in trac- 
ing his route had only brought us four miles from where 
we struck the track first in the morning. We were now in 

the immediate vicinity of Mt. Sterling. The intelligence 

8 
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Iiad preceded na to the village thiiL we were io pursoU of 
a Lorse-thief. "When we entered Kaq. Aabui'j aud ooe of 
the cDDstablcs of the place met me and told me that a maa 
and horae aiiBWering the deecriptioD I gave, were seen at 
uine o'clock in the moraing, fillecD miles on the road to 
Keutuckj, by way of Maek'a ferry, and eighteen niilea be- 
low the falls. They proposed to me to remain and rest in 
Mt. Sterling, and they would go for the thief; and they 
said they would not return without him. "Best easy," said 
they; " we will bring him back if we have to go to Not* 
Scotia for him." They were so hearty in the matter, tliat 
I consented, and they started. Alter they had gone I 
learned the reason of the maneuvers of Baker thut had de- 
tained UB SO much. It appeared that (luring a visit be had 
made to this uncle not long before, he had attended a parly 
dressed in women's clothes, and had committed misdemean- 
ors, on account of which a State warraut had boco issued, 
which WHS now in the hands of the constable, llo had 
been notiBed of this fact, and that waa the occasion of hia 
maneuvering to cover his course. But to pursue tlio narra- 
tive as given by Esq. Asbury after his return. At Mack* 
ferry Baker had tried to pass a counterfeit five-dollar bill 
on the ferryman, but be detected it, and would not take it 
He said he mmt cross, and took the shoes off the liind feet 
of the horse with which to pay his ferriage. They pusfaod 
on to Hardin, in Kentucky. He hud been seen lo tixUr lbs 
town, and the horse with the bobbed tail and roaehod niaM 
had attracted attention, but uo one could be found that had 
aeeo hiiu go out of (own. They were hero baffltid for a 
day ; the shoes hnviDg oow been retnoved from the hind 
feet of tbe horse, they could no longer track him as befara. 
But alW a day of delay and inquiry a boy was found who 
had aeeu a man with such a horse go out through a oertoin 
alley while iho people wore at breakfaat. Frooi this tuM 



HORSE-THIEF CAPTURED AND PUNISHED. 9l 

tbey had no difficulty in keeping his route. The bald-faced 
horse, carrying a high head, and tail bobbed and roached, 
had been seen all along the way. So on they pushed over 
the Cumberland Mountains into Carmel county. At Jacks- 
boro, as they ascended an eminence, they saw a man down 
in the valley, off his horse, taking a drink. On seeing them 
he sprang into his saddle, and without putting his feet into 
the stirrups, moved off at full speed. They jogged on with- 
out appearing to notice or take any interest in him. Grad- 
ually his fears seemed to subside. Thus they jogged on 
some fifteen miles, sometimes near to each other, and some- 
times further apart. They knew they were approaching a 
stream of water, and anticipated that his horse would want 
to drink there; and they planned to enter the water, one 
on each side of him, and when in right position to seize 
him. Their plan proved a success. Their careless manner 
had thrown Baker completely off his guard. As all the 
horses were drinking, their's stepped along until one was on 
the right and the other on the left. The iron grasp of one 
of the men took hold of the collar of the thief; the horses 
parted, and they came down together ; the other man sprang 
over the stolen horse and lighted astride of the thief. Now 
a prisoner, he confessed his guilt. They pinioned his arms, 
tied him on the horse, and took the back track. At the 
first blacksmith-shop they reached they had irons put on to 
him, and then with all convenient speed returned to Mt. 
Sterling, the place where the party had left me. 

By this time the whole region embraced in my extensive 
circuit had become aroused on receiving intelligence of my 
loss, and different parties had organized and started out in 
different directions in pursuit of the thief. The excitement 
extended to adjacent counties in my former (Blue River) 
circuit. The thief had passed through Paoli. As soon as 
it came to their ears, Mr. Linley, the sheriff, started in 
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pursuit, and at the next county seat, Mr. Tucker, the sheriff 
of tliat county, joined in the chase, and they started to- 
gether to Mt. Sterling to have au interview with me. 
had found the long suspense too great to allow me to 
main inactive, and had started ou in that direction. Tliej 
told uie that they helievcd they could overhaul the thief 
before Eaq. Asbury and the constable, at all eveuls they 
would make the atteuipt. On they started, and were mak- 
ing good time toward the mountains, when, somewhere in 
Keutucky, they met the returning party, having the thief ia 
irons. The four returned to Mt. Sterling in ootnpaDy, 
They paused in the Buhurbs of the village to prepare for ui 
imposing entrnnce. One of them took off bis red flaoDel 
shirt, tore it up, and made flng!< of it; then they mnrohotl 
into town with flying colors. They went to the tavern and 
ordered dinner, lodged the prisoner in jail, and then dta- 
patehed a messenger for me. The messenger soon coDcladed 
that I had gone further than they anticipated and they would 
not be able to wait until my return, so he returned and 
made his report, At a preliminary consullutiun, in view 
of the fact that the State of Illinois had no penitentiary, 
and the county in which the crime was coniniitted had no 
jail, they decided to give him the benefit of an itnmedUtA 
trial and summary puuishmcDt. Calling in five other citi* 
xenn, making nine in all, they orgauited a court, found hii 
guilty of horse -stealing, and sentenced him to re«eivo ittj 
Blripes on the naked buck. Eight of the men were la Uy 
on live stripes each, and the ninlb man to Uy on loD stripM, 
making the fiOy in all. A constable, who had id ha 
Stale warrant fur Baker, on account of the former oatrag* 
perpetrated by him in that community, volunteered lo lay 
on the final ten atripes, and assured the cuurt that it abonld 
be well done. About midnight ihcy wont to tho jail, look 
the priaoner oat, and conducted him about one mile l^«mi 
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the village, stripped bim of hat, coat, jacket, and shirt. 
'^Now clasp your arms around that gum-tree!" He did so, 
and was securely tied in that position. Sheriff Linley was 
stationed by him, with a knife in one hand and a candle in 
the other. "William Baker, you have been convicted of 
the crime of stealing a horse, and sentenced to receive 
fifty lashes on your bare back. You are now to receive that 
punishment, and if you make any ado I shall cut your 
throat from ear to ear." The sentence of the court, as thus 
communicated, was brief but sufficiently emphatic. The 
sharp blade of the knife shining in the flickering light of 
the candle was significant of the stern purpose of the 
speaker. The other eight men were stationed about eight 
rods from the prisoner. At the signal one of them marched 
up and delivered his five stripes. The party exclaimed, 
"Well done; your elbow must have been well greased!" 
As this one returned to the party, he was met midway by 
the second, who received at his hands the cowhide. He 
advanced and delivered his five, and he too was applauded 
as having acquitted himself handsomely. As he retired, 
the third man met him, received the cowhide, and advanced 
to his work. The prisoner, writhing under the severe treat- 
ment, and not without good reason, thoroughly alarmed as 
to the probable result, had drawn his body partly around 
the tree, so as to be somewhat protected by a sapling that 
grew near it. A severe cut on the ankle with the cowhide, 
which the executioner said was not to be counted, brought 
him out of his fort, and the five lashes were laid on to the 
satisfaction of the listeners. They applauded as before. 
The prisoner had now received thirty lashes, beside the one 
not to be counted, when he suddenly got loose, and through 
the darkness made his escape. Whether the sheriff had 
been moved to pity by the severe punishment, and feared 
that the poor fellow would be killed outright and so cut 
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Itiui hone, or whether the pri^oaer broke loose, no OM 
could tell. The attempt to recapture him was iueBectual, 
and tlius, without hat, coat, jacket, or ehirt, and with » 
bloody back, he reached his uncles, who lived near hj, and 
by them pruhublj waa assisted iu getting away. In the 
morning the company called on these uncles, 0. and B., 
and inquired of them, " Have you seen any thing of & 
young man without a shirt, and with hia hat in his bosom?" 
The parties inquired of were mum with alarm, "We bad," 
rejoined the visitors, "an interview with such a young man, 
and ho iulbrined us that you are connected with the coin- 
pany of horse-thieves and counlerfeilera that ha»6 been 
preying upon the people for this eome time past, and mow 
we give you just ten days to take yourselves beyond onr Jo- 
risdiotioo. If you are within our reach at the eod of that 
time you may expect similar punishment to that infiicted o 
your nephew." It proved to be a moving address. Thie 
duty performed, the party returned to town, and ware i*- 
ceired with demonstrations of the wildest rejoicing on tlie 
part of the citizens. The beat cariiagc that could bo ob- 
tained was brought out, and the four men who had brought 
Buker to town were seated in the carriage, and the jubiUnl 
crowd escorted them around the village with the moat d«- 
■uonstralive enthusiasm. It had transpired tbat Baker waam 
kind of mesiienger among the thieving gang, carrying Um 
iinplemeata of counterfeiting, and conveying intelligence from 
uDO place to another. It was hoped that his puniahmcnt 
and this damonalraliuu would exert a salutary effect upon 
all concerned. At the conclusion of (he triumphal march 
the aheriSs returned to their homes. 

Soon at^er they had lell the town I arrived. The town 
waa atilt iu a high stale uf glee. The crowd gatfaerwl 
about me and congratulated mo upon the recovery of tajr 
liurae, and Heiiuiro Anbury anil the ounslablc narrated to 
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me the facts of the pursuit, capture, return, trial, aud pun- 
ishment suhstantia^y as narrated above. They insisted that 
I should go with them and see where the punishment was 
inflicted. They showed me the tree where he was tried, 
the spot occupied by the eight men, and the hat, coat, 
jacket, and shirt of the prisoner, hung up by the road-side. 
I now came to look at my horse, and my gladness at his 
recovery was greatly marred by the evidences of cruel 
treatment he had received. When he was taken from the 
stable at brother Shrader's he was in full flesh, round, 
sleek, and full of life; now he stood almost a skeleton, 
jaded and downcast. Instead of the cheerful sign of rec- 
ognition with which he was used to welcome me, he paid 
not the slightest attention to my caresses. Poor fellow; he 
had traveled five hundred miles — and, if the windings and 
maneuverings were counted, much more than that — in seven 
days, while his feeding had, in all probability, been irregu- 
lar and scant. If the reader can fancy how much a young 
itinerant, without family, and hundreds of miles from home, 
with little property except his horse, and fortunate in hav- 
ing a superior one, prized his horse, he can fancy how I 
pitied the noble creature, as I stood stroking his flabby 
hide, which lay in wrinkles, not having had time to adapt 
itself, as yet, to his suddenly reduced flesh. I spent a few 
days at Mt. Sterling, resting my horse, and then returned 
to Mt. Carmel. I was received with a hearty welcome and 
many congratulations. When I started oS on foot in pur- 
suit of the thief some of my friends bad said, "Stewart has 
perseverance, and he will not return without both horse 
and thief." It was my good fortune to sustain the opinion 
they had expressed.' The horse rapidly recruited, regained 
his flesh and life, and for four years longer gave me excel- 
lent service. 
This incident had thoroughly aroused the people, and 



determJDcd thciu to make commoa cause Against the bands 
of lawless men known to be perpetrating crime ayatematit^- 
ally. A public meeting was called and a society orgatiticd. 
Certain men were appointed, whoso business it waa to ulart 
in immediate pursuit wlien any act of theft was reported; 
others were to attend to the work of these parties during 
their absence, and their expenses were all to be paid by the 
sooiety. The organization increased rapidly, and its influ- 
ence was extensive and SBlutary. Soon after this another 
Booiety was formed, further north, that tdked great swelling 
words, but gave anmistakable evidence that it was in »yiu- 
pathy with the opponents of law and order. The tide of 
popular sentiment, however, had reached snob a pitch that 
the lawless begnn to quail before it. 

The two months that remained of my year on Ml. Carmul 
circuit passed quickly and pleasantly. The quarterly cod- 
ference, by formal vote, requested my return for aoolbet 
year; but, having accomplished the two years of frontier 
labor that I bad volunteered to do, and having postponed ■ 
matrimonial engagement of several years' standing, I felt 
myself, both in honor and incIiDation, bound to return to 
Ohio. I ^erefore respectfully declined the invitalJoii, and 
made my preparations for my journey to Conference. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

VINCENNES CIRCUIT, INDIANA. 

1821-28. 

THE thought of a reuDion with loved friends at home 
relieved in great part the pain that I would otherwise 
have experienced in bidding adieu to those I loved so 
dearly on Mt. Carmel circuit. Turning eastward, I soon 
lost sight of the beautiful plains of Illinois, and making 
but a brief visit among mj old friends of Blue River cir- 
cuit, I swept rapidly across the growing State of Indiana, 
and on to the eastern limits of Ohio, in the valley of the 
Hockhocking. I found myself in the enjoyment of a hearty 
welcome from parents, and brothers and sisters, and old 
classmates. A few miles from my father's residence resided 
a pious young woman who awaited my coming, and I was 
not long in finding my way thither. When we entered 
into matrimonial engagement five years before, I had not 
then decided fully upon my life-work; even after I was 
enrolled among the itinerants in the field it was not certain 
that I would find it my duty to continue permanently in 
that work. The work had been arduous, and the pay, 
speaking after the manner of men, had been poor. It was 
not the hardness of the work, nor the poorness of the pay, 
that was to decide the question. The question was, *'Is 
this my vocation?" "Will God make me the honored in- 
strument in turning the people to God?" I could no longer 

hesitate in regard to this. The great Head of the Church 
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1i»d tilcssed me in every Geld I lind been sent to cultiTato^ 
[luUiug Lis tieul to »iy ministry. Thci<e matters all talked 
over, OD the 19th of August, 1821, with llie full coosont 
and approbatioD of parents and relatives on both aides, 
led to the ultar Miaa S. Long, and we were united in t 
holy bonds of matrimony. A few daya after our inarriaga 
we went to Lebanon, Ohio, to allend the session of tha 
Ohio Conference. 

The following brethren were adniitled on trial: W. 
Hughes, James T, Donahuo, Richard Brandriff, George W. 
Muley, John Pardo, John Walker, William Tipton, Williwn 
H. Colling Robert Dobbins, Henry S. FarDandiB, and PtsU 
B. Morey. 

I had expected Bishop Roberts, acpordiog to pTomis*) 
to re-transfer me to the Ohio Conference. He regarded 
the demands of the work in the Missouri OoDferenoe M 
pressing, that he entreated me to eonscnt to spend Dnother 
year in tliat work. I promised to lay the mailer before 
my young wife, and if she was willing I promised to go. 
8he bad given all to God and the Church wbeo she marriad 
a Methodist preacher, and was ready to go wherever th* 
authorities of llie Church should appoint. In view of thii 
unexpected return to the Missouri Conference, it would ha*« 
been agreeable to me to have been rGlurncd to Mt. Ci 
circuit, but as I had anticipated remaining in Oliiu, I hmd 
Tocommended brother Robert Delap, a young preacher of 
my Bcquuutauce, to that circuit, and he had already, by 
my snggcxtiou, asked the Bishop fur that oppoinUnent. 
I could not DOW honorably interfere. 

From Lebanon we proceeded direct to Ml. Camel, * 
wo spent a month, attending camp-mcoling, and going 
round the circuit before the meeting of the Minioori 
forence. The camp-meeting was ■ lime nf ]iower, Bad tha 
grcetin]! of my friend*, on aeconnt of my uneipcctoil 
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iirere refreslbing to myself and wife. Leaving Mrs. Stewart 
at the hospitable residence of brother Scoby Stewart, Samuel 
Hamilton, David Sharp, and myself started to M'Kendree 
Chapel, Cape Girardeau county, Missouri, where the Con- 
ference was to meet The preachers from these widely 
scattered fields came together, and ready to report progress 
and receive marching orders. As was not unusual in those 
days, a camp-meeting was held in connection with the ses- 
sion of the Conference. Divine power attended the preach- 
ing of the Word, and all that country round about realized 
that the times of refreshing had come from the presence of 
the Lord. 

At that Conference the following brethren were admitted 
on trial : P. Kandle, James Bankson, John Blasdel, A. W. 
Gassed, James Keyte, James Armstrong, James L. Thomp- 
son, Abraham Epler, Dennis Willey, John Granville, and 
Ebenezer.T. Webster. The following persons were ordained 
elders at this Conference: Alexander M*Calister, John Wal- 
lace, John Harris, Job M. Baker, and myself. To me the 
solemn service of ordination was profoundly impressive, and 
in the depths of my soul I felt the " vows of God are upon 
me." The same day that I was ordained I was seized with 
sickness. Conference adjourned, and the preachers, with 
saddle-bags in hand, pronouncing mutual blessings on each 
other, were starting for their fields of labor. I could not 
bear the thought of being left behind, so rallying all the 
force possible I was placed in the saddle, and kept along 
with my company during the day. The night was one of 
terrible suffering. The fever was succeeded with a dreadful 
night-sweat. The tedious hours, however, wore away, and 
morning found me alive. It seemed almost madness for me 
to leave my bed, but when the horses were brought out for 
starting I called for mine, and I succeeded in keeping the 
saddle during the day. And thus, with the assistance of 
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my traveliog companion?, and tbe bIcsmDg of God, I readied 
Mt. Carmel. Best, tte medical ntleodance of Dr. Bean 
champ, tbe kind Duraing of my excelleot wife, aod the 
prayers of God's people in my behalf, Bacceeded in throwing 
off disease, and in about a month after Confereace I wai 
able to report at the post of labor. 

I was again io the Indiana district, Rev. Samuel Hbiii> 
ilton, presiding elder. The following ptao of the circuit 
indicates my twenty-three appoiiitments, their distance 
apart, the hours of preaching, the numbers in the claasca, 
and the nsual stopping places, or preachers' homes. This 
circuit embraced Knox and Davis counties, and Urge por- 
tions of Martin, Green, and Sullivan counties. The year 
before it had extended up the Wabash River as far as Tcr/e 
Haute, but the upper portion of tbe circuit bad been cut 
off and called Uoney Creek circuit. I had remuiniug, huw- 
ever, as shown by the plan, twenty-lhree nppointmeols, and 
a ride of one hundred and seventy-Gve miles every four 
weeics. Yincennes, the old territorial capital of the Stale, 
was one of my preaching places. It had beou the roaideDce 
of William Henry Harrii,on, commander of the North- 
western army in the War of 1812, the excellent Governor 
of the Indiana Territory, and afterward the honored Proi- 
deot of the United States — a man equally honest and eiti' 
cere whether fighting for his country, treating with lb« 
Indians, occupying the Presidential chair, or kneeling at k 
Methodist mourners' bench. 

Methodism early gained a footing in that pli 
those who assisted in building up Melhodirm and Cfafu- 
tianity there was D. Bonner, a merchant, doing a large bori* 
uess, and commanding the respeot of the community fkr uid 
near hy his rectitude in busineau and bia activity and con 
aiatenoy as a C'hrlatian. Ilia noble wife, though r«tic«nt ii 
tier hahil, wbm iiilnlligcnl, diaerecl, devotedly pions, aod • 
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helpmeet for such a man. She was of the Reynolds family, 
of Urhana, Ohio, a family widely known and as widely 
esteemed. May their good name remain on our Church 
roll for many generations! David Brown, who lived near 
Yincennes, was a Methodist of the old Baltimore type, and 
devoted to the interests of the denomination. He was the 
most prominent steward of the circuit, and heing a man of 
energy and excellent husiness ability, his influence pervaded 
the circuit, and he was regarded as a leading spirit among 
the hosts of our Israel. 

Wesley Harrison, a man of fine education, extensive 
property, and, better than all, of deep piety, lived at Car- 
lisle. He was emphatically a man of God. It is, doubt- 
less, the duty and privilege of every Christian to pray with- 
out ceasing. Brother Harrison had learned this secret, and 
lived in a heavenly atmosphere. Between forty and fifty 
years ago he graduated from the school of Christ on earth, 
but his name is retained in affectionate remembrance, and 
is truly as " ointment poured forth." Rev. Samuel Hamil- 
ton married a sister, and Rev. Job M. Baker, a wife's sister, 
of brother Harrison. 

Abraham Miller lived near Carlisle. His house was 
opened for preaching and for the entertainment of the trav- 
eling preachers. It was a charming home for the weary 
itinerant, and I regarded his as a model family. Rev. John 
Miller, long a laborious and faithful preacher, was a son of 
his. Hugh Ross, Esq., a good lawyer and acceptable local 
preacher, married one of his daughters. 

Washington, the seat of Davis county, was about the cen- 
ter of the circuit. It was a pleasant and thriving town. 
We occupied the court-house as a preaching-place, and had 
a good congregation and society. 

At Bethel, a little south of Washington, resided Rev. 
John Wallace, a venerable minister, long identified with the 
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work, and much beloved. Every circuit tliat koew him t 
more thao willing to have liim as iU preacher. He 1 
raised a fiimilj tliat was an honor and blessing to him. 
the same neighborhood lived the Jones familj and 
Horrell family, numerous, respectable, and influential. 

While I can not cull special attention to hut a few of tlM 
inany excellent faniilieg of that circuit, I must not full ta 
mention Wm. Hawkins, the owner of Hawkins's ferry, i 
White River. He was a maa of great moral worth, a ta 
atantial member of the Church, and having been blessed of 
God with property, he had learned the secret of getting the 
largest amount of enjoyment from it; uamcly, by dcdicaltog 
it to the Lord, and using it for the promotion of bis glory. 
I have abundant reason to reniemher bis kindness. Ho 
welcomed me and my wife to bis home, and made it truly* 
home to us. There our first-born, John Wesley, was gireo ■ 
to UB. At the end of the year, when we inquired for our 
board bill, he assured us that we were welcumc to all ittey 
bad done for us. This favor was the more Rpprociated by 
us as we bad not reeeivoJ one-half of our diseiplinBry i 
luwance for the year. The year was one of new espeiv 
ences, new trials, and new joys. Though I had not gathered 
as many sheaves as on some former charges, yet 1 had bees 
Bowing good seed, and I commitlcd the matter to the Lord, 
in hope that he would water it, and another, if not nyMtT, 
would gather the harvest. 

It was definitely uoderetood when I was nppoiulvd la i 
Vlucennes circuit that at the close uf llic ye&r I waa la ba 
transferred to the Ohio Conference. Wc made our arrni^v- 
ments to return in time to attend iho session of that Con- 
ference. Myself, wife, infuut son, and a Kniall packin):-bai 
slowed away in our gig, behind our famous horae, we bid 
tried and faithful friends good-by, and started on our long 
Kod tedious journey. It proved, indeed, more tediixu tluB - 
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we had anticipated, and in several instances we found our- 
selves exposed to extreme peril, and but for providential 
interference should have met with disaster. I shall only 
have room to record two or three of these. We crossed 
the east fork of the White River above the falls at Hindu- 
stan. The bridge was below the mill, and the bank was 
very high and steep. To lighten the load I walked and led 
the horse. When about half way up the hill he stalled and 
commenced backing. On my right hand was a perpendicu- 
lar precipice of fifty feet, and below this a depth of proba- 
bly fifty feet of water. The terrible plunge seemed to be 
inevitable. Down and down with increased velocity rolled 
the gig to the very brink of the precipice. It seemed for a 
moment that my wife and child were doomed to perish, and 
no one can fancy the horror of that moment to me. But 
God stretched out his hand. He had in his plan work for 
that woman^ to do, and that infant boy was to have a period 
of probation before he should be called hence. Just on 
the brink of the precipice the wheel struck an insignificant 
bank, the horse gathered up, and we were saved. With 
hearts full of gratitude we pressed our boy to our hearts, 
and thanked God for his preserving care. 

Dr. Austin lived about five miles from this place, and we 
were anxious to reach his house that night. The road was 
mountainous, and we were not without anxiety in regard to 
our success. By and by we came to a mountain so long and 
rugged that we both got out to walk up. About half way 
up the horse again stalled and commenced backing. The 
gig soon gained such velocity as completely to ov^ermaster 
the horse, and turning aside it thundered down into a deep 
ravine, overturned and tangled the horse in the harness, so 
that he lay utterly helpless. I cut the harness, and with the 
assistance of my wife succeeded in getting the horse up, 
righted the gig, ascended the mountain, and after hard toil- 
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ing at length reached the place for which we were aiming. 
Every day brought us nearer home, and at laet we found 
ourselves again in the quiet valley of the Hoekhocking, at 
home and happy. 

As this chapter has introduced my companion to the 
reader, I propose in the next chapter to give an account of 
her early life and Christiaa experience. I think it fitting 
to do this for several reasons. For nearly half a century she 
has shared with me the toils and trials as well as enjoy- 
ments of itinerant life. Much of my success, during that 
time, as a pastor, has been attributable to her prudence, ac- 
tivity, and acceptability as a helper. In the good provi- 
dence of God we have been spared to each other, and now, 
(1870,) both of us passed over three-score years and ten, 
are still striving to help each other to serve God and get 
ready to meet him. The narrative was communicated by 
her to my son. Rev. W. F. Stewart, at his earnest solicita- 
tion, in a series of letters some twenty years ago. 

I will close this chapter with the plan of the Vincennea 
circuit, and as it is a fair specimen of the mode of making 
the plans in those davs, I shall insert it in its original form, 
as handed to me by Rev. Job Baker, my predecessor on 
the circuit 
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PLAN OF VIBCBNNEa CIRCUIT. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

LETTERS FROM MRS. SARAH STEWART TO REV, W. F. 

STEWART, CONTAINING AN ACCOUNT OF HER 

EARLY CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. 



I 



Kanawha Salines, Va^ 1 

MY DEAR FLETCHER,— I received your very inle^es^ 
ing nod kind letter of tLe IbOx on yesterday, and «u 
mucli grHtiGed with tlie majority of its oont«ntfi. It bring* 
very charming news. While I sympntbise with you in your 
pulpit cmbarrassnient.'*, I have no doubt that it is nil de- 
signed for your good. If you live bumble and faithful, 
trusting in the Lord and looking to him alone, he will ana- 
tain you, and give you liberty in preaching, and in all tho 
labors of your holy calling, when he Bees it is for your 
good. I am praying that the Lord may make you a pol- 
ished shaft in his quiver, and that you may be very suc- 
cessful in tearing down the atrongholJs of the Prince of 
Darkness, and in bringing many, very many souls, for whnra 
Christ has died, into the kingdom of righleouanesa kod 
peace. I am much pleased with your compIimentArj m«n> 
lion of the fine abilities of your excellent collo*gn«. I 
hope the Lord will contioue to bless, abundantly bless, 
your united labors in his vineyard. I rejoice to hear of 
the success of brothers Meharry and Webster. Well tIon« 
for Bourneviliti I Amou I May the fire burn farther and 
dooper, wider and higher I I have to regret that I hava oo 
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reyiyal intelligence to give you. The preachers in this dis- 
trict, as all along the border of slave territory, now have 
serious obstacles to contend with. This is not at present a 
land of peace, but a field of war, if not in outward action, 
it is in feeling. Pray for us that the Q-od of battle may 
direct our arms and get the victory to himself. There is 
but one symptom that gives me any hope of a revival here, 
and that is the unusual burden of concern that rests on my 
own heart and upon the hearts of some of my pious inti- 
mate friends. I eonduct a female class in my own room at 
two o'clock on Friday, also a female prayer- meeting each 
week at the same place. Pray for me that my feeble labors 
may be blessed, and that my own poor heart may be filled 
with the perfect love of God. We have received but one 
letter from W. since Conference. He expressed much dis- 
appointment that you did not visit him during the Confer- 
ence vacation, and some solicitude in regard to his moral 
condition. I believe the Spirit is working about his heart. 
Let us continue to remember him, especially in our " even- 
ing prayers." I would like to comply with your request 
in regard to the subject of our correspondence, but having 
never kept a diary, I should not be able to gather up any 
thing like a minute account of my experience. If, how- 
ever, such an effort will prove of any advantage to one for 
whose happiness I have always prayed and labored, I feel 
willing to make the attempt. As I have no manuscript, 
and shall have to rely upon a faded memory, overgrown 
with the thorns of many sorrows, disappointments, and 
crosses, you will not expect more than a very imperfect ac- 
count of my early experience. 

Though I did not make a profession of religion until I 
was fifteen years of age, my religious impressions and pur- 
poses are connected with my earliest recollections. My 
parents, during my early childhood, were not members of 
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any Church, or profussors of religion ; yet rey mother always 
taught Die to pray from the timo I could speak. I wu 
about seven years old when my parents both einbTnce<l re- 
ligion and joined the Church. The family altar was erei-ted, 
and moroing and oveoiDg was it aprinklod with the tears 
of repentance and thanksgiving. My young heart was 
deeply aficcted, and I then resolved to be a Chrbtian. Hy 
mother frequently and fuithfulty instructed her children in 
ibe knowledge of the commandments of God and their duty 
to obey them. These early lessons had made indelible im- 
pressions on my young mind and heart. I fully believed 
religion to be the most valuable treasure ; the very word 
" religion " was a word of sweetest sound to my ear. 

Now, my dear bod, I have made a begiDning. Write me 
ft full letter as soon as you get this. Your father is now 
at Quyandott«, looking after the interests of the distrtcL 
Neither of us in very good health just now. Ilenicinbcr 
your mother, Sarah Stewart. 



Kanawha Sammes, Va., { 

Fiiiitty ilk. I 

My Dear Son, — At your request I eootinue the narraliVB 
of my experience. "Religion, " as I said in the closing of 
my former letter, waa a word that sounded sweet to my ear. 
It suggested to my mind a beauty and riehness which no 
pencil could paint or language describe. Yet 1 tremblioglj 
hoped that it might bo sought and found by me. Yet m 
deeply did I feel my unwortbiness tikat it seemed almost 
preanmptnons for me l« hripo that I could ever be the pon- 
sessor of such a treasure. For weeks at a time I would 
regularly attend to secret prayer, and try to be obedient to 
my parents, and kind to my brothers and sisters, I wu U 
those times very scrupulous shout all of my oondnct, leat I 
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should do something to offend mj Lord. I often enjoyed 
mach comfort from the approval of conscience, and some- 
times thought the Lord regarded my prayers. At one time, 
in particular, I thought I received an immediate answer. 
My oldest sister, Catharine, was enduring exquisite suffer- 
ing from an attack of earache. Every means that we could 
use failed to relieve her, and such was her suffering that I 
feared she was going to die. I thought that God could 
help her; so I retired to secret prayer, and poured out my 
request to my Heavenly Father to cure her. I returned to 
the room and found her perfectly^ composed. 0, how my 
young heart was filled with humhle gratitude to Q-od ! I 
was then ahout eight years old, and took much delight in 
secret prayer. At some times I hecame much excited io 
that exercise. Once my father sent me to drive the hirds 
out of the field. While in the field I kneeled down hy a 
stump to pray. While praying I hecame so excited that 
my voice grew louder and louder, so that one of my sisters 
heard me and came to where I was. When I ceased pray- 
ing and rose from my knees she stood by me weeping. I 
said, "O, sister Peggy, I am determined not to go to helll" 
I then thought that God loved me, but I did not know that 
that was religion, and being uncommonly diffident, commu- 
nicated my feelings to no one. We were living at that time 
in Hardy county, Va. The place where my parents at- 
tended class-meetiDg was some seven miles distant. They 
frequently took me with them, and at such times I was so 
exercised that I was sometimes afraid that I would cry out. 
I have no doubt that had I enjoyed the advantages and in- 
structions now afforded to children, I should at that early 
age have been a happy Christian. I do not remember to 
have spoken to any one concerning my exercises until I was 
twelve years old, except to my sister at the time above re- 
ferred to. When I was about ten years old my parents 
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removed to Ohio, and settled in Athens county. In oar 
new home we enjoyed better religioua advantages, and 
in the course of a yenr or two a revival of religion broke 
out in our neighborhood. My oldest sister, Catharine, 
joioed the Church. I was not at meeting when she joined, 
and not knowing that she was at all exercised on tfae sub- 
ject, tny mind waH filled with strange feelings, sorrow min- 
gled with joy. I rejoiced that she had Etarted, but felt 
more than ever diBcouraged in regard to my own cue. I 
had been trying all my life to get religion, and now my 
heart seemed harder than ever. My siater seemed to be so 
far in advance of we, though so far as I knew she b&d 
never been exercised uu the subject before, I would thea 
think of the many resolutions I had formed and prominaa 
made to be a Christian, but it appeared to me that I had 
gone backward rather than forward. My desire wan to follow 
the example of my sister and join the Church ; but ihun I 
thought every body will say I just did it because she did, for 
nobody knew any thing of my life-long mental cxerciac*. 
One night at the meeting I ventured to the mournan' 
bench, but to my surprise and mortification I fouud that my 
falher was displeased about it. This was so entirely unex- 
pected that it completely overwhelmed me with discuurage- 
meiil. He supposed that I ucled under an impulse of feel- 
ing, and without proper thought and understanding. O how 
careful parents should be not to discourage tttolr childran 
in their early attempts to be rcligiauBl uud how kbould 
they watch for (he indications of the presence of th« Spirit 
working with their cbildreo, and encourage ibem to Mcept 
Cbrist at once ! Thought I, " My fatknr has no oonfidonM 
iu my sincerily, and of courso no one else has." It Mooted 
to me that I was despicable in the eyes of every body, anil 
almost bated myself. I ceased making any public cSorl U 
aeok the Lord. At some times T prnycd in putcret, and tkcM 
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again relapsed into a measure of indifference. I got so far 
astray as to indulge in playing and hunting birds'- nests on 
the Sabbath. Again my convictions would return so pow- 
erfully that I would be afraid to go to sleep at night, lest I 
should wake up in hell. I now felt that I must engage 
more earnestly in seeking my souVs salvation. About this 
time there was a camp-meeting appointed to be held on the 
land of Moses Hewitt, near the present town of Athens. 
My father was persuaded to allow me to go. I went on 
Friday. David Young had charge of the meeting, and 
brother Isaac Quinn was preacher in charge. I was earn- 
estly seeking, and Sabbath night was so exercised that I lost 
my strength, and was carried to the tent. My heart will al- 
ways swell with gratitude when I remember the interest 
that good people now took in my case; for my soul was 
verily near the bonders of despair. Acquaintances and 
strangers all appeared equally concerned for me. To en- 
courage my hopes and reconcile me to leave the camp- 
ground, they told me that the Lord could, and probably 
would, pardon my sins on my way home or at home, assur- 
ing me that the Lord was not confined to any place or cir- 
cumstances, but that whenever and wherever I gave my 
heart to the Savior, then and there I should find him. 
After we reached home my father took great pains to en- 
courage me, and, as I had unbounded confidence in him, I 
appreciated these attentions very highly. For about five 
days I gave myself almost continually to prayer. During 
that time some of the members of the Church visited me, 
and tried to comfort and encourage me. One good old sis- 
ter. Mother Case, tried to persuade me that I already had 
religion if I only believed it, but I was scrupulously afraid 
of being deceived. I could not find any evidence that I 
had received pardon, or in any degree enjoyed the favor of 
God. I determined never to rest short of the evidence. 
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Everjr day I made frequent visits to the groTe to pray. 
Sometimes hope would apriDg up in mj heart, and then 
again I would almoat despair. The thought that I had bcea 
peeking religion from early childhood, and was still appar- 
ently as fur from God and hb destitute of his favor as ever, 
very much discouraged me. But I knew that to give up 
was death and eternal ruin, and I was fully determined never 
to cease seeking. One day, as I was coming from the grove, 
perhaps more disoouragod than at any former time, I wu 
pouring orer my lost and ruined condition, Satan whispered 
into my ear, "You are too insignificant and unworthy Ut 
attract the notice of the great and holy God of the uni- 
verse." Just ut that moment of the blackness of dark- 
ness another voice, a still, small voice, spake to my troubled 
heart, and in language sweeter than any thing that my heart 
had ever conceived, said, "Ood is just as willing to blcM 
you aE he is to bless the most refined and cultivated lad/ 
in the world." In an instant my sou! was filled with jiiy 
unspeakable and full of glory. For tome time 1 stood atill; 
my soul, filled with awe and wonder, adored tbu uoudeaceo- 
sion of that God who had stooped to take away my load of 
sin, while my heart bounded with strange and new joy, rii:h, 
yes, richer far than my feeble mind had ever been cnpabU i 
of contemplating. "0," thought I, "is this treasure mine?'' 
My tongue was filled with praises. Every thing looked 
strangely beautiful. Gloom was all driven away by tha 
brightness of the glory of God. I said, "Is this religion— 
the long sought treasure — the priie aAor which tuy « 
has been aspiring so long?" O, what a sense I bad of lb* 
approbation of God I It seemed that every thing on Mrtb 
loved me, and that every thing on earth was smiling od 
Account. The world seemed new, and yet, when I ruaebed 
the house, I had nut courage to tell what the Lord I 
done for lue. In a few minutos I returned to (he firon. 
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Oilen had I prayed there and then returned with a gloomy 
heart, but now every thing there seemed to be smiling on 
acrcount of my translation from darkness to light, and from 
the bondage of sin and guilt to the liberty of a child of 
God. For some time I prayed and praised. Every thing 
my eyes looked upon was clad in unearthly beauty. Every 
forest leaf and every spire of grass had a voice to tell the 
wondrous change that had passed on unworthy me. From 
the grove I went to the corn-field, when every stalk of com 
seemed to join with me in wondrous praise to Him whose 
impress it bore. Thence I went again to the house. Father 
discovered in my countenance the change that had taken 
place in my feelings, and we praised the Lord together for 
what he had done for me. 

The next Sabbath was the regular preaching day in our 
neigborhood. I joined the Church that day, and in that 
act God blessed, so that I shouted aloud the high praises 
of my Heavenly Father. For three months after that I 
could say, 

"Not a cloud doth arise 
To darken my skies, 
Or hide for a moment 
The Lord from my eyes." 

I had constant communion and basked in the smiles of his 
face. The subjects of death and the resurrection were 
most pleasant to my meditation. I could sing, 

'* Now I can read my title clear 
To mansions in the skies, 
And bid farewell to every fear. 
And wipe my weeping eyes." 

Now, my son, with a mother's expression of sympathy 

with you in your work, and prayer for your success, I pause 

in my narrative, and will resume it in my next. May 

God bless you ! is the prayer of your mother, 

SARAa Stewart. 
10 I 



RiCHUONDALE, OHTO, I 

Mt Dkab Son, — Mj last Utter closed with bd ■cconot 
of the happy statu of mind ooosequent upon mj i^ooTersioD. 
When I joined the Church I found few perHons of my 
OWQ age aa religious associates. There were bat two un- 
Tied pereoos in the neighborhood who were professors: 
William Stewart, an elder brother of him who afterward 
became mj husband, and Ljdia Baetow, a ver; pious jouog 
lady. I found, howevci', what I needed, nursing fathers 
lod nursing mothers, to whom I shall ever be greatly in- 
debted for the care they took in my spiritual educatioD. I 
s early taught that the way of the cross was tlic way to 
! crown of life. It was the custom in that society for 
the female as well as male members to pray in the public 
prayer -meetings. In this way I was immediately called 
into activity. I often trembled much under the cross, but 
never dared to refuse to bear it, and in the bearing of the 
IS was often powerfully blessed. Un these occasions 
sometimes my strength would be taken away, and such were 
the transporla of joy that I eiperiencod that ! would i>hout 
the high praises of my adorable Lord and Master. TbcM 
seaBOUB of rejoicing were often succeeded by Masons of 
sore temptation. It would be suggested to my mind that I 
ought to have restrained my reelings, and that I had perhipH 
offended some of those present by my condnct. Thus 
woald Satan buffet me until I would almost rcsolTe never 
to give such expression to my feelings again; but so long 
OB I ntteropled to carry out that puqiuso a cloud buDj; over 
my sky, and I failed of full enjoyment. Bui wheo agaia I 
would promise not to quoueh lie Spirit, and it was agmig 
poarod into roy soul without measure, t would think lb*t 
I would never again listen U> the suggestioni nf Satau. At 
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times I would open my heart in regard to this matter to 
the older members of the Church, and they would exhort 
me to resist the temptation of the adversary. They assured 
me that it was just as much the duty of a Christian to 
praise God when he filled the soul to overflowing with his 
Spirit, as it was their duty to pray for a blessing. I found 
that if I would enjoy the happiness springing from a sense 
of the Divine favor I must deny myself, take up my cross, 
and follow Christ through evil report as well as good report, 
and this I resolved, by the grace of God, to do. I had re- 
solved that I would never refuse to pray when called on. 
It was customary in the society to give an opportunity for 
persons to pray without being called on by name. The 
leader would say "Will some brother or sister pray?" 
When I took up the cross upon such an invitation I hardly 
ever failed of a blessing, and it seldom failed to produce a 
powerful impression on the congregation. I told my class- 
leader, William Gamble, that if he would not call on me I 
would always pray voluntarily when I felt it to be my duty. 
"You promue faithfully ^^ said he, "and I will not call on 
you." At first I thought the cross would not be nearly so 
difficult to bear, but soon found that it seemed to be my 
duty to pray even oftener than the leader had accustomed 
to call on me, but having promised I dared not shrink from 
it. Though I could deceive my leader, I could not deceive 
God, who reads the heart. I went back to my leader, and 
said to him " I rue bargain, and throw myself again in your 
hands, and I will try and be obedient to the order of those 
who have the rule over me." I found that the more I 
exercised in praying and speaking in public, in the class- 
meetings, prayer-meetings, and love-feasts the more I was 
blessed of God and strengthened. 

I remember on one occasion when the cross was peculiarly 
heavy on account of the presence of a Mr. Farnsworth, a 




had but reccutly moved into tlio neighbor- 
mntcd a maQ of enpenor intelligence, 
mber of the Prcabjtenan Cliurcb, it was antici- 
pated that he would criticbe our eiercises, a» 
that ha disapproved of femnlea praying ■□ public. I felt 
such a Bhriuktug from thu crosa that if I could have escaped 
from the house unobserved I ehould have done tt, but that 
i impossible. As I sat trembling the class-leader called 
S, "Sister Sally Long, pray," As I kneeled before the 
Lord all fear left me ; a deep Bolemuily came over my 
spirit, and as I realUed the prenenee of the Lord Jehovab 
I lost nil thought of the pieseuce of any criticising mortAl; 
there was a mighty power rested on the congregation, and 
[ experienced wonderful cnlurgcmcDt of soul as I talked 
with God in prayer. At our next preaching meeting our 
Presbyterian ueighbor eamc and requested the privilege of 
uniting with our Church. He said be had never beltered 
that it was right for females to pray in public until ho at- 
tunded the meeting spoken of ubovc. That meeting had 
removed hia prejudice. lie shook me rordlally by the 
hand, and told me that it was through my inatrumentalily 
that he had beou brought to see the right way. This 
humbled me in the very dust before God, and I resolved 
that I would UGver shrink from the cross again. In afler 
experience I have learned that when the cross seems the 
heaviest then was it most important for me to bear it, both 
for my own good and for the good of others. 

About two years after I joined the Church a powerfal 
revival broke out in the neighborhood, which ran and 
spread until nearly all the young people were broaght 
within the pale of the Church. He wbo anerward b«e»M« 
tuy husband was ono of the subjeota of that revival. A* 
NDon as he became a member of the Church, iha irapmMoB 
]>erTaded tho tneiubers of the Church that it would be hit 
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duty to give himself to the work of the ministry. It was 
ascertained in a short time that already the Holy Spirit 
was making a similar impression upon his mind. In a few 
months he was called into official relationship to the Church, 
and thenceforward hecame a laborer in the great harvest- 
field. 

During and after this meeting I was often astonished and 
humbled in the very dust on account of the attentions paid 
to me, not only by the young converts and those of my own 
age, but also by the aged and dignified. The circuit preach- 
ers frequently called on me to make the prayer after the 
sermon in the public congregation.. Though I dared not 
refuse, and though I was often much blessed in bearing the 
cross on these occasions, yet I seldom escaped being se- 
verely tempted by Satan afterward. The limited circum- 
stances of my parents had prevented tnem from affording 
me any educational advantages. I was painfully sensible 
of my deficiencies in this respect. When the Rev. T. A. 
Morris — now Bishop — had charge of the circuit, he ap- 
pointed a female prayer-meeting in our neighborhood, and 
laid upon me the duty of conducting it. I had never at- 
tended such a meeting, and thought that my youth and* 
want of experience, education, and ability all seemed to 
make it the height of presumption for me to attempt it. I 
plead to be excused, and nominated others, in my estima- 
tion better fitted for the work ; but my excuses were of no 
avail. He took a vote of the society, which was unanimous 
in support of my appointment. I was sorely pressed in 
spirit. If the meeting had been appointed only for the 
young folks, the cross would have been heavy, for I re- 
garded many of them as far in advance of me in qualifica- 
tion for such a duty, but the meeting was designed for the 
old as well as the young. I went to some of the older 
members of the Church and laid the matter before them, 
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ind tliej sHBured me that my niisgivinga were only the 
temptations of the adveraarj, aud that I must Bay " Get be- 
hind me, Satan." I prayed much for courage, but after all, 

n the time for the meeting arrived, and I started lo the 
place, feeling that it was more than I could bear, I tried to 
get siBter Lois Sfewart to take my pluce. She declined, 
but promised to take a seat near me, ao that if I became 
BO embarrassed as to be unable to proceed, she would assist 
The congregation was assembled, and I essayed to do 
my duty, and succeeded in reading a chapter, but when I 
attempted to read the hymn I became so embarrassed that 
the good sister had to come to my assistance. But by the 
help of grace divine I was enabled to meet the responai- 
bility laid upon me, and the Lord came down among us in 
great power, and we had truly a time of refreshing from 
his preseoce. Heretofore I had labored to support myself 
and to assist in the support of my father's family, so that I 
had but little time to employ in mental culture. Finding an 
opening to teach a school of small children, I embraced tha 
opportunity, and commenced in right good earnest, trying 
to improve my mind, I was well aware that all that I ever 
could be must he the result of my own efforts and the bleaa- 
ing of God. I deeply felt the importance of living near to 
Ood, and knew that to do this my time should be divided 
and my life regulated by rule. I therefore adopted the fol- 
lowing rules for my religious life : Three times each day a 
portion of time was spent in secret devotion. One day in 
week was set apart as a day of fasting and apocial 
prayer. All the social and public moans of grace I at- 
tended punctually, not only for conscience' sake, but beoauH 
I hud a keen appetite for ibem, and found them to b« t« ia« 
more than my ordinary meat and drink. The oompanioo- 
ship of Christians was exceedingly precious to ne, anil 1 

rod no other society. Butwceu the duties of my BdMnl 
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and the privileges of the means of grace, I had the com- 
forting assurance that I was getting some additional prepa- 
ration to meet the responsibilities that might come upon 
me in future life 

Let these extracts suffice to record the early conversion 
and devotion of my dear companion, and I shall now Tetum 
to my narrative. 



12S 



CHAPTER X. 



MADISON CntCTIT, DiDIANA. 



THE Oliio Conference met at Marie tU, Bishops M 'Ken- 
dree and George present, September 5, 1822. I was 
welcomed back bj mj former Conference associates, and felt 
reallj that I had got home again. In an interview with 
the Bishop I stated to him the fiicts in mj case. I had not 
only performed the two years* frontier labor for which I had 
volunteered, but, at the solicitation of Bishop Roberts, I 
had spent a third year in that work, and had now returned 
to work in the Ohio Conference. He urged me to consent 
to one more year in the Missouri Conference, but finally, 
afler consulting with Bishop M'Kendree, he conceded that 
I ought not to be urged to return again. He transferred 
me back to the Ohio Conference, and the session passed 
very pleasantly to me. When, however, the appointments 
were read out, I found myself announced as preacher in 
charge on Madison circuit, Miami district, Indiana. The 
Bishop supposed that I had not moved from Vincennes, 
Indiana, and that an appointment on the western borders 
of the Ohio Conference would accommodate me. When 
he learned that I had moved my family and effects to mj 
fathor*8, in South-eastern Ohio, and would now have to move 
back several hundred miles, he explained the matter to me, 
BO that I was disposed to bear without complaint what at 
first appeared to bo an unreasonable requirement. 
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The following persons were admitted on trial: Billings 
0. Plimpton, John Crawford, Albert G. Richardson, Orin 
Gilmore, Solomon Maneer, John Jean, Aaron Wood, Jas. 
Rowe, Geo. Gatch, Jas. C. Taylor, N. B. Grifl&th, Levi 
White, Wm. Westlake. 

The following brethren were elected delegates to General 

Conference: Chas. Elliott, J. F. Wright, G. R. Jones, M. 

# 

Ruter, C. Waddle, J. B. Finley, J. Young, Jno. Sale, Jas. 
Quinn, John Waterman, R. Bigelow, D. Young, John 
Strange. 

Soon after the adjournment of Conference we packed up 
again, and made our tedious journey of three hundred 
miles to Madison. The circuit was a large and strong one. 
There were thirty-one appointments to be filled in five 
weeks, and some eight hundred and ninety-three members 
to be looked afler. The following constituted the'^ round 
of appointments : 1. Madison; 2. Crooked Creek; 3. Cope's; 
4. Mitchell's; 5. Overturfs; 6. Hiatt's; 7. Brown's; 8. 
Versailles; 9. Hukel's; 10. Cole's; 11. Frazier's; 12. 
Clark's ; 13. Downey's ; 14. Coiner's ; 15. Allenville ; 16. 
Oakes's; 17. Buche's; 18. Green's, or Quaker's Grove; 
19. Davis's; 20. Cooper's; 21. Camel's; 22. Miller's; 23. 
Lee's; 24. Martin's; 25. Davis's; 26. Heddy's; 27. Vevay; 
28. Ashe's; 29. Brown's; 30. Gray's; 31. Hulm's. In 
filling the appointments we arranged to spend two weeks in 
the neighborhood of Madison, and then a three weeks' tour 
visiting the more distant appointments. 

Though the circuit had a large membership it had no 

parsonage, and to save expense it was proposed that the 

preacher's family should "board round" among the people. 

We consented to this arrangement, not without misgiving 

and reluctance. Though our family was small, we having 

only one child at that time, yet we knew that this mode of 

living would be far from desirable. My wife was especially 

U 



HIGHWAYS AND HEDGES. 

i to enjoy uore privacj for study snd devotioD, nnd 
better opportuoity for oducuting hat boy ihun she could 
have mising id with so many family ciroles, some of whom 
took their turn keeping the preacher's family rather in the 
light of duty than othcrwiiie. But we made the best we 
could of our circumstances, and tried to do the be«t we 
could for the cause of God. 

Nehemiah B. Griffith was my colleague. He was ft holj 
man of God, able and willing to do hig full share of the 
^rork assigued to ua. I waa truly grateful that in the 
providence of God I was favored with such a helper in the 
work. Ilia race in the itinerant work was short, but he 
made his mark, which will stand to his credit in all ador 
time — yea, beyond the bounds of time he shall shine as ft 
star forever and ever. Alexander Cummins was my pre- 
siding elder. Ue was a first-cluBS man, clear-headed and 
sound to the core, and not to be excelled in the admioistn- 
tion of discipline. He was at that time in feeble health. 

As I call up the list of local preachers, I dwell upon 
their memory with great pleasure. Some of them were men 
of renown. Id those dnys, growing out of the fact thai the 
support of the preachers waa so mea^r, many of the best 
preachers, who had families to support and children to edu- 
oate, found it necessary to locate and go into some secnlor 
business. As a rule, however, they retained the spirit nf 
the itinerancy, and co-operalod with the irnveling prcachen 
cordially, and greatly to the advantage of the work. 

Joseph Oglesby was a man or superior talent. He had 
settled in Madison, and engaged in the practice of medicine. 
As he bad been Bucces.<ilul nnd popular during his itlnerftnt 
life, so was he now successful and popular as a praoticii^ 
phjsiciaD nnd locnl prcnuher. John Green had al*o trav- 
eled in the New Rngland Couferenco. lie was brother in- 
law to Calvin and Mnrlin Ruler, He waa a digniSed, 
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devoted, and useful local preacher. He lived near Quaker's 
Grove. Old brother Woodfield, who had worn himself out 
in the itinerant ranks in Kentucky, lived near Madison, land 
was highly respected. Joel Havens also honored God, and 
worked faithfully for the Church as a local preacher. 

The society in Madison had many strong men con- 
nected with it. Among them I call to memory such as 
Taylor, Comstock, Gale, Wallace, Wilson, Robertson, Bas- 
set, Green, Pew, Oglesby, etc., a host whose names are re- 
corded in the Book of Life. No wonder that the Church 
has expanded and strengthened with years, and continues 
to be a power for good in that community. The good men 
were not all found in Madison, but they were scattered all 
over the circuit. As my mind sweeps round that vast three 
weeks' tour, starting north to Mitchell's, Versailles, down to 
Langhra's, Allenville, Jacksonville, Quaker's Grove, York, 
Vevay, and then down the Ohio to Madison, I call up the 
names of men and women of great moral and religious 
worth. 

During my labors on this circuit I was much annoyed 
by the Baptists. They were constantly prating about the 
subjects and mode of baptism, and evidently regarded them- 
selves so strongly fortified that their position was invulnera- 
ble. Their attacks upon the denominations who differed 
with them on these points were bold and severe. "Believ- 
ing penitents are the only proper subjects, and immersion 
the only proper mode of Christian baptism." This they 
asserted constantly, and challenged contradiction. I deter- 
mined to master the subject, and for this purpose spent 
several weeks in its thorough investigation. The result of 
my study was to settle my mind thoroughly in the convic- 
tion that infants, as well as adults, are entitled to the sacra- 
ment of Christian baptism, and that sprinkling and pouring 
are modes supported as fully by reason and revelation as is 
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I went into the field of controversy, nnd delir- 
erud fl series of sermous tlint were blessed hy the Great 
Head of the Church in doing, as I trust, much good in the 
eetabliahinent and niabteuaoce of sound doclriDe. As the 
result of these discourses manj came and ca«t in their lots 
with UB vho had been eonniioled with them. 

During this year my dear companion rendered good serv- 
ice to the cause, though the care of our son Wesley and 
our jnconvenient manner of living embarrassed her a good 
deal, God greatly blessed her in the exercise of pray«r 
and speaking la class and love-fcasta, and in her intercuurse 
vith families her life was so conscientious and devout aa to 
exert a silent but powerful influence in all places, 

Sometinies she accompanied me to the distant appoiot- 
menta. On our way lo the camp-Qiecting at Quaker's Grove 
we were traveling on horseback, and had to pass through 
the Beech Swamp, The road, for some distance, was alinoat 
impassable. At one time my horse flonndcred in the mad 
BO that I thought he would certainly come down. Fearing 
that my son John Wesley, whom I was carrying in my arms, 
would be hurt, I selected with my eye a place where there 
was a soft bed of mud, and tossed him as far from mc as I 
oould. After getting my horse extricated I returned and 
found the child in position and apparently fully content 
with hie location. The camp-meeting was attended with 
great power. It being also a (juarterly- meeting uocasiun, 
the presiding elder. Rev, A. Cummins, took charge of tb« 
meeting. He was in such feeble health that tie could mtt 
Fpeak loud enough for a large congregalion, but ««lect«d 
for himself the eight o'vluvk nioruiu); appolDtnxitt. Ob 
one of these occasions, from the language uf Judo, "Keep 
yonrselves in the love of (led," ho preached ■ fortDon of 
special unction; it wasf indeed, melting aud »weeL Ha 
was a man greatly hi'lnved. end alnayi prearhpd a ivniibU 
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and profitable sermon. This was probably one of the last 
camp-meetings that he attended. It fell to my lot, by his 
appointment, during the meeting to preach each day at his 
hour. My voice was then clear and strong, so that I could 
be heard at a distance of one and a half miles. My soul 
was fully in the work, and God blessed me greatly. We 
met at this meeting some who we had known years before 
in Ohio. This reunion was especially gratifying to my wife, 
and added greatly to her enjoyment of the occasion. These 
were the Ruters, and Greens, and Wellses — noble Christian 
families, whose influence extends down to this day. 

We had another camp-meeting near Madison, which was 
attended with great success. Bishop Roberts was with us, 
and, as usual, preached with great power. On one occasion 
his text was, "If they hear not Moses and the prophets," 
etc. It was a sermon neyer to be forgotten. The slain of 
the Lord were many, and during the meeting a goodly 
number turned to God. 

This circuit became very dear to me, and when, at the 
close of the Conference year, the people requested my 
return for another year, I should have gladly consented, 
had we not felt it our duty to return to that portion of 
Ohio where our large circle of family connection resided. 
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CHAPTER XL 
MUSKINGUM CIRCUIT, OHIO. 



THE Conference met Sepleniber 4, 1823, in Urbans, 
Bishop R. R. Roberta id tlie chair. The TullowiDg wera 
admitted on trial : Sylvester Dunhtiiii, George Waddet; Tmc 
Pattee, Joho A. Baughman, Robert 0. Spencer, Job Wil- 
son, Thomas Beacbam, Alfred M. Lorrain, ThotnaH Hewson, 
Elijah H. Field, James M'Inljre, Isaac ElUbury, Robert 
Hopkins, Silas Culvia. 

At this Conference we recorded the death of brother 
Charles Treacott. He naa born at Sheffield, Muss.; joined 
the Ohio Conference in 1820. Od Sabbath, October 6, 1822, 
he departed io triumph. He was a systematic preacher, 
earnest and successful. 

During the session we presented onr first-bora, Joho 
Wesley, then an infuot fifteen mouths old, for baptism. Aa 
the venerable Bishop teok him in his arms and adraiaittteml 
to him the solemn sacrament of the Church, and as that de- 
vout congregation of pastors and people made hearty re- 
sponses to the prayers offered, with hearts tliri1]<Kl with the 
deepest aud tcnderest emotions, we gave him to God, prom- 
ising that we would try to bring him up in the nnrlnre and 
admonition of the Lord. 

My desire in regard to my appoiutmeot wae gntiSed, u 
Muskingum oircuit joined the one in which our parent! r<i< 
sided. We wont from Coufercnco direct to oar oimtit, tad 
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established our home in PutDam, on the Muskiugum River, 
opposite the city of Zauesville. My colleague, Key. Thomas 
Beacham, was a young man of superior parts, self-possessed, 
and an admirable preacher. Unfortunately he allowed his 
mind to be burdened and divided with too many things, 
and so weakened his effectiveness. 

The following list of twenty-four appointments, to bo 
filled every four weeks by each of us, shows that our-^eld 
was an extensive one : 



PLAN OF MUSKINGUM CIRCUIT. 
Made August zg^ A. D. 1823. 



Dnyof the 
Week. 



Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday. 
Thursday.!.. 

Friday 

Sa(ur<iay 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday. 
Thursday.... 

Friday 

Satun'iny 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday. 
Thursday.... 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Weclnesday. 
Thursday.... 
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Saturday. 
Sunday.... 



Day of the 
Month. 


Sept. 


.21 




22 




23 




24 
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20 


i( . 


27 




28 




29 




30 


Oct. 


1 




2 




3 




4 




6 
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7 




8 




9 




10 




n 




12 




13 




14 




16 




IG 




10 




17 




18 




19 



Prenehing-plaee*. 



Putnam*s 

Rest 

Headley's 

Simpson's 

Rest 

Rest 

Rest 

Dickerson's 

Rest 

Gard's 

WigKen bottom's .. 

Saints 

Springer's 

Lenhart's 

Asbury Chapel 

Hitchcock's 

Teal's 

Fate's 

Chaplin's 

Harris's 

Hopkins's 

Aikins's 

Sailor's 

Edwards's...- 

Wesleyan Ciiapel. 

Wilson's 

Boall's 

Hamet's 

Butt's 



Putnam again. 



04 

X 



11-4 
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12 



11 



12 


4 


12 
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12 
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12 


() 


12 


4 


11 


6 


12 


12 


12 


7 


12 


5 


12 


12 


2 


12 


12 


G 


11 


12 


12 


7 


12 


6 


12 


8 


10 


6 


3 


3 


12 


6 


11 


6 



10 



OrFICIAL LIST. 



Deacons. 



Stewards. 



Alex. M'Cracken, ) i3.|,i^_a 
John Wilson. '} Elders. 

Samuel Wd^jon.lp . 
SnmuclAikins, Jl^^reacners. 

.lohn Goshen, 
Martin Fate, 
•John Wilson, 
Thoma.« liams, 
Elijah Ball, 
Snm'l Chapmnn, ^ 
John Jordan, 
Wni. Armstrong, 
Wm. Heath, 
Elijah Collins, 
David Fate, 
Jona. Wit! mm, 
Robert Aikins, 
David Edwards,* 
David Butt, 
Mnnn'g Putnam, 
David Sherad, 
James Kelley, 



Number of Members, 7G0. 

* Recommended to the lo 
cal conference for license to 
preach. 



' Exhorters. 



As the travel was extensive, so the heavy membership 
demanded a large amount of pastoral labor. We had seven 
hundred and sixty members, all of whom I expected to 
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visit nit their respective Lomea. My constant practice wa* 
to meet the classes after preacliiog, so that tweatj-four ser- 
moDB aud tnenty-rour clusB-meetiugs, besides CKtrit appoint- 
meaU and pastoral visiting, made it a protracted moetiDg 
the year through. About the middle or the year, at the r«- 
quest of the quarterlj cuulerence, my colleague was removed 
to unolher field, and assisted by a noble band of local 
preachers T kept up all of the appointments during the rest 
of the year. 

It will sound atraugo to tlie present generation of Slath- 
odiste to learn that so large a membership only paid the 
pastor one hundred and thirty dollars with which to sup- 
port his family. Many regarded the word " tinarlorage " »a 
indicating the amount to be paid by each member. To as- 
aiat in meeting our current expenses, my wife opened a pri- 
mary school, and between the labors of housekeeping, hos- 
pitality, the school, and her share of the care of the (Jhurch, 
her hands were us full aa mine. As she commencod her 
school at eight o'clock in the morning, she bud to do mo«t 
of her cooking at uight and washing on Saturdays. It 
would have heen au ea,'<y matter for those seven buo<Ire«i 
and sixty members to have afforded ua a support that troald 
have allowed us more home comforts, and my companioa 
more time for purely evangelical labors i but we committed 
ourselves to the Lord and went forward in his name. The 
year, notnithstanding its severe toil and sacrifleea, waa 
withal a very pleiisant year to us. Wo were snsUioad by 
noble men, who themselves labored gratuitously and en- 
dured many sacrifices for the cause of Christ. The nnmea 
of some of these I propo.>e to place upon record. Alexan- 
der M'Cracken gave us valuable ossistanoe; laleoted and 
devoted to the work, he was held in high citimatiun, and 
hia preaching did much good. John Goshen roaidod i* 
PutuatD, and was the father of Hethodiam in that plans. 
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Btrong niinti, n strong will, and a largo 
heart. Always ready to work for the Charch with tongue, 
or hand, or purse, he was, nevertheless, so teoncious for the 
old farms, that he became sensitive in regard to innovations 
in religious forma or style of living to un extent that often 
disturbed his own enjoyments, and possibly aometiuies dimin- 
ished hia power for good. When the Rev. Jacob Young — 
some years after the time of which I am now writing — 
was presidtog elder on the Zanesville district, he took n 
house for his family residence in Putnam, and was neighbor 
to brother Goshen. Having been old-time friends, brother 
Young wondered that his old friend did not call on hira. 
At last he determined if possible to ai!certain the reason. 
" Brother Goshen, why do n't you come to see me ?" 
" You have that thing they call a melodeon in your house, 
and I can 't conscientiously come to see you." 

" My dear brother Goshen, come," said the good eliler, 
"and I will carry tho little thing out into the shed while 






ether 



Sut ev.ery body had unbounded eonfidenco in the integ- 
rity of brother Goshen, and doubtless many will rise up in 
eternity to call him blessed. 

George Fate was also a local preacher of talent and effi- 
ciency. John and Samuel Wilson, who were brothers and 
Irishmen, and brother Samuel Aikins were all pii.ssabio local 
preachers. These three last mentioned, however, became 
infected this year with the leaven of the radical agitation, 
and suffered damage thereby. The radical excitement was 
now raging in the East, and was developing with a good 
' bitterness at some points in the West, Some, 
doubtless, were influenced by sincere convictions that the 
government of the Church was defective and needed modi- 
fying, and others disappointed in not receiving the promo- 
tion that they thought themselves entitled lo, hoped to 
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mouot to a higher level on the vavea of this agitation. 
Some suepeoted Rev. Cornelius Springer to be one of this 
latter class, and were not backward !□ declaring their opin- 
ions that olevation to the more desirable positions in ihe 
Church would have fully realized his views of reformation. 
It was thought that the fact that Samuel Hamilton, who 
had been aasociated with Springer in their early life and 
early ministry, had outstripped him, and was now occupying 
the post of presiding elder, was chaSog to the feelings of 
Springer, and bad much to do in inclining him to tlie side 
of the so-called reformers. As Cornelius Springer was 
preacher in charge at the time that I was licensed to preaob, 
and recommended to the traveling connection, I had n high 
regard for Iiim, and looked up to him with a good deal of 
reverence. Thjs feeling, however, met with a severe shock 
some years after this, when he and brother Aikine oama to 
visit me fur the purpose of proselyting me (o the new doe- 
trine. I was Tesiding at the time at Athens. They cstn* 
with much confidence thut I would unite with ihem, and 
80 carry over to their standard a large jwrtion of my circuit. 
When brother Springer opened to me his mission and ex- 
pectations I was thunderstruck, as I was not aware that I 
had ever given any one ground to think that I was not in 
the oompletcst harmony with our Church polity. Regard- 
ing brother Springer as my superior intellectually, I at first 
attempted to play off a little. Referring to tlie fact shore 
slated, he reminded me in a pleasant way that " ho had 
made mu and had a claim to me." " But at that time you 
were a Methodist Episcopal preacher, and so far na you made 
me you made me a Methodist Episcopal preacher," I 
waied bold to ask him a few questions, and soon foand 
that he was weak like other men. The whole interview 
was conducted in good feeling, and we parted in frioDdabip ; 
and though wo diverged in our Church path, ho trying the 




I 



HUSKINGUU CIRCUIT, OHIO. l<fl 

tlie old path, yet I hope that wo 
id, where we shall see as we are 

But to return from thia digression. Among the excellent 
of this circuit I must mention Mrs. Hamilton, mother of 
Bev. Samuel Hamilton, already mentioned. She was given 
to hospitality, a mother in Israel, making the weary itin- 
erant always feel at home when under her roof. Mrs. J. 
lames — pronouneed lines — daughter of Mrs. Hamiltoo, and 
Bieter to Samuel Hamilton, and former wife of Rev. Robert 
Hanley, waa a master-spirit of her sex, extensively known, 
loved, and esteemed hy the denomination. Methodism in 
that region waa greatly indebted to her. 

At Putnam we had a good society, embracing such as 
Rasaell, Moore, Chapman, Manning, Putnam, Wilber, Mizer, 
and many others ei^ually worthy of record. Thus memory 
crowds upon us, and we shall hope to be welcomed by them 
when after a little while we cross the river, I can yet 
bardly realize it, hut I must be getting to be an old man, 
fcr now I remember that my son, Rev. W. F. Stewart, who, 
sixteen years ago, served Putnam station as its pastor, and 
who has been preaching the Gospel more than a quarter of 
■ century, was not born until the year after I closed my 
labors on that circuit. Dear Father, give me grace that 
will qualify me to meet the responsibilities of old age, and 
secure to me a peaceful evening, a calm sunset, and aa 
abundant welcome to the sties I 

The Conference sat in Zauesville, an the opposite side of 
the river from my home, and I requested to remove to 
another charge, which request was granted. Removals 
usually occurred at the end of one year; and though my 
circuits had almoat invariably requested my return, thus 
far I had preferred to spread the Gospel in the rei^tons be- 
yond. Al the close of the Conference the venerable Bishop 
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Boberts, in company with Ber. Martin Rater, visited as to 
give OS tokens of affection, and to giro his blessing to oar 
boy that he had baptiied the year before. 

On the first day of May, daring this Conference year, the 
General Conference met at Baltimore. Oar Conference was 
represented by the following brethren, yis : Charles Elliott, 
John F. Wright, Oreenbory B. Jones, Martin Buter, 
Charles Waddel, James B. Finley, Jacob Yonng, John Sale, 
James Qainn, John Waterman, Bossel Bigelow, Darid 
Yonng, and John Strange. This large and able delegation 
took an inflaential part in the proceedings. The presiding 
elder qaestioo, which had met with snch a sadden intermp- 
tion by the stand taken by Joshaa Soole in 1816, was again 
broaght forward, and the proposition to make the office 
electire was defeated, and Soole was again elected to the 
episcopacy. This difficalty now being oat of the way, he 
accepted, and he and Bcnr. Elijah Hedding, after a sermon 
by the venerable Bishop M'Kendree, were solemnly set 
apart to the work of general superintendency. The question 
of admitting lay delegates to the Conference was also dis- 
cussed ; but while the memorials asking for that change in 
oar economy were answered by a respectful and candid ad- 
dress, the Conference, with much unanimity, delslined the 
proposition. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

MARIETTA CIRCUIT, OHIO. 
1824-25. 

BISHOP ROBEETS presided at the session of the Con- 
ferenee which met at Zanesville, Ohio, Septemher 2, 
1824. He was assisted by Bishop Soule, who had jast been 
elevated to the general superintendencj by the late General 
Conference. As we had all been familiar with the fact of 
his election four years before, and his declination, as stated 
in a preceding chapter of this work, we were anxious to see 
and hear him. Our impressions were decidedly favorable, 
and we welcomed him with great cordiality. The class of 
probationers received at this Conference was not large, but 
embraced some who have rendered the Church long and 
valuable services, as will be seen from the following list: 
John Chandler, Arza Brown, Jacob Delay, Augustus Eddy, 
Wm. C. Henderson, Homer J. Clarke, David Dutcher, An- 
drew F. Baxter, Wm. Runnels, Joab Ragan, Jos. S. Barris. 
Of several of these I shall have frequent occasion to speak 
more hereafter. 

The Committee on Memoirs reported on the death of two 
of the preachers, Rev. A. Cummins and S. Baker. I have 
had occasion to speak in former chapters of Rev. A. Cum- 
mins. I was intimately acquainted with him, and enter- 
tained, as did the whole Conference, an exalted opinion of 
his piety and ability. He was born in Albemarle county, 
Virginia, September 3, 1787. He entered the traveling 
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CDDDectioD ID 1809, and made full proof of his rotoistry 
until the time of hie death, which occurred September 27, 
1823. 

Eey. Samael Baker was born September 13, 1793, in 
Battimore, Marjlnnd, and died September 26, 1823, obtaio- 
ing his crown just one diiy in advance of brother Cum- 
mins. He bad heeu a faithful itinerant about ieven years, 
and closed up his career with the triumphant exolamation, 
"Glory! glory to Qod and the Lamb! There is victory in 
death!" 

Bishop Roberts favored me with an appointment itill 
nearer to our parents and family connections. In fact, Hft- 
rietta was the circuit from which I started, though eiaoe 
the time of my starting the Athena circuit had been orgkn- 
iied, taking that portion of the original territory in which 
my parents lived. As the Rev. Daniel Limerick was returned 
to tba circuit for the second year, I was associated with 
him as junior preacher. He was a man of fine prekcking 
ability, and was both popular and useful on the circuit 

After the Bdjimrnment of Couference I lost no time in 
packing up and moving to my new work. An incident oc- 
curred on the jouruey, which illnstrales what strange provi- 
deuces sometimes attend the founding of societies and th« 
salvation of' souls. In accordance with the usual ouitodu 
of hospitality in those days, I had furnished me a list of 
places where I would be welcomed along my ronlo. AmaBg 
these was the uamo of Mr. Sawin, a Presbytarian, whoM 
house was always open, with ungrudging hospitality, for the 
preachers and iheir families of either of the Churehe*. It 
was about 11 o'clock, A. M., the day that wo reached hia 
house. As soon as I introduced myself he gave mc a eor> 
dial wetoome, and requested us lo make ourselves fully at 
home. After dinner he informed me that there was a lady 
in another room, who had been bleeding at the noM for 
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Beveral days, and as there was no hope of her recovery, or 
even of her beiog able to be removed to her horoe, he de- 
sired that I would converse and pray with her. I hud been 
walking all the forenoon over a mnuntalnous roud, and found 
myself so reduced in vitality that I did not feel at all pre' 
pared to perform sueh duty properly. It would not do, 
however, to decline, under the circumstances. Ho conducted 
me to the room, where I found her indeed in a. sad condi- 
tion. Several of the neighbors were about her couch. I 
talked with her, and then we kneeled in prayer. I had no 
freedom in prayer, as I thought; seemed embarrassed both 
ia thought and expression. I was deeply mortified, aod 
thought that they would never desire to see me again. I 
bade them good-by, and went on my way. About a week 
after that, just as I was getling settled in my new home, 
Mr. Sawin came to see me, and told me that there was 
great anxiety in his neighborhood that I should send them 
an appointment, and eome and preach for them, and said 
that those who were present when I prayed for the afflicted 
woman thought they had never heard so powerful a prayer. 
I was greatly surprised at this, and authorized him to pub- 
lish an appointment for me. 

At the appointed time I went and found a large congre- 
gation, to whom I preached as best I could; and, indeed, 
the Word was not bonnd, but had free eourae and was glori- 
8ed. I never had greater liberty in publishing the Gospel. 
I At the close of the sermon I proposed to speak to each 
■ person, as I was accustomed to do in the class- meetings of 
iDj denomination, but gave opportunity for any to retire 
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joiD the MetbodiEt Kpiscopnl Church on trial to si>;nify it 
bj giving mc their liaoda and Dames. Some thirty-thre« 
reaponded to the call, among whom vaa Mr. Sawin, hig 
exueilent wife, and several mcmbci's of his family. The 
new society was at once iaooi-porated into our circuit, and 
I enjoyed many seasons of refreshing with it during the 
Conference year. Brother Sawin afterward removed, with 
his family, to Illinois, and settled in the neighborhood of 
Qutncy, where they were ornamentfi to the cause of God 
and Methodism. 

This singular introduction to part of the territory over 
which I should travel during the year was very gratifying 
to me, and I regarded it as evidence that my appoiutuent 
was providential, and as an earnest of a gracious harvest. 
As (he preacher in charge occupied the parsonage at 
Marietta, I ohtained a home for my family at Waterford. 
Brother Parks let ue have part of his house, and hia fainilj 
greatly endeared themselves to us during the year by con- 
eUnt ac(« of Iciudness. 

The following list of appointinenU indicates how cxivnsiv* 
the bounds of the circuit still remained, uotwilhHtaading 
the formation of Athens circuit Commencing at Marietta, 
we had appoiutmente at Nixon's, Lynch 's, Ooss's. Raiobow, 
Sprague's, Fealherstooe'e, Callahan's, Miller's, Halner'a, 
Smyth's, Lake's, Barlow, Forks of Hocking, Daniel ticHs'a, 
Decatur, Newbury, Belpre, Moore's, Bridge's, and then bark 
to Marietta. It was a four-weeks' circuit, and our tima was 
fully occupied in preaching, class -meetings, pastoral vivitA' 
tion, and extra appointmenle, such as the one refemd to 
above. In one view it seemed lo be routine work, repeat- 
ing itself over and over again from the year's beginniDg l« 
itH end, but it was not nionolonoiu. It was full of ist«i«M, 
life, and onjoymuut. Friendly faces crowded our oongragft* 
lltina and ntleiilivo ears drank in our seruinna, and u is 



BiARIETTA CIRCUIT, OHIO. 187 

the class-meetings we recounted our hopes and fears, in- 
structing and exhorting each other, we learned each other^s 
cares, and were enabled to bear each other's burdens. We 
felt Christ's yoke to be easy and his burden to be light. 

One of the special pleasures of the year to me was found 
in the privilege of mingling with my early associates in 
Christian fellowship. The memory of my conversion and 
recommendation to the ministry; and the counsel, and pray- 
ers, and co-operation of those who had encouraged me when 
a penitent, and had assisted in bringing me into the work, 
made it a year of unusual interest. Such was the enjoy- 
ment of the year, and such its success, that, for the first 
time in the history of my life as a traveling preacher, I 
desired to be returned for another year. For reasons, how- 
ever, which were not explained or known to me, this desire 
of mine was not gratified. At this I did not murmur. I 
heartily indorsed the itinerant feature of our economy, and 
I knew that in its workings changes must often occur that 
could not at the time be pleasant or even understood by 
those affected by them. I knew that He who stood at 
the helm could see and control all its workings, and that 
through all its workings he would have an eye to my good 
and to the good of the Church. Neither then nor ever 
since then have I been tempted to take my cause out of 
bis hands. A long experience and extended observation 
has satisfied me that those ministers who interfere least 
with the established machinery of the Church in regard to 
their appointments are, as a class, the most contented and 
successful. 

There was a band of working members on this circuit 
both in the laity and officiary, of great worth. Among 
tbem I might mention the powerful James Whitney, whose 
influence was not only felt in Port Harmar, where he lived, 

but extended to the outermost boundary of the circuit. 
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John Crawford, a local preacher, residing ut the Kama 
place, excited a wooderfui ioflueDce for the building ap of 
the iDtereats of the Church. Though they have passed 
away from earth, their influence still lives to honor God and 
bless hia Church. Brother Daniels, a local preacher, resiil- 
ing in Marietta, houored hia relation, and wae highly 
caleeiued. And now the Qaiiies, and friendship, and deedi 
of Hcores of God's dear ones, who then InboreJ and saffeTed 
fur him, but who now rest and reign with him, come crowd- 
ing upon my memory. The Oossea, and Guthriea, and 
Knowlcaes, and Hoaglands, and M'Glochlins, anU Kidwells, 
and Smiths, and Palmers, and Buels, and Lynches, and 
Prolsmans, and Lakes, and those of like spirit and wortli, 
were there — yea, blessed be GodI I shall hail iheni by sod 
by m the kingdom of God. 

During this year our second son, William Fletcher, now 
a member of the Rock River Conference, waa bom, W« 
c;aTe him to God in Christian baptism at a (quarterly meet* 
ing at Newberry, Rev. John Brown officiating. 

At the close of the year I wae seiied with typhoid feTer, 
and for weeks, at my father's house on the Hockhoekiitg, 
ray life trembled in the balance. 

The plan of appointments for the year, which we gin on 
the next page, will show the reader bow fully the time or 
the preacher was occupied. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 



GUYANDOTTE CIRCUIT, VIRGINIA. 



11HK Conference met nt Calumbua, October 12, 1825. 
- Bishops George nnd Roberta proeiJed. We had »n 
iDtereatiDg geasioa. The Bisbops of the United BretUren 
Church attended, hoping to make arrangeinenia by which 
the class-meeting of the Melhudist Episcopal Church 
should be open to the members of the United Brethren 
Church. Our Bishops, however, Dot having the power to 
change our rules, nothing could be done in that dircetion in 
tho Annual Canfereuee. 

The fullowtng preachers were admitted on trial ; John 
Hill, Absalom D. Fox, John W. Clarke, Willkm B. Chtw- 
tie, Samuel P. Shaw, John C. Havens, John Ferree, Ueury 
0. Sheldon, John W. Gilbert, Philip Strawther, and John 
W. YouDg. lu this list [he reader will discover the t)im«a 
of some who afterward became princes in oar Israel, and 
whose memory is embalmed in a multitude of hearts, bat 
tliQ indefatigable ClarLe, and ihc eloquent Christie, and tli« 
pathetic Ferree, and others of ihew have graduated to their 
rest above. 

We recorded tho death of Nathan Walker. Bo wm 
liorn in Montgomery county, Morylnnd, October 20, 17B5, 
and died August 2ti, 182S. Ho was received on trial in 
1S20. His lost charge was Deer Oreek oiroait, and Im died 
at tho house of Mrs. Butler, at Otdtown. He wma ditigval 
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Pifid faithfal as a preacher, and left a clear and lionorable 
leoord. At this CoDference I received my appointmeot to 
Gnyandotte circuit, Yirginiu. Tlie Kanawba district had 
just been formed, mostly of circuits which, by a change of 
ConfercDce lines, had been traDsferrcd from the Keutucky 
to the Ohio Conference. The appointment was by no moana 
a desirable one, in yiew of mj prostration from sickness. 
As soon, however, as I was able to venture out of the 
house, we packed up and started for our field of labor. By 
the persuasion of our frionds we left our oldest son, Johu 
Wesley, to spend the Winter with our parents. My horse 
was full of life and very restive, and I had so little strength 
that it was with the greatest difficulty that I could manage 
him. We reached the Ohio Biver in the midst of a severo 
storm of rain and snow. The ferry-boat was half full uf 
water and snow; the horse was frightened, so that we bad 

•to get out of the carriage and stand ou the wet ground 
nearly two hours, while the ferryman was getting his boat 
in order to take ua across the river. My wife, with our 
youngest child in her arms, and he a very delicate babe, was 
severely chilled, and weak as I was it was a severe draft 
on my vitality. In process of time, however, we found 
^^m ourselves comfortably seated by a. cheerful fire in the tavern, 
^^btm the Virginia side. The kind hostess felt great anxiety 
^^Vn regard to our health, and especially in regard to the deU 
^^F icale babe. She would walk Che floor, back and forth, so 
^F excited that she really thought that the child was dying. 
^V We enjoyed, however, a comfortable bed, a good night's 
rest, and, by the blessing of God, in the morning found 
ourselves none the worse for our exposure. The landlady 
was greatly gratified, and fell so much in love with the babe 
that she went and purchased several presents for him before 
WB left the house. 
After prospecting my work I found nothing to change 
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tb« gloomy impreasion I had received id regard to it. I 
bad before me n rugged ride of two hnodred and fiflj miles 
each round of my circuit, through a wild aod moUDtaiDoua 
regioD, aboat tweoly-five preaching places, do parsooage for 
my tamily, but few rest daja in the year to spend with 
my family, and a prospect of a very meager aopport. 
My wife, who had nes-er faltered in meeting any of the 
duties or sacrifices incident to our work, now passed 
through a severe ordeal of temptation. Her lonelineas ia 
view of the absence of one of the childreo, her solioilnde 
in regard to my health, ber dread of being bo much alone, 
and surrounded by a slave population, all combined to 
throw a dark shadow for the time along the path of th« 
future. 

The search for a house resulted in the offer by an excel- 
lent brother, Dr. Puiue, of the log'Cabin about a mil« 
from Guyandotte, which he bad formerly occupied, but 
which for years past had been occnpied as a sheep-fold. It 
seemed to be the best that, under the circumslaocOT, ooald 
be dune. tSu the sheep were turned out, that the ahep- 
herd might be turned in. After days of denning, scrubbing, 
and fixing we were settled in our new home, and my excel- 
lent companion, determining to make the best po^ibl* out 
of existing circumataDoes, proposed to open a wbool for 
children, and so assist in gaining a support for the lamily. 
And it was well she did, for while that great cireoil f^va 
UB but sixty dollars quarterage during the year, aha eariMd 
eighty dollum in her tenehiag, and putting both togeUttr 
we BUrceeded in keeping the wolf from the door- 

The following is a brief outline of the roata of my oir- 
guit: From Guyandotte, the starting point, I went np the 
tiuyandottc River to Barboursville ; then on to Mopia'a 
tavern and Dlack's tavern; thence to Miller'a, Jn Tay'i 
Valley ; then on to tlte mouth of Coal Uiver, on tin Big 
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r Kanawha. Pusiiing on np tha Coal River soma distftiicB, 
I crossed over to Mud Kiver; thence across to the fiills of 
Guyaudotte River; theuce over to Twelve-Pole ; ihejiee 
Dver to iiie Big Satidy River, which I followed doirn to its 

I mouth; then I follotred up the Ohio River to the mouth 

I o£ Twelve-Pole, aod on up the Ohio to GtnyundotUi town, 

I '«t the mouth of the Guyandotte Bivev. 

The people received me with great cordiality, and treated 
Be ffilh marked kindness, as they always did their preach- 
era. Though they lived in a. rough country, and many of 

I tfiera were rongh in their style of living, yet they had 
m hearts, were proverbial for their hospiiality, and 

' aeldom failed daring the year to develop an affection as 
Tjetweeo pastor and people as made each loath tfl say good- 
by to the other when the year's work was acoomplishod. 
Nor were the people all rude and uncultivated. There 
were at different appointments of the circuit many families 

I of culture that would have adorned society anywhere. I 

y had on iny list of local preachers some persona of marked 
ability, men deyoted to the doctrines and discipline of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and who were a tower of 
strength in her counsels and in her pulpita. Among these 
I would mention Burwell and Stephen Spurlock. They 
were brothers. Burwell was the ablest and most popular 
pulpit man, but both were men of great influence and ac- 
oeptahility. William M'Comas, also, was an influential 
local preacher. He had been a leading and popular politi- 
cian, baving represented the people both in the State Leg- 
islature and the National Congress. He had a son, William 
Wirt M'Comaa, a young man of great promise, who was 
afterward licensed, and recommended to the Ohio Confer- 
ence, under my administration. I prized the counsel and 
friendship of these very highly, and profoundly regret that, 
iu the prosecution of this narrative, wo ahall have to find 
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these sanic persons marshaling with the bitterest fo«8 of the 
Church, sad in the interest oi' American slavery prep«rttig 
the minds of the people for rebellion against the supreme 
power of the Stale. Had any ooe then suggested the pgs- 
sibility of each a state of things, both they and mysejf, 
with equal iodlgnatioD, would have eaid, " Is thy servant « 
dog, that he should do this thing?" 

During the last half of this year we lived at Barbonra- 
vUle. There was but one member of the Church at that 
place — an old colored brother — and the place abounded in 
iuiquity ; but there were a few families there solicitous to 
secure the services of my wife as school-teacher. As they 
offered her an advance on the wages she was receiving, it 
was thought best to make the change. Mrs. Ladeley, the 
wife of a respectable lawyer of Ibe place, was chiefly to* 
strumental in bringing about this arrangement; and though 
she did not at that time profess to be a Christian, she 
proved to be s good neighbor, and used her influence to en- 
oourage the establishment of preaching in the place. Wo 
rented part of a large brick tavern, which well accommo- 
dated us for both residence and school-house. The leuanU 
in the other part of the house were at first t|uiie disgusted 
with the idea of a Methodist preacher so near, but they mkui 
dismissed their prejudices and became good and pleaaant 
neighbors. 

There was one feature of our new residence thai was any 
thing but pleasant to us. The public whipping-pust was 
directly in front of our door, and not unfrequently we Ihen 
had demonstration that the way of some tranttgreHsom even 
in this world is hard. This mode of pnniKhiuent wu Dot 
confined to negroes and the most degraded classes of crim- 
inals. There wns a man who had been regarded ■■ huiwst 
and respectable couvioted of theft, and senleno«d to b« put 
in jail for a cortaia length of time, and onra in ao tnany 
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days to receive a complement of stripes on his naked back 
with a rawhide at the hands of the sheriff of the county 
Sheriff M'Ginnis, though a generous and warm-hearted 
Virginian, yet when as the executor of the commands of 
the people, it might be said of him in truth he bore not 
the cowhide in vain. But it was horrible to see a man 
tied up to the post and bared to the skin, and the blood 
following the rapidly descending strokes. Usually the 
crowd of idlers gathered to witness the spectacle, but in 
the case of the one referred to above, in view of his previous 
good standing, the people seemed to sympathize with him 
and to avoid adding to his mortification by their presence. 
A merciful Providence attended us during the year, and 
though we entered upon it with many misgivings and in 
great physical weakness, we found ourselves at the close of 
the year in good health, and had the consciousness that our 
labor had not been in vain. We commended the people to 
God and the word of his grace, when the yearns work was 
done, and turned our faces toward Ohio again. 

13 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

DEER CREEK CIRCUIT, OHIO. 
1826-S7. 

THE Conference which met at Hillsboro, commencing 
October 4, 1826, was presided over by Bishop Hedding. 
A gloom was thrown over the whole Conference in conse- 
quence of charges brought against the moral character of 
one of the most popular preachers of the Conference, Rev. 
Charles Waddle. He had been honored in the pulpits of 
the Conference, and had been elected by his brethren as 
one of the delegates to the General Conference of 1824. 
The charges were sustained and he was expelled. 

The following persons were admitted on trial: George W. 
Walker, Wesley Browning, Cyrus Carpenter, Benjamin 
Cooper, Adam Sellers, James Callahan, Adam Poe, John 
Ulin, Amos Sparks, David Whitcomb, Stephen A. Rath- 
bone; a class some of whom became men of might in the 
Church. 

We recorded the death of Rev. John Walker. He was 
born in Hampshire county, Va., February 28, 1797. He 
entered the traveling connection in 1821, and was a faithful 
laborer until the close of his life. As he stood on the 
borders of the spirit-world the veil seemed to be drawn 
aside, and with his expiring breath he exclaimed, *' I have 
fought a good fight." 

My appointment to Deer Creek circuit was altogether 
njrroonlilo to my ft»eling». The travel was less lal»onou4 
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than the mountain circuit on which I had lahored the past 
year. This was one of the oldest and strongest of the cir- ^ 
cuits. It was organized in 1808, and though its original 
houndaries have heen curtailed from decade to decade as 
circuits and stations have heen separated from it, it has for 
more than sixty years maintained its identity and honorahle 
record on the Conference roll. As I shall have occasion to 
return to this circuit again far down in the narrative, when 
I shall preach the Gospel to the grandchildren of those 
who are my hearers in 1827, I will postpone to that time 
what I hare to record in regard to the history of the cir- 
cuit. In 1827 I found the following list of appointments: 
Waugh's, Eiley's, Salem, Knight's, Hayes's, Inglish's, Upper 
Egypt, Lower Egypt, Brown's, Fisher's, Sector's, Little- 
ton's, Dry Run, Oldtown, Moberry's, Ely's, Given'g, Bethel, 
Buckskin, and Durflinger's. My colleague was Bev. John 
Ferree, a young man of deep and uniform piety whose 
whole soul was consecrated to the work of soul-saving. He 
was indefatigable in the prosecution of such studies as 
would better prepare him for his work, and his pulpit min- 
istrations were characterized by a simplicity and tender- 
ness that seldom failed to reach and move his hearers. All 
ages respected him, and I found him to be a most valuable 
fellow-worker. 

Our presiding elder this year was Rev. Russel Bigelow, 
one of the grandest men ever associated with the Methodist 
pulpit. His powerful ministrations gave wonderful interest 
to our quarterly meetings and camp -meetings. Many per- 
sons of education and refinement who had little acquaint- 
ance with the Methodist Episcopal Church, but who were 
strongly prejudiced against both our doctrine and usages, 
abandoned their prejudices after hearing a sermon from 
this mighty man. 

On a certain occasion a young man of culture and fine 
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moral acneibilities nas importuned to atteod n Melhoiliit 
camp -meeting. He uderly refused, regarding such gotber- 
ings as pernicious, and liaving a. horror of Methodism. He 
was induced, however, to go to see a patient od the camp- 
grouiid. Before ho mis reiidy to leave the gronnd the horn 
Bounded for public serrioe, and he sat down to liateo 
discourse. We estraet the socomit which he iftenrtrd 
gave of the mim and the occasion: 

"I dreaded," saya he, "the ocoaaion, but had i 
been educated to venerate religion, and had never se 
day when I could ridicule or disturb even a Mohammedan 
at bis prayers or the pagan at his idol. In the pulpit were 
many clergymen, two of whom I knew and esteemed — the 
one a tall and majestic man, whose vigoroas frame symbol- 
ized his noble mind and generous heart; the other a small, 
delicate, graceful gentleman, whom nature bad fitted for • 
universal favorite. Had I been consulted, one of them 
should have occupied the pulpit at that time. 

"All was stillness wbon the presiding elder stepped for- 
ward. Never was I so disappointed Jn a man's periKinal 
appearance. He was below the middle stature, and olxl in 
coarse, ill-made garments. His uncombed hair hong IooepIj 
over his forehead. His attitudes and motiooa wore eieeed- 
iog1y ungraceful, and every feature of his countenance «u 
unprepossessing. Upon minutely examining him, howeT«r, 
I became better pleased. The long hair that came down lo 
his checks concealed a broad and prominent forehead; lh« 
keen eyes that peered from beneath his heavy and over- 
jutting eyebrows beamed with deep and penetrating InUl* 
ligonce; the prominent cheek-bones, projecting chin, bimI 
large nose indicated any thing but intellectual feoblviMM, 
while the wide mouth, depressed at its comers, the allgklljr 
expanded Dostrils, and the Ifiut-ciitrmhh iadical«d i 
and love, and well nssortcd with the nieMaiie, 'Cuini 
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hat labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.' 

"As he commenced I determined to watch for hia faults, 
but before he bad closed bis introduction I conclaJed that 
his worda were pure and well chosen, his accents never inia- 
plttced, his sentences graiomatica], artistically cooBtructed, 
and well arranged both for harmony and effect, and when 
he entered fully upon bis subject I was disposed to reaign 
myself to the argument and leave the speaker in the hands 
of more skillful critics. Ilaving stated and illustrated bis 
position clearly, be laid broad tbe foundation of bis argu- 
ment, and piled stone upon stone, beweJ and polished, until 
be stood upon a majestic pyramid, with heaven's own light 
nround bim, pointing tbe astonished uJuUitude to a brighter 
home beyond the sun, and bidding defiance to tbe enemy 
to move one fragment of tbe roek on which bis feet were 
planted. His argument being completed, his peroration com- 
menced. This was grand beyond description. Tbe whole 
universe seemed animated by its Creator to aid bim in per- 
suading the sinner to return to God, and the angels com- 
missioned to open heaven and come donn to strengthen 
him. Now be opens tbe mouth of the pit and takes us 
through itf gloomy avenue.'), while the bolts retreat, and 
the doors of damnation burst open, and the wail of the lost 
enters our ears. And now he opens heaven, transports us 
to the flowery plains, stands up amid the armies of tjie 
blessed, to sweep, with celestial fingers, angelic harps, and 
the eternal chorus, 'Worthy, worthy is tbe LambI' 
ks be closed his discourse every energy of bis body and 
1 were siretebed to tbo utmost point of tension. His 
appeared to be too great for its tenement, and every 
moment ready to burst through and soar away as an eagle 
toward heaven. His lungs labored, bis arms rose, tbe per- 
^iration, mingled with tears, flowed in a steady stream 
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upon the floor, and every thing about liim seemod lo say, 
'0 that my head wore waters!' But the nudtcncc thought 
not of the struggling body, nor even of the giant mind 
within, for they were paralysed beneath the BvalaDclio of 
thought that descended upon them. I lost the man, bat 
the Bubject was all in all. I returned from the ground dia- 
satisfied with myi^elf, saying within nie, '0 that I were a 
Christian 1' " 

That young man afterward sought admiHsion into the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, was called lo the work of tho 
niininlry, was elevated from one post of responsibility to 
another, until ho occupied a place on the Kpiscopal Board, 
and became honored and loved throughout the whole de- 
nomination. 

Bnt to return. It is not at all strange that, with such 
pulpit ministrations, our quarterly and camp- meetings were 
looked forward to with large expectations. But thcra wor« 
other eircnrastaneea that gave the quarterly meetings of 
those days decidedly the advantage of those of the preBcnt. 
The circuits then extended over a large scope of coanlrj, 
aod the majority of the societies had preaching only once 
in two weeks, and then on a week-day! A Subbath and sac- 
ramenlal service had powerful attraction, and [hoy thronged 
from these distant appointments to spend two or three dayi 
in their spiriluul Jeiusalem. Then, the presiding elder not 
having more appointments than he was able to attend i 
person, he was able lo be present at four quarlf rly mMliDg* 
on each charge each year. We had on Deer Creek ctrcnit, 
at this time, nearly a thousand members seallered through 
eome twenty-odd oppoinlment;. Tho reader uay fanej, 
tlien, what a moving there would be toward the place of 
([uortcrly meeting afler they had once enjoyed the tnioiatn- 
tions of Uusssl Uigolow. 

The parsonage on Ihia circuit was in a country plaM| oo 
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Dry Hun. It was a hewed log-house, and emhowered iu a 
beautiful maple forest. The nearest neighbors were about 
a quarter of a mile distant, so that, except when the forest 
was stripped of its foliage, we were entirely out of sight of 
any other human habitation. The neighbors were constant 
and lavish in their attentions to my family, sending in sup- 
plies almost daily of what was needed for our comfort, and 
usually some one of the neighbor girls would come to stay 
with the family at night when I was absent on the circuit. 
On Sabbath, too, some one of the neighbors would call to 
assist the family to church. But, with all this kind atten- 
tion, the isolated location of the parsonage caused us mucb 
inconvenience. 

On one occasion, in my absence, my companion was 
waked at midnight by the difficult breathing of our second 
son. She found that he was suffering with a very severe 
attack of croup, and before it was possible for her to pre- 
pare any such remedy as was within reach he appeared to 
be gasping in the very embrace of death. It was imprac- 
ticable to send to any of the neighbors. But, by the bless- 
ing of God on her endeavors, the violeuce of the disease 
was arrested, and the child recovered. 

On another occasion, while the little boys were playing in 
the forest near the house, one of them by accident severely 
wounded the other with a tomahawk. The screams of the 
boys, one of them screaming with fright and the other with 
pain, soon called my companion to the place. She carried 
the wounded one in her arms to the house, and held the 
mangled member tightly in her hands, so as to prevent as 
much as possible the flowing of blood, until the oldest son, 
a little boy only six years old, ran to the nearest neighbor, 
a quarter of a mile distant, and obtained assistance. The 
spring from which we obtained water was about eighty rods 
distant, and when we were without older company to care 
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for Ihc liltlo ones, their motlier maJe lliia arraugcmeot with 
them Lo prevent them getting tuto <lunger in her absence to 
get water : The oldest boy was put at the crndlc, with in- 
Etrnctiona to rock the cradle, and the second bo; took his 
station by the side of a chair, to which he wag tied with « 
BtriDg. Uo became so ncll accustomed to thin performance 
that as soon as he would eeo his mother get the water-pail, 
he would hurry to huDt up the string and place himself in 
position for his temporary imprisonmeDt. It was impossible 
for me so to arrange my plan as to avoid being abtieat from 
home Tery much uf the time. In this retired place our 
third son, Daniel Asbury, was given to us, a lovely babe, 
bat destined to be aoon transferred to the companiuDiihip 
of the blessed above. 

About the middle of the year my wife was taken down 
with typhoid fever. One of the most skillful pbysicinDS 
alteodcd her, and was most faithful in doing all (hat bo 
could do, but she grew worse and worse, until the physician 
despaired of her recovery. lie said that ho had never mil 
of but one oaso of recovery whore the aymploma wera h> 
bad OB hers. Ho left expecting that she would die that 
night. 

The impression had been strong upon her mind {iT>ro Uw 
beginning that she would nut recover, and being cxc«od- 
iugty happy in the presence of tbe Savior and iho hop« of 
heaven, she was much averse to taking medicine. At her 
request tbe children were brought to her bedside; tbe etu- 
braced thorn, and gave her dying counsel and charge to tlM 
boys, then gave me directions in regard to her burial. Shn 
requested that brother Bigelow should preach, and •elcetnl 
as the text, "Be ye thererore also ready," and WQt aa a 
message to her parents and friends tbe triumphant laDKnafa 
of Paul, "I have fought the good fl};bl, I have finiali«d tmy 
course," etc. Ah who oau t«ll the fMliaga of my ksartl 




DEBR CKEEK CIRCUIT, OHIO. 




158 






Now I had no place to go to but to the great Piiysiciiiu. 
ia eye was upon me and upon these little odeb. He could 
.Dctiry the most simple remedies for the accomplishiucnt 
the most wonderful cures, or he could work independent 
means. And if in aoswcr to prayer he raised up Paul's 
iend lest he should have sorrow upon sorrow, why should 
to mo? lie did*, aod that night she began 
to ameud. The physician learning that she was still living 
returned to see her, and she rccorered rapidly, so that in a 
few weeks she was able to resi 
igain. But hefore she was thor 
id with cholera iofautiir 
'ted and skillful physici 
fort — invited us to bring the 



) of her bouse 
>ugbly rcoovered, the infant 
1. Dr. Donning, the nohle- 
I at Oldtowu— now Frank- 
child to his house, where lie 



could give it more constant attention. We did sn, hut it 
pleased the Lord that little Daniel Asbury should he trans- 
ferred to 3 better home tbau he eould have on earth. Oa 
the day that he would have been nine months old we laid 
his remains away in the village cemetery. And now wc 
realized a paug locldent to our itinerant vocation that we 
had DOt known before. The forms of our loved ones are 
destined to be saideivd, and wo shall not have the sad 
privilege of often visiting the graves of our loved ones. 
But then, tbank God I there will be a resurrection of the 
dead, and the fragments of the family shall he gathered 
agaiu in that great day. 

Dr. Denning, the physioiau above referred to, who at- 
tended us in sickness, gave us the freedom of his house, and 
spared no paios or expense to alleviate our sufferings and add 
to our comforts, was an able and valuable man and physi- 
eiao. I had the honor and unspeakable pleasure of leading 
hiui to Christ, and of recording his name on the roll of the 
visible Church. Some years after this he removed hia 
Amily to Lafayette, Indiana, where he died. Before he 
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died he requested that a chair ehouM be Icfl elanding at 
the head of hia grave. Could it be Eay privilege to viait 
that grave uielliiukg I could spend hours in profitable med- 
itation, as I would recall the memories of the past, and 
dwell upon the brevity and vanity, the dignity and subliii 
ity of life. 

Among those that I reoeived into the Church during that 
year, besides the one above-men ttoned, and who proved to 
be valuable accessiocs to the Church, I recall with peciitiar 
pleaEurc the names of Tillman BitteDhouse, who lAcrward 
Berved hia country faithfully and honorably on the judicial 
henoh, and David Reed, who afterward became an able 
popular miniat«r in the Ohio Conference. How my heart 
bwcHb with gratitude to Gud, now while I am writing, that 
the great Head of the Church put such honor upon me u 
to give me such men as uiy spiritual children I But all 
three of them have outstripped me in the race and hkra 
landed on the other shore. 

The follotriug local preachers were on the plan of my cir- 
cuit, and gave me assistaaoe during the year: Bev. Jowph ~ 
Haya had been an able and efficient trawling preacher, bat 
hia wife having died, he found it necessary to give more 
his time to the care and education of his children. He 
mained a widower, and brought up hU children with gr«at 
respectability. Brother Atherton followed school -tnobing 
BB a profession. lie was a Kcicnti&c man ; his preaching 
was of an intellectual type, and waa listened to with much 
interest. William Hughey was a good preacbur and much 
appreciated by the people, bat he committed the great mji- 
take of running with the radical einilenient and DOnaMtiitg 
himself with the eo-called " reformers," John Jeul 
was also infected with this excitement, bo aa tu dama)^ Inrtii 
his enjoyuiont and usefulness for the time being, but in 
after years he settled down, and spent the ovoning of hh 
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days feeling at borne in the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
When many years after this, my son, a stripling boy eight- 
een years of age, was sent on to the Frankfort circuit, be 
found a hearty welcome and valuable encouragement at the 
house of brother Jenkins. Rev. Jesse Bowdle was of a 
large and respectable family, and as a Christian and min- 
ister he was sound to the core. Stephen Timmons had been 
in the regular work, both in the East and in the West. He 
was father of Bev. F. A. Timmons, of the Ohio Conference, 
who came into 61II connection in the Church under my ad- 
ministration that year. He had marked peculiarities, and 
the country was full of amusing anecdotes setting forth his 
eccentricities. 'He greatly admired humility, and detested 
any thing that looked like pride in the traveling preachers. 
In 1814 H. B. Bascom was the junior preacher on the cir- 
cuit, and on the occasion of one of his visits to brother 
Timmons, the latter brother is said to have adopted the 
following mode of taking the starch out of the clothes and 
the blacking off the boots of the young preacher. Just 
before time for the preacher to get ready to go to his ap- 
pointment, brother Timmons turned his horse into a large 
corn-field, when a muddy chase of an hour after the frol- 
icking horse, in a field full of burs, eifectually did the 
work as far as outward appearances were concerned. Rev. 
Reuben Roe had been in the regular work, and was a val- 
uable and acceptable preacher. Brother Maddox was also 
a good worker, loyal to the Church and esteemed by the 
people. 

Then among the laity there were the M 'Neils, and Rit- 
tenhouses, and Browns, and Bowdles, and Withgots, and 
Hursts, and Crabbs, and Waughs, and Robbinses, and 
Blacks, and Augustuses, and Shepherds, and Rectors, and 
Littletons, and Hossletons, and others, a noble host, never 
to be forgotten. 
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We had a giniid camp-uieetiug near the close of ilie year, 
iu the neighborhood of OidUiwn, There was an imnieuso 
gathoriug of the people and au able corps of prcachurii, and 
the meeting resulted in much good. Key. Zachariah CuH' 
ncU preached a very able sermon on, "Is there no balm 
in Gilead?" etc. Rev. E. G. Wood preached a TaluiblQ 
sermon on "The Highway," Kev. H. 0. Sheldon gave uffi- 
cient help, and manifested much ingenuity in his mode of 
reproyiog the rowdies. As they were so boisteroDB on* 
night, S3 to prevent sleep, tbe people were called up at mid- 
night for preaching, and brother Sheldon took the Btond. 
Pointing with his Giigcr as thongh he bad hU eye on soms 
one in the distance, he exclaimed, " Friend, how oaneat 
1 hither, not having a wedding garment?" He said 
there was an old tradition that iu tbo beginning of our raco 
t.lie Creator, having made a number of bodies, put them 
out to dry preparatory to furuishing them with aoaU, ud 
that a few of them rau away in that unGoiBhed state. IIo 
then suggested the f[uery whether those pcreons that were 
howling through the forest, to the annoyance of Bensibl« 
people, might not be desceodants of those unfortunate bouI- 
less people. 

Tho Conference met September 19, 1827, in cho old 
Stone Chapel, in the city of Cincinnati, Bishop M'Kendrca 
presiding, assisted by Biebops George and Soule. It was tbt 
time of tho quadrennial election of delegates to Oeoent 
Conference. We received on trial John Wood, Gilbert 
Blue, Jesse Hoc, Frederick Butler, William T. Snow, ud 
Jamea Armstrong. We elected the following brethren lo 
represent our Conference in the tieneral Conference, wblch 

) to meet at Pittsburg the first of May next: Jacob 
Young, Dovid Young, J. B. Fiuley, J. F. Wright, VL U\g»- 
luw, G. R. Jones, James (jiiiiin. Juhu Collin*, Moae* Cnim«, 
Lcniy SworniBtedt, John Brown. Wo recorded the i 
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I flf ScT. John Sale. He was a nntive of Virgiaia. Entered 
the traveling conneciiou iti 1796. He died nl iho tiouKe 
of brother French, near Troy, Ohio, Junuary 15, 1827. 
He commeDced his itinoraDt labors in the North-west in 
1803, and had the honor of laying the foundation of 

, Methodism in many places. By some, the honor ie attrib- 
uted to him of forming the first society in Cincinnati, but 

* we have gone with what seema to be the main current of 
I eridence in giving that honor to Rev. John Collins. 

TBS returned to Deer Creek circuit, with Rev. Adam 
a for my colleague, and Rev. John Collins for my 
I presiding elder. My colleague proved to he a futthful 
I preacher, and a soperior buninesa man. The presiding 
[ elder, though not the intellectual giant that his predecessor 
I was, yet aa a man of power among the masses of the peo- 
L pie, had few equals, and, perhaps, no superiors. He wag 
[ emphatically a "boo of consolation," and it might be said 
[ with equal empliusis that he was a "son of thunder." He 
[ had a remarkably sweet voice, a prepoBsessing appearance, 
fall of incident which, in the moat simple and happy 
I manner, he wove into his sermons. Whenever becoming 
\ animated in his discourse, ho would throw his massive head 
3 side, and begin to shrug his right shoulder, then 
L those who were acquainted with him expected to hear some 
I of his overwhelming hursts of eloquence. The effect of his 

* happiest efforts was wonderful beyond description. As he 
had traveled Deer Creek circuit some years before, and hia 

had been greatly blessed, his return as presiding 
^«Ider was hailed with delight hy the people. 

During this year I lived in Greenfield. My family had 
acre society, and we had a pleasant and profitable year on 
e circuit. 

The General Conference, as before staled, met at Pitls- 
Surg, the first of May, 1828. The session wos an exciting 
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one. Tho question of greatest iatere;3t related to the d«- 
mand for changes in our Church polity, and the proper 
course to be pursued with those who vere thoroughly com- 
niitted to the proposed changes, and whose efforta vere 
coDStantly employed iu agitating the Church on these ques- 
tions. In the bounds of the Baltimore and Pittshurg 
ConfereDces the agitation bad ul ready reached a crisis, 
and Bome of the leaders in tho agitation bad been dealt 
with by the autboritioa of the Church. Rev. Nicholas 
Snethen, a local miaister of great eloquence and intellectual 
power, became tlie leader among the agitators, and RcT. 
Thomas Bond, a local preacher also, became a leading 
champion of the existing polity. When the matter cama 
before the General Conference it was very thoroughly dis- 
cussed, and the voice of the Conference waa not only em- 
phatically against the innovations, but indicated with equal 
clearness that the policy of the Church would be to hriog 
discipline to bear against pcrsihient agitators. We eipeotcd 
that the agitation would lead to secession in many placio, 
as it also came to pass. Slany ambitious and disap pwittoi 
men went out regarding theinselres as not apprecitl 
many good and conscientioua niembcrs separated tl 
thinking that the positiou of the General Confei 
wrong and severe. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

MIAMI CIRCUIT, OHIO. 
1828-SO. 

SEPTEMBER 18, 1828, the Conference met at Chilli- 
cothe, only a short distance from my field of labor. In 
yiew of this, I had arranged to hold a camp-meeting near 
Oldtown during the session of the Conference. The mem- 
bership of the circuit was all aglow from the effects of the 
camp-meeting just closed, and came up to this one with 
enlarged expectations, and well prepared to do battle for 
God. Able and earnest members of the Conference came 
out each day to assist, and the Word was attended with 
great power, and a multitude witnessed to the efficacy of 
the blood of Christ to save. Among those who joined at 
this meeting was William R. Anderson, who afterward be- 
came a standard-bearer, and for many years stood shoulder 
to shoulder with the honored members of the Ohio Coufer- 
eDce. The ^meeting, like its predecessor, was a grand suc- 
cess. In consequence of attention to this meeting I could 
not give much attention to the business of Conference. 
Bishop Roberts presided, full of grief at the recent death 
of Bishop George; and the following persons were received 
on probation, namely: Jacob Hill, Thomas Thompson, 
Thomas Simms, Joseph Hill, William Herr, Leonard B. 
Gurley, Alvin Billings, James W. Finley, George Huffman, 
Joel Dolby, Joseph M. Trimble, Henry Colclazer, and David 
Cadwallader. The names of several of these have long 
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been as honscbold words in our Zipn. At thie Confereooe 
I first heard tlie voice of J. M. Trimble, one of the fore- 
going list, lie followed one of the preachers in exhortalion, 
and inspired both preachers and people with large cxpecU- 
tions of hig usefulness as a alandard-bearer. 

Considerable excitement occurred at this session on Free- 
masonry, A Mr. Morgan, who had declared himself % 
member of that fraternity, and bad revealed what he de- 
clared to be the "Secrets of Masonry," had suddenly dis- 
appeared, and popular rumor claimed that tbe Masons hkd 
inflicted upon Morgan the penalties of the order. Wlul 
became of Morgan is a mystery to this day, many still be- 
lieving that he was murdered, and others thinking that the 
whole procedure was a sbrewJ mode of advertising hia 
book, and that he enjoyed pecuniary profit from tbe escile- 
ment that resulted from bis saddca disappearance from hia 
borne. Tbe excitement that pervaded tbe country reached 
the Conference, and resulted in a "compromise," in which 
the Masons pledged themselves to abstain fVom allending 
the lodges, except on very special occasions, and the "anli' 
masons" pledged thcmselvoi to cease their bitter aasaulu 
upon the fraternity. The exoitement passed away after a 
few years, and neither party seemed very eonscientioaa in 
keeping the pledges of tbe compromise. At different tlnaa 
since then this controversy has been measurably revivMl. 
There have been culhusiaslio Masons, who hara appeared 
lo give Masonry and the lodges tlic plaeo in their thought* 
and affeotiuns that belong to Christ and hia Church. Un 
tbo other hand, there have been enthnsioatic anlimaaona, 
who bave regnrded the inslitulion as anlichriatian, and ita 
members antichrist. Between thcso cxtremca, however, ika 
groat mass of Christians and ciliions have been contest 
that individuals ahould make it a matter of indiviiloal ean* 
aeienco aa to ihcir porsouat connection villi aociotioa of 
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the kind. As it has been charged by the extremists first 
named that the majority of the clergy are connected with 
such societies^ the mass of intelligent people have con- 
cluded that that fact, if a fact, was presumptive evidence 
that the society neither taught doctrines nor practiced cere- 
monies that Christian ministers could not subscribe to and 
participate in. And if a word from an aged minister ot 
the Gospel, now nearing my four-score years, and expecting 
soon to be done with all of this life, could tend to remove 
the trouble of any on this subject, I would say that I have 
been acquainted with Masonry for nearly half a century, 
and while I have never been so wedded to the institution 
as to incline to neglect any raligious duty or Church priv- 
ilege to visit lodges or associate with Masons, yet I can 
cheerfully record my belief that the principles and teach- 
ings of the order emanate from the Scriptures, and that any 
man living up to those teachings, and his promises, will be 
a good moral man and a good citizen. And I will further 
add, that I have never known Masonry to be employed for 
the purpose of influencing Conference action, or the matter 
of appointments of the preachers. And now to return from 
this long digression. 

I was appointed to the Miami Circuit, with Kev. Wm. 
Simmons for my colleague, and Rev. Greenbury R. Jones, 
presiding elder. As brother Simmons was on the circuit 
the year before, and now returned for the second year, he 
was very properly preacher in charge. I found him to be 
a competent, zealous, and enterprising Christian minister, 
commanding the confidence of the Church and people, and 
proposing no compromise with the world, the devil, or the 
Pope. I moved into the parsonage at Chester, where the 
people received me with great kindness. The circuit in 
those days, as compared with others, was regarded as rather 

a small and easy circuit, but as compared with the circuits 

14 



162 moaWAYS AND HEDGES!^^^^^^^^^ 

of tLe present daj, it was a vast field of labor. We }iad 
twenty-eight appointments, embracing a tneuiborship of 
nine hundred and twentj-nine, and occupying all ihe terri- 
lary between the Miami Rivera, from the Ohio Kiver back 
to Lehnnou, except Cincinnati aod Hamilton atalioos. The 
following is a list of the appoiDtmeuts : Chester, Spring 
Meeting- house, Monroe, Pisgah, Palmyra, Union, Price's, 
Penton's, Montgomery, Reedcr's, Madison, AnDslrong'a, 
Sulem, TTeatberby'B, Wood's, Spark's, Blue Rook, Brown's. 
Cloves, Ebeoeier, Cheviot, Shaw's, Williams's, Oregg'a. 
Wood's, Maddoi, Liberty, and Columbia. 

We bad a prosperous year ; the attendance on the pnblio 
and social means of grace vas good. If any proved dolin- 
qucnt, we exercised the discipline promptly, hut kindly, and 
generally succeeded in restoriug the delinquent to doty atiil 
enjoyment. 

We closed the year with a cum p -meeting seven milM 
back of Cincinnati. A multitnde of people attended. We 
had bUo an abundant supply of able ministers, wbos* 
hearts were in the work, and the meeting proved to be « 
success. We carried up a good report to the Conrerenoe. 

September 3, 1S29, the Ohio Conference met at Urbana, 
Bishop Roberts presiding. The following persons ware re- 
ceived on trial 1 Thomas D. Allen, Joseph A. Reeder, Wil- 
liam Sutton, Adam Minear, Jesse Prior, Elijah 11. Pilcb*r, 
Amos Sparks, Samuel A. Latin, Henry E. Pilcher, Uoni«r 
J. Clarke, Wesley Wood, Elmore Yocura, KrnMm. FbIIob. 
William Sprague. Some of these aro still ably working 
for God. Homer J, Clarke had bwn admitted Mveml 
years before, but had retired to secure an educatios, »mi 
now came into the work again fresh from the nnivenily. 

I was returned to Miami circuit, with Rev. G. K. Jobm 
continued as presiding elder, and Rev. Jamea Lava u mj 
colleague. I had regarded brother Laws as somawliaL mU- 
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opinionated, and feared that ho would be disBatisfied to 
labor aE second preacher on the circuit, especially as he was 
my Benior both in age and in the ministry. But ho entered 
upon the work with me, and exhibited great veraatility of 
talent, and proved to be an efEcicnt co-worker. He was 

I ready os a preacher, spirited in exhortition, powerful in 

1 prayer, a eweet singer, and almost unsarpnesed in his power 
endurance. The membership was in good working or- 

f der at the beginning of the year, and continued ho during 

I the year. 

Near the close of the year my circuit proposed to unite 
with the churches of Cincinnati in holding a camp-meet- 
The proposition was accepted, and ground on Mill 
Greek, about three miles from the city, Kclected. Eitcnslve 
preparations' were made, and a general interest was felt in 
securing the succesB of the meeting. Revs. J. B. Finley 
and W. Browning, the pastors in the city, brought out their 
working host, and our membership well represented the 
several appointments on the circuit. Curiosity moved the 
great mass of population, and the attendance was very large 

r indeed. 

We were unexpectedly favored with the servicCB of the 
Eev. Stephen G. Roaiel, of the Baltimore Conference. He 
had come West to visit hia son, then a student at Angusta 
College, Kentucky, when, being invited (o visit Cincinnati 
and attend this meeting, he consented to do so. Hia repu< 
tation was Bufficicntly known among the preachers to escite 
large expectation ; and then hia giant and commanding 
phyaical proportions, aa soon as he entered tTie pulpit, ex- 
cited similar expectation upon the part of the vast multi- 
tude. He announced hia hymn, which was sung with spirit. 
We kneeled in prayer, and his commanding voice seemed 
to penetrate the very heavens as he led in a prayer of won- 
drous power. When he arose to announce his text, every 
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cje and ear mas fixed in atteotioa. It was soon apparent 
to all that an intellectual giaot occupied the pulpit. For 
about two hours Ibat vast multitude nan held spell-bonnd. 
Shocks of divine power accompanied the Word, and, at 
times, the more spiritual in the audience, overcharged with 
the heavenly electricily, would give vent to their feelings 
and make the grand old woods ring with their rejuioioge. 
Seldom has a coDgregation been so profoundly stirred under 
the preaching of the Word, The work went on etoadtlj, 
and that Saturday night was a night of power, It was gon- 
erally expected that Roszel would preach again on Sabbath, 
and expectation had reached the highest pitch. Ha filled 
the appointment and fully met expectation. Again, for 
more than two hours, he held the mighty mass of humanity 
and swayed them as the wind swoys the forest. In th 
midst of the inteusQ excilcmcot, he called the congrcgatio 
to their knees before God. 0, my soull what ■ eabUna 
bowing before the Lord was that I For some time the con- 
gregation lingered before God, thrilled with the ihocka of 
power that had accumpiiuied the preached Word. I had 
witnessed many demoiistrations of power before, but I had 
never wilDcsaed any thing superior to this. Wo plkced 
upon the muster-roll of the militant Church, before the 
meeting closed, the names of between three and four hno* 
dred who purposed to enlist for the war. I trust, when tbe 
war is over, and the conquering legions are called home, 
that I ehsll meet many of them, to talk over tho vicUuiM 
of that great camp meeting. 

There were many valuable men in the lalty, la wdl u 
in the ministry, on Miami eiroult. Joseph A. R««d«r wm 
then working at hia trade, as tailor, in Montgontej'y, kod 
keeping tlie poitt-office. He had Tery great influcneo war 
the musses of the pcitpin, both in and out of th« Charvh, 
which influenee be used wisely. During tbu jrar «• 
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licensed him to preach, and he soon became an effective 
traveling preacher. William Parish, then a private mem- 
ber, resided in West Chester, and carried on a tannery. 
He was a man of sterling Christian character. He had 
taken strong hold of the confidence of the people, and 
promised large usefulness in the Church. He was aflerward 
licensed to preach, and did the Church valuable service. 

James Conrey, of a numerous and very respectable family, 
lived near West Chester. He was the father of Rev. Jona- 
than F. Conrey, and was at that time in a sad state. He 
was in a state of despair as regarded his prospects of sal- 
vation. He said that there had been a time when he might 
have been saved, but that time had passed forever. He 
recognized intellectually the importance of salvation, but 
oaid that he had passed the boundaries of feeling, and was 
left without concern. His neighbors, feeling deeply inter- 
ested for him, besought me to put forth some special effort 
in his behalf. I entered into his case, and determined to 
do all I could to foil the devil in his attempt to ruin this 
man. The tempter had done with him as he has done with 
so many others. For years he had said to him, "Time 
enough yet, time enough yet," and had thus robbed him 
of years of his term of probation; and now he had turned 
upon him and said, "It is too late now; you have rejected 
so long that there is no mercy for you now." I visited him 
frequently, and urged him to commence reading the Bible 
and praying, and assured him that, though he might expe- 
rience no feelings of tenderness at first, it could do him no 
harm, and I had faith that the spirit would visit him again. 
He undertook to follow my advice. After days of effort, 
he said that he had no feeling as yet. We urged him 
to persevere in the effort. He did so, and in less than 
a month he began to feel encouraged, and before three 
months had passed the snare of Satan was broken, and he 
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wus rejoicing in God bis Savior. He developed into a use- 
ful aad exemplary Christian, was licensed to preach, and 
for more thoD thirty years witoesscd a good profession in 
the Choioh and before the world. 

Danforth Weatherby and Aaron Burdaal were neighbors, 
living some eight miles bactc of Cincinnati. They were 
local preachers of good standing, and used their talents to 
advantage for the cause of the Master. About eight miles 
west of Cincinnati lived brothers Biddle and Gosling, who 
were local preachers, both from New Jersey, and both 
highly appreciated in their relation to the Church. The 
names of a great many members of the Church scattered 
over that large circuit still linger in my memory and taj 
heart There was Price, and Vantreese, and Conrey, and 
Elliott, and Flinn, and Willinms, and Short, and Cline, and 
West, and Shaw, and Brown, and Reeder, and Ward, aod 
White, and Sackett, and Williamson, and Wood, and Mtd- 
dox, and Dr. Beach, and Legg, and such. But out of 
nearly a thousand members, the great mass of whom were 
living Christians, I shall not be able to go through the 
enumeration of their names. 

It was during this year that God gave us onr first daugh- 
ter, Sarah Jane, a child destined to he a joy in our 
household for a few years, and then lo precede us to the 
heavenly home. 
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OXFORD CIRCUIT, OHIO. 



I 



SEPTEMBER 8, 1830, the Ohio Conference met at Lan- 
caaler, Bvsliop Soule preaiding. There was a full atttnd- 
ance of the preachera, and many of them came up in the 
fullnesa of the blessing of the Gospel. God blessed ihem in 
their pulpit miuiatrations, and a precious revival broke out 
about the third day of the Conference, nhicb increased stead 
ily until the close of the mectiog. Some of the preachers re 
garded it as one of ibc most spiritual Conferenoca thej had 
ever attended. The following were received on trial: Brad' 
ford Frazee, John M. Goshorn, William M. Sullivan, 
bert Bayard, John C. Hardy, Joseph Leedom, Bernard A. 
Casset, Levi P. Miller, Willifim Morrow, William Young, 
Eheneier B. Chase, James Gurley, Allen D. Beasley, Aea 
Stroud, Ebeneaer Owen, Charles C. Ljbrand, Noah Hough, 
Abram Millice, Benjamin Boydston, EInathan C. Gavitt, 
KUm Day, Exekiel 8. Gavitt, and Leonard Hill — a good 
cliBs, that has rendered long and valuable service to the 
Church. 

I waa appointed to the charge of Oxford circuit, with 
Kev. G. R. Jones presiding elder, and Hev. A. D. Beasley 
for my colleague. The following was my list of nppoint- 
menle: Oxford, Owen's, Dover, Loop's, Kiner'e, Deom's, 
Miltonville. Draper's, Marsh's, Harrison, Sweoringen's, New 
Haven, Venice, Lehigh, Youman's, Stewart's, Alhand'a, 
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Fay'a, Dickinaon's, Brown's, Hazleton's, Ebenozcr, Butler's, 
ind Woodruffs. These twentj-four appointincnia occupied 
IB extensive territory, but we bad upon the whole a pleos- 
idC field of labor. My coUcngue nas a, worker in the pul- 
pit aod out of it, aud vre labored together in hurraony and 
affection. The people gave iia a warm welcome, and we 
lad the gratifieation of seeing the pleasure of the Lord 
prosper in our hands. The greatest drawback to my enjoy- 
ment waa the want of a parsonage for my family to live in. 
Brother Charles Stewurt gave us the use of an unoccupied 
bouse on bis farm, and though it was not ■ very oomfori- 
able place, yet the great aud constant kinduess uf that 
noble Christian family weut very far to rccoucile us to th« 
discomforts of the house until we could do butter. With 
the approbation of the offitial uiembera of the circuit, I 
opened Bubsuriptioua for the erection of a parsonage at 
Oxford. The people responded cheerfully, and the hoosa 
was built and put in order, ready for myself or wlioovor 
should serve the charge the next year. 

The Conference met at Mansfield, Obio, September 8, 
1831, Bishop Iledding presiding, who preached a aerman 
of great power on the Conferenee Sabbath. The folluwiug 
persons were admitted on trial: James F. Davidson, Eliaa 
M. Daley, Joseph M. Muttliens, Adam Miller, Beiyamin L. 
Jefferson, George Elliott, Charles W. Swain, Miobael Mac- 
ley, Henry Turner, Thomas Wiley, Jes»e Prior, John Q. 
Bruce, George C. Crum, Jacob Martin, Lorenio Bevana, 
Philip Warebam, Benjamin Allen, Stephen M. llolUnd, 
ind David Kiuuear. This, too, waa a good claas, and aoina 
of them ro»e to great prominence and became widely kouwo 
,s able representatives of Methodism. 

We recorded at this Confereuee the death of ibc *eit«ra> 
hie Uiuhael Kllia. lie was one of the graudeat o( vnr 
piouccra. He was oi-ilaiuud duaoon at the same time ikat 
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Bishop Aabury was ordained Bishop. Having spoken of 
him more at large ia another part of this narrative, I shall 
not enter npon any detailed account of this man of Ood in 
this place. 

As the General Conrerence was to meet the first of Maj 
next, we elected our delegates at this seasion, aod tlio lot 
fell on the following hrethren ; David Young, Ruasel Bige- 
low, J. Quinu, J. F. Wright, L. Swormatedt, W. H. Raper, 
A. W. Elliott, J. B. Finley, Z. Connell, Curlis Goddard, 
John Coiling, W. B. Christie, Charles Holliday, aod U. H. 
Jones — a very large and a very able delegation. 

I was returned lo Oiford circuit, and associated with a 
new presiding elder and assistant. Of my new presiding 
elder, Rev. James B. Finley, I have already spoken at largo 
in a former chapter. I was sorry to separate flora brother 
Beasley, who hod proved to he such a faithful assistant. 
My new assistant, however, Rev. James F. Davidson, 
though juat entering the life of aa itinerant, was well re- 
' ceived, and fulfilled his duties creditably to himself and 
satisfactorily to the people. I moved into the new par- 
' eonage at Oxford, and was much better situated, both for 
' family comfort and for (he advantages of personal improve- 
I mcot. The Miami University, one of the State institutions, 
' being located at Oxford, its influence pervaded the whole 
' Bocial atmosphere, to a greater or less extent. So much 
did I become exercised on the subject of education myself, 
' that could I either have set myself back in age a few years, 
[ or had my sons been old enough to enter upon the prose- 
cution of a collegiate course, I believe that I would have 
' entered the University, and abandoned the itinerant field 
' until I should have BCcured a liberal education. As it 
seemed impracticable under all the circumstances for me to 
gratify my desire in this direction, T resolved to make what 
proRcicncy my opportunities should afford me, and to lay 
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me, that venerable and precious man of 
1 himself out in the Master's work, wu 
now on the retired list, residing in Oxford. I -valued him 
as a friend and counselor. Danforth Weatherby and Col- 
breCh Hull were both acceptable local preacbcrn, belong- 
ing to the society at Oxford. Joseph A. Wuterman was 
licensed to preach, and recommended to the traveling con- 
nection from this charge ibis year. He became an intel- 
lectual giant, and, had he been a well-rounded man aod 
fully imbued with the spirit of ibe itinernnl work, inferior 
to very few in the denomination as a MethodiGl preaeher 
Brothers Merrell and Stout wore appreciated by ibe people 
as faithful local preachers. They both lived on the coUef^ 
lands. Brother Aaron Powers was dq aclire aud valuable 
local preacher, living in the neighborhood of Charles Stew- 
art's. Alter I lell tbo circuit be became infected with the 
Mormon vagaries, and going to their communily eunsortad 
with them for awhile, intending to unite with them. After 
a short time Jo. Smith, having learned that Powers had 
property, informed him that he bad a revelation from the 
Lord directing that he should give (o the Church oua-batf 
of his property. "When," inquired Powers, "when djd 
you have have this revelation from the Lord?" Th« ao- 
called prophet mentioned the lime. " Then," responded 
Powori>, " I have had a revelation from the Lord sinca Uian 
that I should do no such thing." The brothers CitnwIoeJE, 
senior and juninr, were both respected local preachen aad 
|iraclii-iu}; phjHicians, and exerted a healthy influence in tha 
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communities where they were knowD. Rev. John Deem, 
at that time an acceptable local preacher, afterward entered 
the trayeling connection. Brother Lincoln, in Harrison, 
and brother Kitchen, of Oxford, were also local preachers, 
acceptable and worthy, and by me much beloved. Mat- 
thew and William Morehead were veterans in the cause of 
God. George White and Peter Butler, and Russel, and 
Bartlett, and Youman, and Turner, and Melone, and 
Marsh, and Riner, and William Crume, and a host of 
osiers, are dear to me, whose works will praise them in the 
gate. 

Near the close of this year we had a camp-meeting near 
Charles Stewart's. It proved to be a grand gathering of 
the hosts of the Lord ; and though Satan came also, and 
attempted to distract the work, yet God was there in power. 
Many were awakened and converted, and the saints went to 
their home? strong to do and suffer for the Master. 

It was during this year that I first came in contact with 
Mr. Kidwell, a noted champion of the doctrine of Univer- 
salism, and editor of the Star of the West. Our contro- 
versy was brief, but spirited, and occurred on this wise : 
Having occasion to notice the doctrine of Universalism in 
one of my discourses, I had stated that if the teachings of 
that doctrine were true that God had seemed to show par- 
tiality toward the wicked. He had swept the wicked inhab- 
itants of the antediluvian world suddenly into heaven, and 
had left the few righteous to be shut up in the ark, tossed 
upon the waves of the flood, and to remain for years longer 
sufferers in this world of disappointment and afflictions; 
and suggested, further, that if the teachings of that doc- 
trine were true, it might be a work of benevolence to mas- 
sacre all who were in any circumstances of want or suffer- 
iug here. Such an act would immediately introduce those 
massacred to heaven, and though men might call it murder. 
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it could in no way jeopardize the salvation of the murderer. 
Kid well became excited, and answered me in his paper, and 
challenged me to meet him in public debate. He said that 
if he belieyed as Stewart did, that all dying in infancy are 
saved, he should esteem it an act of benevolence to kill off 
all the children in infancy, so that they might not come to 
years of accountability to hazard their salvation. Believing 
that public controversies seldom resulted in much profit, I 
had intended to treat his challenge with contempt. Some- 
time after this I casually met him, and was introduced to him 
io the post-office by Rev. Moses Crume. I then told Mr. 
Kidwell that I had not seen his paper, but that I had 
heard of his strictures, and of the challenge that he had 
extended to me, and said, " I intended to pay no attention 
to your challenge ; and as regards the massacre of the inno- 
cents, consistently with your doctrine you can murder them 
and not endanger your salvation, but I can not.'' He 
stammered for an answer, but was taken so by surprise that 
he left the office in confusion. A gentleman present com- 
plimented me by saying, " You certainly took the bull by 
the horns." 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

BELLEFONTAINE CIRCUIT, OHIO. 

THE Conference met at Dayton, Ohio, September 19, 
1832, Bishop Emory presiding. This was the first and 
only time that he presided at our Conference. He was a 
first<class presiding officer, and made a most happy im- 
pression in all his intercourse with us. We received on 
probation Obadiah Johnson, F. A. Timmons, L. L. Ham- 
line, Daniel G. Dector, John Kinnear, Luther D. Whitney, 
Daniel Poe, Robert Cheny, Samuel G. Patterson, Joseph M. 
M'Dowell, Edward Thomson, Marcus Swift, Eliakim Zim- 
merman, Peter Sharp, David Eeed, Edward D. Roe. H. M. 
Shaffer, John Hasty, Andrew Dixon, William Westlake, H. 
Dodds, George Smith, Arthur B. Elliott, Zachariali Games, 
William P. Strickland, Benjamin Ellis, and William S. 
Thornburg. Two of this list have since been promoted to 
the episcopacy, and many of them have accomplished their 
ministry and gone to their reward, and others of them are 
still doing valuable service. Two of them I had received 
into the Church and was happy to meet them here. 

When the appointments were read out, I learned that I 
not only had a long move to make, but one of the most la- 
borious frontier circuits to serve. Bellefontaine circuit had 
at that time some thirty appointments, a membership of 
twelve hundred and thirty-six, and a territory of vast ex- 
tent. Rev. William H. Raper was my presiding elder, and 
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Rots, J. G. Brace and Peter Sharp my colleagues. Though 
I would Dot have desired that appoiutuentp yeL I was in the 
etrcDgth of manhood and felt no disposition to complain. 
As promptly as practicable I moved my family within the 
bounds of the circuit. There being no pHrsonnge I secured 
the best temporary shelter for my family that could b« 
found, and addressed myself at once to the work. After 
prospectiDg the field, I reported to the prenidiDg elder tbat 
if he bad suitable work elsewhere for one of my colleagiies 
I would rather reduce the work to a fow weeks' circnil 
than to run the awkward machinery of a six weeks' circuit. 
He approved my euggestjou, aod tmnsferred brother Bmco 
to another work. Brother Sharp was willing and cffident, 
and during the year, by the blessing of the Lord, we each 
preached over thirty sermons each month, besides meeting 
the classes, visiting the people, and responding to extra 
calls for uiiuiaterial eervice. 

Oar closing camp -meeting, which was held in the neigh- 
borhood of brother MessicV's, was an occasion of great in- 
terest and uncommon power. Added to the ordinary al- 
traction of such an occasion, it had been annonncud that 
brother Syms, the missionary among the Wyandolt lo- 
dians, would attend with a detachment of the converted 
Indians, so an immense concourse of people gathered. Tbe 
misiiionary and the Wyandotte came as was expected, and 
added greatly both lo (he interest and profit of the roeeling. 
These recently converted children of the forest had tbrown 
sway the tomuhawk and the seal ping- knife, and now, wtlU 
the greatest simplicity and fervency, worshiped God and re- 
joiced in liis salvation. Their prayere, and 8ong«, and ex- 
hortations, and shouts made an inipreiuion uoTer to b« loal 
by many who, perhaps, would not have been reached bj any 
ordinary instrumentality. 

Among the local preachers whose co operation and (Viawl- 
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ship I remember with pleasure were Rev. David Kemper, 
then a single man, diligently applying himself to study to 
secure a proper qualification for the life-work in which he 
has since been honored and blessed; Rev. John M'Gruder, 
more advanced in years, and efficient and respected in his 
sphere of labor. Brother Casebolt also did good and ac- 
ceptable service as a local preacher. 

Among the private and official members there were many 
noble spirits. There was George Messick, whose name de- 
serves to be recorded in golden capitals. He had ^^ a soul 
as big as all out-doors.'* The latter half of the Conference 
year he brought my family and divided his house with us, 
furnished us with a cow, and, indeed, there was no end to 
the kindness of himself and family to the preachers. May 
the blessing of the great Head of the Church rest upon his 
posterity forever! Joseph Bowdle, whose name I recorded 
among the good men of Deer Creek circuit, had settled near 
Roundhead, and contributed liberally of money, labor, and 
influence to extend the borders of Zion about his new 
home. Noah Z. M'Culloch, the clerk of the court in Belle- 
fontaine, was a solid 'member of the Church, a man of un- 
flinching integrity and devotion to the cause of God. Then 
there were the Balies, and M'Farlands, and Carters, and 
Pools, and Brookses, and a great many more of kindred spirit 
and worth whose names are graven on preacliers' hearts, and 
I trust also in the Book of Life. 

The following is the list of the principal appointments 
on the Bellefontaine circuit: 1. Bellefontaine ; 2. Richard's; 
3. Roundhead; 4. Rutledge's; 5. Brooks's; 6. Richard- 
son's; 7. Timber; 8. Parkerson's; 9. Liberty; 10. Monroe's; 
11. M'Farland's; 12. Fine's; 13. Gregory; 14. Stephens's; 
15. Salem; 16. Robertson's; 17. Antioch ; 18. Musselman's; 
19. Sidney; 20. Laramie; 21. Harden; 22. Hathaway's; 23. 
Burdett's; 24. Quincy; 25. Newman's; 26. Messick's; 27. 
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George's; 28. Poweirs; 29. Wood's; 30. Spry's; and a few 
others tlie names of which have gone from my memory. 

Oar proximity to the Indian Mission, as referred to in 
preceding pages, had drawn out our sympathies this year 
much for that people; and the attention of the whole de- 
nomination had heen aroused in hehalf of Indian evangeli- 
zation by an incident that occurred this year laying the 
foundation of our missions beyond the Rocky Mountains. A 
deputation from the Flathead Indians had made a Journey of 
between two and three thousand miles from their home near 
the Pacific Ocean, and presented their plea to Mr. Clark, the 
Indian agent in St. Louis, for knowledge of the white man's 
God and religion. The Advocate and Journal published 
the account, accompanied with a cut of one of the heads of 
the strange people. Jason and Daniel Lee volunteered to 
go as missionaries, and such was the influence of the move- 
ment that the missionary collections for the year nearly 
doubled the amount for the previous year. 




AUGUST 21, 1833, the Conference raet at Cincinnati. 
Bishop Roberta presided. Aa the cholera had been 
ailing in Cincinnati, many of the preHchere declined 
I ittending the session. The following peraoua were received 
I on trial ; Joseph A. Waterman, John Alexander, Willlum U. 
r Uwder, Benjamin F. Mjera, James Parcels, Cjrua Brooks, 
Samnel Harvey, Granville Moody, F. H. Jennings, Henry 
Maynard, 8. A. Kathburn, Samuel Allen, Joseph Newson, 
Samuel Lynch, William H Brockway, Duncan McGregor, 
David Burns, James Wheeler, Paul Wambaugh, James B. 
Austin, Robert Graham, Richard Lawrence, T, A. G, Phil- 
lips, Philip Nation, John Bonalaon, Alexander Morrow, J, 
W. Cooley, Lester Janes, Lorenso Waugh, Henry White- 
man, Charles R. Lovelt, Henry Camp, James Webb, John 
C. Hardy. James Courtney, Zephaniah Bell— a large claes, 
Bome of whom are among the moat valuable workers in our 
Zion at this day. We recorded the death of Rev. John 
Ulin. He was a man of brilliant parts, and was stricken 
down suddenly with cholera, July 13, 1833, He had been 
enccessfUl and was much beloved. 

The Troy circuit, to which I was appointed, was organ- 
iied at this Conference out of part of the Piqua circuit. I 
regarded it as a small and very easy circuit, it having only 
nineteen appointments— one-third less than my last circuit. 
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Rev. W. H. Raper remained oil tlio districi, nnd Rev. J. 0. 
Bruce waa nij coDeugue, He was the same young man wl: 
was appoiDted with me to Bellefontnine circuit, but liavjn 
been removed, as staled in my Durrative herctofoTc, I lind 
not formed his acquaintance to any great ezleat. 
proved to be a man of fine preaching ability, well adapted 
to and faithful in meeting the responsibilities of the i 
I was well pleased with my appointment and associate, and 
anticipated a pleasant year. 

Soon after Conference I was comfortably settled in the 
parsonage at Troy, and enjoyed a hearty welcome from a 
wliolc-souled membership. Xhe cholera had been sweeping 
many into eternity, and still lingered to some extent, but 
the violence of the dreadful visitation had passed before « 
came to Troy. I had for my nearest neighbor in iha pu 
torate Rev. Arza Brown. He was at Piqua, and wu tlin, 
in his prime — a man who never failed to endear himself M 
the people that he served, and who left his mark i 
person of living witnesses, raised up, through his minislrjTi 
to declare the power of the Gospel to save. 

Though myself and colleague applied ourselves iodustri* 
ously to our work, wc did not realin 
in-gatherings that we had hoped for. This failure to rcaliM, 
our expectation was not traceable to any Church diffioullitft 
or any wont of co-operation on the part of our meubemhip. 
I have learned, however, both by ezperieace and obecrvk- 
tion, that present visible Buccess does not always Bll«nd tbt 
most faithful and anxious labor. There are times when th* 
spirit of awakening pervades whole districts and coDlineoU^' 
and the Word runs and Is glorified without much apparrttt; 
effort on the part of ministers. The pool 
troubled; times of refrc»hin<; are come, and the ccmmtJQK 
peoetrnles all hearts, " Now is thu day of Mtlvatioo." TktM 
arc other times when labor, howovor fkithfally parfor— <, 




L iyielda do inimodiate visible fruit., 
I of each laborer to sow good seed, and to e 
I d&uce ; to sow it io 

I ing, as he knows not which shall prosper most, this or that, 
[ or whether both shall prosper alike. Ue must trust God 
, who can give thirty-fold, sixty-fold, or a 
» baodred-fold. He has promised that our labor shall not he 
I the Lord, and though we go forth weeping aud 
ing the precious eced, we shall doubtless r 
. rejoicing, aud bringing sheaves with us. 

Associated with us as supernumerary was Rev. Bitliard 
Brandriff. He was living in Troy, in impaired health — a 
good preacher and much respected by the people. He 
afterward committed the great mistake of quitting the 
k Church of his choice aod uniting with the "True Wesley- 
I has." They wade much of him, but I am inclined to thiuk 
that his latter days were neither as cheerful nor useful 
as they would have been had he remained in the communion 
in which he had spent his strength. Brother D. Dyke was 
also living in the bounds of the circuit. He had beeu a 
useful traveling preacher, and exerted a good influence 
among the people. Brother J. Goddard waa a good local 
preacher. Very humble in his own estimation, he had a 
high place in the esteem of his brethren. Brother J. 
Mitchell was also an acceptable local preacher, and was lis- 
tened to hy the people. 

Among the lay members at Troy, D. Sabin aud Levi Hart 
stood very prominent. The former was an able and suc- 
cessful medical practitioner. Ho was a thorough Meth- 
odist, able to grasp the whole economy of the Church, and 
to defend it against any adversary. He was thoroughly 
posted, and a man of great mental power. The preachers 
found in him a steadfast friend, and he always extended to 
them faithful professional services, free of charge. Brother 
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Hart was active in meeting the respooBibilities of his official 
relations, and did his work intelligently and thoroughly. 
In fact the official board of the Troy circuit, as a whole, 
was a very dignified, strong, and efficient body. Such was 
my attachment to them and the people generally of the 
charge, that I would gladly have remained another year. 
There were other reasons, too, why it would have been 
agreeable to my family to have remained another year. My 
oldest son, John Wesley, had commenced learning the 
printer's trade, in the office of brother TuUis, who published 
and edited the /^ Troy Times," and we would have been 
gratified to remain, so that he could have still been a mem- 
ber of our family and under our influence. We, however, 
submitted to the order of the properly constituted authorities. 
As I omitted to record the list of appointments in the 
proper place, I will insert it here: 1. Troy; 2. Crisman^s; 
3. Mahuron*s; 4. Chambersburg ; 5. MTading's; 6. Piiigah; 
T.Lee's; 8. Oearheart's; 9. Miteheirs; 10. Bethel; 11. 
Leffers; 12. Sim's; 13. Rector's; 14. Amey's; 15. Spring 
Meeting-house; 16. Crary's; 17. Clarke's; 18. Lambda; 
19. Carlisle. 
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GHAPTER XlX. 

ADELPHI CIRCUIT, OHIO. 
1884-35. 

AUGUST 20/ 1834, the Conference met at Circleville, 
Ohio, Bishop Sonle presiding. The following per- 
sons were admitted on trial: Joseph 0. W. Cloninger, 
David Kemper, Charles R. Baldwin, Eeuhen S. Pluramer, 
John Morey, Lorenzo Davis, John Rodgers, John F. Gray, 
Edward Estell, Jonathan E. Chaplin, James Brooks^ Moses 
A. Milligan, Richard Haney, William Morrow, James A. 
Kellam, Stephen P. Heath, McKendree Thrapp, Frederick 
A. Seborn, David Wamock, George Armstrong, Daniel M. 
Conant, Robert F. Hickman, Zachariah Wharton, Alanson 
Fleming, Dudley Woodbridge, Robert S. Kimber, John T. 
Kellam, John Bronaugh, Wesley Rowe, Hiram Gering, 
Grin Mitchell, William I. Ellsworth, Sylvester F. Southard, 
Mark Delany, Sheldon Parker, Lucien W. Berry, Wesley 
Brock, Richard Doughty, James Wilkinson, John W. White, 
Wesley C. Clarke, J. A. Brown, William B. Bradford— 43. 
Some of these I have recently met in the great North-west, 
occupying leading positions in their Confereoces, and some 
of them are known throughout the denomination. 

During the past year two of our preachers had been trans- 
ferred from the Church militaut to the Church triumphant; 
namely, Thomas F. Sargent and James Callahan. Brother 
Sargent had occupied a high position in the East, and was 
transferred to the Ohio Conference and stationed in Cincin- 
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nali. He died December 29, 1833, before llie close of hit 
first jear auoDg us. He was a niun of diversified 
exIensivG altaiDmeiita, aad nas lamenled bj a large circl* 
of admirers and friends. Brother Callahan died of put- 
moDary coDsumptioa at the residence of hia father-io-law, 
brother Burlingham, near Marietta, Ohio, November 9, 1833. 
His father, Rev. George Callahio, had given him to God 
early in life. He embraced religion early, entered tba 
traveling connection in 182(), and his talent, devotion, and 
Buceess, during the few years of his ministry, had given 
promise of great usefulness. But He who sees "the end 
from the begioDiag" transferred him to the brighter cIliM 
above. 

My removal from Troy, as intimated in the last ohaptoi 
was contrary to my wiBhes, and, as I had reason to believe, 
coDlrary to the desires of the members of that charge. 
was not only contrary to our mutual wishes, but altogether 
unexpected. When the Itishnp had made his address, and 
commenced reading out the appointmenU, I sat easily in 
my place, expecting to be returned, but when he reached 
that appointment he rend: "Troy, J. Lau>s, W. I. Ella- 
worth. R. Brtiiidnff, sup." The thoughla of my sick wife, 
iny boy just commeucing to learn a trade, and all the etnbar- 
riissments in the way of a removal, flashed through my 
mind and 1 was somcwhiit disconcerted. But I yet hoped 
(hut I might find myself stationed on some adjacent ohargfl. 
The Bishop read on and finished that district, and on 
through the third, and the fourth, and fifth, and aisth, and 
seventh, and eighth, and at the lust apjMintmoDt of lb* 
eighth district read: "Adelphi* circuit, John Stewart, J, 
W. White." A move of about one hundred miloa, and a 
large, rugged four weeks* circuit of lwcu(y-eigh( appointmrati 
wan before me, 1 was driven to my wila' «nd to be reeon- 
oilod ; but I never hnd rebelled, and I determined t« go t« 
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my work and not let any body know that it was not just 
the work that I desired. I never asked any explanation of 
brother Raper, the presiding elder, and he never volunteered 
to give me any, so I do not know to this day why the change 
was made. - Since then, however, my experience in the 
Bishops' cabinet has instructed me that changes sometimes 
need to be made for the reasonable relief of individuals, or to 
secure the general interest of the work, that could not be 
anticipated, and that could hardly be explained to all the 
parties concerned so as to appear altogether satisfactory to 
them. The system of Methodist Church polity is one of 
mutual sacrifice, to secure in its ultimate results mutual 
advantage and the largest amount of efficiency with a given 
amount of men, and means, and labor. 
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1^ 

2.0 



Sabbath ... 

Tuesday. 
Sabbath .. 
Wednes... 
Thursday 
Sabbath .. 
Monday... 
Tuesday . 
Wednes... 
Saturday. 
Sabbath ... 
Monday... 
Tuesday.. 
Wednes... 
Friday 



Pbbachino-Places. 



Sabbath... 



Tuesday . 

(( 

Wednes... 

<( 

Thursday 
Friday .... 
Sabbath ... 

Monday... 
Tuesday . 

Friday 

Saturday 



Adelphi 

Widow Low's 

William Dawson's.. 

Dowd's 

D. Culbertson's 

MeArthurstown 

Loving's 

8. Redfern's 

Coiner's S. H 

London<lerry.. 

Concord M. H 

S. Hanson's M. H... 

Rout's 

Brtokwalter's 8. H. 
Monett's M. H 



Tarlton 



Jesse Cartlich's 

David Fate'p 

Woodward's 8. H... 

Mannie's 

Aaron Young's 

Webb's M. H 

Logan 

Pitcher's 

Brown's 

Cave's 

Thomas's 

Rice's M.H 



Q 

o 
a 

H 



Ross 



i( 



Athens... 

(( 

«. 

(t 

• • 

Jackson, 
it 



Boss. 



(( 
If 
t( 
(< 
if 



Pickaway 

H9cking.. 
t( 

Athens.... 
Hocking.. 

(t 
(t 



4 
4 
30 
5 
3 
5 
5 
5 

6 
4 
3 
5 
5 

6 

20 

3 
7 
3 
10 
3 
5 
3 



f 



9t 

«8' 



11A.M. 

U ** 
Night... 
3P.M. 
11A.M. 

U •• 

12 M .... 
11A.M. 
11 ♦* 
3 P.M. 
11A.M. 
U ♦* 
U " 
11 ♦* 
11 ♦• 



11 



11 

3 
11 

3 

2 
12 
11 

3 



(t 



(( 



P.M. 
A.M. 
P.M. 



10(11 
Till 



M 

A.M. 
P.M. 
A.M 



Pickaway: 6; 2 P.M. 
'• I 4 11 A. M 



Clas8-Lkadkr8. 



61 

21 
10 
29 
12 
5() 

27 
30 
57 
85 
23 
15 
24 
29 

74 

48 

16 
20 
10 
14 
37 
01 
3U 
55 
2:^ 
22 
48 



/George Will, 

(A. Oartlich. 

Pastors. 
<t 

Bro. Westcoat's. 
D. Culbertson. 
James Johnson. 
A. Horton. 
S. Red fern. 
Brother Comer. 
A. Gordon. 
David Gundy. 
John Gundy. 
Brother Rout. 
Pastors. 
J. Monett. 

!J. Shoemaker, 
Brother Roby, 
A. Ly brand. 
J George Fate, 
I. Cartlich. 
as tors. 
Bro. Woodward. 
Bro. Bi egge rstatf. 
Jnmes Young. 
Thomas Webb. 
S. 8. Briglit. 
Brolhor Sellers. 
Brother Conrad. 
M. Ciwes. 
Brother Wlieeler. 
Willinm Rife. 



184 



I^HV/AYS AND HEDt 



The following nsnies were reportecl as ezhorten, laa] 
preachers, and circuit stewards : E:rluirtitri — John Dresebock, 
Isaac Curtlich, Dr. Hibbard, A. Cartlich, J. Drcs8ba(<k, P. 
rate, and B. Pate. Lotal P»each'-rt — D. Uolbertaon, S. 
Bedrern, D. Butcher, J. Monett, Juhn Rodgcrs, Joseph 
Starling, Aaron YouDg, Thomas Webb, Nathan Brown, nod 
Henry Brown. Oircuit StfwartU — George Will (recording 
steward), John Patterson, James Johnson, A. Gordon, Geo. 
Binkley, S. S. Bi-ight, and William Bice. 

This is the plan na given to me by my predecessors, Ber. 
William Weatlnke and Philip Nation. The only addition 
that I have made to the plan is to add the countlM in 
which the appointments were located. In a few inalance*, 
wtierc they were located near the county lines, I may not 
be entirely correct. It will be observed that the circuit 
extended into five counties, and embraced a membership of 
nearly one thousand. 

The first year that I traveled the circuit, Bey. An^atu* 
Eddy was my presiding elder, and John W. White wu ny 
eoUeugue. The second year, Bev. John Fflrrce was my 
presiding elder, Wesley Bowe my colleague, with all of 
whom my associations were both pleasant and pn>fitBbta. 
Of the presiding elders I have already spoken in former 
chapters. My colleagues were both young men just enter- 
ing the work, and both gave unmistakable promise at iho 
outstart of extensive usefulness in the Church. Brother 
White had a lively imagination, n ready utterance, ■ Urge 
share of magnetism in his nature, and his niinistr*(ioBi 
were much blnssed to the people. Brother Bowe «•» 
prompt to duly and reliable in every relation. lie had 
great social power, and was an interesting and prnStable 
preacher. Uis aonnons were brief, practical, and ofl«fl 
pathetic. Tbcy have both fulfilled the high hopes that I 
cDlertained of them, the former irill standing on the vatU 
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Zion, and the latter hnring pseBod ou to the Church 

mphant. 

I I had Bome difGcolty in finding a. house to live in, as the 
ircuit had no pursonage. The best we could do for soma 
months was to occupj an old house coDoected with a tau- 
nerj, io the Bubmba of Adelphi, wbioh, according to popular 
rumor, was the resort of "spoolcs/' and therefore a great 
terror to the young. We bad some difilcully in educating 
our children to overcome the timidity occiiaioned by these 
stories. After a few months brother Monett invited us to 
occupy a vacant house uear him on his farm, where we were 
very pleasautly associated with his excellent family. I ad- 
dressed myself, however, to the work of providing the cir- 
cuit with a parsonage, and had tbo privilege of occupying it 
in Tarlton my last year on the charge. In each of these 
neighborhoods my family had the attention of firat-elaas 
Methodigts, and we and the people of the charge became 
Biutualij greatly attached. Each Conference year wound 
up with a glorious camp-meeting. The one at the close of 
the first year was held io the Concord neighborhood, on 
Walnut Creek. It was an immense gathering, and proved 
to be a meeting of large results. Among those whose min- 
istrations were greatly blessed at that meeting were Rev. 
Augustus Eddy, the presiding elder, then in the strength of 
his physical manhood and the palmy period of his pulpit 
power; Rev. David Lewis, full of love and zeal and faith; 
Rev. Evan Steyenaon, of Kentucky, a man of lofty enthu- 
siasm and almost consuming zeal; Key. Philip Nation, one 
(if the sweetest singers and most powerful exhorters; and 
J. W. White, mj colleague, of whom I have already spoken. 
The great altar was at times crowded with penitents, and as 
>nverting power descended we witnessed some scene:) 
illing and grand beyond description. It was at this 
Idling that my Eon, who afterward became a minister, 
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yamti. Out Ckairh. He was a lad bat ten jean of age ; 
wkile ibe call was beiiig made for Tolanteeis, he stood back 
ia Ibe coBgrcgadon. leaniag against a tree, weeping. One 
of tbe nunisteTS on the platform saw bim, and conjecturing 
bis ftelii^Sf approacbed. ^ Bab, do joa want to join tbe 
Cborcb? If joa do, joa maj." And witboat waiting for 
an answer, be gathered tbe cbild up in bis strong arms, and 
presnng bim to bis great warm beart, be literally carried 
bim into tbe risible fold of Cbrist. 

Tbe camp-meeting wbicb closed tbe second jear on that 
circnit was held in tbe neighborhood of Logan, and abont 
one mile from tbe falls of Hockbockiog. It, like tbe other, 
was a powerfnl meeting. As the circuit was this year at- 
tached to Marietta district, Rot. John Ferree, presidiog 
elder, was present during part of the meeting, preaching 
with his usual unction on such occasions. Rev. David 
Lewis was again with us doing efficient service, but as the 
meeting was distant from any other pastoral charge, we had 
but few ministerial visitors, and myself and colleague had 
to perform a good deal of the pulpit labor. I was much 
blessed preaching on Sabbath night on *' Surely I come 
quickly." 

As the time drew near for me to leave this circuit I 
found that the bands that bound me to the dear people of 
my charge were very strong. They had given me a warm 
welcome and hearty co-operation, and the most liberal sup- 
port that I had ever received. I received this year two 
hundred and forty dollars, which was forty dollars more 
than I had received on any other charge. 

At that time Adelphi circuit was blessed with a very able 
and efficient corps of local preachers. Among them I would 
mention the venerable Jesse Cartlich, a good man, possess- 
ing a large fund of useful knowledge, and a rare facility in 
communicating in a most interesting way that knowledge. 
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either in the social circle or the pulpit. Four of his sods 
became preachers, two of whom, Abraham and Isaac, served 
the Church as acceptable members of the Conference. Rev. 
David Butcher had been a man of popularity and power in 
the regular work. While he performed the labors of a cir- 
cuit, one of his sons took charge of home interests and 
supported the family. The sudden death of that son by 
accident had necessitated the location of brother Dutcher. 
But while local in form he itinerated in fact much and 
very usefully to the Church. Brother Solomon Eedfern was 
a useful local preacher, and gave a son to the traveling 
ministry, of whom much was anticipated, but the Master 
soon called him to the rest above. Of brother Monett I 
have already spoken. He was a minister highly esteemed 
by all who knew him, and was blessed of God with a model 
family. His descendants have inherited his spirit, and some 
of them are known among the excellent of the Church. 
Before the close of my time on the circuit, he removed with 
his family to Marion, where he made fortunate investments 
in lands. Rev. Nathan Brown, venerable for years and 
prized for his moral worth, was still abundant in every good 
word and work. He also gave two sons to the ministry, 
John, long a valuable member of the Ohio Conference, and 
Henry, who was an acceptable local preacher on this cir- 
cuit. There, too, were brothers Rodgcrs and Starling living 
at Tarleton, both doing good service as local preachers. 
We had a working class of exhorters, too, whose names ap- 
pear in the "plan" of the circuit, several of whom after- 
ward became preachers. The Cartliches, and Dressbacks, 
and Fates are all deserving of honorable mention. We had 
an able board of stewards. Will, Patterson, Johnson, Gor- 
don, Binkley, Bright, and Rice were men devoted to the 
cause of God and Methodism. The recording* steward, 
brother George Will, was a man of remarkable executive 
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talent. I Iia,ve eeldom known Iiis equal in efficiency as a 
st^iward, and it was to me a Eource of profoutid gnel' when, 
uadei t^mptntLOi], he withdrew from the Mclhodist Kpis«i>- 
pul Churcl). But he afterward united with another branch 
of the Church. I hope to meet him and many of his ex- 
cellent family where there arc no partition wulk and no 
tempter. 

I will close this chafTter with a reference to the session 
of the Conference which occurred at Springfield, Ohio, 
August 19, 1835, at which Bishop Andrew presided. I 
should have mentioned it sooner, as it was from this Con- 
ference that I was returned to the circuit for the second 

Among the matters of interest at this eessioa was tho 
visit of Rev. II. B. Bascom. Ue had started in the Ohio 
Conference, but for many years had been absent from ui, 
laboring in other parts of the work. He now appeared 
among us like a hlazing meteor, and electrified the Confer- 
ence and audience with his amazing elo;^uence. llis seramn 
on Sabbath from the Scripture, "The law shall go forth 
from Jerusalem," etc., brought the audience to their feet, 
and held them spell-bound during the delivery of the dis- 
course. 

We received on probalion the following persons: Sila* 
H. Chase, Wm. T, Hand, Werter R. Davis, William M«t- 
calf, Andrew Carrol!, Rufus F. Blood, Augustine M. Alex- 
ander, Thomas Barkdull, John 0. Conway, Larmon Chat- 
field, William Nast, Uriah Heath, Joseph A. Morria, John 
Bianpicd, Jehiel Porter, Thomas Hesson, John H. PiUul, 
Washington Jackson, Solomon Howard, Harvey Sw«ne;, 
Abraham Buckles, John W. Young, Thomas Dunn, We«- 
ley J. Wells, John Qnigley, Henry Wharton, Jnnalhan 
Anthony, . James Hooper, David Gray, Oaboro Moaett, 
Michael 0. Perkliiscr, Lewis Smith, John Rood, Martin 
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P. Kellogg, James Frees, Stephen F. Conrej, Robert 
Triggs— 37. 

On this roll are the names of men who were destined to 
be giants in our Israel, and whose names will be handed 
down through all the history of the Church as men greatly 
gifted and honored of God^ 

When the Committee on Obituaries came to read their 
report, it appeared that the great Head of the Church had 
called from labor to rest and reward some of the most 
princely and saintly men of our Conference. Philip Gutoh, 
William Page, and Bussel Bigelow, had accomplished their 
ministry and gone up on high. Brother Gatch commenced 
itinerating in 1773, and had done the work not only of a 
pioneer, but of a hero, and had almost been honored with 
the erown of a martyr. He settled near Cincinnati in 1798, 
and £rom that time until the 28th of December, 1835, the 
time of his death, he labored as an itinerant local preacher. 
He did much work and did it well. 

Brother Page was born in Monmouth county, East Jer- 
sey, September 2^ 1772 ; joined the traveling connection in 
the city of Philadelphia at a Conference held in 1793. In 
1814, having previously located, he removed to Ohio and 
settled in Adams county. He re-entered the traveling con- 
nection in 1820. He was a valuable and esteemed minister 
of the Gospel, and after a long and useful ministry died 
peacefully November 15, 1834. 

I have spoken of that peerless man, Kev. Bussel Bigelow, 
at length in another part of this narrative. 

We elected the following brethren as delegates to Gen- 
eral Conference : Thomas A. Morris, Jacob Young, David 
Young, W. H. Baper, Leroy Swormstedt, John Ferree, J. 
B. Finley, W. B. Christie, James Quinn, J. F. Wright, A. 
Eddy, J. H. Power. 
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THE Conference met at Chillicothe, September 28, 1836, 
Bishop Soule presiding. The following persODS were 
admitted on trial : Daniel Wainwrigbt, John Steele, 0. 0. 
Sheltfln, George Fale, Maxwell P. Gaddis, William H. 
Fjffe, James Brooks, Jeremiah ni!I, John Haely, Dariil 
Kinnear, John W, Stone, Joseph Gasaner, Mighill Dustin, 
Evan SteveoBDD, Martin Wolf, Wiiliam R. Aodersoii, 
Justna Brewer, Ancil Brooks, Jos. W. Smith— 19— not 
aa large n class as the one received a jear ago, bot the list 
contains some valuable and well-known names. 

We recorded the name of one dear brother, William 
Philips, as having died August 4lh, 1836. During the few 
years he had belonged to the ConCerenco, be had exhibited 
a divereitj and strenglh of talent which inspired the Church 
with great hope. In the pulpit or the editorial sanotuni 
he waa equallj at borne. His work exposing the errors of 
CamphelliBm gave proof of hia ability in the deportment of 
polemical divinity. His death was a great losa to oar 
Conference. 

From this Conference I had my appointment lo Atheni 
circuit, with Rev. J. Fcrrce for my presiding elder, and 
Rev, Mighill Dustin for my nsMstant. Brother Diutla was 
a devoted and faithful itinerant worker, and rapidly gainad 
the confidence and affections of the pooplo. Ho was a man 
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[ Btrong in his coDvietiona and unoompromisiiig in tlio main- 

w tenance of what he regarded as light and duty. He ha? 

1 leen gradually rising iu influence in the Church ever since 
that time, and now oocapiea a high position among Lis 

\ brethren in the Cincinnati Conference. 

I experienced mingled emotions when my appoiutment 
was aononnced. I was both pleased and embarrassed- 
pleased to return to mj home and worship with my parents 
and former associates, embarrassed in view of the responsi- 
bility of becoming tho pastor and teacher of thoso who had 
been my teachers, and who had known me from my child- 
hood. During the twenty years that I had been in tho 
itinerant work, I was accustomed to visit home ueually as 
oflen as once a year, and had so kept up acquaintance with 
the people generally. They bad continued to cull me 
&miliarly "John," and among them I always regarded 

I myself as a boy. My parents and my wife's parents were 

■ •kll living, and the associates of my boyhood were there. 

P go soon as I reached the circuit, however, the people gave 
me such u kind and hearty welcome that my embarrassment 
soon left me, and I spect two years on the circuit, which 
were among the most pleasant and successful, in some 
respects, of my ministry. 

At that time Athens circuit embraced twenty-sis appoint- 
ments and had nearly eight hundred members. Its quar- 
terly conference was composed of able and valuable men, 
such BB Hon. Calvary Morris — brother to Biahop Morris— 
J. Reynolds, A. Cooiey, Jonas Smith, Knos Thompson, 
Stephen Pileher, John Minton, George Bean, John Walker, 
Isaac Humphrey, Elijah Pileher. They received me as 
God's messenger, and gave me cordial moral and material 
support. 

1 brief sketch of the founding of Methodism within 
the bounds of tliis circuit, the reader is referred to the first 
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chapter \a the narrative. The oame of the circuit and its 
bouadarics had been changed from time to tioie. At tha 
time of which I now write, it extended along the Hoofc- 
hockiDg a distance of forty miles, from Meeker's Bottom to 
the mouth of the river. The preai^hing-placea were as ibl- 
Iowb: 1. Daniel Stewart's; 2. Elmore Rowel's; 3. Mouth 
of Hooking; 4. Coolville ; 5. Bethel; 6. Lotridge'aj 7. 
Frost's; 8. Denmore's; 9. Veit's; 10. MeCultn's; 11. Gates'*; 
12. Center Stake; 13. Woodjard'a; 14. DickwD'i; IB. 
Sunion's; 16. Harris's; 17. Walburn'a; 18. Bolen'a; 19. 
Leetown; 20. Mint^n's; 21. Rejoolda'a; 22. Woirs Plaioe; 
23. Ross'a; 24. AthenB; 25. Canaan; 26. Uarriaon Long'a. 
These twenty-six appointments were regularly filled by each 
of the preachers every four weeks, thus securing regular 
circuit preaching to eaeb society every two weeks. Theo 
we had a noble band of local preachers and exhorlers, who 
supplemented our labor so as to secure service every week 
to the most iuiportaut points. I hardly dare commcnco 
putting the names of the excellent spirita of that circvit on 
the record, because while it will be ini practicable to Irana- 
fer the whole roll, I may seem to be partial in my selecUoB. 
I will mention a few as a sample of the masy : Juattu, 
Isaac, and Eli Reynolds were brolhers and meo of Chmtun 
influeace; two of them were local preachers of respeotabte 
talents and efficieocy. Then there were the Coolejrs-^ 
Simeon, Asahel, Caleb, and Herman — all nieD and ChrU' 
tinas of the first order. Asahel was one of the moat 
excellent esborters. John Miuton was a man of great 
power in exhortatioD, He was listened to with profound 
interest, and hundreds of slnmberiog couscieucea have boea 
thoroughly aroused by his thundering appeals. 

The Conference mot September 27, 1837, at Xooia, Ohio. 
Bishops Hedjing and Soule presided. One of our preMh- 
cra, Gilbert, was convicted of immorality and ?ipoU«d. 
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We received on probation William Parish, Solomon How- 
ard, David Smith, Ebenezer Owen, James L. Grover, John 
Fitch, Alfred Hance, Matthew Scovel, Madison Hansley, 
Jesse M'Mahon, Andrew Murphy, Richard Doughty, 
George W. Bowers, Jonathan F. Conrey, Jedediah Foster, 
Jonathan Anthony, Calvin W. Lewis, Benedict Hutchinson, 
Elijah V. Bing, Luman H. Allen, Randolph S. Foster, 
Thomas Chesnut, Joseph S. Brown, John Kiger, John W. 
Weakley — 25 — a good class, furnishing material for all the 
departments of ministerial labor. From it have been taken 
men to preside over important stations, and districts, and 
institutions of learning, and it may yet have its representa- 
tion in the Board of Bishops. 

We this year recorded the death of Rev. John A. Water- 
man and Erastus Felton. Brother Waterman was one of 
our ablest ministers. He was licensed to preach at Athens, 
O., and joined the Conference in 1814. When the Pitts- 
burg Conference was organized he fell into it, where he 
traveled until 1832, when he was transferred back to the 
Ohio Conference. He was one of the ablest metaphysicians, 
and obtained the rank of a first-class pulpit orator. He 
died peacefully at Oxford, 0., August 6, 1836. 

Brother Felton entered the Conference in 1829, and died 
on Roscoe circuit, June 25, 1837. He was a preacher of 
great zeal and fidelity. He professed, illustrated in his life, 
and preached to the people the doctrine of perfect love. 
Death found him fully prepared, and when he heard the 
call he mounted the chariot and ascended to his mansion 
home on high. 

In accordance with my preference and the desire of the 
charge, I was returned to Athens circuit. Rev. Samuel 
Hamilton succeeded brother Ferree as presiding elder. I 
loved them both. Brother Hamilton and myself had volun- 
teered in 1819, as heretofore narrated, for Western mission- 
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ory work together, and bj lung acquaintance and sympathy, 
were closely uuitcd to each other. He wus a niau of more 
popular pulpit power thau hrolher Ferree, but they both 
bad the power of reaching the human heart. The iuflueocc 
of the Gospel, as preached by brother Ferreo, -came gently 
iLB the dew; but it continued to come until the iniuute par- 
ticles accumulated into dewdrops, oitd every epear of grni«, 
and bud, and flower, and leaflet, bowed Its heud with its bur- 
den of tears. When Hamilton became fully aroused id k 
Hermon, his burning words and glowing imagery swayed the 
audience with wondrous power. He, too, had his melliug 
moods. Thousands who hare enjoyed his* oiiuistry, remem- 
ber hia sermon on the "prodigal sun." When the young 
mau began to contemplate a return home, ho wrote to hi:t 
father. And then the preacher represented the falher'a 
anxiety about hia absent profligate sou. The father roceivea 
at the hand of a messenger a letter — the preacher l«kes up 
a letter — opens it, puts on his spectacles, and coiamcnMs 
reading. His heart is moved with the penitence of his 
unhappy boy. Glancing over the spectacles, he looks down 
the lane and sees an object approaching; it is a mao — 
familiar in hia movements — is it not my son? He klarls; 
ibey meet and embrace. The whole fceue passed befora 
the audieuce so natural and life-like, that the result wu 
overwhelming. 

My colleagues this year were Rev. W. E. Aoderson and 
Matthew Scovcl. The former, a young man ol' rare promiM, 
shone as a bright light for the few years that bo btood 
on the walls of Zion, hut he was transferred early to tb« 
paradise of God. Brother Scovel was subject lo teaiiuus ttf 
great depression, iudieating a tendency to mental diswM, 
but he was a man of sterling piety and worlli, aud oom- 
nianded the synipalhy and respect of the people. He Mtirad 
from the regular work after a few years. 
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Tlie principal importance of Athens was found lu tba fact 
that tlie Statt hud Ibunded a University at that plaue. As 
a perpetual endowment Tor the support of this institution 
tno townships of land were Bet apart and called college 
lands. These lands were to be appraised and then leased; 
the lessees were to pa; six per cent, on the valuation, and 
that was the revenue to belong to the University. Deacon 
Wyatt, John Brown, and Daniel Stewart were appointed by 
the Legislature to appraise the lands, which they did. As 
the lands were occupied the revenue developed, and the 
Bchool extended ' its reputation and efficiency. Able men 
Lave had charge of the institution, such as Jacob Lindley, 
Dr. Wilson, Dr. M'Guffey, and Dr. Sol. Howard. Hun- 
dreds IiaTe been educated there who have proved to be 
valuable workers in the different honorable departments of 
life. Some have attained to eminence. Among its early 
graduates was Thomas Ewiog. He was a poor boy; paid 
for his board at first as an erraud bi^y; theu alternated 
between the gult-works of Virginia and the school, working 
awhile, and theu going to college uutil his money was gooe. 
"Tom, ihe Salt-boiler," was afterward, when he appealed to 
the people for their suffrages, a soubriquet that gave him 
great popularity. Whether as a lawyer, a judge, a senator, 
or member of the President's cabiaet, he was eminent ia 
every position. In after years, one looking at bis aristocratic 
reaidence acid surroundings, would hardly believe that he 
I XKimmeuced bis career in the obscurity of poverty, reading 
'|«n the cabin floor by the light of the blazing fire. liut 
' such is the genius of our country, and such the aids that it 
I extends to its youth, the child of poverty may climb to sit 
Among princes and presidents. In the ministry of our 
Church, Eev. E.U.Ames, now one of the Bishops; Joseph 
W. Trimble, D, D., late Assistant Secretary of the Mission- 
ary Society of the Methodist Episcopal L'hurch, and who 
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bi &£KkfkIh' a»i iMMorablj serred the Chorcb in the 
Tiiii>«s kLusmmis of Pri>ficssor of Mathematics in Augusta 
ColWs^ Kesmekj. p^siar of the iBOst important citj churches, 
wad presidi^ elder for maaj jcais ; Ber. £. W. Sehon, for 
mMMj Tears aa eloqpeat asd £tTorite preacher in the Ohio 
CoBfexesce. aadlor years past among the leading ministers 
of the Methodist £pis»^ Church South; Rev. William 
Herr, for a loi^ time one of the agents of the American 
Bible Society; Ber. Homer J. Clark, for a long time editor 
of the Pittsburg Adrocate. and President of Alleghanj 
College at Meadrille; Penn., and a long list of valuable 
men eame forth from the halb of the Ohio University at 
Athens. 

At the time that I traveled Athens circuit, Dr. Wilson 
was President, Rev. Dr. Daniel Reed and Dr. Ryors were 
professors, and Dr. Andrews had charge of the preparatory 
department, and Rev. M. Marvin of the English grammar 
school. For many years the University was under the con- 
trol of the Old School Presbyterian Church, and served all 
the purposes to them of a denominational school. After 
the Methodist Episcopal Church had founded the Ohio 
Wesleyan University at Delaware, and demonstrated the 
success of the enterprise, it was suggested by some not sat- 
isfied with the management of the State institution at 
Athens, that it would be advantaged by getting the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church in some way more closely allied to it. 
Leonidas Jewett, Esq., and others began to agitate the mat- 
ter, and my son. Rev. W. F. Stewart, stationed in Athens at 
that time, interested himself, and nominated as suitable per- 
sons for professorships Rev. Dr. Joseph S. Tomlinson, and 
Professor J. G. Blair, and brother O. M. Spencer. The 
Legislature elected some new trustees favorable to the influ- 
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church ; the board sent 
up a formal request to the Ohio Conference at its session in 
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Zanesyille, to extend its patronage to the institution. Thus 
the University became entirely friendly to the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Afterward, Solomon Howard, D. D., a 
scholar of great moral and ministerial worth, whom I had the 
honor of welcoming to the Methodist Episcopal Church 
when traveling the Miami Circuit, was made President and 
practical manager of the institution. 
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THE CoDference met at Colambns, Ohio, September 26, 
1S3S, Bbbop Waagb presiding. We received on trial 
tbe following persons: Peter Scbmucker, John Milej, An- 
drew Irrin, A. B. Wambangb, Jeremiab B. Ellsworth, 
Samuel Maddux^ Samuel Bateman, O. P. Williams, Joseph 
Baringer, Isaac N. Baird, Jaba Estabrook, and Isaac Cart- 
licb — 12 — a small but good class. 

James W. Finlej had died during the year. lie was 
tbe son of Rev. John P. Finlej ; had entered the traveling 
connection when about twenty-one years old, and had trav- 
eled usefully about nine years, when he was summoned to 
pass over the river. He was a young man of much prom- 
ise, and left the example of a Christian life and a triumph- 
ant death. On the 11th of June, 1838, he expired, with 
exclamations of **Glory! glory!'' upon his lips. 

I had spent my full constitutional term on Athens circuit. 
My sons, John Wesley and William Fletcher, had com- 
menced a course of education in the University, and I wan 
anxious to be appointed to some charge where they could 
prosecute their studies without interruption. With this in 
view, I had an interview with Bishop Waugh, and requested 
that he would either transfer me to the Kentucky Confer- 
ence, or give me an appointment as near as might l>e to 
Augusta College. He promised to consult with his cabinet, 
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and make such arrnngement as tliey abould recommend. 
The result was I was saot to Felicity eirouit as secnnd 
proscher. Kev. William B. Christie was my presidinj; 
elder, and Eer. E. B. Chase, preacher in charge. Tho 
arrangement suited me well. I was relieved from tho re- 
sponsibility of the administration of discipline, and was near 
enough to my family to spend part of my time at home. 
I moved my goods one hundred and twenty miles, from 
Athens, Ohio, to Augusts, Kentucky, with wagoaa, and 
my family in my privale cooveyancei bought a house on 
the banks of the Ohio River, in Augusta, and got my fam- 
ily comfortably settled as soon as possible after Conference. 
My two sons entered college, and my (wo daughlors entered 
the Female Seminary. I seemed about to realize my hopes 
in regard to the education of my children, but, alas! I little 
knew what trying scenes I should piisa through during my 
short sojourn on the shores of the Ohio River. 

Augnsta College was then in its meridian popularity. 
Rev. Joseph S. Tomlioson, D. P., was the President. Ha 
was a man of extensive and varied scholarship, and a pop- 
ular pulpit orator. Rev. H. B. Bascom was Professor of 
Moral Science and Belles Lettres. He stood peerless as a 
pulpit orator at that time, and, attracted by his national 
fame, the young men of wealthy and arabitiou'i families 
came From distant States to be under his care. Rev. Joseph 
M, Trimble, son of Governor Trimble, of Ohio, was Profes- 
sor of Mathematics, and abundant in labors, and exceed- 
ingly popular as a preacher of tho Gospel. Rev. Burr H. 
M'Cown was Professor of Languages, and though not equal 
to his colleagues in pulpit power and popularity, he was an 
excellent preacher, a very competent teacher, and in every 
sense of the word a Christian gentleman. Rev. Josiah L. 
Kemp had charge of the preparatory department. The 
halla were well crowded. The reputation of the College at 
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lioine amd abroad was sacli as to be creditable to tbe de- 
nomination. Unfortnnatelj tbe Collie was foanded on tbe 
wrong side of tbe Obio Biver— on slave instead of free 
soil. Had it been otberwise, perbaps to-daj, instead of its 
blackened walls being desolate and forsaken, it migbt bave 
been taking rank witb tbe oldest and best institutions of 
tbe land. But it did a noble work in its daj, and tbe 
labors of its illnstrions line of professors, Bater, and Dnr- 
bin, and Fielding, and Finlej, and Tomlinson, and Bascom, 
and Trimble, and M'Cown, and JobnsoD, and Elliott, and 
otbers, bave not been in Tain. It more tban repaid to the 
Cborcb and tbe eoantry all that was expended upon it. In 
tbe minbtrj of our own Cbnrcb we bave its Foster, and 
Boring, and Smitb, and Locke, and Fee, and Cbalfant, and 
Ljda, and Stewart. Some of tbe superior ligbts of former 
days, such as Cbristie and Kavanaugh, were from its classes, 
and in all departments of honorable life it has its honora- 
ble representatives. It may be said of old Augusta Col- 
lege, though dead, it speaketh yet 

The appointments on the Felicity circuit were as follows: 
1. Felicity; 2. Concord; 3. Childs; 4. Neville; 5. Moscow; 
6. Buckhannon's ; 7. Calvary; 8. Fred's; 9. Bethel; 10. 
Clover; 11. Bounds; 12. Hamersville; 13. Leming's; 14. 
Foor's; 15. Higginsport; 16. Yates's; 17. Mt. Ziou; 18. 
Wesley Chapel ; and 19. Goodwin's — in all nineteen ap- 
pointments. The membership was one thousand five hun- 
dred and thirty-nine, it being one of the strongest circuits, 
numerically and otherwise, in the Conference. It bad long 
been known by the name of Whiteoak circuit, and after this 
year returned to its old name. 

My colleague, Bev. E. B. Chase, was a very efficient 
man, efficient in many departments; he excelled in singing, 
prayer, exhortation and preaching, and he worked well to 
the pastoral and business interests of the charge. It 
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■ great Batiaraction to me to Bee tlie charge of the work in 
ipetent and faithful hands. There were several 
this charge, both mioistera nod lajmen, whoRC 
;eady have an honorable place in the history of 
the Church aud country. Hon. David Fisher hud emerged 
from obscurity through the religion of the Lord Jesns 
and the Methodist Episcopal Church. He developed a 
giant mind, and whether in theological discussion vrtth Kid- 
veil, or in political discussion with his opponents on the 
stamp, or in the halls of Congress, he proved himself a 
great and a true man. 

Holly Kaper, brother to Rev. W. H. Raper, was an in- 
fluential layman, filling with dignity and popularity places 
both in Church and State to which his fellow- citiitens and 
the authorities of th'e Church had called him. 

John Patterson, living on the hill near Higginsport, was 
1 original character and a very good man. He used to 
relate with deep feeling his checkered experience at homo 
with hia family. His wife for years was not in sympathy 
with his religion, and for some time made active aud per- 
netent endeavors to annoy him and so induce him to aban- 
don his religion. When he would commence his family 
prayers, she would mix with the sound of his voice the 
clang and rattle of chairs, and pota, and dishes. He en- 
dured it with great fortitude until patience seemed to prom- 
ise no victory. He changed suddenly his tactics, and com- 
■.i praying earnestly that ttod would convert his wife, 
or if she would not he converted, to kill her and take her 
out of the way. She heard the prayer with dismay, and 
could hardly believe her own ears. But clear and diftiuct as 
would converse with his friend, he still pleaded, "0 
convert her or kill her." The prayer was answered, 
seized with a sudden sickness, and then she began 
call lustily for mercy. Her husband prayed for her. 
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She was at Inst powerfully converted, eliouled tlic liigh 
pTsiaes of God, and over after proved to be a fuithful Cliris- 
tian, and seemed to enjoy it to hear her husband tell ia 
love-ftast how grace had triumphed. 

He was an eccentrio, good man, and many were the inci- 
denU that were curroot in regard to hiii singular exercise. 
He WS3 connected with the founding of the Afcthodist 
Episcopal Church at Augusta, Ky. It Beema that while he 
was living at Augusta, working at his trade, in ha earljr 
life, he went off to attend a canip-moeting and was greatly 
blessed. He re<]uestcd one of the preachers to send an ap- 
pointment by him to preach in Augusta. The preacher 
consented, and PattevsoD came home and published the ap- 
pointment, A short time before the preacher came, Patter- 
son went to James Armstrong, a merchant iu the place, and 
said to him, " Mr. Armstrong, the Lord sent me to (ell yoD 
that a Methodist preacher is to preach here, tiiid that yon 
are to go and hear him and join the Church." Arroslrong 
was thunderstruck, but when the day came he went, and 
heard, and joined. The result was the organ iitat ion of m 
class and the establishment of a preaching appointment at 
Augusta. Sometime afler this James Armstrong pot bis. 
head into the door of Patterson's shop and said, "John, 
the Lord sent me to tell you to go down sireet, and gather 
all the men you can find and meet me at" — a point that he 
mentioned, on the banks of the Ohio, in the upper part of 
the village. John, without gainsaying, did as he waa r*- 
qnegted, and soon had the available male force of the vil- 
lage at the spot designated. " Now," said AnnntroDg, 
addressing them, "I intend that a house shall he built Tor 
the Lord on this spot, and I want you to help me prepar* 
for (bo fuuiidatiuD." They went at it with a will, and « 
nuat brick church rose on that spot which served the p«i>p1t 
for more than a quarter of a century, and where, In after 
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years, Durbio, and Bascom, and Tomlinson made some of 
their mightiest efforts, and where scores of students found 
mercy in the blood of Jesus. 

After brother Patterson had settled on the hill near Hig- 
ginsport, he became interested for the building of a church 
in that village. One day, putting on his coat and taking 
his ax, he said, " Boys, get your axes and come with me." 
The boys did as directed, and followed their father into the 
forest, wondering. After fixing his eye upon a tree that 
would make a beautiful stick of building- timber, he laid 
his ax at its root and kneeled down. He told the Lord 
that if he would promise him to convert some of his neigh- 
bors in it, he would build him a house in Higginsport. The' 
Lord promised, and he and the boys went to work. With 
what assistance the people were disposed to give, he pressed 
the work to its completion. The Lord redeemed his prom- 
ise the first meeting that was held in it. Oood brother 
Patterson was satisfied, and often assured the wondering 
people not to be alarmed at him, for he was ^^ compos men- 
tis," and felt as if he could "rake the stars and kick the 
planets." I might fill many pages with anecdotes of this 
kind, but let these suffice. He commanded the respect and 
confidence of the people widely, and did much good in his 
day and generation. 




CHAPTER XXII. 

GEORGETOWN CIRCUIT, OHIO. 



SEPTEMBER 18, 1839, the Conference met at Cmcin- 
nati, Bistiop Soule presiding. The following persons 
were admitted on trial: A. W. MuGgrove, John Bartoo, 
Edward Williams, Lorenxo J>. IIuat«n, Thomas Hard, 
Jamea H. M'Cntehen, Lovell F. Harria, Luther M'Vej, 
William Hays, Thomas Perkins, William M. D. Ryan, 
James T. Holliday, John Longman, Jacob O. Dinimitt, 
Noah Hough — a small class, some of whom have einee bocn 
heard from in important positions in the Church, 

Death had been making unusual ravages in our ranks 
during the past year. No less than five of our traveling 
preachers had passed to their long home ; namely, Frederick 
B. Butler, Dudley Woodbridge, William D. Barrett, Moeet 
CiTime, George Fate. 

Brother Butler was born in Prince George county, Vs., 
July 22, 1803; joined the Ohio Conference in 1827, and 
fell asleep in Jesus March 5, 183i). He was an earnest 
advocate of the doctrine of holiness, aud feeling its power 
in his own soul, his ministry was abundantly succesBful, 
To a friend who visited him near his end, he said, "My 
body is fast sinking and will soon be housed in the tomb ; 
but as it respects the stale of my miud, all Hveius to ba 
about right. My faith is the same, my hope is the sbdm, 
luy love ia tlio same. My prospout is clear, and whellittr 
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yaix Bee me die or not, you mny know that nhou I am gone 
a.11 ie well." 

Brother Woodbridf,'e wub born in MntieUa, 0., aud edu- 
cated at the Ohio Uuiversitj, at Athens. Some time previ- 
ous to his gradufttioD, and duriug the memorable revival 
under the labors of brothers Farnandis aud Spencer, he 
was coaTerted and united with the Methodist Episcopnl 
Church. He joined the Ohio Conference in the Fall of 
1834, and died January 3, 1839. Ho wue a young man of 
remarkable amiability, of spiril, and life. Talented, cul- 
tivaled, and having coroe t-o us to give his life to the trials 
of the itinerancy, although his worldly prospects would 
have been much brighter ia the denomination with which 
his parents were connected, he had found a warm plaoe in 
our affections. That affection had constantly increased sa 
we marked his singleness of aim and his great success in 
the work of the Lord. Though thirty years have passed 
since that young roan was called from us, yet his memory 
in all that country where he was known is atlU as ointment 
ponred forth. 

Brother Barrett was of one of the pioneer Methodist 
families in Virginia. He became a traveling preacher 
in connection with the Virginia Conference ia 1817, After 
traveling some years he located, emigrated to Ohio, and 
afterward, in the year 1830, joined the Ohio Conference, 
where he traveled until his death, which occuiTed February 
22, 1839. He was an earnest and successful preacher, and 
poshed the battle to the very gate. He had just prepared 
to start to an appointment, when arrested with an attack 
that brought htm down to the grave. He ceaaed at once to 
work and live. 

I was associated with brother Crume when I traveled the 
Oxford circuit, as he was a superannuated preacher, resid- 
ing there at that time. Havin°: spoken of him in my 
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narrative there, I wil! odIj repeat here my high appreciation 
of him as a miiu and minister of the Gospel. He lived lo 
purpose, and, I doubt not, munj will rise up in the great 
day to claim liim as iheir spiritual falher. He was tuu- 
\ertea iu 1785 and died in 1839, haviug served God and 
his generation nearly half a century. 

Brother Fate was horn in Peny county, 0., about the 
year 1808, and died August 28, 1839. He was adiuitled 
to the Ohio Conference ou trial, at Chilliootbe, in 1836. 
Ee had a good revival on bis firitt charge, and oonipleted 
the work the Master had for him to do on the second 
charge to which be was appointed. With almost his dying 
breath he exclaimed, " 0, there is a great fallneaft in 
Christ." 

Thus the great Head of the Church calls home the work- 
men — the gray-haired veteran, who has outlived his gener- 
ation and labored until bowed beneath the weight of years, 
and the youn^ man in his prime and strength. But while 
bo calls his workmen home, he carries on his work. 

We elected the following brethren as delegates to Gen- 
eral Conference : W. H. Raper, W. B. Christie, J. Young, 
S. Hamilton, G. W. Walker, L. L. Hamline, J. F. Wrigtt, 
and R. 0. Spencer. 

I was appoiuted to Georgetown circuit, with Rev. Jacub 
G. Diumitt for my assistant. It would have been agree- 
able to me to remain another year on the former charge, 
but the Bishop bad a little more difficult work which be 
desired me to do. So fur as convenience of travel was con- 
oemed, Georgetown suited me about us well as Felicity. 
The only drawback and the circumstauce that inctined nw 
to shrink from going to Georgetown circuit, was that Jta 
last preacher in charge. Rev. Reuben Plummer, bad been 
cnnvicl^d of immoral conduct and expelled from the Cbnrcli. 
A sud event of that kind never fails to bring disgrace on 
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• 
the Churcli and cause the people to look with suspicion 

upon other ministers of the Gospel for a time. The Bishop 
and his counsel selected me as the proper person to fill the 
gap, and I went to the work without murmuring. I had 
the utmost confidence in Rev. W. 6. Christie, my presiding 
elder, and soon found that the Bishop had favored me with 
a most excellent fellow-worker in my colleague. He was 
a man who comhined dignity, gracefulness, humility, elo- 
quence, and diligence in an unusual degree for one just 
starting out in the itinerant field. He grew in my estima- 
tion during the whole year, and as I have watched his 
record now for thirty years, he has fully met the large ex- 
pectations that I formed of him during that year. 

As my family was located in our own house at Augusta, 
we did not have to move, so that I was at my work imme- 
diately after the adjournment of Conference. We had a 
membership of eight hundred and forty-six, distributed 
among the following nineteen appointments; namely, George- 
town, New Hope, Ross's, Taggart's, M'Quittie's, Newmar- 
ket, Sugar Ridge, Sloan's, Niven's, Collins's, Winchester, Da- 
vidson's, Davis's, Jennings's, Russelville, Ashridge, Moore's, 
and Fincastle. The people received us very kindly and co- 
operated with us heartily. If the people looked upon us 
with any suspicion, growing out of the misdoing of my 
predecessor, they concealed it from us, so that we did not 
realize embarrassment from that source as we had feared. 
We held protracted meetings in diffierent parts of the cir- 
cuit with much success. Many were converted and added 
to the Church, and the year was crowned with very cheer- 
ing success. 

At the close of this year we held a camp-meeting, which 
was made a blessing to many. In addition to the preachers 
of the circuit, we enjoyed the help of brothers Estill, 
Wharton, and Perkhiser. The last mentioned brother 
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pfeachcd a sermon which made a deep and lasting impres- 
fiion on a mnltitnde of hearts, from these words: " If I re- 
gard iniqaitj in my heart,"' etc. 

SeTeral Talnahle preachers hare been raised np from this 
eircnit, some of whom I hare already referred to, and others 
of whom shaU hare honorable mention as we advance in 
the narrative. 

The Conference met at Zanesrille, Ohio, September 80, 
1B40, Bishop Hedding presiding. The following persons 
were admitted on trial : Isaac Elbert, Asburj Lowrey, Ho- 
mer S. Thrall, George G. West, Joseph A. Braner, Samuel 
Black, Addison Hite, James W. Southard, George Gonzales, 
John M. Howland, William O'Connor, Richard A. Arthur, 
John Dillon, jr., Joseph Brooks, John W. De Vilbiss, George 
A. Breunig — 16. 

Several of these in afler time became tinctured with the 
leaven of slavery, and were finally swallowed up in the 
maelstrom of secession. But others stood true as steel to 
their Mother Church, and are now bright ornaments and 
influential laborers in her ranks. Some of them fought the 
battles of the Church bravely by my side in the mountains 
of Virginia, as the future of this narrative will show. 

At this Conference we made a record of the death of two 
of our number ; namely, Charles K. Baldwin and Jeremiah 
Hill. Brother Baldwin was born in Stockbridge, Mass., 
March 17, 1803, and died at Parkersburg, Va., November 
9, 1839. Highly favored with such family connections, 
mental qualifications, and professional prospects as prophe- 
sied a brilliant future for him, he, nevertheless, counted all 
loss for Christ; and when he experienced the converting 
grace of God, he abandoned the law and devoted himself 
to the Gospel. He joined the Ohio Conference in 1834, 
and from that time until his decease his labors were in 
Western Vir«rinia. His last charjre was Pa rkcrsburjr, whore 
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)nty peifui-med tbe dulies of preacher and paslor, 
nit took phnrge of a seminary located at that place uuJer 
e patronage of our Church. He labored suceessfuHy, but 
inder (lie overburden of responsibility. lie lived \a 
a holy atDjosphere und died in eight of heaven. He hnd 
enjoyed the blessing of sanctificatioa for some six yeurs, 
and from (he very borders of the other world sent to hia 
brethren this iospiring message; "Tell the preachers of Ihe 
Ohio Conference that the blessing of eanctification which T 
have enjoyed and preuobed to others now sustains me in 

^^ Brother Hill was born in the city of Providence, R. I., 
Rfctober 2, 1816, and died on Marion circuit, May IT, 1840. 
He was a fuithful Methodist preacher, and died with the 
linrness on. When informed by the physician that he must 
die, he calmly replied, "I am ready;" made arrangements 
regarding his funeral, etn., and then made the room vocal 
with his note of triumph as he anticipated the crown that 
glittered in his sight. 

tl wag re-appoioted to Georgetown circuit with Rev. 
onathan F. Conrey as my assistant, and Rev. William H. 
aper for my presiding elder. I would gladly have re- 
linod both the elder and colleague of the former year, as 
ley were greatly endeared to me and the people ; but my 
SW associates were excellent men, and were soon fully es- 
tabliahed in the affections of the people. Brother Conrey 
n'as a young man full of laudablo ambition, and worked 
well and earnestly. Our ever-active BBptist friends agi- 
tated the public mind with their peculiar notions, until I 
found it necessary for the peace of our own Zion, that the 
question of baptism should be thoroughly discussed. The 
LCppointmenta fixed upon where these discourses should be 
pplivered were " Nivens's," "Georgetown,'' and " Higgius- 
;he announcements were made (here waa 
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au escitement. The BiiptiBt fricDdfi sent for Rev. John 
Moore, tlioir chnni|)ioD, to come to the rescue. He cani« 
and delivered himself on the subject, greatly to the (-omfort 
of hiB people, before the lime of my apjiointincDts arrived. 
At uiy first appoiotmeDt I was invited to occupy the Pres- 
byterian church in the neighboring village, that thi:re 
might be accomDiodutions for the crond that was especled. 
The house Tvas crowded, und among those prei^ent were 
several Baptist preachers, prepared to take notes of my dia- 
couree. An I ascended the pulpit and looked apoo the 
vast throng, a. tremor rau over me, and I was not aure that 
my courage would be equal to the occasion. In spite of ttiy 
best endeavors, my voice trembled somewhat when I brgaa 
to speak, but iu a few minutes I lost all feeling of timidity, 
and had remarkable freedom in the presentation of the sub- 
ject. I had the profound attention of the whole aadieuee, 
and the assurance that the arguments that I was preMUliDg 
were establishing in the minds of the people a couvictiun 
of the truth of my main propositions. I received the 
hearty congratulations of my friends, who expressed the 
opinion that the eloquent sopbistry of the Baptist champioa 
bad not only been neutralized, but that those who had been 
undecided were now convinced that, first, believing pent- 
tents and infants have a right to membership in Christ's 
Church and to baptism; and, second, that sprinkling ftnd 
pouring are modes of baptism ■■ well sustained by Scrip- 
ture and reason as immersion. The next discourse was de- 
livered at Georgetown. There, too, the audience was vary 
large, composed of representatives of all the Churches; ind 
here again I was highly complimented by my friends oa the 
Bucceas of the discourse. The last discussion was at Uig- 
ginsport. Here the Campbellile wing of the Baptist no- 
tions became much excited, and occasionally boiled over M 
T poured out hot shot upon their stmnghoMs. I h»A 
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iant reason to think that these discussions were pro- 
motiTc of great good. Though the iinajeiBionisls kept up 
a constant fire for eoine time, the people dow had their eyes 
fully opened, and would not swallow the flimsy sophistries 
which aforetime had distracted them. 

Near the close of the year we held another camp-moot- 
ing, which was attended with much good. The rowdies 
made some demonstrations, much to the annoyance of my 
escellent presiding elder, hrother Raper. He was a man 
of very tender sensihililiea and a high sense of honor. I 
shall never forget an appeal he made one day to that class 
of men. He showed ihem how unmiinly, and unpatriotic, 
and mean such conduct was. He assured them that in 1813 
he had gone forth to defend the rijrhts of his country at 
the hazard of his life, and as he loved the Church of Jeaua 
Christ ereo more than he did his country, he felt yery 
much like showing such men ihat he could vindicate the 
cause of Christ against assailnnts with as much courage and 
as good conscience as he had fought the British. 
^B This year was one of great affliction to me, and yet one 
^^HT great spiritual comfort and proflt. Our Heavenly Father 
^^Vnr fit to lead us Ihrqugh deep waters and fiery trials, and 
I never more fully tested the faithfulness and preciuusness 
of his promises than thl,'* year. On the 26lh of December 
of this year my venerable mother departed this life, in 
Athens, Ohio, at the age of aixty-seven years. Her life 
had been one of toil and usefulness, true to the Church 
of her choice and devoted to her children. I felt that I 
^^bd sustained an irreparable loss, but was comforted with 
^^Hle assurance that I should meet her again. 
^^F During the following Spring our two daugters, Sarah 
^Jane and Buth Eliza, while students in the Female Semi- 
nary at Aiiguata, contracted colds from which they never 
recovered. For a time the physieiuos encouraged us that 



as Boon OS the wenlhcr abonld become warm and ecltW 
Ihej would be able to throw off disease. The warm sno- 
beaniB and showers clothed the earth id beaoly, but 'houn;)! 
buds and blosHOniB decked j^rden, and hill, and valley, ihe 
Antunin winds and frosts were doing their and work with 
these lovely flowers of our family. Their disease baffled ihc 
. skill of the physicians. At last the cqnfideuce of the phy- 
sicians gave way, and they comniunlcali^d to us their fean. 
Seep gloom gathered for a time about my spirit. I went 
to God for help, for I felt that vain is the help of man. 
He heard my cry and came to my assistance. He did not 
see fit to deliver us from the sfHiction, hut he gave us graca 
to submit the ease to his disposal, and lu trust him that ho 
would do right. But aa day by day marked the aIuw, 
steady, sure progress of fatal disease, we were filled with 
anxiety and suspense. The girls themselves were the mmt 
composed and happy of us all. They fully realized their 
situation, and talked intelligently and familiarly concerniDg 
their appronehioE; decease. On the seventh day of May 
the moat beautiful month of the year, the clouds overcant 
the sky; it was a dark and rainy day. On that day 
our youngest daughter, then aged nine years, fell aslenp in 
Jesoa. 0, how desolate our home appeared ! And now the 
thought of burying her in a slave Slate, and then re- 
turning to Ohio, where we could but seldom have even ibe 
Hud privilege of visiting her grave, distressed ns. Added In 
this the thought of placing her remains, to ud mi IotcIj 
and so dear, in a cold and wet grave, was alniusl inauppoil- 
able. We went again to God, and he tempered the wiflJa 
and Ihe waves so that we should not he oraslied, 

The nest day the clouds were all gone, the aun roM m 
grandeur and -beauly, and when we stood by the gnn 
and looked down into it, I thought ihut I had never tan 
so beautiful a grave iu all my life. We laid tho lu«elj 
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1st of our dear child there, to remain until the morning of 
the resnrrection. From the grave we returned to our liouie 
to minialer to the other daughter, who wiifl evidently folloir- 
ing her Bister. While there is life there ia Lope, and we 
inquired, la there any thing that we can do that will be 
blessed of (Jod in sparing to us this dear child? The 
thought Buirgestcd ilaelf to ua that a change of air and 
scenery might dfc her good, The physiclana encouraged 
the experiment. We shut up our now desolate home, 
crossed the Ohio River, and were soon in the midst of the 
dear sympathizing people of my charge. Never shall I for- 
get or cease to be grateful for the great kindness of that 
people in the time of our deep afSictiun. This change and 
exercise for a tiuio seemed to brace her up, and we were 
full of hope and cheerfulness. Theu again the symploras 
changed for the worse; and when we were at Newmarket, 
forty miles from home, she commenced sinking so rapidly 
that hope Bg:iin fled. Every body seemed to be interested 
for us. Dr. Boyd volunteered hia service, and sat anxiously 
by her aide, to afford whatever professional relief he could ; 
the keeper of the village hotel nrged upon us the best ac- 
oommodalions of his house, and the good people were con- 
stantly coming and going, anxious to do something to assist 
or comfort us. Now that we gave up all hope of her get- 
ting better, I thought that I would give all my earthly 
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ovr lM»Be; it b p m k J bow aiore cheerful than when we left 
it. The phTsctus were mttentiTe and fall of sympathy; 
the Be^hors loeked in to express their gratitude that we 
had reached hone with her alire. Lydia Haws and Jane 
Phares, two saiden ladies of remarkable gifts in song and 
prayer^ and whose ^we was in all the churches therea- 
bouts, caiae and remained with ns, watching day and night 
with the now rapidly sinking sufferer. Their company and 
sympathetic assistuice was Taluable to us beyond all price. 
Brothers T. H. Lynch. J. L. Kemp, and 6. H. M*Cowd, 
of the Faculty of the Collie, were very attentive. A few 
hours before her death, as brother Lynch retired from the 
room, she said. *' Pa. why did you not ask brother Lynch 
to pray?" I called him back, and while she was bolstered 
up in her bed, her parents and youngest brother, and the 
two ladies mentioned above, gathered around her bed, while 
the man of God conducted our devotions. She desired that 
he should not pray for her recovery, as she wished to go 
and dwell with her sister in their Heavenly Father's house. 
After singing a hymn we all kneeled down to pray. Brother 
Lynch had access to God in prayer. The frail dying girl 
was leaning forward in her bed, with her emaciated face in 
her little delicate hands, earnestly engaged in prayer. My 
eyes were upon her and suffused with tears; my ears were 
open to hear her tremulous voice, as with increased fer- 
vency she prayed. Now she fell back, and straightening 
herself in her bed, a tremor passed over her frame. I 
reached over and touched her mother, and whispered, 
"Sarah Jane is dying." The prayer ceased, and we all 
stood around the bed, supposing that she was now crossing 
the river of death. Her countenance indicated that there 
was a struggle within ; suddenly her eyes opened, and her 
whole countenance was lighted up with such a heavenly 
glow as I hud never seen before in human face, and she 
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aimed, "0 what a lovely place! I want to be there!" 
She seemed to be gazing right ioto the glory land. After 
awhile a cloud passed over her counlenanee, and it iodi- 
eated the return of that inward atruggje. Soon the cloud 
passed off again, and her eountenaoce beamed as before, 
and again she exclaimed, "0 let me go? I want to gol" 
Turning her eyes to sister Lydia Hawa she naid, "Sing." 
What shall we sing ?" " Sing, 



Sister Haws, with her sweet voice always in tune. Bang, 
while the rest of ua joined in as far as our emotions would 
allow. Glory seemed to fill the room, and the young, 
happy spirit was anxious to be released fiom earth and to 
go home, but our Heavenly Father designed that she should 
linger with us another day. I thought then, and I have 
thought ever since, had I no other evidence of the truth of 
the Christian religion than what was furnished in the 
experieuee of that dying Christian child, I could never 
doubt. During all the next day, as she lingered in weak- 
ness and pain, she gave n.'isurance that she expected to go 
home at night. In the afternoon she wished to be out of 
the bed and on the floor with pillows, and while she 
changed from side to side and from place to place, no word 
of murmuring or complaint escaped her lips. At uight she 
said to me, " Pa, you are tired ; go up stairs and rest." 
"No," said I, "daughter, I would rather stay with you." 
She yielded, and that night, August 9th, she calmly fell asleep 
in Jesus. So heavenly and triumphant had been the clos- 
ing soenos of her life, that while we felt we had sustained 
an irreparable loss, we fell, too, that our lovely daughter was 
now safe from storm and sin. Wo determined that the 
residue of our days should be spent more resolutely and 
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eameslly in workiDg for the Master and getiing ready to 
join those who had gone before. 

In a ooDTersaiioD wiih her mother a few days before her 
death, she had expressed her wbhes io regard lo her own 
bnrial and that of the remaining members of the famtltr. 
She desired that her body ^hcnld be buried by the side of 
her sister'^, then in Col. Payne':! cemetery, at Angnsta ; that 
if possible her brothers, when they should die, should be 
baried togciher, and that her parents should be buried in the 
cemetery at Oidlown, Ohio — Frankfort — where little As- 
bury was buried. She thought it would be pleasant in (he 
morning of the resnrreetioD for them to rise thna. Accord- 
ing to her request, vre laid ber remains by the side of thoM 
of her EJsler. We had altar-shnpcd monuments, with suita- 
ble inscriptions, placed over their grares, and both inclosed 
with a neat paling. Though my fields of labor have usu- 
ally been remote from that place, I have made frequent 
pilgrimages to their graves. Now, since my age and failing 
strength have compelled me to desist from the rosponsi- 
bilities and labor of a regular charge, I have once mure 
made the Journey of a thousand miles to meditate and 
pray on the spot where their ashes He. 

The college edifice, which was once crowded with ambi- 
tious young life, ia now a mass of ruins. The voices of 
the most of those eloquent profes^rs who taught ihoto 
students are now silent in the grave. The pupaUtion of 
the Tillage and country had greatly changed, but as I stood 
there by those graves, the past came back, and I lived 
again in the scenes of other years. 0, that !, and niy 
companion, and my sons may be ae well prepared for out 
end and go as peacefully and joyfully to our long hume m 
did those young disciples of Jesusl They were resptclivrljr 
six and eight years of age when they gave their b<art> 
(o Ood nrid juiucd ihc Church, at the camp-meeting near 
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Athens, Oliio, and they were respectively nine and eleven 
years old when they passed through deatli triumphant home. 
The experience of thia year was calculated to make a 
profound impreasion upon our livea, and the kindnesB of the 
people of Augusta and of our charge gave them a perma- 
nent place in our memories and hearts. Among the nien 
eminent and useful I should record the name of Rev. John 
Meek. He was a mau of great pulpit popularity, and had 
been among the earliest pioneers in planting the standard of 
Methodism in Ohio. Rev. Daniel Hare was a large, ath- 
letic, and earnest worker for the Lord, euthusiastio as a 
Methodist, and always ready to exhort or preach. He gave 
to the ministry his son. Rev. M. H. Hare, who afterward 
became one of the master spirits in leading on the hosts 
of Methodism in Iowa. Brothers Manker, Taggart, and 
Ramsey were useful local preaehera, Among the prominent 
and valuable men in the laity, I would mention brothers 
Gaddis, Ross, and Grant — all names identified with the 
history of Methodism in Ohio, and the last of which has 
become national, and in fact, through the fame of his hon- 
ored son, has been sounded to the ends of the earth. 
Brother Ross has one son in the Ohio and one in the Cali- 
fornia Conference, both honoring their parents, and brother 
Grant has a son sitting in the presidential chair of the 
nation. When I used to be at brother Grant's home in 
Georgetown, Ulysses was a student at West Point. When 
he graduated, my son, W. F., applied for the vacancy, but 
was providentially prevented from entering the military 
Bchool. The voice of God was calling him to preach, but, 
like Jonah, he was endeavoring to escape in some other 
direction. 

During this year we formed the acquaintance of a local 
preacher, then a young man, prosecuting a literary course 
■t Augusta College, without fortune or patronage, except 
10 
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his wQliDg luuidfl and widowed mother's prayers. He 
worked his way through collie, graduated with honor, 
joined the Ohio Conference, soon took an honorable posi- 
tion in that body, and was afterward transferred to the 
Bock Biyer Conference, where he continues to labor success- 
fully for God. In the seyeral positions he has occupied, as 
educator, pastor, presiding elder, or financial manager of. 
public charities. Bey. Ezra M. Boring has made himself 
felt and has been appreciated. 
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THE Confereooe met at Urbana, August 25, 1S41, Bishop 
Roberts presiding. The following persons were ad- 
emitted on trial : Joseph Gatch, Thomas Oorsuch, Samuel 
Orio Stimson, Isaac Whitnell, Hinhard Walker, 
rederick Merrick, Philip A. Mutchiier, Levi W. Munsel, 
L. Creager, John W. Kenaga, Frederick Ilum- 
Kphreys, Alexander Meharry, Daniel Breckley, Jacob J. 
K.Sibner — 15. Some of these I shall have oceasionto speak 
^lif in the future of this narrative as we shall toil and suffer 
tnd triumph together. 

We recorded at this Conference tho death of Rev. R. W. 
Kalcj. He was born in Bucks county, Ponn., June 9, 
Bl760; was educated for and entered the Presbyterian min- 
[ iBtry, In 1788 he emigrated to Kentucky, and in 1795, at 
1 of u company, he assisted in exploriog the Scioto 
country, and in 179G settled his family in the valley of the 
Scioto, near the present city of Chillicotho. He united with 
the Methodist Episcopal Church iu the year 1800, and 
entered the traveling connection in 1811 or 1812. When 
the Conference judged him to be superannuated, and placed 
him on that list, he being well on to eighty years of age, 
his missionary spirit rebelled against the idea of superan- 
nuation. He mounted his horse and penetrated to the wild 
region of St. Mary's, where he organized a circuit and held 
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a camp -mec ting. The nest Confereiice Beat a misstonarj to 
his aid. He wue an able auJ earneat espounder of Wcs- 
leyao theology. He died at the residence of his son, ller. 
J. B. Finlej, in Gerraantowu, Ohio, December 8, 1S40, in 
the 91st year of his age. 

I was appoiotod to Baiobridge circuit, with Rev. Michael 
Marlay, for preaiding elder, and Rev. J. W. Stone for aa- 
Bistant. My associatiou with these dear brethren was of 
the most pleasant character. Brother Slarlay was one of 
onr ablest theologians, and when his soul became thoroughly 
engaged in bis sermon, he preached with overwhelniing 
power. Owing to the metaphysical bent of his mind, hU 
ordinary sermons, and oftentimes the introductory part of 
bia discourses, were regarded by common hearers as dry; 
bat intelligent bearers always listened to his purely itttel- 
lectual efforts and the least impassioned parta of bis dis- 
oonrses with much profit. He was an excellent presiidiDg 
elder, courteous and kind to his preachera, and firm in the 
discbarge of official duty. 

Brother Stone was pious, zealous, and faithful ; an able 
divine, considering bia years in the ministry. He com- 
manded the confideace of the people, and did effioieul 
service on the circuit. We bud nineteen nppointmeuta, of 
which the following is a liat: I. Bainbrlilge; 3. Boaroe- 
vllle; 3. Twinn; 4.-Long's Hill; 5. Thomas's Hill; 6. John 
Haine's; 7. Martin Haines's on the "knobsj" 8. Saleni; 9. 
Mt.Carmel; 10. Bethel; 11. Campbell's Meeting-bouflo; 12. 
Minting Springs; 13. Legg's; 14. Bristol's; la. Cynthiana; 
16. Edmonson's; 17, Valley Forge; 18, Loudou; 19. NcaselV 

We bad a pleasant year and aouie measure of prosp«rity. 
We closed the year with a camp-mealing near Bainbridgc; 
the attendance was large; the preaching attended with grMt 
power, the result of which was the coaversioD of souls aitil 
nddilions to the Church, William M. D. Ryan, then c 
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I menciDg liis ministry as junior preacljer ou un adjoining 
I circuit, wah with nn and cstiortcd witli much power, 

September 28, 1842, the CoDference met at Hamilton and 
losaville, Bishop Morris presiding. Tho following persona 

I were admitted on trial: William J. Thurber, William I. 
[ Fee, David N. Smith, Jesae Botkin, James Hood, Charles 
' Ferguson, Charles H. Warrington, Moses Smith, Abraham 

Cartlich, John W, Fowble, Levi Cunningham, Charles Koe- 
necke, Thomas Coleman, Nathan T. Ayres, J. G. Blair, 
Archibald Fleming, Wesley Webster, John Guyer, Daniel 
D. Mather, Barton Lowe, Alexander Dinkins, William B. 
Litsinger— 22. Out of this class I afterward had many 
valuable co-lahorera in the most difficult field to whieh I 
was ever called. I shall have occasion to speak of them as 

I I progress with my narrative. 

f Two of our able and honored standard-bearers had as- 
cended during the past year, and their names are now 
recorded on the list of the beloved dead. They were Rev. 
William B. Christie and Eev. I. C. Hunter. Brother Christie 
i born in Wilmington, Ohio; educated at Augusta Col- 
e, Kentucky; entered the Ohio Conference in 1825; 
npidly rose to distinction in his Conference and the con- 
fnection. Daring the later years of his ministry he had few 
Ifuperiors in pulpit power or ministerial influence. As I 
l.mll up the recollections of the man and the grandeur of 
I liis life, and labors, I hardly know how to pass him with so 
I brief a notice. But he is well known to the Church, as 
Lbut few contemporary Western Methodist ministers have 
l&iled to record the labors of our beloyed Christie. 

Brother Hunter was born in Bellefonte, Center county, 
, August 30, 1798. He joined the Ohio Conference 
L 1819, and labored with unceasing ability and apprecia- 
tion until he died, the 27th of June, 1842. Whether in 
elurge of circuit, or station, or district, he was faithful and 
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efficient, and liia preauhing was witt deni(instratii>n of the 
Spirit and with power. 

I was returned to Bainbridge circuit, with Rev. Alezatider 
Mehorry for my assiatant. He came on to the work full 
of faith, and zeal, and power. Our souls united, and u 
we entered upon the year's work, eipeclalion aeon pervaded 
the whole circuit, and many began to prophesy that it would 
be a year of extraordinary revival influence. We arran^d 
for a series of two-days' meetings, intending to protract 
them as providential indications should suggest. The first 
tneeting proved such a success that the members of the 
society at which the next meeting was to be held Bet thetn- 
selves to get ready, and ns that progressed with power, (ha 
□ext society was busy getting ready, and thus the notes of 
preparation were heard all over the large circuit. The re- 
sult was, we did not have to spend days in urging the nicm- 
hership to do their duty; already the way of tha Lord was 
prepared. The Word took hold of the people with mighty 
power. Sinners were awakeoed, convictions were deep aod 
pungent, and they were heard to cry aloud, ''God bo mer- 
ciful to me a sinner I" As a result the conversioDs were 
clear and Batisfactory. The Same spread so mightily that 
usually we found it necessary to protract one meeting up to 
the lime of commencing the uest. We would cloao oar 
meeting late at night, and then move ou to the next ap- 
pointment to commence at 11 o'clock, A. M., next day. If 
the distance was not too great many of the members and 
young oouverts would follow us up, and so become mora 
thoroughly established in experience and labor. Il taruMl 
out to be not so much a series of meetings ns one oontjii- 
uoDB meeting, marching grandly and triumphantly aroiiDd 
the whole cireuit. Our custom was to gnlhcr tho slain of 
the Lord into the Church — Chrbfs hospital — every day. 
Wo had none of that sfjuearaisbnosB that some swm to feel 
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Kd regard to inviting people to join (ho Metliodist Epiecopal 
PChurch. As we found the Church to be to us a good and 
I liappy homo, so we conscientiously believed that those to 
Jwhom we preached the Gospel would find it a good homo. 
IWe told the people that the doors of the Methodist Epis- 

■ eopnl Church, like the doors of Gospel grace, " stand open 
l.Bight and day," and ne invited them to come in. At the 
B«lose of this great campaign we summed up results, and 
Hfound, to the glory of God, that nine hundred and twtnly-fve 
Kliad closed in with the offer of mercy and placed their 
kumes on the muster-roll of Christ's ormj. We felt to 
Kpraiae the Lord and to say, "And let all the people praise 
frHm." 

I The attendance upon these meetings was so great that 
Hthe Church accommodations were too strait, and increased 
BftccommodatioDS became a necessity. The people were just 
^ in the proper state of mind to move forward in this work. 
Id one neighborhood a call was made to consider the pro- 
priety of building a house of worship. The attendance 
was good ; all saw the propriety of building at once. It 
was determined to build of hewed logs, as timber was abun- 
dant. They proceeded immediately to elect a suitable 
rother as chief manager. He divided his men into com- 
Kj^anies, appointing one company to fell the trees, another 
ny to score and hew them, another to haul them to 
iiilding site, and another to get the flooring, doors, 
t.tnsh, etc., ready. All this was done ready for raising the 
The second day the bouse was raised, roofed, 
^ floored, seated, and an altar and pulpit prepared, and at 
night it was lighted up, dedicated, and sinners gathered 
around its newly consecrated altar. Other neighborhoods 
f hearing of this imitated the example. Thus they brought 
^the tithes into the store-house and proved God therewith. 
B sisters, always ready to do their part — and, blessed be 
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^H Godt io the Mcltodist family thej are recognized as fellow- 
^B workers — did their full part in these Church eolerprigei as 
^H well as in the worship of the sanctuary. On these building 
^H occasions they came on the ground with all the appliances 
^^t for cooking, and spread upon the extemporized tables 
^H hearty and iavitieg food for those doing the work ; and 
^H they did all eat their meat with singleness of heart, giving 
^1 glory to God. The people did not look with more of won- 
der upon the invincible host that marched with Shennan to 
the sea, than did the people of Bainhridge circuit look 
upon this conquering host marching under the command of 
the Lord Jesus. And, unlike the armies ia carnal warfare, 
the army of the Lord left not desolation, or blackened walls 
or widows, or orphans along ite path, hut smiling faces 
and happy hearts, and redeemed and united families marked 
the pathway of the conquering host. 

I wilt give a few incidents of these revivals, bat it would 
require a volume to record them all. The first great revival 
broke out at Buuroevjlle. 'Wa had Ihere the walla of * 
church edifice which stood in an unfinished state, indicating 
that they had begun to build and were not able to finish. 
The first time that my colleague preached there, he t«ld 
them that if they would go forward and fiuish iheir house, 
he believed God would convert one hundred souls, and that 
if they did not go forward the curse of God would rcat 
upon them. Fear stimulated some and faith ini^pired ollien; 
they took counsel the next day and determined to go for- 
ward. The prediction of the preacher was more thau ful- 
filled, for ooe hundred and eighty joined the Church at that 
place during the year. The work ooramenced breaking out 
the very next Sabbath, first among the ehildren. Judga 
M'Cracken meeting brother Mebarry snid, " You are catch- 
ing minnows," "Yes," said the preacher, "yea, wa an 
oatcbiDg minnows, an^ they are excellent bait." A finr da}* 
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afterward, when the work had made a break in the adult 
population, aud the slain of the Lord were mauy, and 
among them a sun and daughter of Judge M'Crackcn, bo 
met the preacher again and said, " You began with min- 
nows, but you are catching fish now." 

During this meeting the hotel-keeper of the village waa 
seized suddenly with sickness, and sent for Dr. Hull to 
come and see him. The Doctor soon found that it waa not 
bodily hut epiritual disease that ailed him, and advised him 
to send for the preacher. He did so ; brother Meharry 
slipped out of the prayer- meeting— which was at brother 
Howaer's house — and went over to the hotel to see him, 
and as aoon as he ascertained the nature of the case, sent 
back a request that the prayer-meeting should adjourn to 
the hotel. It was done, and soon chairs wore arranged in 
the sick man's room for mourners, and he waa eshorted to 
get out of bed and down on his knees, and cry to the great 
Physician who could cure soul and body. He thought he 
was too sick to get up, but the preacher took hold of him 
and helped him out, and once down upon his knees he com- 
menced crying to God mightily for mercy. Some eight or 
ten others came forward for prayers, and at that meeting 
the converting power of God was present. Brother Snyder 
and his wife and the landlord were among the converted. 
There was to have been a danee at the hotel that night, but 
it waa a meeting of a very different sort. A wild fellow 
who had come from some distance, and had not heard the 
news of the changed state of things, as he approached the 
hotel, heard the noise and supposed there was a fight. He 
dismounted and hurried in to see the fun. As he opened 
the door such a sight and such sounds as greeted him struck 
him with such alarm that he retreated, mounted his horse, 
and fled from the town as though Death waa after him. At 
9 o'clock, P. M., the company adjourned from the hotel to 
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tbe church to commence the watch-night aerrice. It wu 
a powerful meetiug; Bcveral were converted, and brothers 
Perill and Bill joined the Church. Before the close of the 
next week upward of niuety had come out on the Lord's 
Bide, and before the meeting finally closed one hundred and 
eight had joined, no litetallj and promptly had brother 
Meharry's prophecy been fulfilled. At this meeting broth- 
ers Thomson, and Duiilap, and ArmstroDg gave assistance 
in the pulpit and altar work. 

Our first quarterly -meeting was at London. The princi- 
pal families in this neighborhood were Virginians, and of 
Quaker extraction. Brother Marlay, the presiding elder, 
and the venerable James Quinn were with U3 at this meet- 
ing. We protracted it, and some forty new recruits were 
gathered within eight days. Brother Eqos Gore, one of 
the noblest of men, bad for several years been connected 
with the Church as a probationer, but to this time had 
clung to his Quakerism so far as to decline baptism. Ha 
now saw it to he his doty to he baptized, and on Sabbath 
morning, in connection with family devolioos, I baptixed 
him and his household, consisting of the parents and two 
children. It was a beautiful and impressive sight 

The 25lh of January we commenced at Mt. Canuel and 
continued seven days, when our previously announced plan 
required us to go to Baiuhridge. At Mt. Carmel fifly-Sva 
joined, and the wave of influence was swelling rapidly, wh«n 
we had to move on to attack the enemy at Bainbridge. Wa 
anticipated that at this latter point we should have our 
hardest battle. It was the citadel, and the enemy WM or> 
ganiied and strongly fortified, hut a noble band of workan 
came up from Bourneville to our help, and on Wedneadsf 
night the battle turned, and the ranks of the cnemj mn 
ooiiiplotcly demoralised. We pushed the battle to th* gal*, 
and within sisteen days one hundred and llfty wora g>tfc- 
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I ered into the Churoh. Some were fearful of eseiteinent., 
I ftnd oue mitu who had made up his mind to serve the Lord 
rvaited until he thought he was perfectly calm and col- 
I lected, and when the preacher announced a hymn, he arose 
f sad started the tuoe, and then walked up deliheratcly and 
I joined. Another, while we were singinj; the stirring chorus, 

Btartfld Irom the back part of the house, and, as the great 
tears ran down hie cheeks, made longer and longer strides 
as he neared the altar, and in the intensest condition of ex- 
citement, enlisted in the army. The first of these did not 
hold out six months, while the last, up to my latest intelli- 
gence of him, was Blill ahouting on his way (o glory. An 
immortal spirit convinced of its awful danger, or assured of 
its escape from ruin, ought to be eicited, and no condition 
of intelligence, culture, or purity needs to be afraid of reiig- 
iou3 excitement, for it reaches to the yery " angels of God." 
February 21st we opened our batteries at Sinking Springs. 
The meeting continued thirteen days, and sixty-two were 
added to the Lord. The last one that joined at this meet- 
ing was William Manlove, and he made the five hundredth 
recruit since Conference. He proved to be a good soldier, 
snd "stood fast in the Lord." 

We had now been pushing the battle for more than three 
months almost without intermission. Our second quarterly- 
meeting was at hand, and it was to be at BourneTJlle, the 
place where we had commenced our series of meetings. 
Some thought that it was now time to rest, and others that 
the harvest was fully gathered. March 25th the quarterly- 
meeting commenced ; Elder Marlay was with us in the spirit 
of the Master. The power of God rested on the congrega- 
Rich and poor, old and young, came thronging to the 
Itar, crowded the altar, and for nine days the wailing of 
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pnlfste amd tke Aotfwg of eoHterts were &iiulUr Boaods 
m dc triple t£ At iMti. UyvBrd of mxtj joined niioy 
tt wfcMi yrand to be pattens of piety and waj-marks to 
Ike Hi|.iiiw «r God. It VM Kt this meeliog that R. R. 
i tke Ckiireh. He was a wealtbj 
!^ ■wTounded with ever; thing 
rf OuB world that beatt eoald wisb. He was gireo to hos- 
pitalitj, and ahtajs del^hlcd to entertain ihe AiDistcrs of 
the Gm^ at lu> pfnedj racideiice, but he had passed 
middle tile »eglectii^ tke Safior, and it was feared that be 
would eoBtiane to a^eet Ibe most important interest. 
Great was tbe rejoinng when be came out on the Lord'a 
side. Be was decided and consistent, and immediately it 
wa« erideot that hi^ time, talents, home, asd property wete 
all dedicated to God. His tenants, hired men, bnainess 
aseociales, and neighbors all saw the change, and many fol- 
lowed him to Jeeos. The atanj happy seasons spent by 
myself and companion, religiously and socially, at the booBO 
of brother Seymour will never be forgotten. 

Judge Morris received a new baptiEm during this meeting. 
Many will remember his feeling remarks in one of oai speak- 
ing meetings. He narrated how be had endeavored to be 
an infidel, and the reluctance of rich men to yield to tb* 
convictions of the Spirit Said he, "The rich are nearly 
always behind; last to get to church, last to seek the Lord; 
behind the poor in the measore of their liberality, in the 
Eapport of the Gospel, and the erection of eharches. I feel," 
said he, " like getting ahead and not remaining in the rear 
any longer." He was much blessed, and his experience and 
declaration of purpose were made a blessing to alban. 
The converts of this meeting came out very clear and 
strong. 

There was ■ young man of great worth and promiM «bo 
ttUinded that meeting, and was almost persuaded to 
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Ohriatian. Indeed he confessed privately that his mind was 
made up, but thut "just one thing was in the way of hia 
starting now." He resisted the Spirit, launched out into 
grander speculations, and hy and by finunaial disaster, dissi- 
pation, divorce demonstrated what a terrible thing it is to 
trifle with the strivings of the Spirit of Uod. Had he ac- 
cepted then the offers of meroy, and united himself with 
the people of God, I have no doubt that to-day his 
home vrould have been one of the brightest, and hia record 
one of the most honorable, for he was a man who would 
have been among the first in every good work had he given 
Lis heart to God. If he is still living I here record the 
prayer that he may yet be coostraiued to say, " I will arise 
and go to my Father." 

April 6th, we planted the standard of the Lord at Oyn- 
thiana. Up to Saturday night, fifteen had enlisted. On 
Sabbath thirty-five came over on the Lord's dde, and the 
meeting went on with great power. Wednesday I found 
myself so mnch exhausted that I suggested to brother Me- 
harry whether it would not be well to rest a few days, but 
he thought it was heat for ua to retain our vantage-ground 
and push the enemy to the wall. We did so. The after- 
noon prayer- meeting was a time of power, and at night we 
had a grand victory. The crowd that gathered was com- 
posed of all sorts of hard cases. Brother Meharry preached 
from Joahua viJ, 25, "Why hast thou troubled us?" The 
Lord helped him wonderfully. Some thirty sinners, among 
whom were old and hardened sinners, came out for the Lord 
that Dight. We closed up the nest Sabbath night, having 
enlisted one hundred and twelve recruits during the meeting. 
Uur third quarterly -meeting was at Sinking Springs, and 
was a good time. We bold several meetings during the 
Summer at different poiata, at all of which the Lord was 
present to heal. 
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The first of September I told my colleague that if he had 
faith he might go over to Belhel. Ue went, aod after a few 
dajs' earnest labor the fiie broke out, and victory after 
Tictory waa achieved, antii upward of sixty had come out 
on the Lord's side. One poor sinner, pierced by aa arrow 
of truth, went home, and taking to his bed thought he wu 
going to die. He sent for the preacher, who, when he cnme, 
ordered the man at odcg to get out of bed and kneel down 
if he wanted him to pray for him. He obeyed, and soon 
found the Lord. 

September 8th, the fourth quarterly-meeting c 
at Bainbridge. Aa this was the last quarterly- meeting for 
the year, and as the revival fire had been burning all a 
the circuit and all through the year, the ultendunce waa 
large. The quarterly conference was a very able nod dig- 
nified body of men. We had five local preachers, each of 
whom had his peculiarities and excellenoies— Lewis Holler, 
Frederick Carp, Archibald Lockard, Reese Wolf, snd John 
Haines. Brother Wolf was a man widely known, ecceatrie, 
and loyal and faithful to the Church of his choice, 
had occasion to mention him in the early part of this narra- 
tive as one of the pioneers in Western Virginia in aa carlj 
day. Brother Haines was a man of great simplicity of 
character and purity of life. Blessed with a pecoljarlf 
tenacious memory, he applied it to the storing away tht 
truth of God, and he bad large purtioos of the Word written 
indelibly on the tables of his mentory. Ue could repeat 
for hours without iolerruptiun. Among our exhorters were 
Alexander Jester, Isaac Eelly, Joel Wolf, John L. Smith, 
Stephen Miller, Joseph Ross, and George Ne»sel, Bonte of 
whom were soon after this liueused to preach. Then is 
other offices, as members of the quarterly conferetico, locll 
men tts Taylor, Manlove, Gore, Guilliford, Nellia, 
Iteed, Fleming, Sroilh, Heaaton, Elliott, aad a host of utbtn. ' 
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My son, William Fletcher Stewart, Lnd just reiithed 
lome, liaving completed his course of study aud gradunted 
at Augusta College. He Lad been ticcuacd aa an eshort«r 
some time before, aud purposed giviog himself to the work 
of the ministry. But neither he nor myself had any thought 
of his entering immediately upon that work. He was only 
eighteen yeara of age, and apparently nearly broken down 
in health. The presiding elder, however, thought that by 
deferring the matter he might be diverted from the mtniatry, 
and that Lorseback exercise was just what he needed to 
bring him out physically, I had great confidence in brother 
Marlay, and deferred to his judgment in the matter. ]!ily 
Eon waa willing to leave liis caae in the hands of the Church, 
preferring to wait a year, or oonsentiug to go at once, aa 
the Church might aay. Before organizing the conference, 
the presiding elder called a leaders' meeting, which recom- 
mended the young man to the quarterly conference for 
license. He then organized the confereuce, and William 
Fletcher waa licensed and recommended to the Ohio Annual 
Conference for the traveling conncctioD. This waa to me an 
event of deep and grateful iniereat. My first and greateat 
desire in regard to my children had alwaya been that they 
should be membera of the family of God, and then I had 
felt that I could not only cheerfully give my sons to the 
Lord for the work of the ministry, but that I would rather 
have them in that work — if truly called of God to it and 
faithful — than to see them successful in any other avocation 
in life. I thought, in regard to this son, that if hia days 
were to be but few on earth, if the Lord would make him 
instrumental in the gathering of some souls for Chriat be- 
fore he called him hence, I would feel that my labor and 
expense in giving him the opportunities of education \Tou!d 

The quarterly -meeting waa a good one, and several more 
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joined the CHurcH. After quarterly-meetiDg we liad seyeral 
two-days' meetings before Conference; one at brother Nes- 
sel's, conducted by brother Meharry, assisted by my son. 
There he made his first attempt to preach — text Luke xii, 
32. The meeting was success^l and resulted in several 
conversions and additions to the Church. September 16tb, 
we commenced a four-days' meeting at Mt. Carmel. It was 
a noisy meeting — a time of great rejoicing on the part of 
the Church, and some conversions. September 24th, our 
winding-up two-days' meeting at Boumeville. We recounted 
all the way in which God had led us, and were made very 
happy. We had held eighteen quarterly and protracted 
meetings, besides attending the regular work of a large four- 
weeks' circuit ; had received on probation nine hundred and 
twenty-five, and should carry up to Conference a report of 
six hundred and forty-nine net gain for the year. Out of 
that large class of converts we we/e confident God would 
raise up some to preach the Gospel. My soul had become 
knit to my colleague, and I loved him as though he was 
my own son. 
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SEPTEMBER 23, 1843, tho Conference met at Chilli- 
cothe. Bishop Soule presided. Little did we think as 
ne looked upon his laanlj and venerable form, and liotened 
to his words of counsel and exhortation, and received our 
appointments at his hands, that the time would ever come 
when we should fail to welcome him as our preaiding officer. 
He had long had hiu episcopal residence at Lebanon, nithia 
the bounds of our Conference, and he was particularly en- 
deared to us, but, alas I this was the last time that be was 
to preside over our Conference. 

This session was a pleasant and profitable one. The 
brethren of Chillicothe, proud of their long-established 
character aa loyal and enthusiastic Methodiata, gave the 
Conference a hearly welcome and extended warm hospitality 
in their families to the preachers. Many of tbe preachers 
brought escellent reports of the sunceas of the past year. 
I believe that my circuit reported the largest net gain of 
any one, and It was no small gratification to me to see 
Bsinbridge circuit elevated to the position of third in the 
whole Conference as to numerical strength. The banner 
charge was old " Whiteoak " — called Felicity the year that 
I traveled it. It had one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-eight members. The second was Troy, one thousand 
I hundred and three members; and then Gainbridge, 
21) 
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one thouaaad six hundred and forty- 
ing the year three preacliers had withdrawn from the Meth' 
odist Episcopal Charch and connected themfielves 
small seceding body called "True Weslejans;" namely, 
Kichard Brandriff, Joshua Boucher, and Silas H. Chase. 
One faithful brother, Rev. Alfred Hance, had been Irana- 
ferred from the Church militant to the Church triumphant. 
From the time that he joined the Conference, in 1837, he 
had been a pattern of industry and fidelity in the minietry, 
and his labors had been crowned with ahundant success. 
His memory on M'Arthurstown circuit, where he fell at his 
post, will long remain as ointmeot ponred forth. A littlo 
while before be breathed his last, one said to him, " Yoa 
are sinking fast." To which the triumphant saint replied, 
"I am rising 1 rising I " 

We received a large clasa od probation, most of tbem 
vigorous young men, and eome of them yonog mea of more 
than ordinary education and oalture. The following are 
the names: Andrew J. Lyda, William H. Sutherlanil, 
John W. Locke, Pearl P, Ingalla, Lorenzo D. M'Cabe, 
David n, Sargent, James F, Chalfant, narrjaon '£. Adkms, 
William F. Stewart, Alfred L. Westervelt, Charles H. War- 
ren, Isaac N. Mark, Moses T. Bowman, Henry Lewie, Abra- 
ham Thompson, Barzillai N. Spabr, George S. StephMuon, 
Jacob Pierce, James J. Dolliver, William Butledge, Ken 
M. Boring, Peter F. Holteinger, John W. Kceley, Oeorgs 
Uanawalt, Peter Wilkins, Matthias Ruff, nnd John M. 
Hofer— 27. 

As I inquire after this class now, aHer the Upae of ■ 
quarter of a century, I find that they are greatly soatlerftd; 
several of them are occupying leading positions in the Ohio 
and other Western Conferences, and several of then bavt 
accomplished their work and gone to their rest oa high. 

Very unexpectedly to me I wus elevated to (]ic 'KTJ 
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ffconorable and responsible pOBition of Preaident of Brush 

f College- I received tbe aQDOUDCQment ffith no little trepi- 

1, and was very sure that, as all my predecessors had 

■ experienced, so I should have " my ups and downs " from 

r the beginning to the close of the term. But before the 

close of my connection with the district, as my narrative 

' irill show, I had more serious ups and downs than the 

climbing of mountains and desceudiog of valleys. The same 

influences that were to separate onr beloved Soule from ua 

vere to make the Kanawha district a terrible battle-field. 

Could I have drawn aside the curtain so as to get a 

glimpse of what was before me, I ehoald have shrunk back 

appalled. 

The General Conference was to meet in the city of New 
York the first of May next, 1844, and wo elected the fol- 
lowing brethren as delegates to that body ; Charies Elliott, 
J. M. Trimble, Z. Connell, W. H. Rapcr, J. B. Finley, E; 
W. Sehon, and Leonidaa L. llamliue. The last one on the 
list was destined to be the marked man of the General 
Conference. 

My first year on the district was far more pleasant than 
I had anticipated. I found that the labors and responsibil- 
ities of the presiding elder differed a good deal from those of 
the pastor, but that the same God who is rich in grace to all, 
was ready to bear me and assist me in my new relation, as 
he had heard and assisted me in relations I had hitherto 
sustained. I found under my charge ten large circnits 
spreading over as many large mountainous counties in 
Western Virginia. I found, too, the extremes and all the 
intermediate grades of society: the wealthy in their splen- 
did palaces, surrounded by their obsequious servants, and 
faring sumptuously every day, and the hardly tamed mount- 
aineer, making a precarious living by hunting and fishing. 
The district was so mountainous that it could only be 
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traveled on foot or on horseliflct. But while the popula- 
tion differed so much in Bomo things, they were alike in one 
thing, and that was in respect to preaehers of the Qoi^pcl. 
In the wildest cabin and the stateliest uanEion, whether pro- 
fessors or no n -professor 8, the Methodist traveling preachers 
were welcome, on one condition, and that was, that they deal 
tenderly with the "peculiar institution." liut the lime 
was just at Land when Methodist preachers moat eaj to 
that desolating flood, "Thus far shalt thou go, and uo 
further," and then will this hospitality in many places taro 
to the most bitter and relentless porsecution. 

But I am anticipating, for, as I have already said, mj 
first year on Kanawha district waa one of peace and pros- 
perity. I had a band of faithful preachers, and most of 
them were adapted to the work and efficient. I will men- 
tion their names in connection with the charges they serrcd, 
and record the results of my sctjuaintanee with ihem. 

Charleston circuit embraced much of the wealth of the 
Kanawha Valley, where the most valuable sail-works wen 
operated. William T. Hand and John W. Fowble w»t« 
the preachers on thia charge. Brother Hand was a very 
popular pulpit man. He had, in an eminent degree, th« 
"copia verborum" — a fine imagination — great tact ia tin 
relation of anecdotes, and withal a fine personal appearnnco. 
He attracted much attention, and made a strong iinprcuion 
upon the charge that he served. Brother Fowblo, thuagh 
young in his ministry, indicated a strength of intclJBcl, 
mental culture, and devotion to his work that gave much 
promise of his future. The prophecy is being fulfilled. 

Point Pleasant circuit occupied the lower part of the vat- 
ley and portions of the Ohio Kiver bottoms, as well a* 
adjacent mountain ranges. Thoiuua Gorsueb bad ubargfl 
of this work. Amiable, chaste, and graceful in nil bif Inlar- 
course with the people, and more than medium in hia pD[|»t 
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listrationg, he drew the people to him, and did them good. 
I always thought I did well for the oharge to which I 
nominated Thomas Gorsuch. He baa coispjeted hia work 
on earth, and now singa with the saints ntid angels. 

Guyandotte circuit lay in Cahcl, Logan, Kanawha, and 
■MaBOn countiea, embracing a portion of each, a very ex- 
tended and mountainous region. Michael 0. Perkhizer had 
charge of this circuit, assisted by James G. Dolliver. The 
preacher in charge was a workman who needed not to be 
ashamed — always faithful and devoted. The junior preacher 
lad just appeared on our Conference roll, and proved to be 
.* valuable worker, "full of faith and the Holy Ghost." 
'Sod gave hira a tongue of fire, and blessed him very much. 

Logan Court-house circuit embraced Logan and part of 
layette and Kanawha counties. George Q. West, who had 
oharge of this rugged work, was a meek, quiet, studious, 
holy man. He preached faithfully and well, worked dili- 
gently and wisely. Those who knew him best, prized him 
most, and the ciretiit farored with his labors one year, would 
.liardly fail to desire his continuance with them. 
I Coal River circuit lay on the waters of Coal River, run- 
ning through some of the counties already mentioned. 
Charles Ferguson had charge of this work. He was a 
msny-sided man, and gifted in every direction. Whether in 
BOng or prayer, or eihortatioo or preaching, he was a power. 
Never letting down the dignity of the minister, he remem- 
bered that he was the herald of a Gospel which should bo 
preached to every creature, and he addressed himself to his 
Tfork, publicly and privately, with abundant success. 
I Fayette Court-houae circuit lay mostly in Fayette county, 
ind principally on the waters of Loop Creek. Isar 
Whitnell had charge of this work, Aa a theolo^ai 
eennonixer, he compared favorably wifh many who 
itripped him in efficiency and success. 
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regular uiiaiBtry only a lew years, when, perhaps cODTUtoed 
that lie had better adaptation for some other department 
of labor, he retired from the regular work. It Eeemed a 
pity that bis escellent talent could not be made fully avail- 
able in the ministry. 

Summerville circuit embraced Nicholas county. Jonathan 
F, Conrey had charge of this work. Having enjoyed asso- 
ciation with him as my assistant on Georgetown citcuit 
a few years prior to this, and holding him in high esteem 
as I did, it was very pleasant to me to have him in inj 
district. The appointment to bim was like "a clap of thon- 
der from a cloudlees sky." He had been stationed in the 
eity of Zaueaville the year before, and was much disgusted 
at first with the idea of entering " Brush College," but h« 
went to his work as a loyal Methodist preacher eboald, 
made full proof of his ministry, did a noble work for God 
and the Church among the mountains, and from their lofU- 
est crags and their deepest valleys often sounded the high 
praises of God. Though he has well and Buccessfully su»- 
tained himself in the prominent positions of his Cooferenca 
since then, I doubt not he looks back to that as one of hii 
happiest and most successful years. 

Suttouvillc circuit lay on the waters of Elk River. Ad- 
dison Hite had charge of this circuit. He was a proaober 
whose consistent pioly commanded the confidence of lh« 
people, aud made him useful in the work. He, aAcr Mint 
years, retired to the local ranks. 

Kipley circuit lay in Jackson county. James W. South- 
ard was the preacher in charge of this work. He «U 
eeizcd with the unfortunate idea thai he was not appreciated 
by his brethren according to his meriu, and so commODCcd 
casting about for some new home, where he might have k 
better chance. After another year in our Conference, ka 
withdreit and united with the ProteatAot Mothodista. 
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Between these men and myself existed tlie most pleasant 
relations. The^ treated me as a father in the Oospel. 
They were on mj heart day and night, and I had much 
comfort in pleading for them at the throne of grace. Hav- 
ing but ten charges, I was able to attend all of the quar- 
terly-meetings in person. Preachers and people looked 
forward to these occasions with fasting, and prayer, and 
expectation. Many of them made long mountain journeys, 
to get to the quarterly- meetings, and God blessed ub hU 
together. Mountain cabin accommodations and fare were 
Id, and amusing scenes sometimes transpired, 
t beneath the coarsest garments often beat the truest and 
LOblest hearts, and around those blastiDg hickory fires in 
the wide-mouthed fire-places, I have listened to the hunter's 
thrilling story of adventure, and the Christian's stirring 
narrative of Christian esperienee, and felt as happy as when 
enjoying the hospitality of the salt princes in the valley. 

Amusing stories were told of some of my piedecessors on 
the district. It was said that when a certain brother was 
'kppointed to the district, some brother, with feigned serious- 
had suggested to him that when he reached the monnt- 
regiona they would feed him on wildcats. He was a 
of great purity and simplieity of character, and not 
being accustomed to indulge in a joke, he took the matter 
in earnest, and made up his mind that he would keep a 
sharp look-out in regard to the meat that he should eat. 
During the year, as he was in a wild portion of the district, 
one day he called at a certain brother's house, and as he 
jMHsed through the yard from the gateway, lie espied the 
iBawB of an animal where they had been chopped off and 
wy by the side of a stump. He at onee made a note of 
ItiiBt in his memory. By and by dinner came, and after ba 
sealed at the. table the reverend host said: 
Brother , will you take a piece of the meat?" 
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'■ Thank yon, brother," replied his guest, " I do n't eat 
wild-cats mjBelf." 

"0, no," rejoined the astonislied mountaineer, "neither 
do we ; this is not wild-ea(." 

"Tou can't fool me, hrother. I saw the feet lying by 
the stump as I came through the yard." 

The incident was ludicrous enough, hut it was all in sin- 
cerity and good Immor, if the story is to be regarded u 
authentic. 

On the first of May, 1844, the General Coaferenco bb- 
aembled at New York city. It proved lo be a memorable 
session. The fact coming to the knowledge of members of 
the Conference that Bishop Andrew had become connected 
with slavery, that question which had agitated the Church 
30 long came up in a new and exceedingly embarrassing 
form. Bishop Andrew personally was much beloved, but 
the conscientioas members, especially from the free St«t««, 
thought that it would be disastrous to the Church if this 
matter was passed over. The result was, after long and 
earnest discussion, the passage of a resolution offered bj 
members of our Conference to the end that the Bishop 
should cease the exercise of the functions of his office notll - 
he was released from slavery. The Southern preachers toot 
fire at that and demanded a plan for the separation of the 
Church. A conditional plan was offered and agreed to. 
The Bishop decHued a proposition of some friends to 
raise the money to purchase and manumit his slaves. In- 
lense excitement prevailed, aud at the adjournment serious 
apprehensions pervaded the eutire denominatioa. Th« 
Southern delegates went home, many of them to itir ap 
the people and sow the seeds of secession. 

September 4, 1844, the Conference met at MuMlU. 
Bishop Wau<:h presided. Bishop Soule was also pnMkl 
part of the lime, but bis evident wont of sjmpitbjr « 
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0ie action of the majority in the late General Cooference, 
ind the decided position of the Ohio Conference greatly 
L impaired the confidence that had hitherto heen reposed in 
early period in the session the venerahle 
offered a preamble and resolutions indorsing 
arsued at the General Conference by the uia- 
del^ation. As Edmund W. Sehon had sym- 
Qcted irith the South, he took alarm at this 
The venerable William Uurke espoused the 
cause of the South and became greatly escited. By motion 

I of J. F. Wright, the resolutions were referred to a commit- 
|ee of nine to consider and report. In due time the com- 
mittee reported in favor of the resolutions, and they passed 
Irinmphantly. 
■ The reports from the preachers indicated that this year 
fcid not been one of as great prosperity as the precediag. 
At Chillicothe we had reported nn aggregate increase of 
six thousand eeven hundred and eighty-six, while this year 
we reported a decrease of two thousand five hundred and 

►fifty -five. 
One of our valuable young men. Rev. J, W. Kanaga, had 
4ied during the year. He was licensed to preach in 1840 ; 
received on probation in the Ohio Conference in 1841; was 
received into full connection at Chillicothe iu 1843, and 
appointed to Clarkesville circuit, where he finished his 
work soon after his second (juarterly-meeting. At that 
meeting he preached his last sermon from 2 Timothy iv, 
S-8: "For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of 
my departure is at hand," etc. He preached as though he 
had a premonition that it would indeed be his last sermon, 
and as though his triumphant spirit already caught sight of 
the glittering crown. The fever had already commenced Its 
work. It soon assumed a malignant type, and baffled the 
Bkill of the physicians. He was rational to the last, and 
21 



g»te ■bundant nidcoee of the sufficiency of gr.ice to sup- 
port in death. 

Tbe folloiriDg persons were received on trial : Eliaa H. 
Sabin, Dewill C. Johnson, David Whitmer, Kichard Pitier. 
William W. M'Comas, Yalentiue Beamer, Isaac Dillon, 
Christian Wiileiibach, John Manu, John Hopper, sdU 
Charles She1p«r. 

Upon the whole this was a very interesting Conference. 
The preachers who had not visited Marietta before, heard 
with interest the legends of the old "Ohio Company," 
which had established its Lead-quarters at this point in the 
early years. Kemains of tbe old stockade and landmsflu 
of the earliest pioneer times were still visible. 

I here took my first lessons in the mysteries and delicate 
reiiponsibilities of the Bishop's cabinet. I found that au 
inside view differs largely from an outside view, bat taj 
experience during this Conference confirmed mo in itie 
opinion I had entertained for years, that tbe Bishop and 
his counselors, in studying the necessitiea of the whole 
work, endeavored sincerely and earnestly to secure such au 
adjustment of the laborers us would secure tbe greatest 
efficiency and success. It is utterly impossible that every 
charge can secure their preference in regard to their 
preacher, for here are several charges preferring the suna 
man. It is equally impossible that every preacher can have 
his preference as to his field, for here are several preavhen 
desiring tbe same field. Then there are good men who ar« 
really superannuated, cither mentally or phyi^ically, bnt do 
not realize it; others who possibly think of theniselvw m 
little more highly than ihey ought to think; others who are 
"constitutionally tired," and do not perform the amoout of 
pastoral labor and pulpit preparation neeeasarj to endMC 
them to the people or secure success. And then tfa«r« are 
others who have marked eccenlricitiea, nud men wlio riiU 
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■ hobbies, and men wliose time is partly engaged in purely 

■ literary or other secular mattera. There are preiichera who 
I desire especial aecomnjodalions on account of family mat- 
f tera, pertaining to health, or edueation of children, or aup- 
I port. And so I might go on to enumerate many more 
I Mattera, all of which have to be taken into the account in 

the Bishop's cabinet. It ia indeed a responsible work, and 
I reqaires sympathy, and eonrage, and judgmeijl, and faith, 
I Kod divine illumintLtion. Let those who have faith in God 
[ pray that the Spirit may always direct in the selection of 
f Bishops and presiding elders, and influence their minds so 
I that tbey may snceessfullj meet their responsibilities. 
L I took back with me to the Kanawha district, in the 

■ main, (he same band of faithful men who had labored with 
Ejne the previous year. I parted company, however, with a 
Fftw whom I loved dearly, and welcomed others who proved 
rfo be faithful workers. I had this year, as my assistants, 
l.u follows: 

W Charleiton Circuit — Thomas Gorauch and William H. 

I Sutherland. Brother Sutherland was one of my new men. 

iHe was talented, very studious, and inclined lo cultivate rigid 

I (jslem in the division of his time and labor. I prophesied 

n bright future for bim, and have not been disappointed in 

Ray expectations. 

f Farkeriburg — Arza Brown. He was pure gold, a man 
of ripe Christian experience, and an able advocate of the 
doctrine of Cbristian perfection. Feeble in health, but 
abundant in labors, be was to me a valuable counselor and 
efficient co-worker. His excellent companion, too, was full 
of holy Are and zeal in the cause of the Master, ready for 
every good word and work. After years of separation, I 
have had the privilege of meeting them, in 1868, in their 
pleasant home, in Chicago, But the missionary Are still 
burned in ibeir Iiearta, and they soon after sought wot'f.. 
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uDioiig the freedmen, m LouieiaDa, instructing, exhorting, 
and preaching. 

Little KanuKha — Charles Ferguson and D. D. Mather. 
This was brother Mather's first year with me. He was en- 
dowed with large iutelleotual capacity, and was rapidly 
developing into an able preacher of the Gospel. He hw 
long sinee taken a promiuent position in the miniatry. 

Ripley — Samuel Black and Thomas K. Coleman. Broth- 
er Coleman was a youog man of sprightly Intellect, fine 
imagination, and tenacious memory, and made his pulpit 
efforts Tcry attractive. He was faithful to hia trust, and 
did not sympalhize with the preaeher in charge, who this 
year espoused the cause of the seceders, and did all ha 
could to hand the circuit over to the Church South. 

Point Pkamnl — John F. Longman and William W. 
M'Comas, Brother Longman was an Englishman, of good 
preaching ability. Had he felt fully the responaihiUty of 
the Christian ministry, and met hia engagements pnnota- 
aliy, with the ability he possessed he could have done a no- 
ble work. I had licensed brother M'Comas to preach, and 
carried his recommendation to the Ohio Conference, think- 
ing that he would prove to he a valuable accession to our 
traveling ministry. He had extraordinary elementa of power 
and usefulness, but he became tinctured with the leaven 
of secession, and turned his hand against hia ecclesiastical 
mother with a fierceness and venom which was terrible. 

Gw^nrfoHe— William T. Hand. 

Wayne Court-houK — James J. DoUiver. 

Logan (hurl-kaase — George G. West. 

Coal River — Jesse Botkin. He was a man of tlerliog 
worth, not so successful in gathering as some, bat what ha 
gathered into the fold he was apt to retain for the Uaitn. 
He stood up for the Church againat all oppocera, at what- 
ever coat, feeling that it could not cost lou dear. 
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Summervilh — Archibald FlemiDg. He was a man whom 
any charge might deem itself fortunate to have as its 
pastor. 

Elk River — Isaac Whitnell. 

Suttonville was left to be supplied. I employed brother 
Chambers, a local preacher. 

This year the gathering storm began to burst upon us in 
its fury. To me it was indeed a fiery trial. During my 
first year on the district, every face had been the face of a 
friend, and every voice the voice of friendship. Though 
the fare was sometimes rough, and the labor always hard, 
yet I had been happy in the work. But this year there was 
a dividing. A few leading and designing men had raised 
the cry of "Abolitionism," and foreign "interference with 
the institutions of Virginia." Countenances that had al- 
ways smiled upon me now turned from me, or met me with 
the blackness of the thunder-cloud. Voices that had ad- 
dressed me with respect and affection now railed out in 
accents of anger, or, behind my back, endeavored to poison 
others against me ; and homes where I had been welcomed 
and entertained as an angel of God would now have 
loathed my presence. Nor were these shafts leveled at me 
alone. All of my assistants who were true to their ordina- 
tion vows, and all of the members who were true to the 
Discipline of the Methodist Episcopal Church — and they 
constituted the great majority — were sharers in the pro- 
scription and opposition. The most of my preachers were 
not only true as steel, but possessed the qualifications need- 
ful for such an emergency. In the midst of misrepresenta- 
tion, and slander, and threats of personal violence, the 
faithful itinerant said, "None of these things move me; 
neither count I my life dear to me, so that I may finish my 
course with joy." 

September 3, 1845, the Conference met at Cincinnati. 
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Bishop L. L. Ilaniline presided. Bishop Sonle visiled ns 
again, and cau!>Gd us a good deiil of trouble. We nert 
justly proud of Bishop Hamline, not odI; on accouDt of bis 
eminent scholarship, and eloquence, and piety, but becfias« 
he had gronn up religiously nithin our bounds, and was 
recognized as an Ohio Conference man. Probably he waa 
never placed in circumstances more embarrassing tbnn i>n 
the morning when Bishop Soule entered the Conference- 
room, and placed himself in position to be invited to occupy 
the chair. Coulil he ignore the venerable Blabop? Could 
he Bummou courage to invite him to the chair against tho 
wishes of almost ihe whole body of preachers? lie did 
invite Bishop Soule to the chair. Immediately npon Bishop 
Soule's taking the chair, a scene of confusion transpired; the 
Conference refused to do any business under his presidency, 
and he as resolutely willed that the business should go for- 
ward. When he found it utterly impossible to oonlrol lb« 
Conference, he called brother James Quinn to the cbair, bat 
still the tumult increased. Now Hamline stepped upon the 
platform, resumed tho reins, and, with the hand of a moitet, 
restored at once the order of the Conference. 

Received on tiial at this Conference: Uenry E. Drejor, 
Leonard Mulfinger, Christopher Keller, Moses M'Laoe, John 
Myers, Paul Brodbeck, Ernst H. Pelens, John J. Hibntr, 
Christopher Hoevner, James B. Hurrison — 10 — a small clua, 
and several of them for German missionaries. 

It wus a time of peculiar tenderness and solemnity when 
a tribute of respect was paid to those who had died during 
the year. Three honored and venerable men had boen 
called home — men who had labored long and wull — men 
whose praise was in all the Churches, and who had turned 
many to righteousness. They were John Collins, Green- 
bury R. Jones, and n. S. Furnandis. 

In a previous part of this narrative we have spuk«ii of 
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rotlier Collins m b man of God and a preac-lier of the 
"Gospel. In no part of the Conference was he more highly 
prized than in Cincinnati, where our Conference was now 
holding ita seaaioo. He had organized the first class in the 
city, and laid there the foundutioa of Methodism. He was 
horn in New Jersey in 1769; came to Ohio in 1804; en- 
tered the traveling connection in 1807; and died in the 
city of Majaville, August 21, lS-15. " His aetling Bun waa 
without a cloud. His last words were, 'Happyl happy! 
happy I' and all was still.'' 

Brother Jonea was a Peansylvanian, He was admitted 
■OD trial in the Ohio Conference in 1818; superannuated in 
'1832; was made effective again in 183fl. He was a superior 
execntive officer and an efficient worker, made full proof of 
liis ministry, and died at Marietta, Septemher 20, 1844. 
fiis last days were days of triumphant experience. 

Brother Farnandis was a Virginian. He was born in 
Loudon county, Deeemher 1, 1793. He entered the travel- 
ing connection in 1819. Though not remarkable for the 
shiniog qualities of the orator, he possessed such a combi* 
nation of gifts and graces as seemed to make him a favorite 
with Qod and men. He led a great many souls to Christ, 
■nd in his crown of righteousness will' be found many stars, 

I and stars of the first magnitude. During his last illness 
lie waa much blessed of God, and sent assurances to his 
l^thren of the Conference of his Joyful hope of inimor- 
Wity. He fell asleep in Jesus on the 17th of May, 1845, 
it his own house, in Kushville, Ohio, surrounded by loving 
fiimiiy and friends. 

My three years on the Kanawha district constituted per- 
haps the most responsible aa we!l as trying period of my 
I whole ministry. As soon aa I had taken my position, after 
Hie secession, tlie Southern press began to misrepresent me, 
1 ita whole power was used to crush me. Insinuation, 
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isDnendo, and downriglit (al^hood were used and rirculBl(.'d 
indnstriomlj by hot-blooded agitators and miscbief- makers, 
bat I put my trust in God, aod endeavored consi^ieDtiotuly 
to do mj dalT. Since I commenced writing ibis cbapU^r, I 
kave tborongbly reTiewed ibe wbole controversy, und I am 
satisfied that I was not only trne to the Cburcb, but con- 
sistent with myself during the whole of my administration. 
The Methodist Episcopal Cburcb at that time oct^upied con- 
servative ground on the subject of slavery, denouncing the 
principle aa sinful, the system of American slavery as the 
" sum of all villainies," bat allowing that the legal relation 
of master and slave did not necessarily, under all circum- 
stances, involve sin. She prohibited, unequivocally, the 
traffic in slaves; required her ministers who bad boconw 
involved in the relation to emancipate their slavea when- 
ever the laws of the Slate would allow the emnncipalcid 
slaves to enjoy their liberty. The spirit of slavery, however, 
true to itself, had for some time beca steadily makin); ag- 
gressions, until quite extensively ibroagh the South lb* 
wholesome regulations of the Cburcb were practically 
ignored. A traveling preacher in the Baltimore Conference 
set the Church at defiance. He was tried by his OWD Con- 
ference and found guilty. lie appealed to tbe en»ning 
General Confereuco, and the decision of tbe Annul Con- 
ference was sustained. Bishop Andrew became tbe owner 
of slaves by marriage, and the facts coming bofor* tba 
General Conference of 1844, which sat in the city of New 
York, the Conference required that he should maanmit bit 
slaves or desist from the exercise of his episcopal ofie*. 
It was certain that a slaveboiding Bishop could not ht 
acceptable as a presiding officer in the free Stales, Bretbr*o 
anxious for a peaceful solution of this difficulty, pruflicrcd 
to pat into the hands of the Bishop the valuo of lb« ten- 
ftuts, so that bin wife's estate should not be injured. H«, 
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^koweyer, acting under the advice of the roagnates of tho 
South, declined all Buch pacific overttirca, and so compelled 
a direct issue. The Conference met the issue promptly. 
The Southern delegatea consulted and handed in a "protest" 
They espreased the conviction that a rupture of the Chnrch ■ 
would be inevitable if the majority did not recede, and 
demanded a plan by which the separation, if found inevita- 
ble, might he consummated peacefully. The result of a 
protracted and very earnest discnsBion was the adoption of 
the famous "plan of separation," It was granted on the 
part of the majority, as an "olive branch," and with the 
belief that the Southern delegates returning to their people 
and laying the matter honestly before them, would find tho 

^ majority of them true to the Church and averse to separa- 
tion. These delegates, however, determined upon separation 
Iwfore they left the city, and went home, not to consult with 
the people and try to allay strife and save the unity of the 
Church, but to prepare the people to submit, unresistingly, 
to the disintegration of the Church. Up to the time, how- 
ever, of the final action of the Louisville Convention, many 
of ua believed that in case a Southern Church was organieed, 
it would maintain the old landmarks of Methodism, and 
carry out the spirit and letter of the plan of separation. 

It was claimed that the radical vievrs of agitators in the 
North had created a feeling in the South that greatly em- 
barraascd our work in that section, and that the antislavery 
rules and spirit of the Church could be much more effi- 
ciently enforced if the cry of Northern interference could be 
arrested. There was plausibility in this position. We felt 
its force in the Kanawha district. Had the delegates gone 
home and represented the action of the General Conference 
in the true spirit by which it was actuated, my belief is 
that it would have allayed in great measure what discon- 
tent then existed. Or if, upon a calm and honest interchange 
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of views, it had been decided to orgaaize h separate Church, 
with the avowed purpose of waiDtainiDg sacredly the old 
laodmarks of Methodism, the separatioD might have been 
coDaummated in accordance with the provisions of the plan 
without serfous friction. I was inviwd to atleod the Louis- 
ville ConventioD, but m; duties were such ae to make it 
impracticable for me to do so. I addressed the Convention, 
b; letter, through Bishop Soule. expressing my convictioDs 
touching the interests of the Kanawha district. I then 
thought that should a. separate Church be organized in good 
faith, in accordance with the plan, it would be beet that 
all ibe territory within the slave States should be embraced 
in that Church. 

Immediately after the organization of the new Church. 
however, its animus indicated such a hostility to genuine 
antislavery Methodism, and such a determinatJoQ to swal- 
low up the people in the new organization, without regard 
either to their wishes or the plan of separation, that I found 
I could not in conscience either be a parly to any such pro- 
cedure, or allow such procedure within the bounds of the 
Kanawha district. I laid the question before the quarterly 
conferences, and, with scarcely a dissenting vot«, they all 
decided to remain in the Methodist Episcopal Church. Tbia 
greatly esasperatod those in the interest of slavery, and 
thenceforth a moat persial«nt effort was made to get me OUl 
of the way, or destroy my influence among the people. One 
instance of the length to which those who became my ene- 
mies would go to injure me, will be all that I will place 
upon the record. 

In Parkerabnrg a minority, in flagrant violation of ibt 
plan of separation, not only received a preacher from tli« 
Church South, but took possession of the church eiiifioe. 
Rather than resort to law or violence, our brethren went to 
work and erected, with great liberality and dispatch, % nev 



churcb. Efforts were made to itithnidute me from attend- 
ing my quarterly-iaeeting at that place, aad a plan was 
coQCOcted to involve me in difficuKj should I corae. G. 
Neal and H. Phelpa were tbe moi^t prominent actors la the 
matter. 

On Sabbath, as I wae passing along the street, Mr. Fbelps 
called to me, and tben approaching me with a smile on his 
face, said, " How do jou do, brother Stewart?" Having re- 
ceived a very insolent letter from him some time previously, 
and well knowing the man, I conversed with him civilly, 
but was careful to be on my guard. He invited me to visit 
him before I should leave the town, I answered perhaps I 
might. He urged me to do so, and I replied that if I did 
not leave town that day perhaps I would call next day. 
We then parted, and I called the attention o£ brother Jen- 
nings, who waa with me, to the guarded manner in which I 
had replied to the invitation. 

I had expected to leave on Monday, but learning on the 
morning of that day that Phelps had what purported to be 
a copy of the letter that I addressed to the Louisville Con- 
vention, and that he waa using it to my injury, and learning 
that several of the Southern preachers had copies of that 
letter whieh they read to their congregation a, and commented 
on at great length to my prejudice, I determined to make 
an effort to see tbe copy, that I might satisfy myself whether 
it was genuine or counterfeit. Monday evening, taking 
brother Wolf with me, I sought aa interview with Mr. 
Phelps, and asked for a copy of the letter he was said to 
have in his possession, He said he had it, but refused to 
give me a. copy of if. I then expressed my wish that he 
would publish it. He said that ho had intended to do so, 
but had ascertained that the cost would bo more than he 
was willing to pay. I proposed that if be would give it to 
me I would pnbliah it. He declined that proposition, where- 
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upon brotlier Wolf and myself bade bim good-by and lerm- 
inated the interview. 

Next morning he ^nt me word that he noald meet ma 
Ht any place thst I would appoint for another interview. 
My friends were divided in their counsel as to the proper 
course U) pursue, but I decided to see him, and bo taking 
an excellent member of our Church, brother Maddnx, wiih 
me, I proceeded to Mr. Phelps's office. I told him thai t 
had not come for controversy, but simply to ask for, and, 
if possible, obtain a copy of the letter said to be written 
by me which he claimed to have in his possession. ARer 
some conversation he absolutely refused to let me have it. 
I asked him if any other person had a copy. He informed 
me Ssmnei Black had a certified copy. '■Can I get a copy 
from him?" I inquired. He answered emphatically, "No." 
As I was about to retire be staled that I had autboritcd 
him lo publish it the night before at mj expense. I (old 
him to give it lo me and it should be published at my ex- 
pense. Of course I could not consent to any other arrangA- 
meot, and prohibited the publication of any thing at my 
expense, unless It went through my hands lo tbe priolrr. 

Learing Parkersburg, 1 proceeded by the way of wy 
father's lo Raveoawood, where my next quarterly -nice ting 
was to be held. I arrived on Saturday, and the ineeting 
commeDced at eleven o'clock, A. M. The services, morning, 
anemoon, and uigbt, gave promise of an excellent meeltng. 

Sabbath morning early Messrs. Ncal and Phelps, of Par- 
kersbnrg, arrived by steamer. The former sought an Jolet- 
view with me, and mnniresled great friendship. Ho con- 
plained that I bad not visited him while in Parkersburg. I 
told him frankly that I did not feel safe to do to. Tin 
quarterly-meeting was held at a private house, and I Inmrd 
at tbe close of the lovefcast that application bad beea 
made for liberty to address the congregation on an impnr- 
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tant matter of coDtroyersy between the said Phelps and the 
presiding elder. The proprietor of the house ioformed them 
that he had given the use of his house to me for the quar- 
terly-meeting. They then requested him to ask my consent. 
I told him that I had no controversy with Mr. Phelps, and 
if I had, this was neither the place nor the day for such 
business. 

We had a time of refreshing during the love-feast. At 
its close I retired to the woods, to put my case into the 
hands of God. After an intermission of fifteen or twenty 
minutes I commenced the public service. The Lord was 
with me indeed, and the Word was clothed with power. My 
text was, ^^The Lord God is a sun and a shield," etc., and I 
truly felt that while his broad shield was over me I could 
say, ^' I will not fear what man can do unto me." I an- 
nounced a sacramental service for four o'clock, and preach- 
ing at candle-lighting. 

As soon as I pronounced the benediction, Phelps arose 
and stated that there existed a difficulty between himself 
and John Stewart, presiding elder of the Kanawha district, 
involving the important case of veracity. He had procured 
leave of Mr. Fetschur to settle the difficulty at his house, 
and that the presiding elder and congregation were requested 
to attend there for that purpose at two o'clock, P. M. 

As the people were assembling in accordance with that 
appointment, a steamer touched the wharf, and brothers Wolf 
and Diltz, of Parkersburg, stepped ashore. I now saw that 
God proposed to vindicate my cause more promptly than I 
had expected. These good brethren, having learned provi- 
dentially that Neal and Phelps had embarked at midnight for 
Ravenswood, inferred at once that they had some malicious 
intent, and followed them by the next boat. Their arrival 
and presence in the congregation gathered by my enemies 
was exceedingly opportune for me. As I did not attend 



t&e iiw»eting. of eoixzae I stats what o c cmi c d on tlie an- 
tiioritj af mj Meiiiis wha were present. 

Xeal and Phefps botk addzeaxd tlie coi^r^ation, the 
latter protraetm^ his ronarks at great length, apparentlj 
€ir the purpose of d^eatmg the sacramental serrice of the 
aftemoon. He read and conuaented on the copj of a letter 
which he had rinsed to gire ae. He also read two affi- 
daiits. pwrporting to be ftooi persons who had heard our 
piCTions conrersation in regard to the publication of the 
aaid letter at inj expense. One of them stated that I had 
coosented that Phelps might publish and I wonld pay the 
cost. The other understood that I consented to publish it, 
if giren to me, at mj own expense. 

Brothers Wolf and Dilta then reported themseWes to the 
congregation ; announced that thej had personal knowledge 
of the &ct ; had just arriTed from Parkersburg, and, if thej 
could be permitted to do so, would state the facts in the 
case. Mj accusers would not allow them to speak. The 
people DOW began to open their eyes. 

Bev. D. G. 3Iorrell, who was also a lawyer and com- 
manded great respect, asked the attention of the congrega- 
tion for one minute only. It was granted. He stated that 
they had been listening for boars to bear something that 
would fix a stain upon the moral character of their presid- 
ing elder. He has been charged with falsehood, and in 
support of the charge two affidavits, taken in bis absence 
and without bis knowledge, have been read. They are ex- 
parte evidence which would be thrown out of any court. 
Here are two men whose testimony would be competent 
evidence, who claim to know the facts and wish to state 
them, but they are not permitted to do so. The claim that 
the presiding elder would allow the publication of the letter 
without seeing it, at his expense, is unreasonable, and the 
aocusers have utterly failed. He expressed the opinion that 
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the presiding elder had lost nothing in the coufidence of 
the people by the proaecation. 

It broke down so utterly as to appear almost a farce. 
My accusers took their departure by the first boat, greatly 
chagrined, and my fricods returned with them, happy that 
they had been able to foi] a malicious purpose. I might 
have enlightened the people touching the moral character 
of Mr. Phelps and the experiences the Church had had 
with him, but I could well afford to spare him under the 
circumstaaces. 

Having written to Bishop Soule during the seflsion of the 
fiOuisville Convention the famous letter which afterward, in 
its various editions, became a sort of text- book for iSoulhern 
border preachers, and having made repented unsuccessful 
endeavors to get a copy of the said letter, I wrote to 
Bishop Soule again, April 28, 1846, taking care this time to 
preserve a copy of my letter. In it I gave him a detailed 
and faithful eshibit of the state of faels in the bounds of 
the Kanawha district. The following extracts from that let- 
ter may be of interest to the reader; 

"I saw, after a careful examination of the plan of the 
General Conference and the action of the Louisville Con- 
vention, that the line separating the two Churches was 
fixed, and could be altered only by a vote of a majority in 
a society, itation, or Coriferenef. on the border of the two 
Conferences ; and that if a majority of any society, station, 
or Conference on the border voted to belong to the Church 
on the other side of the line, then the line was changed so 
as to conform to that vote. It then became a permanent 
line, and each Church was bound by it. Interior charges 
were, therefore, to remain in the unmolested care of the 
Church within whose bounds they were located. I have 
no disposition to discuss the merits of the plan itself, but 
I assume that the Bishops of both Churches intend ia 
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conform to h. I do not belieye that the Bishops of either 
Church will knowingly aend men over the lines thus eatab- 
Ibhed. Now I wish to ooinmuiiicat« to you the faota touch- 
ing the Kananha district: 

"We hare thirteen circuits and one station, though the 
station is now attached to the Little Kanawha circuit. We 
have six circuits that border on the Ohio Kiver, and Ibar 
that border on the Southern Church. Theite latter «» 
Wayne, Logan, Coal Biter, and Fayette. In regard 
to these I wish to give you particular iufuriuation. 

" Wayne circuit has from sis to seven hundred meniben, 
not more than one hundred of whom have signified k *ri^ 
to belong to the Church South. It hiLS six eooialies that 
border on the Kentucky Conference. They arc as follows: 
1. Uatlon'i, three miles from the mouth of Sandy lUver. 
It has twenty-seven members, twenty of whom adhere 10 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 2. Ruund Bottom, twelve 
miles from Hattou's and fifteen from the moulh of Sandy. 
It is a large society, and all the members adhere to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 3. Pcrry't, three mites from 
Round Bottom, and eighteen from the mouth of Sandy. 
It is a large society and all remaiu. 4. Mill Orrrk, tiioe 
miles from Ferry's and twenty-seven from the nioulk of 
Sandy. The society numbers forty-eight, and thirty-eight 
of them remain with the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
The fifth society is at the FalU of Tugg ; a Urge aoeiely, 
and all but one remain in the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and that one desires license to preach. The FulU of Tugg 
are eight miles from Mill Creek, and thirty-five mitos from. 
the moulh of Sandy. Tho sixth society is at Vupleif't, Xta 
milea from the moulh of Tugg, and furly-five IVuni the 
mouth of Sandy. That ia a large society, and all lanaiii 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

■'Next in order is Louan circuit. It strelthcs klong the 
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fae about forty miles. On that circuit, every society has 
resolved to remain in the Methodist Episcopal Church. At 
their last quarterly- meeting last year, the conference — aay 
thirty in number — voted to rcmuiu, and I am informed that 
only three persons in the whole circuit would prefer to 
belong to the new Church organization. 

"The next on the border is Coal River circuit. It 
atretchea along the lioe say thirty miles. The quarterly 
conference on this charge also passed a unanimous vote to 
remain where they they ire. Not an individual on the 
charge desires to adhere South. 

" The next charge is Fatette circuit. Brother Jlorrison, 
the preacher, has informed me that not more than ten in 
the whole circuit had expressed a wish to go South. 

" I have taken great pains to ascertain the facts, and to 
the heat of my knowledge the foregoing are the facts in the 
case. Now to the point to irhich I desire especially to call 
your attention. 

"Notwithstanding the facta above stated, a Southern 
preacher has crossed these circuits, penetrated the interior 
of the district, and formed a circuit spreading across Wayne, 
Guyandotte, and Point Pleasant circuits. He has three 
or four appointments in the hounds of Wayne, sis or seveu 
in the bounds of Guyandotte, and three in the bounds of 
Point Pleasant. At some of these appointments he has 
majorities, and at some of them minorities. At seven of 
them the preachers of both Churches preach. The presid- 
ing elder of the Maysville dbtrict, Kentucky Conference, 
Church Siiuth, has held two quarterly- meetings for that 
new circuit ao eonstituled. I have believed that this course 
has been pursued either without the authority of the Bishops 
of the Church South, or that they have authorized the for- 
mation of the circuit without a knowledge of the facts in 
the case. I have believed, too, that Bev. Mr, Harrison, 
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tlifl presiding elder, and Rev. Mr. M'Gee, the ciicuit 
preaclier, h^ve been deceived, or they would Dot have 
crosBed the line iu such palpuhle violaiioD of the law in the 
ease. I could have penetrated the Kentucky Conference if 
I had deemed it right to do bo. One circuit, by a uniDi- 
nious vote of its quarterly conference, decided lo reniniD in 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, but I have steadily de- 
clined acting otherwise than in strict conformity to the plin 
of separation. I will give you briefly the state of facta on 
the several ehargee on this district at the present time. 

" Pakkershdrg, of two hundred and 3ne members, re- 
turned lust year one hundred aud eighteen ; are under 
the care of brother Dillon. On the Little Kanawiu 
circuit, at my last quarterly -meeting, not more than one 
hundred had determined to connect themselves with ihn 
Church South. That is less than one-fifth of the member- 
ahip. On Ravenswood no action has been taken this year. 
PerhapB one-fourth might prefer to go. On RiFLEr Sam- 
uel Black has been preparing the people, for nearly two 
yearB, to go South, and I am told that he has gone met 
with as many members as he could induce to go with him. 
It is B rough and broken circuit, but it lies in the oenter 
of the district, so that it would be very inconvenient for vs 
to lose it, or for you to servo it. Perhaps three-foaribs of 
its members would now prefer lo go South. On PaiKT 
Pl.KABANT circuit perhaps one-fifth prefer to go. On (JcT- 
ANDOTTE circuit six hundred and forty-five were returoML 
Of them sixty-six were colored people. Apart from them, 
brother Smith says, three hundred and fifty have aigBwl 
resolutions to remain where tbey are. I have ainoAj 
spoken of Wayne ; perhaps one-seventh on LouAM ; C'OAL 
River, not one iu two hundred; on Faykttk, not aa*- 
sixth I 00 SoMERViLLE, perhaps one-third; iin Si:ttok, per- 
haps one-tbird; on Elk Rives, none; 01 
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qiTcuit, not to exceed one-fourth, I believe that those 
tea will bo found ¥ery near correct. 

"I am aware that great effort has been made to mialeud 
you in regard to the state of facts in this district. The 
two Spnrlocka and the two M'Comases, all men of talent 
and influence, are working hard for the South. I have been 
much misrepresented, but I think I havo been consistent 
with myself and the Chnrch from the beginning. 

" With my best wishes for your personal welfare, yours 
most respectfully," etc. 

During this controversy the emissaries of the Church 
South were continually harping on the fact that the preach- 
ers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, supplying the Kn- 
nawha district, were from Ohio, and not in sympathy 
with the people of Virginia. The conviction gradually 
fised itaelf upon my mind, that the interests of tbe Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church would be best promoted by the or- 
ganization of a Western Virginia Conference. Finding 
that my preachers, and the people with whom I consulted, 
agreed in this opinion, I began to shape matters for tha 
securing of that end. In pursuance of this plan, I opened 
a correspondence with the presiding elder of the Rocking- 
ham diRtrict of the Baltimore Conference, and advocated 
the measure in the columns of the Western Christian Ad- 
vocate. The proposition met with favor, and I had the 
pleasure, at the nest General Conference, of assisting to 
make it tbe law of the Church. The results have been such 
as I anticipated. The Church has not only maintained her 
ground, hut has grown and prospered, and, when the spirit 
of secession developed itaelf against the flag of tbe Union, 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, in the bounds of the 
Western Virginia Conference, was sound to the core and 
true to the country. Their blood has fertilised their na- 
tive mountains, but some of them still live to recount the 
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onAjcttw a»-i icfflioe im ikt Tktories they achieved over rehelfl 
a»i sMmacwstSL botk im Chureh and State. How it would 
^laddea bt heart eould I once more grasp the friendly 
haads ef those VnTe ikb and women I Be faithfnl, my fel- 
hnr-scSdieis. a»i we ehall soon greet each other where " the 
wicked cease &om tronblii^, and the weary are at rest." 
Let wi not cherish in oor hearts any enmity against those 
whoL in their in&teatMML ill>treated ns. They sowed the 
windL and thej hare reaped the whirlwind. Let as pray 
that they may fly from the wrath to come, and find pardon 
jand salTation in the merits of Him who has tanght us to 
Bay. *^ ForgiTO vs oor trespasses as we also forgive them who 
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npHB Ohio Conference met at Piqaa, September 2, 1846, 
-'- Bishop Morris presiding. Received od trial: John 
PheUing, Stephen M. Merrill, Oliver E. Peebles, Michael 
Sheets, Jacob Holmes, Joseph H. Creighton, Jacob Bonham, 
Charles H. Lawton, W. W. Cherington, David A. M'Gin- 
niB, Richard L. Brooks, Charles Bauer, Charles Helnig, 
Frederick Heller, George M. Buah, Lewis Nippert, B. F. 
Deemor, Adam CHne, Conrad Gahn, John M. Hartman, Ja- 
cob Rothweiler, E. H. Peters, Thomas D. Crow, Charles D. 
Meredith, Thomas M. Gossard, Addison Nichols, Alexander 
Nelson, William Porter, Allen W. Tibbits, Truman 8. Cow- 
den, Sanford Haines, Banner Mark, William Wilson, William 
J. Quarry, Francis Guthrie, Lewis A. AtkitiBon^36. Thia 
was a large class, and contained many valuable namea. 
Some of them now occupy leading positions in the Churob, 
and give promise of continued usefulness. 

The names of the following persons were recorded as 
having finished their work and gone to receive their crown : 
John Ferree, Jacob Delay, Benjamin Cooper, and William 
R. Anderson. 

Of Rev. John Ferree, the first on the list, I have already 
spoken in former parts of this narrative. We had been 
associated at different times, both in the pastorate and the 
I had known him intimately, prized him highly, 
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and loved him dearly. Though some may have excelled 
him in shtniag qualities, speaking after the manoer of men, 
very few eicelled him in solid worth ; and perhnps few will 
have a brighter crown than he. He was born November 
22, 1T92, in Lancaster county, Fenn., and died ia Jacksoa 
county, Ohio, October 4, 1845. 

Jucob Delay wan born in PenoHylTania, December IT, 
.1781, and died at his residence in Jackson, Ohio, October 
18, 1845. While he waa young his parents settled in Pick- 
away county, Ohio, where he experienced religion under 
the preaching of the Kev. James Quinn. He was lieenrej 
as a local preacher, in which relation he served the Church 
faithfully for many years. In 1824 be waa received as k 
probationer in the Ohio Conference, of which he continneil 
a member, either on the effective or aupernumerary list, uiitil 
at last he fell at his post and waa called home. His but 
days were peaceful and at times triumphant. In death h« 
left this testimony: "The religion which I have preached 
to others for more than forty years snpports roe in this 
trying hoar." 

Benjamin Cooper was born in Perry county, Ohio, Juno 
3, 1802, and died in Hancock county, Ind., May 13, 1M6. 
He was a bright example of early piety, and was admitled 
as a probationer in the Ohio Conference in 1827, In 1836, 
his health having failed, he was superannuated. He then 
moved to Indiana, where he spent the residue of his dayi. 
His ministry was useful, hia whole life an example, nod hi* 
death a sublime illustration of the sufficiency of the gnM 
of God. 

William R. Anderson was born June 21, 1810, ia Rom 
oonnty, Ohio, and died February 25, 1846. When a Ud 
but fourteen years of age he gave his heart to Ood, and 
joined the Church at a camp-meeting held on Doer Crank 
circuit. In 1836 he joined the Conference. In 1837 kt 
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B my BsaiBtant on Athens circuit. He waB a, young man 
F more than ordinary promise, and labored acceptably and 
usefully to the close of his ministry. When death came he 
was ready. Instead of needing te make preparation for 
another world, he spent hia djing breath in urging upon 
those who were neglecting the Savior to improve their 
present opportunity, and seek the Lord. 

The secession of the Conferences in the slare-holding 
Stales was the leading topic of conversation among the 
preachers at Conference, and there remained among us a few 
brethren who had had sympathy with them. The preachers 
who officiated in the pulpit during the seaaion had liberty, 
and administered the Word with power. Among the young 
men of the Conference, brothers B, S. Foster, J. Miley, 
Moaes Smith, John Dillon, J. S. Inakip, and Joseph T. 
Lewis preached much to the profit of the people. Bishop 
Morris urged me to consent to return to the Kanawha dis- 
trict, but finally yielded to my solieitation and requested 
me to nominate my successor. I nominated David Reed, 
and he was appointed, and proved to be a wiae selection for 
that work. I was appointed to the Portsmouth district. 
The difitriot embraced the following appointments and 
preachers i 

Porlsmouth — David Whitcomb. This station, located on 
the Ohio River at the mouth of the Scioto, was the princi- 
pal charge, and the preacher was the strong man of the 
district. He had clear perception, ready utterance, intimate 
acquaintance with the Scriptures and with systematic the- 
ology, was a close and strong reasoncr, and had a rare power 
of making error look ridiculous and loathsome, and of cloth- 
ing truth and righteousness with beauty and grace. 
' GaUipolw — Charles C. Lybrand. Gentlemanly in appear- 
, dignified in deportment, and respectable in pulpit 
Klity, he always commanded the respect of the Church 
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and people. He had adopted the opioioD that one year 
was long enough for him Ui remain in a charge, and usually 
he packed hia goods before Conference, ready to be shipped 
as soon as he should receive his appointment. 

Pikelmi—Dayid Smith and Truman S. Condeo. As 
brother Smith was aasoeiated with ray work in Virginia, I 
have spoken of him in that connection. Brother Cowdea 
was just commencing hia itinerant life, and gave good prom- 
ise of becoming a valuable worker, which prophecy has been 
abundantly fulfilled. 

Waverley — Joseph Barringer, Addison Hile. Brother 
Barringcr was one of our beat critics, and excelled id the 
exposure of doctrinal errors. He was skillful and able in 
the management of controversy, and diligent and effioient 
as a pastor. I have spoken of brother Hite in oohdooIjoo 
with the Kanawha work. 

Richmond — Clinton W. Sears, He waa a man of on- 
doubted piety, great industry, and superior pulpit ability. 
This was a year to him of much trial. He felt that ho waa 
not in tlie right place, and so failed to realise hie luokl 
auccesa. 

French Grant — ^William R. Llteinger, Lewis A. AtkiDson. 
Brother Litsinger was a man of superior natural ability, 
which compensated in great part for his lack of edacational 
advantages. He made a fine impression among the people, 
and had his stability been equal to his other endowment*, 
he would have been of permanent valne to the Church. 
The junior preacher, just beginning his work, was well re- 
ceived, and until his declining health in after years required 
him to superannuate, brother Atkioson was a worthy and 
beloved pastor. 

BurKn^/on— William T. Hand, W. W. Cherin([tott. Of 
the preacher io charge I have spoken heretofore. Brolk«r 
ChcriuglOD was a luborioas, faithful, and n»cful preacbor, 
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I knd looked well afler the inl^rests of the cJiarges which 
rere intrualed to his care. 

Palriol — -Alfred L. Wentervelt. He was deeply pious 
ind devoted to the work, and was made a great blessing to 
hie charge. 

Gallia — Samuel MadduK, Andrew J. Lyda. I have spoken 
I of brother Maddux heretofore. Brother Lyda was a Vir- 
I giniaa ; educated himself at Augusta College by the avails 
is own ioduatry. He poaseased those aubstaatial quaii- 
rtiea, iudustry, devotion to purpose, and indomitable perae- 
I Toranoe, which give surer promise of ultimate suocesa than 
i rarest taleut and genius without them. He waa be- 
I loved by the people on Gallia circuit, and has gone on in 
even tenor of his useful way until he now stands 
[ KBong the most prominent members of the Western Vir- 
I ginia Conference, of which he is now a member. 

Jach*on — Charles Ferguson, M. Sheets. These brethren 

rere blessed with a most extensive and glorious work of 

\ revival on this charge this year. Of the preacher in 

\ charge — a princely man — I have spoken heretofore. The 

or preacher was an active pastor, diligent and suoeesaful 

I in circulating religious literature among the people, preached 

^od sermons, and did good work. 

Roclcville — Samuel Brown. He, loo, had been among 

Ijny Kanawha preachers. On this charge he felt at home, 

f And earnestly addressed himself to the work. 

My first year's experience on the district was altogether 
I pleasant. The territJiry was somewhat broken and the 
I toads bad. It being an iron region, the heavy teams cart- 
ore, and coal, and iron, and provisions, cut up the roads 
I badly, but it was a great improvement over the Kanawha 
Itnountain rides. The population in the iron region waa 
liAnctiiating, its ebb and flow being controlled by the pros- 
tjerity or depression of the iron interest. The preaob"™ 
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QDil people treated me with marked kiuduesa, aud it was a 
happy year. At the quarterly -meetings of tliose brethren 
who had fought by my side on tlio other aide of the river, 
ne enjoyed a tare feaiit in calling up the memories sod 
rooouiiting the stirring scenes of that warfare. 

As my companion spent a, portion of this year traveling 
with my son, wlio was at that time out of liealth, I spent 
much of my time among the people on the work. We 
hoarded part of the year at Gallipolis and part of the yemr 
at Bichmondale. 

The Conference met at Columbus, Ohio, September 1, 
1S47, Bishop Janes presiding. 

The following persons were adm 
delmeyer, Frederick Schimmelpfeu 
entine BuUduff, George F. Jahnki 
Straucb, Charles Schelper, Nichoj 
James Fry, Moses G. Bennett, Samuel D. Clayton, Jafliea 
A. Taylor, James Mitchell, J. R. Prose, A. Head, H. S. 
Bellman, T. J. M'Mahon, J. B. Hili, W. B. Jackson— 21— 
a class largely composed of Germans to supply that rapidly 
growing and very promising department of our work. 

Bev. Thomas E. Bond, editor of the Advocate and Jour- 
nal, was a visitor at this session, and added to its interest 
by his genial spirit in the social circle and his able minis- 
trations in the pulpit. He preauhed a sermon of gr«at 
clearness and strength on the " new birth." The eleclion 
of delegates for lie ensuing General Conference elicited ooo- 
siderable interest, and the following persons were ehosca 
James B. Finley, C. Elliott, Jacob Young, G. W. Walker, 
J. S. Tomlinson, William Nast, William Horr, 
TrimUle, J. F. Wright, John Stewart. I had not antioi 
paled being elected, but in view of my intimate vcijoaint- 
ance with the necessities of the border work, I was grati- 
fied that I should hare the opporlanily to mpr«s«nt it. 
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The boundarieB of my district were slightly changed by 

I transfer of Waverlj circuit from it to the ChilJicothe 

[district, and the addition of M'Arthurstown circuit from 

; Marietta district. The district was manned this year 

s follows : 

Portsmouth, David Whitcomb ; Gallipolis, William T. 
Haud; Piketon, D. Smith, L, A. Atkinson; Richmond, Jo- 
seph Ban-inger; French Grant, William R. Litainger, T. 
J. M'Mahon; Burlington, Alfred L. Wastervelt; Patriot, 
Levi W. Munsell; Gallia, OrriUe C. Slielton, Michael 
Sheets; Jackson, Charles Ferguson, W. W. Cherington 
Kockville, Samuel Brown | M'Arthurstown, William T 
Metcalf, Richard Pitzer. 
^ft In the new men brought into my district I found 
^Httable woi'kers. The last one on my list, especially, greatly 
^^6ndenred himself to me by his untiring industry and 
flagging devotion to the work. In the Spring I took 
Stewart to Athens county, to visit at my father's and among 
our family connections, while I should attend the session 
of the General Conference at Pittaburg. Taking a steamer 
at the mouth of Hocking, I was gratified to find on board 
Rev. Joseph S. Tomlinson, D. D,, and Rev. J. F. Wright, 
D. D,, of our delegation. Tliey were both able men and 
genial companions, and made the journey a very pleasant 
one. Saturday night found U3 at Beaver, and heing un- 
willing to give our example in favor of Sabbath travel, we 
landed and spent the Sabbath in the village, and preached 
the Gospel to the people. Taking boat again on Monday 
we arrived at Pittsburg, and were soon assigned to com- 
fortable quarters. I had the pleasure of rooming with my 
early and esteemed friend, Rev. E. H. Pilcher. The C' 
^Kfereuco being organized and the committees raised, I fin' 
^^fefself on the committee to examine the Confer^ 
^^nla, which afforded me ample work. 
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The great seceasion occupied tnueh of tlie time of the 
Conference, and at times the diaeuEsion was impasHioDed aod 
eloquent. A delegatiou from the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South was in attendance, but was not recognised, 
the Conference feeling that the indorsement of Blavery by 
that Charch, as well as their flagrant violation of the "pl*ii 
of separation," made it impossible for us to frateroiie with 
them without giving indorsement to iniquity. BJahop Soulo 
Bat in the gallery much of the time, and during some por- 
tions of the diacua^ion, especially while Dr. Curry wsa ad- 
dressing the Conference, heard strictures upon his coors* 
that must have produced a profound impression on his niind 
in regard to his responsibilily. Dr. Diion, President of the 
Wealeyan Conference of Great Britain, was with us, and 
added much to the interest of the session. In dignity aod 
gracefulness of personal presence, and in strength, wisdoin, 
and eloquence of pulpit uiinistratioDi>, he had few equile. 
When after his return to England he published his notes 
of the visit to us, we were much surprised and disappointed 
to find that bis sympathies were evidently somewhat witli 
the pro-slavery branch of the Church. This, from onr 
English brethren who could hardly fraternize with aa bat«- 
tofore on account of our connection with slavery, we oouUI 
hardly under stand. 

Returning to my district I found the preachers generallj 
faithfully at their vrork, and the rest of the year waa »oo« 
passed in the labors of my large and interesting 6eld. We 
boarded this year in the family of brother Barringor, oo 
the Richmond circuit, and enjoyed there the society of ex- 
cellent Christians and good neighbors, such as the Juncsoa 
and Druninionds, Davises, Ridenonrs, Gundys, Dtwaona, 
Watsons, and Claypoles, from whom we received Tsrj Ite- 
quont proofs of their kind regard. 

The Conference met nt Newark, Lirkinft county, 0^ B«p. 
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tember 27, 1848, BiKliop Ilamline presiding. The foUow- 

' persons were received on trial: Benjamio P. Wheat, 

I John W, KoBB, Gilbert C. Townley, James F. Given, Joseph 

:. CreiglitOQ, Conrad Bier, John H. Westei-velt, John 

icken, Levi Heiss, Ferdinand A. Saoder, Enoch West, John 

Haight, Michael Kauffman, Samuel Middteton, Andrew B. 

[ See, William H, Black, Samuel M. Bright, James T. Bull, 

f John W. Ferree, Joseph C. Harding, Isaac B. Fish, David 

A. Dryden, Hiram W. Curry, Smith Hill, Jacob Adams, 

Neriah ReJfern, Joseph Blackburn, Timothy Wone?, Lafaj- 

' ette Van Cleve— 29— a 
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d good 
had died during the past year, 
were placed on the record at this Con- 
alnn and William Parish, 
was one of the pioneers of the Western 
if the patriarchs of our ministry, having 
entered the ministry before the beginning of the present 
ceutury, and having commenced his labors in the Western 
Conference in 1804. He was of Irish descent, born in 
■Washington county, Penn., in 1775, and died at his residence, 
near Hillsboro, 0., December 1, 1847. In childhood Lis 
educational advantages were small, but such was his thirst 
for knowledge that he formed habits of reading and study 
which resulted in the accumulation of a rich store of knowl- 
edge. The class of appointments which he filled during 
his connection with the work in Ohio is evidence of hia 
high standing among his brethren. He was presiding elder 
twelve years, was stationed in cities six years, and was eight 
times sent to the General Conference. He was an able the- 
ologian and an admirable preacher. During his last illnf 
he delighted in meditating upon the exceeding grea.t and 
precious promises, and frequently quoted this pas 
the Psalmist: " My flesh and my heart failerii, hut Go 
Uie Btrength of my heart, and my portion foreve 
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Brother Parish was born near Lexington, Ky. He ifu 
admitted to the Qhio Conference in 1837, and died at Himta- 
Tille, Butler county, Oliio, October 17. 1847. He was a 
man of warm sympathies and high sense of honor, and 
preached the Qospel with zeal, ability, and succesB. Bis last 
sickness was protracted and severe, bnt his confidence in 
God was unshaken, and bis mind was kept to peace. About 
an hour before hia departure, he testified, with great confi- 
dence, that the Gospel which he preached to others sup- 
ported him in the near approach of death. 

On reaching the seat of Conference, I was surprised to 
find the Bishop and all of his counsel, except myself, in 
seaaion, and the work of stationing, except my own district, 
well-nigh completed. Bishop Hamline explained to me, 
that for the purpose of ecouomiziug time, he had HOnt no- 
tices to the presiding elders to meet him a few days bafore 
the BeasioD of the Conference. The notice had failed to 
reach me, but, as they had dealt fairly with me in my ab- 
sence, neither my district nor my preachers had suffered any. 
My wort was supplied this year as follows: Portsmoulh, 
P. P. Ingalls; Gallipolis, William T. Hand; Piketon, L A. 
Atkinson and 8. Parker; Richmond, Samuel Browii; Wa- 
verly, D. Smith and J. T. Bail; French Grant, .laine« T. 
Hulliday and M. Sheets; Bnrlington, A. L. Wester* el t mi4 
J. W. Ferree; Patriot, W. W. Cheringtoo; Gallia, O. C. 
Shelton and B. St. James Fry; Jackson, Le»i Munnell and 
Jacob Adams ; Maysrille, J. F. Chalfant and C. 0. Meredith. 

The boundaries of the district were this year gi«at]y en- 
larged by adding to it the Kentucky work. This year the 
cholera prevailed extensively, and especially along th« Ohio 
River there was great mortality, and, as my dislriet Uy 
along that river all the way from Majsville, Ky., to QalU- 
polis, I was ntuch exposed nnd frequently thrcBloned with 
the premonitory symptoms. I had a very dangerous attack 




during one of mj visits at Portsmouth, and probubly, but 

r tUe skillful and un remit Ling care of Dr. W. H. M'Dowell, 

I shoulil not have Eurvived it. So greut irore the probubil- 

3 that I would be carried off with the disease, that for 

[ made my arraugemetitfi ench diiy and uight, 

3 that if I should be cut down in an hour, my preparation, 

1 regard to things both temporal and spiritual, might be 

I - complete, I looked death squarely in the face, and rejoiced 

to know that if the earthly laberuiicle should fall, I had a 

building of God on high. 

Several of the pveacliers in my district this year were 
low asBociuted with me lor the first time, but amoog them 
I fouod workers of great value and promise. P, P. Ingalls, 
though much younger than his predecessor, filled the charge 
at Portsmouth with great success. He had a clear intellect, 
a sweet spirit, a winning manner, an eloquent tongue, and 
good executive ability, and rapidly took position in the hearts 
of the people. To me bo was like a very affectionate son 
I the Gospel, and both myself and companion are under 
lasting obligations to him and his excellent companion for 
attentions. Brother Parker this year did more 
work and beUer than ho had done for years before, and 
I made himself of value lo the charge. Brother Hulliduy 
fully sustained (he recommendation that his former presid- 
r had given him, and proved to be an efficient Moth- 
odist preacher. Brother Bail was a young mnn on trial. 
j My esperieuce with bim this year was such as to produce 
[ the expectation that his itinerant course would be a success. 
Brother Ferree was a noble scion of a noble stock. He wan 
lovely and beloved, but his race, though fc^ —>h 

destined to be brief. Brother Fry wsMI 
great activity, both of body and niind. Bk 

I he would make ao able preacher, 
nan in tnatterB pertaining to the j 
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1 was a noble ppecinien of a Chriatiao gentle- 
uao. A slight monotony in hia style of delivery detiactcd 
omewtat from hia pulpit popularity, but, batiog lliat, he 
vaa loved and priied by all V'ho were about him. 

Brothers Chalfant and Meredith, on the Muysville charge, 
tere both valuable men, and popular with ibe people. TUe 
preacher in charge waa a remarkably ready and furntble 
preacher, and often rose to an elevated style of eloquence. 
My viaits to the Kentucky work, though a great sddiUuo 
to my labors, were very pleasaut. Having endured much 
persecution, the membership od that charge were generatlj' 
bound to each other and to the Church of their olioice 
with au ardent affection. Tbey came long distaoces to *t- 
tend the quarterly -meeting, and greatly prized tbeae Bp««UI 
. On such occasions we had a genuine ei- 
hibitiou of Kentucky Methodist hospitality. The residewwB 
of such as John Armstrong and M. A. Uutchios, at Mays- 
ville, aud the Bullocks, at StewartB Chapel and Orangefille, 
and Uncle Jesse Hambrick, at Canaan, were open to their 
utmost capacity. A bitter and prescriptive spirit had Tented 
itself toward many of our people, and they were remtuded 
of earlier days, when the disciples took joyfully the apoiUuK 
of their goods, and rejoiced that they were counted worthjr 
to suffer shame for Christ's sake. 

One of my assistants, ud earnest nod holy inAD, Rer. A. 
L. Weatervelt, this year fell at hia post, and aaccuded to 
in, but, as I have adopted the plan of giviog obitiurj 
notices in connection with tbe Coufercuoe at which Um ut> 
Donncemeut of the death was made, I will notice thb good 
brother further in that connection. The year, on the whole, 
had been one of prosperity. 

The Confcreuoe met at Dayton, Ohio, August 19, 1B49, 
Bishop Wuugh presiding. The following brctkrva ntn 
admitted on triitl : Thomas Lee, Isaao J. Boall, Banjai^ 
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■■©laascock, 'William Cheever, Edward P. Hal!, George W. 

' Brush, Asa S. M'Coy, George H. Reed, John M. Leaviit, 

Samuel C. Riker, Edward C. Merrick, William G. Smitli, 

William B. Zink, Alanaon Fleming, Stephen C. Frampton, 

James H. Hopkioa, Jotn E!lis, William Fitzgerald, William 

L M. Smith, Dewitt C. Howard, Oliver M. Spencer, William h. 

[.Hjpea, Thomas J. N, Simmons, John F. Loyd, Isaac Neff, 

'eregrine, Isaac D. Day, Christian Vogel, Eenevil 

Browmiller, William Gejcr, Peter Snyder, William Dressier, 

j Charles Dierking, Frederick Heidmejer, Conrad Mtith, 

I Jrederiok Decker, Philip Doerr, William Flocken— 38— a 

K'lirge class, containing much valuable material. 

: following brethren had been transferred from the 

F Church miUtant to the Church triumphant during the past 

r year: Beojamin Lakin, Nathan Emery, Asa B. Stroud, 

I Martin Wolf, Alexander Morrow, Alfred L. Weatcrvelt— 

—the largest number that had ever bee 

minutes aa having died during one Coi 

Benjamin Lakin was one of the 
He was a native of Maryland, but i 
when quite young. He commenced 1 
ing preacher in 1794, and closed his 
ruary, 18i9. During a considerable 
tracted ministry his name stood on tl 
but all of the strength given him was freely dedicated to 
God. In his early days in the ministry he preached with 
great power and ancceas, and during his whole life occupied 
K high position as a Christian and a preacher of the Gos- 
pel. Though in the eighty-second year of his age, and the 
fifly-fourth of his ministry, when his last sickness arrested 
him he had several appointments outstanding. He re- 
marked to a friend concerning one of tliem, " If I live I 
will fill it, and if I die it will have to fall through." Hia 
work was done, and he went up to receive his reward. 
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Nathan Emery was another of the fathers in Israel. H« 
was born August 5, 1780, in Cumberland count;, Mains; 
ooiiimenceJ traveling in 1799, and went up to take hU 
erown May 27, 1849. The largest portion of hia active 
Diiaistry was spent in New Engiand, but from the year 
1821 to the time of hia death he resided in Ohio, nnd part 
of that time traveled as a raeinber of the Ohio Conference. 
Sweet and amiable in spirit, practical and earnest iu labors, 
he was popular and useful. He had Ql^en feared, or rather 
dreaded, the last conflict with the king of terrors. When 
convinced that death was near at hnod, ho besought the 
Lord for dying grace. His prayer was answered, and tlie 
grace abundantly bestowed. Visions of giory passed before 
his enraptured soul, and gazijjg upward, with hia laet expir- 
ing breath, he exclaimed, "Upl upl npl" and he mounUd 
tho chariot of Qod. 

Asa E, Stroud was bom April 11, 1807, He was nd- 
mitled to probation in the Ohio Confereoce in 1830. and 
apent the first years of bis ministry on some of the nigged 
circuits of the Kanawha district. He afterward filled vari- 
ous appointments in Ohio, and filled them well. During 
his last year the cholera prevailed about bim, but like a 
brave and fiiithful shepherd he cared for the flock, iievcr 
for a moment shrinking from the post of duty. During his 
last illness he often said, "Oood is the will of the Lord 
concerning me," and September 23, 1849, he sweetly fell 
asleep in Jesus. 

Martin Wolf fell at bis post in Uie midst of a gracious 
revival of religion ou his charge. Ho had in the k«gta- 
ning of his Christian life made sacrifices for the cauM of 
God and Methodism, his parents having given him ilia 
alternative of abandoning home or Methodism. He gan 
up all for Christ, and thenceforth became an caruMt Chria- 
tian. In 1836 he was admitted on probation in tks OUo 
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f Conference, and after an indnatrioua and Bucceasful ministry 

vea suddenly cut ilowa with cholera, July 10, 1S49. 

Alexander Morrow was born in Northumberland counly, 

I Pennsylvania, March 31, 1800; removed to Ohio in 1818, 

settled in Ross county. He afterward removed to 

t Crawford county, and in 1827, under the labors of Rev. 

[ Arza Brown, he was led to the Savior. In 1833 he joined 

i traveling connection, and continued to labor faithfully 

d Bucceaafully until February 27, 1849, when he was 

Buddenly seized with siclcnesg during his quarterly-mcctiDg 

, at Ueorgetowu, Ohio. The meeting had been protracted, 

md the Church was all aglow with the revival fire. He 

1 Buffered sis days, and then entered into rest. About two 

I tours before hia death he said, "It is getting dark," and 

I then realizing that it was the shadows of death, he added, 

"I shall walk through the valley and shadow of death 

' and fear no evil." After the power of speech had failed 

him he raised his hands and clapped them in holy triumph, 

ind thus he passed away to his rest in heaven. 

red L. Westervelt died of cholera, July 31, 1849, in 

I the 29th year of his age. His attack was violent, and the 
terrible diseaae rapidly aceompliahed ita work. At ten 
o'clock, A. M,, he was well; at twelve, M., he felt unwell; 
at three, P. M., he was in a collapse state, and at eight and 
» half, P. M., he calmly fell asleep in Jesus. He was a 
tumble, holy, and useful minister of the G-oapel; met 
death without fear, counseled his companion in regard to 
her future course, and having taught his people, by precept 

I and example, how to live, he now taught them how to die. 
I preached his funeral discourse to a deeply sympathizing 
and bereaved people, and we laid his remains away in sure 
■nd blessed hope of immortality. 
At this session of the Conference began the agitation of 
;tiie "pew question" among as. Bev. George W. Walker, 
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presidu^ elder of DijtoD district, and Rev. J. S. Iiukip, 
llie stationed preacher in the first charge, Dajton, bad come 
in conflict on this question. As jet there woa Dot a peweil 
boose in the Ohio Coorerence, aud the prencbers and people 
generallj were moch averse to the iotroduction of bach. la 
■11 of our churches the old practice of the wen and wometi 
Siting apart prevailed, and to the majority of our people th« 
proposition to deviate in bd; iostaDce from this prsctJce 
vas ftanght with peril to the Church. After the matier 
was eanvased, brother loskip promised the Conference 
that he woald cease to agitate the question, and if he should 
ibereafter feel it to be his dntj to agitate it be would retira 
from his Conference connection. 

I was returned to Portsmouth district, with the following 
corps of assisUots: Portsmouth, P. P. IngalUi Gallipolia^ 
Samuel Bateman ; Gallipolia circuit, James H. Hopkin*, 
James A. Tajlor; Gallia, L. W. Munscll; Piketon, S. Par- 
ker, J. W. Fenee; Kichmond, Samuel Maddux; Ironton, 
James T. Hatlidaj, Isaac Neff; Wheelersburg, W. T. Hand. 
Dcwitt C. Howard ; Burlington, J. II. M'Cutcben, J. Adams ; 
Patriot, W. W. Cherington; M' Arthurs to wo, C. II. Warren, 
Asa MCoj; Jackson, 0. C. Shelton, L. A. Atkinson. 

Several of the charges had been divided, so that much 
of the same territory appeared on the minutes under new 
The new pastors brought into my district provvd 
to be good men and true. Brother Bateman this jear had 
hb first experience as n stationed preacher. Uo poesMsed 
isual aooial power, and both in the pulpit and paatonl 
k succeeded. He iras a choice man. Brothcia IIop- 
B and Tajlor succeeded well. The junior preuchcr had 
just oomnienced his itinerant life, and ihe preacher in 
charge had brought from the local ranks, where be had 
long served the Church, both experience and ability. I]« 
1 excellent circuit man. Brother Noff, a joong i p^i 
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just received on trial, was exceedingly modest and unas- 
'suming. He failed in his pulpit efforts again and again 
until the people consented that he should retire from the 
circuit. He still felt, however, that he was called to the 
work, and that Grod had work for him to do. He went 
home and gave himself to prayer and study, came back to 
the next Conference, received an appointment, went to it, 
and succeeded. Thenceforward his itinerant life was suc- 
cessful. Brother Howard was a young man of excellent 
natural ability and prepossessing manners. He succeeded 
well this year; afterward married Miss Rankin, of a leading 
Methodist family, at Newark, Ohio, and connected himself 
with the Rock River Conference, where he labored with ac- 
ceptability and usefulness until the breaking out of the war. 
His supposed want of sympathy with the administration 
rendered him unacceptable, and he finally joined the Epis- 
copal Church and entered its ministry. The last that I 
knew of him he was earnestly engaged in the ministry of 
that Church, and doing good work. Brother Warren was 
diligent as a pastor and successful as a preacher. He had 
a passion for the natural sciences, and had acquired very 
respectable cabinets in geology, mineralogy, botany, and 
zoology. He had a good head and a very large and warm 
heart. Brother M'Coy was a young man of much promise, 
and has since transferred to the Missouri Conference, where 
he has made his mark as a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed. 

I had been exceedingly happy in my association with my 
preachers, and this year it seemed to me that I had about 
the cream of the Ohio Conference. 

As my son was this year traveling as agent for the Ohio 
Wesleyan University, I took occasion of his canvass of my 
district to make a visit to the West. He held one round 
of quarterly-meetings for me, while my companion and 
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injGelf visited our frieodi 
bn^y to CiDcianati, we 
"Rainbow" for St, Louis. 
IlltDois, visiting mj brotbi 



I Iowa. Taking our horse and 
.barked on board the steamei 
hence we went by land throogh 
-in-law, Witliam Gamble, aod 



' friends; then crossed into Iowa, at Fort MadiMD, 
and visited my brothers, William and Alejcander Stewart, 
in Lee county, and tny sister Sally, st Marshall, in Heory 
county, and a, goodly Dumber of old Ohio friends who had 
emigrated to the West. At Burlington I eojoyed a visit 
with Eev. I. I. Stewart, the pastor of the Church in that 
place, an old and valued fiiend of mine. We had expected 
our son, J. W. Stewart, at Burlington, but afler remaining 
as long as we could, we left for home, and he, having 
been detaiaed for want of a steamer, arrived a few hours 
afl«r we had started for home. We returned by carriage 
through SpriDgSeld, Illinois, Terre Haute and Indifluapolifl, 
Indiana, and Cincinnati, Ohio. It had been to ua a pleas- 
ant vacation from the district work, and we returned tn 
devote our renewed energies as best we could in getting lh« 
district in the best possible order for the cloaing op of our 
constitutional term on it. 

The four years on this district had been full of rich o- 
perience and profitable fellowships. Were I to place on 
the record the names of all those who were endeared to m« 
on the several charges, I should swell this volnme beyond 
reaaonable bounds. The eastern portion of the district had 
belonged to "Letart Falls " circuit, which I traveled in 181(1. 
snd a few survived with whom I could recount the wooe* of 
those early days, Methodism had Uken Grm hold of the 
soil; had grown into a strong and vigorous tree, and mal- 
titndes were now enjoying the refreshment of its shade. 
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THE Conference met at Cliillicotlie, Ohio, September 18, 
1850, Bishops Morria and Janes presiding. The fol- 
I lowing persons were received on probation ; George Reiter, 
[■.Gottlieb Nachtreib, Hughes Rehm, Peter B. Baker, Henry 
iXnkemyer, Henry T, M'G-ill, Tboinas M. Thralls, Thomna 
ICoUett, John F. Marlay, Joseph C. Reed, John W. Cassatt, 
I Amos Wilson, John 0. Maddy, John J. Thompson, Silas 
f Bennett, Jhomas L. Lloyd, George W. Harris, Samuel T. 
i Creighton, William Morris, Joseph Tiffany, Alfred Beall, 
[ James M, Cavin— 22— a good class, in some of whom I felt 
1 a special interest, having introduced them into the ministry. 
Brothers Warrington and Williams had crossed the river 
Lef death during the past year, but they crossed at the 
"Christian's ford." Rev. C. B. Warrington was born in 
tHanchester, Eogland, March 13, 1814; admitted to proba- 
' tion in the Ohio Conference in 1842, and died, afler a, brief 
hot painful illness, February, 1850. Brother Warrington 
was an evangelist, and many led to the Savior by him will 
doabtless rise up tn claim him as their spiritual father at 
the coming of the Lord Jesus. He was a man of cultivated 
mind, sweet spirit, great tenderness of heart, and a burning 
^_ leal for God. 

^L Rev. Oliver P. WUliams was born April 13, 1814, and 
^H'-in 1838 went from the praotice of medicine to the work of 
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a Methodist traTeling preaclier. He was a solid, 
ing, faitliful man, wbose light was shining as well from his 
dailif walk as from the pulpit from which he preached ihe 
Word. While on Venice circuit he was attacked with in- 
flammatioD of the brain, from the effects of which he did 
not recover until the great Head of the Church called biiu 
to his home above. 

At this Couference we again had the question of " pewed 
Bittings" up in a new and exciting form. As staled in a 
former chapter, Rev. John S. Inskip had promised to desist 
from agitating the question among the people of his charge, 
or retire from the Conference. He uow came to the Con- 
ference charged with having failed to keep good his prom- 
ise. Dr. Tomlinson and James B, Finley espoused hia 
cause, and Jacob Young and Granville Moody prosecuted 
him. The verdict of the Conference was a censure. Brother 
Inskip, however, appealed hia case to the General Con- 
ference. 

I was appointed to Deer Creek circuit with Rev. David 
Surgent for my colleague, and Rev. James M. Jamison fur 
my presiding elder. I waa much pleased with both of 
them. The presiding elder was a very instrnctive preacher, 
and looked carefully after the interests of the Church in 
his district. Brother Sargent was a good preacher, sod at- 
tended faithfully to his work. 

My appointment to this charge was grateful to my feel- 
ings on many accounts. The stale of my wife's benllk 
made it important that I should be at home more than I 
bad been for some years past. Here I found not ooty what 
we called light work, but we anticipated the reviral of fi-ieni]- 
ships and associations of long standing. Two of our moil 
pleasant years in the itinerancy had been spent on this cir- 
cuit nearly a quarter of a century before. 

We moved into the parRonage nt Clarksbuf^, and man 
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found that we had not reckoned too strongly on tlio pleas- 
ures of our new home. Very many, indeed, of those who 
were the pillars of the Church when we first traveled the 
circuit had passed away, but they had lefl a name behiud 
them, and their children and grandchildren rallied about 
us and gave us cordial welcome, and renewed such atten- 
tions as we had been accustomed to receive from their 

I found the circuit much smaller in its boundaries than 
when I first traveled it. Its present list of appointments 
were, 1. Dry Run; 2. Asbury ; 3. Locust Grove i 4. New 
Holland; 5. Hnyes ; 6. Willinmsport; 7. Mount Pleasant; 
8. Littleton's; 9. Hubbard's; 10. Cedar Grove; 11. Hos- 
kins's Chapel; 12. Spring Bank; 13. Union Chape!; 14. 
Brown's Chapel; 15, Mount Zion; 16. Clarksburg. The 
diBtance between the appointments being short, and none of 
them being very far away from home, I waa able to spend 
more of mj time with my family than ever before. And 
this was providential, for my dear companion was sorely 
afflicted these years, bo that much of the time we regarded 
her life to be in extreme peril. 

The Conference met at Springfield, Ohio, September 17, 
1861, Bishop Morris presiding. The following were re- 
ceived on trial: William Kaetler, Gottlieb Wahl, William 
Engol, Jacob Krehbiel, Charles Elder, John H. Damm, 
Gustaff Kicker, Henry Wilky, Augustus Verhoeff, Wesley 
Dennett, Benjamin F. Morris, Samuel B, Sheeks, Jesse 
M'D. Robinson, William Q, Shannon, Henry F. Green, 
William Grange, Jaraos Kendall, David Mann, Isaiah A. 
Bradrick, David C, Benjamin, Robert C. Fulton— 21. 

The following brethren were recorded as having died dur- 
ing the past year; James A. Taylor, Joseph T. Lewis, and 
Philip A. Mutchner. 

Brother Taylor was received on trial in the ConfercQoe 
L 24 




in 1847, and performed efficient service from that ij 
hie labors dosed on the Jackson circuit, August 10, 1851. 
He was several jears under my charge, and I regarded lum 
as a young man of muuh promise and worth. lie had a 
Bprightly intellect, and his ministry was of a stirring and 
awakening character. He sent from his dying coach assur- 
ances to his brethren of the Conference that he had victory 
over death, and requested them to meet him io the paradise 
of God. 

Brother Lewis was born in the city of Cincinnati, April 
8, 1824. He was reaeived into the Ohio Conference oo 
probation in 1843, when in his nineteenth year of age, aod 
immediately entered upon a britliant and remarkably snc- 
cessful ministry. He was transferred the nest year to the 
Rock River Conference, and the neit year to Iowa. After 
serving Beveral of the leading Churches in Iowa, he was 
transferred back to the Ohio Conference, where he continued 
to labor nntil laid aside hy disease. He spent several yeara 
traveling, in the hope of regaining his health, for he had 
an ardent desire to live and labor for God. Ue died in the 
city of Philadelphia, November 3, 1850. full of peace waA 
hope. He said to a brother who visited him near the clow 
of life : " I would, were it God's will, desire to return hume 
that I might die among nij brethren, and my ashes rest 
beside kindred friends till the coming of Jesus," and then 
in calm eubmisaion added, " but I would not make a change 
if I oonld." 

Brother Mutchner was born in Butler county, Ohio, Jan- 
uary 10, 1817, and died in Darke county, Ohio, October 2, 
1850. He was admitted on trial in the Ohio Conrerence 
in 1841. He wa.i studious in preparation for the pulpit, 
and faithful in the declaration of the Word of God. He wu 
deeply devoted to the work to which he was called, ani) 
enjoyed in a high degree the coDsoIutionB of religion. At 
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he drew near the grave he assured his companions that he 
was going home, and then peacefully closed his eyes in 
death. 

According to mutual expectation and desire, I was re- 
turned to Deer Creek circuit, with Kev. Samuel Middleton 
as my colleague. He proved to be a zealous and useful 
minister, and commanded the confidence and respect of the 
people. My associations with the excellent people of this 
charge during these two years were mutually pleasant and 
profitable, and we regretted the closing of our constitutional 
term. During my first term on the .^circuit, as recorded in 
the early part of this narrative, my companion had been 
sick nigh unto death, and God had raised her up in answer 
to prayer, and during my present term she had again been 
sweeping along close by the borders of the grave j and I 
now felt that if it must be so that I must be bereaved of 
my dear companion, there was no place on earth where I 
would rather that her grave should be than by the side of 
the dear Christian friends who had fallen asleep on Deer 
Creek circuit. 

Our Conference was represented in the General Conference 
which met at Boston the first of May, 1852, by brothers 
William Nast, J. M. Trimble, J. Young, C. Elliott, G. W. 
Walker, G. Moody, J. F. Wright, U. Heath, Z. Connell, 
C. Brooks, A. M. Lorrain, M. Marlay, and B. O. Spencer. 
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THE Ohio Conference met at Zanesville, Ohio, September 
1, 1S52, Bishop Janes presiding, assisted by Bishop 
Simpson. The following preachers were received on trial: 
Lovett Taft, Cyrus Fclton, Joseph D. Crum, Robert J. 
Black, Albert G. Bjers, W. A. Prettjmttn, Henry H. Fer- 
ris, Theodore B. Martindale, William S. Benner, WiUiam 
Catlin, E. H. Dixon, Elijah Fate, Joseph Cartlich— 13. 

At this Conference we recorded the names of two breth' 
ren who had died during the past year, both of whom were 
very dear to me; namely, Samuel Maddux and Ebeneier B. 
Chaae. The former had labored by niy side and under my 
direction faithfully and successfully amid the hardships of 
border warfare, and the other had been my colleague oo 
the Felicity (Whiteoak) circuit. I have spoken of thne 
dear brethren in the appropriate place in my oarratiTe. 
They died in the faith and comfort of the Gospel. BroUier 
Maddux was born in Ross county, Obio, May 2, 1818, wd 
died in Logan, November 19, 1851. 

I was appointed to London circuit with Bev. J. 8. Brown, 
an able, talented, and zealous minister, for my ool1«i^«. 
Though I had but a short distance to move, yet aaeh was 
the health of my companion that it waa extremely doabtfnl 
whether she could survive it. She however enooamgod 
making the effort, and, by (he blet^sing of God, gulFv«4 l< 
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feared. We t 



i cordial welcome, and were 
BOon located in the parsonage at London. 

The oircuit had the following list of appointments: 1. 
London ; 2. Wesley Chapel ; 3. Bethel ; 4. Concord ; 5. BrTish 
School-house; 6. Midway; 7. Ray's Sohool-houso; 8. Miiple 
GroTC; 9. California i 10. King's School-house; 11. Mur- 
phy's School-houae ; 12. Mt. Sterling; 13. Greenland; 14. 
Berry's School-house; IB. Ya nk.ee town ; 16. Cook's School- 
house ; 17. Waterloo. 

Though as this list indicates it extended from California 
to Greenland, and embraced London and Waterloo, yet it 
.was not in fact a very large circuit. It was a mere garden- 
gpot in comparison with many that I had traveled. As, 
however, the heallh of my companion made it important 
for me to be at home at uight, my traveling, especially my 
night traveling, was pretty heavy. I had always been accus- 
tomed to make promptness at my appointments, the leading 
of the classes, end visiting the people at their homes a 
matter of conscience; and while I doubtnot the people, who 
Bympathized with us so sincerely and generously, would 
have excused me if I had neglected much of this labor, 
yet it had so become the habit of my life and joy of my 
k labor, that I cast myself upon God for help and went 
^'ibrward. 

We were blessed with an excellent revival of religion, 

md the year was one of prosperity. The circuit had a large 

and most excellent membership, who endeared themselves 

s very greatly by their generous sympathy and constant 

I tttentions. 3Iany, also, who were not members of the 

L Church, vied with the membership in acts of kindness. 

The Ohio Conference held its forty -second session in Lan- 
i caster, Ohio, commencing September 7, 1853, Bishop Mor- 
b<m presiding. The following persons were admitted on 
I teial : William Z. Roas, Thomas G. Robp, William H, M'Cliu- 
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tock, Benjamin F. MElfreeh, Murcud L. King, Thomas H. 
Hall, John T. Miller, Lemuel F. Drake, Thomas H. Phil- 
lips, Samuel Rankin, Edmund Mabee, U. G. G, Fink, Henry 
Gcrtner, Joseph Williams, David H. Che ring ton, Dauiel 
Tracy, William Trone, John C. Gregg, Robert D. Anderson, 
Eusscl B. Bennett, William S. Taylor, Samuel Tippett— 22. 

During the past jear the Rev. Samuel Hamilton and Rev. 
Heur; Smith Hill had died, and their i 
spread upon the journals. 

I have had occasion to refer frequently to brother Ham- 
ilton in the preceding pages of my narrative. lie was ona 
of the able and influential members of the Conference. 
was born in Monongahela county, Virginia, December 17, 
1791; joined the traveling counectjon in 1815; and peace- 
fully fell asleep in the arms of Christ May 4, 1S53. 

Brother Hill was born in llosa county, Ohio, December 
12, 1S2Q. In 1848 be waa admitf«d on trial in the Ohio 
Conference. He labored faithfully and successfully until 
Angust 5, 1852, trhen be was summoned from Inboi 
Buffering to reward and rest. He was much beloved by the 
people to whom he ministered the Word of life, and vUl 
long be remembered as a faithful minister. 

We were addressed at this eession of the Conference by 
the Rev. Henry Slicer, agent for the Metropolitan Church 
at Washington City. That enterprise, after various a 
and reverses, has finally — 18C9 — succeeded, and the repre- 
sentative church edifice is now completed and dedicated. 

Monday morning, at ten o'clock, the regular order of 
business was laid aside to bear the semi-ceutenniBl sermon 
of the Rev. Jacob Young. His test was Psalm Isuvii, 2: 
"The Lord loveth the gates of 'lion more than all the 
dwellioga of Jacob." He stood before us the v 
rior, worn and trembling, and almost blind, but full of tin 
I of the battles and victories of half a centnry, 
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and bWI full of love and zeal, nod faith and power. 
how OUT hearts thrilled as we looked upon him and lieteoed 
to his words! 

Much to our Batisfaction I was rctarned to London cir- 
cuit, and again favored with an. excellent colleague, Eev. 
Joseph Cruni, We addressed ourselves to the work ia 
right good earnest, and soon the revival fires began to break 
out and spread from appointment (o appoiotmcnt, until the 
whole circuit felt ita iuBueocc. The most extensive work 
was at Wesley Chapel, Mt. Sterling, and Greenland. At 
these points the Lord was with us in power, and many were 
converted, and valuablo additions made to the membership. 

Washington Witherow, a man of high standing and ex- 
tensive influence, was among the converts at Wesley Chapel. 
After the arrow of conviction penetrated his heart he 
wandered about some days, tryiog to throw off these feel- 
ings. One night, however, when the power of God de- 
Ecended tipou the congregation, and many were at the 
mourners' bench, he reached a decision in the matter, anil 
came forward and cried aloud to God for mercy. Many 
were comforted, but he was still comfortless when the meet- 
ing closed. I accepted the invitation of sister Witherow to 
go home with them, hoping to assist them in establishing 
at once the family altar. He kindled a fire in the open 
fire-place, and as the flames began to extend up among the 
wood I saw a tobacco-pipe among the wood, and called hia 
attention to it, but he made no answer. After a few mo- 
ments, hesitation, his wife remarked that probably he re- 
garded the pipe as one of his idols. Though this was a 
small circumstance in itself, yet it indicated the .'spirit of the 
man, and was prophetic of not only decision, but of deter- 
mination to serve God from principle, at whatever sacrifice 
of present gratification of the desires of the flesh. I was 
curious afterward to know whether his abandonment of the 
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pipe was permaDetit, and was gratified to learn that it 
was. There is more heroism ta abanJoning tobacco, we are 
told, than tlioac dream of who have not been slaves t< 
practice, and only the voice of God commanding, and tba 
grace of God helping, can enable some to got the victory. 
But to return to the narrative. 

The neit day brother Witherow was powerfully con- 
verted, and at once took standiog aa a man of God. 
one occasion after this I had an exhibition of his generou 
spirit. While at his house my horse was violently atttcked 
wilh botts, and died. Brother Witherow pnt one of hil. 
own horses before my buggy, and told me to use it until Z 
was better supplied; and then bo passed about amon; 
friends, and in a short time raised funds to purchase & 
cellent horse, which they presented to me. This kindnesg, 
both unsolicited and unexpected on my part, was gratefully 
received as an expression of their love. I knew that suck 
things were not uncommon when the preacher was poor, bat 
as it was known that I was independent in my temporal 
circumstances I had not expected it. Judging, howoror, 
from what experience I have had in such things, I am ID- 
olined to think that Churches are gainers even more thsK 
the preachers when there is such kindness shown. E 
cord that binds the hearts of preacher and hearer tAgeihW' 
makes the preaching more effective, and all thf) litbon of 
the pastor more hearty and successful. 

We had on this circuit only two local preachers, knd lh«y 
were both venerable with years, and so infirm as Dot to bt 
able to go forth na they bad done in their younger d>ySt< 
But fathers Mcnahall and Gould still helped us with ihnr' 
influence and prayers, Among the excellent of the oi 
was old brother Watson and his family, eoDatituting qntle k 
group, and presenting the delightful spectacle of a CbrW- 
lian family, Jiimes FosUr was a valuable man, actjuiltug' 



LONDON CiaCUIT, OHIO. 289 

self handsomelj in the several offices thrust upon him, 
both in Church and State. He was blessed with ample 
means, and these he used ungrudgtDgly in aiding to pro- 
mote every good word aud work. John Fisher, who was 
^ His neighbor, was a man of kindred spirit and worth. 
^H'Jeese Watsoo was another upon whom Ood was pouring 
^""Wealth, and who was, with a liberal hand, devoting his 
means to worthy uses. Quinn Minshall, too, though not at 
that. time in the Church, had generosity corresponding to 
his wealth, and afterward gave himself and all to God. 
May the blessing of Heaven be upon him and his I Isaac 
^■^ Fisher, leader and steward at Mt. Sterling, and Isaac 
^^■Moore, of the same place, Stephen Moore and John Dun- 
gan, of London, were all men esteemed and honored by the 
Church, and who met the official reaponsibilitiea placed upon 
them in a manner profitable to all eunoerned. Brother An- 
drew Johnson, of Midway, was a first-class eshorter. Hia 
■ .Isbors were attended with an unction and success that was 
' seldom excelled. But how shall I arrest my pen while so 
many names of never -to -be -forgot ten friends come crowd- 
ing upon the memory, men of renown, such as the Bonds, 
aud Pancakes, and Warners, and Lotspeichca, and Slagles, 
and a. long list of such, whose names are in the book of life? 
this year the nfBiction of my wife culminated. 
The most eminent physicians agreed in pronouncing it an 
tumor." It had reached such enornioua propor- 
tions that it was estimated that it would weigh twenty-five 
'pounds. It already pressed upon the vitals, and, in the 
(pinion of the physicians, only a surgical operation gave 
i!liiy hope of her surviving any length of time. She laid 
■■ttie matter before G-od in prayer, and received the impres- 
sion that it was not her duty to resort to such means, 1"' 
that she should leave the matter in the hands of the 
Physician- She thus rested her cacc, and though a ( 
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sufferer, she was very happy. A choice circle of Christian 
friends made special supplications for her recovery. Brother 
Warner, a very earnest Christian, assured her that he had 
received direct answer that she would recover. My son 
and his family, who had taken a transfer to the Rock River 
Conference, visited us on their way thither, and they united 
very fervently in these prayers. To the unspeakahle satis- 
faction of her friends she hegan to improve. A desire 
sprang up in her mind to accompany my son to the West, 
and visit our eldest son and family at Monroe, Wisconsin. 
She was carefully conveyed to the cars, and hy the aid of 
pillows and wrappings made as comfortahle as might he ; 
and, strange to say, she improved constantly, though slowly, 
from that time. As the tumor had heen ahout six years 
coming, so it was ahout the same time dbappearing. I 
place the incident upon the record here especially in recog- 
nition of my gratitude to Almighty God, who heard and 
answered prayer, and to encourage any who may be simi- 
larly afflicted. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 



THE Conference held its forty-third sesaioQ at Ports- 
mouth, Ohio, conjmeDciiig September 6, 1S54, Bishop 
Scott presiding. The following pereona were received on 
trial: Carmi A. Vao Aoda, Levi Hall, Fielding Harper, Earl 
D. Fiiik, Uriah L. Jones, Jaroea W. Alderman, Robert D. 
Stephenson, James Q. Lakin, Noah Speck, John Kemper, 
John Q. Gibson, Stephen Ryland, W. C. Filler, Aahury C. 
Kellej, J. T, Finch, D. Harlocker, Addison Nichols— 17. 

Our ranks, during the past jear, had Buffered no diminu- 
tion bj the death of any of our traveling preachers, nor 
bad- any withdrawn, or been expelled. 

As I had spent four very pleasant years on the Ports- 
mouth district, I had the privilege during this ae^ion of 
the Conference of seeiug a large number of old and cher- 
ished friends. I was appointed to Pickerington circuit, 
with Rev. Stephen M. Merrill for my colleague. 

After the adjournment of Conference I returned to Lon- 
don, moved my goods to the parsonnge at Pickerington, put 
things in order, laid in supplies for living, and then went 
to WiseoDsin, where my companiou was visiting > 
. children, to accompany her home. I found her improved 
I health, and after a brief visit with the boja we returned 
1 Ohio, and I entered upon my work. 
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Brolher Merrill, my oolleagne, wus one of the sltong men 
of the Confcreace, but so impaired was liis bealtti at that 
time that the presiding elder released him from the charge, 
and employed brother Hanoanalt, a good loeal preacher, to 
take his place. 

It was by far the lighieet work I bad ever filled, there 
being only eight appointments on the circuit; namely, 1. 
Pickerington ; 2. Powell's Chapel ; 3. Beynoldebnrg; 4. 
Taylor's Station; 5. White Chapel; 6. White Hall; 7. 
Winchester; 8. School-house. 

We had good meeting-houses, goi 
good times on the circuits, and a gooi 
and good neighbors full of good wi 
lines had fallen to us in pleasant plac 
oot of his Spirit on the charge, and 
revivals of religion. At Piokeringtor 
especially, we had a good ingathering, 
prosperity and enjoyment, and wound 

A host of good people, the e: 
deared themselves to us on this ci 
Taylors, and Powells, and Fowl 
Fords, and Pattersons, and Stephi 



I 



1 congregations, and 
parsonage to livo in, 
. We felt that the 
i. The Lord poored 
we had some glorious 
n and Powell's Chapel, 
The year was one of 
1 up very satisfuciorily. 
'llent of the earth, en- 
lit. And even now the 
i, and Pickerings, and 
ons, and a long list of 
such crowd upon my memory, and I seem to see their Bmil- 
ing faees, and hear their words of sympathy and affeotion, 
as in former years. May the grace of our Lord Jenu 
Christ be with them and their posterity through ktt ibe 
generations to come I 

The Conference held its forty-fourth aeaaion at Atbeiu, 
Ohio, commencing September 5, 1855, Bishop Morris pre- 
siding, The following were admitted on trial: Daniel La- 
mont, Charles Bethauser, Bzekiel Sibley, George W. 
NuEum, John J. Stillians, Samuel M. Donahoe, Junatltaii 
W. Stump, William C. Holliday, Dugald Thompson. AloUQ 
Chapman— 10. 
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Rev. Henry Foreat Green, a lovely young man of great 
had fuUen by the band of diseuse during the past 
year. He waa born in Somerset, Ohio, February 18, 1830. 
During the great revival at Bainbridge, Ohio, referred to in 
(he preceding pages, Henry consecrated bia heart and lifo 
to Ood and his service. He eommeuced the study of ined- 
!, but so strong were his own convictions and those of 
his brethren, that God had other work for him to do, that 
be left his medical studies and entered the Ohio Wesleyan 
University to prepare more fully for the work of the min- 
iBlry. Ho was received on trial in the Ohio Conference in 
1851, and preached with great aooeptabilitj for several 
years. His last Conference appointment was to Zaneiiville 
City Mission. lu the Spring of that year, however, he was 
sent to supply a vacancy which occurred iu Portsmouth. 
His health, however, soon began to decline, and he was 
persuaded to retire from labor for a time, with the hope of 
recruiting his health. But his pulpit work was now done. 
He suffered on until the 6th of May, when the Master 
said, " It ia enough, come up higher." Shouting " Glory I 
glory I glory I" be closed bis eyes upon earthly scenes to 
open them upon the brighter accDes of heaven. "He died 
■a the Christian minister might well wish to die — mature 
in the grace of the Spirit." 

This session of the Conference was unusually pleasant to 
me from the fact that I enjoyed the society of many rela- 
tives and friends living at Athens and thereabouts. We 
elected the following brethren to represent us at the Gen- 
eral Conference, which was to meet the next May: Z. Con- 
nell, Jv M. Trimble, S. Howard, J. M. Jameson, J. Young, 
»nd U. Heutb. 

ppointed to Pickerington circuit, with Charles 
"Eelhauser for niy colleague, and Rev. James I., Grover for 
■my presiding elder. 
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3 after my entrnnce upon my work, I received n vota- 
1 from Bishop Morris to take charge of the LaDcasler 
district in place of J. L, Grover, resigoed. I appoioted 
brother Hantiawalt to succeed me on the circuit, and entered 
at once upon the work of the district. 

At Lancaster I foaud Rev. J. M. Jameson in eh*T^. 
He had been my presiding elder for several years poet, and 
now welcomed me in our changed relations. He had this 
year a great revival, and gathered more than on« hundred 
souls for Christ. 

At West Eushville I found in charge my old friend Rev. 
C. C, Ljbrand, of whom I have spoken in preceding pages. 

At Baltimore, Samuel M. Bright, Henry Gortner. and J. 
T. Donahue, sup. Brother Bright had a clear logical mind, 
and discharged his duties with dignity and p;race. Brother 
Gortner was a faithful worker, and gave evidence of a good 
mind, well improved. 

At Newark, Eaafern charge, Joseph H. Creighton ; West- 
ern charge, A. B. See — hoth valuable men, but of different 
style of taient. Brother Creighton had a good memory and 
exuberant imagination, was always interesting, and ofWn. 
times attaioed to loAy flights of eloquence, which carried 
all before him. Brother See, though not so brilliant, was ■ 
close student, well acquainted with Methodism, capable of 
defending her doctrines and Discipline against all objectora. 
His was not the rapid growth of the soft maple, bol nlhnr 
that of the rock maple. I anticipated that every year wuuld 
add to his permanent value to tho Church. 

At Granville I found that strong thinker and c1ear-head«d 
preacher. Rev. Stephen M. Merrill, now editor of the Wwt- 
ern Christian Advocate. 

At Alexandria, Banner Mark, a man tall in stature, and 
having in him more possibilities of uiiefulnoss than had efer 
been fully developed. 
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At Johnstown, Abraham Cartlich and A. M, Alexander, 
I both good men and true — men who, if thej eyer took prorn- 
[ inent position, you could be sure that it waa without any 
: maoapenient upon their part. They were 
I both modest and retiring men, best loved hy those who 
I knew them best, and possibly somoUniea left in the hambler 
I fields of labor because they were content, while others, less 
k ^teserTing, were promoted because they clamored for pro- 
I motion. 

At Etna, Samuel Tippett, a mau whose soul was ia his 
I trork. He had a fine imagination, and was an interesting 
ind successful preacher. 
At Pickerington, Rev. George Hannawalt, a local presoher 
t held in high estimation, took my place as preacher in charge, 
I and did good work. The junior preacher, brother Bcthauser, 
I was just commencing his itinerant life. He was reoom- 
I mended to the Conference from Newark, and gave promise 
I of being a successful Methodist preacher. 

At Groveport I found Rev. Francis A. Timmona and Ja- 
cob Martin. The preacher in charge, as I have had ocea- 
eioD to record in a former chapter, was of the old and 
excellent Methodist stock. Brother Martin was a well- 
I posted theologian and a very valuable man, but his great 
lodesty caused him to shrink from thrusting himself into 
LAny position of prominence. 

At Royalton, George G. West was preacher in charge, 

■ and John Kemper the second preacher. Of Mr. West, a 

and useful man, I have already spoken. His assistant 

^Vas in feeble health, but was faithful in the expenditure of 

What strength he had for the advancement of the cause of 



At Maiville, Levi Hall, Jonathan W. Stump. They were 

•fcoth growing men, faithful and popular among the people. 

Brother D. Cadwallader had charge of the Welsh Mmioa, 
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but this year closed bis missionary work and be weut 
borne to bis reward. More of bim bereafter. 

The year passed rapidly, so full was it of important and 
responsible work; it also passed pleasantly, as tbe brethren 
in the ministry and the members of the Church gave me 
hearty welcome, and the labors of tbe year were crowned 
with gratifying success. 



^^^^^ JACKSON DKTRICT, OHIO. 297 ■ 


^^^K CHAPTER -^^H 


^^^^^ JACKSON DISTRICT, OHIO. ^^* 


H rpHE Conference held its forty-fifth session at Newark, 
■ J- Ohio, commencing September 3, 1856, Bishop Ames 


^P presiding. The following persona were admitted on trial: 


Elias W. Kirkham, Henry L. Whitehead, John W. Lewis, 


Elfas N. Nichols, Frederick 8, Thnrston, William S. Taylor, 


John M. Shulj, Thomas M'tntyre— 9. 


H During the past year the following had died: William 


^1 Catlin, David Cadwallader, and Isaac D. Day. 


■ Rev. William Catlin was born !□ the State of Maine in 


1811; in 1852 joined the Ohio Conference on probation. 


His itinerant career was short, but he did his work faith- 


fully, and left among the people that he served the fragrance 


H of a holy life. 


^M Rev. David Cadwallader was born in North Wales, Mont- 


H gomery county, May 23, 1791, and died at his residence in 


H Newark, Ohio, October 19, 1855. He became a Methodist 


H in 1812, and commenced preaching the Gospel in 1814. He 


H came to the United States and settled in Delaware county. 


H Ohio, in 1821, and in 1828 joined the Ohio Conference and 


^M was sent forth as a missionary among the Welsh people. 


^H He continued his labors in that department, at intervals, 


^B during the rest of his life. He was a man of God, and a 


^B minister greatly respected and loved, and will doubtless 


^H have many stars in his crown in the great day. 


B^ 
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Rev. Isaac D, Day was born in Petersburg, Penn., April 
9, 1809, and died at Duinontville, Fairfield county, March 30, 
1856. He served the Church faithfully as a local preacher 
for several jeara, and then joined the traveling connectioD in 
1849, in which he continued to the end of his life. Be was 
a good, plain, zealous preacher. He was more than ordina- 
rily gifted in prayer, and as a sweet singer he had few 
equals. His singing often produced a most thrilling effect 
upon the congregation. He died peacefully, and doubtless 
rests with the redeemed on higb. 

Bishop Ames put forward the business of the Conference 
with his usual dispatch, and yet bad time for some social 
intercourse with his brethren. I recall with much pletisure 
his kind attentions to me. He invited me to Lis room to 
talk over the reminiscences of our earlier life, as we ifcre 
brought up in adjoining townships, in Athens county, Ohio. 

I was appointed to the Jackson district. From the list 
of charges in it, and the preachers supplying those charges, 
I found that I would he at home. Almost all of the terri- 
tory had belonged to Portsmouth district when I tKTcled 
it, and many of the preachers had been associated with mo 
either on that work or in Yirginia. In the following list I 
shall only speak of the characteristics of the preacben now 
for the first time under my charge, having spoken of di« 
others in former pages, 

Jackson — Charles H. Warren. Jackson eircuil — Timothy 
Wones, F. S. Thurston. These brethren were both faith- 
ful, popular, and successful. Brother Woncs, as I think, 
afterward made a groat mistake in retiring from the work. 
No doubt there are circumstunces, pecuniary and domeitie, 
that sometimes justify a prenober while in good health nod 
useful in the work to retire from it, but certainly it is m 
step that calls for searching aelf-eiaminatioo and caniNt 
prayer before it is decided upon. 



JACKSON DISTRICT, OHIO. 2VV 

iZicftmoHrf— Edward P. Hall, J. W. Alderman. Brother 
Hall was a man of superior pulpit popularity, and did val- 
uable work for the Church. Brother Alderman waa a 
yonng mao of attractive and commanding peraonal presence, 
and made so favorable aa imprefl^ion on his congregations 
Rt his first efforts, that some feared he could not Bustain 
timself up to that standard during the year. In this, how- 
over, they were agreeably disappointed. They both grew 
upon the people, proved to be true yoke-fellowa, and ac- 
complished a good work for that charge. 

M" Arthur — Joseph Morris. He had a glorious revival, 
from which I doubt not he will have stars in his crown. 

Hamden — D. H. Cherington. With a manly, open coun- 
tenance, dignified Christian bearing among the people, and 
earnest faithful labor, be seldom failed to have a revival. 
This year God poured out his Spirit abundantly upon his 
charge. 

Mount Pleasant — James T. HoUiday. During the year 
he went to Kansas, and I had to supply the work from the 
local ranks. * 

Mw Pli^mouth— John Dillon, W. C, Holliday. Brother 
Holliday possessed good natural ability, and only needed a 
measure of heavenly lightning poured into him to have 
made him a man of power. 

3S. He was an efficient man, and 
reporting the fruits of revival on 

rose. Unlike the brother last 

reported results from his 

> faithful to 

nistry seemed 



/■umace— Uriah L. Jot 
mally bad the honor of 



Kigerville — John R. 
named, brother Prose i 
labor. He waa uniformly piou 
his appointments, but for some 

be unfruitful. Had he felt it to be his duty to retire to 
the local ranks, I would not have dissuaded him from that 
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GallipuHs—ThajuaR J. N. Simmona. He was prompt, 
active, digoifi-cd and affable, aad a workman that needed 
not to be Hshamed. 

Gallipolis circait — Daniel Earlocker, WiHiam S. Taylor, 
These brethren were of kindred spirit. They posseBBed 
rare adaptation tn the itinerant work. They won the hearts 
of the people to themselves without effort, and put forth 
all their efforts to lead them to Christ. They were knit to 
each other like David and Jonathan. 

We had a pleasant home at Jackson, and the year was 
one of home enjoyment and district prosperity. 

The Ohio Conference held ita forty-sixth sesaion at Chil- 
licothe, commencing August 26, 1857, Biahop Morris presid- 
ing. The following preachers were admitted on trial; -Ja- 
cob Hathaway, William P. Grantham, William Glenn, Peter 
V. Ferree, Joseph H. Adair, Isaac B. Brodrick, T. Welles 
Stanley, John W. Dillon, William R. Copeland, Jolin W. 
Wakefield, Jeremiah Slocum — 11. Some of these I had in- 
trodaced to the Christian ministry, and felt much ansiety for 
their success. Thus far they are meeting my espectalioDS, 
and give promise of continued usefulness in the Church. 

The venerable Abner Goff had closed his pilgrimage, and 
his memoir was spread upon the journal of the Conference. 
He was born in "Vermont, November 4, 1782. In 1819 he 
was admitted on trial in the Ohio Conference, and continaed 
a laborious, useful, and effective preacher until 1841, His 
health having failed, he was placed on the supernumerary 
list, and continued either on that list or the superannnated 
list, until he closed bis life in the city of Columbus, March 
15, 1857. He was a good man, and maintained a high 
place in the confidence and affections of all that knew him. 

I was re-appointed to Jackson district, with the following 
list of charges and helpers : 

Jarksim — Joseph Morris. He had a year of great pros- 
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periLy, and gathered more than a hundred precious soula 
ibr the Maater. 

Jackion ciVcHiV— Willmm S. Benner, P. S. Thurston. 
Brother Benner was one of my new men, aud proved to be 
a good and useful man in the work. 

Richmond — Peter V. Ferree. Had brother Ferree en- 
joyed health ho that hia physical vigor had been equal to 
hia mental ability, he would have accomplished much more 
than he did. 

iT Arthur — Stephen 0. Frampton. Brother Trampton had 
an investigating, critieaj, and well -cultivated mind; was 
constantly gathering the mat«riala of greater 

^Mamdai—D. H. Cherington. 
Mount Pleatanl^C. H. Warren, William 
The junior preacher was brought into the Coi 
my administration, Small of etature, a slight impediment 
in his utterance was somewhat against him at first; but 
each was his talent, and nnction, and industry, that he 
> lormounted those embarrassments, and succeeded well in the 
■ irork. This year he had the advantage of one of the very 
K'^est colleagues. 

JV«o Flymoulk—V riah L. Jones, William C. Holliday. 
Furnace — John Dillon. 
KygerBille — John TL. Prose. 

GallipoUs — H. Z. Adams. Brother Adams was a diligent 
Bpastor; affable in his intercourse with the people, preposeas- 
ia peraonal appearance, he was blessed with elements 

GaUlpoiU circvit—J. W. Alderman, J. W. Wakefield. I 
1 the pleasure of introducing brother Wakefield to the 
raveling connection. He was able-bodied and strong- 
Btinded, and willing to expend his strength in the vineyard 
r the Lord. 
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^During a portion of this year my labors were much in- 
creased in consequence of the failing health of my venerable 
father. He was living at his old home on Hocking, where 
he had settled in 1802. He had reached the great age of 
ninety-five years, and it was evident that his end was near 
at hand. It was his desire as well as my own that I should 
be with him in his last moments. To secure this privilege, 
I made journey after journey on horseback over the hill 
country intervening Jackson and Athens. Though I was 
not allowed finally to be with him when he crossed the 
river of death, yet it was a great comfort to us both that 
we had enjoyed so much of each other's society during the 
year, y He died calmly resting on the atonement, and went 
to join the loved ones in heaven. 

The Ohio Conference held its forty-seventh session at 
Marietta, Ohio, August 25, 1858, Bishop Janes presiding. 

The following were admitted on trial : William Chadwick, 
Isaac F. King, John E. Sowers, Bradford Crook, John N. 
Pilcher, John P. Calvert, Caleb W. Cherington, Edward I. 
Jones, Eobert Callahan, Eli H. Taylor, Henry B. Miller, 
John A. Acton. Several of these had been licensed by 
quarterly conferences over which I presided, and T always 
felt special interest in the success of such. 

I was returned to Jackson district, with the following list 
of assistants : 

Jackson — Joseph Morris. 

Jackson circuit — D. H. Cherington, J. B. Prose. 

Richmond — C. H. Warren, J. W. Wakefield. 

M" Arthur — S. C. Frampton. 

Hamden — P. V. Ferree. 

Mount Pleasant — Daniel Harlocker, Caleb W. Cherington. 
The junior preacher was of good Methodist stock, and was 
licensed under my administration. 

New Plymouth — TT. L. Jones, William B. Copeland. 



t'urwxee — John Dillon. 

Kygermlle — W. S. Bcnner. 

GalUpolit—E.. Z. Adams. 

GaBipolit circuit— J. W. Alderman, F. 8. Thurston. 

Go^/io— Williiim S. Taylor, E. S. Jodob. Brother Jonea 
■wag a Welahman of edueation, refiuement, and good preach- 
ing ability. I had the pleasure of introducing him into 
our traveling connectioD, and in so doing thought I waa 
doing a good work for the cause of God, and was confirmed 
in that opinion by his subsequent course. 

The Ohio Coufercnce held its forty-eighth aeaaion in the 
Town-Street Church, Colurabua, 0., commencing August 
31, 1859. Bishop Amea presided, assisted hy Biahop Mor- 
ris. The following persona were admitted on trial: Isaac 
Crook, Henry Bolby, Wilder N. Middleton, William H. 
Mallenix, John P. Lacroix, George W. Isaminger, Robert 
W. Manley, Joseph Robinson, F. F. Lewis, William J. Grif- 
fith, Wellington Harvey, H. K. Foster— a good class, some 
of whose original licenses to preach I had the pleasure of 
aigaiog. 

It was my privilege to enjoy the hospitality of brother 
Bartlett's excellent home, aud of having Bishop Morris for 
my companion at this Conference. The Bishop preached us 
one of hia characteristic sermons oa Sabbath, from this pas- 
BBge: "The common people heard him gladly." Mark xii, 
37. It was laconic, suggestive, finished, and full of marrow 
and good things. I was returned to Jackson district, with 
the following work and workers: Jackson, Stephen C. Pramp- 
ton; Richmond, C. H. Warren and U. L. Jonea; Jackaon 
circuit, D. H. Cherlngton and J. W. Wakefield; M'Arthur, 
Banner Mark; Hamden, P. V. Ferree ; Mount Pleasunt, 
Daniel Harlocker; New Plymouth, F. S. Thurston; Fur- 
nace, John R. Prose ; Wilksvillo, Joseph Barringer and 0. 
W. Cherington; Gallipolis, Edward P. Hall; Gallipolis 
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circuit, J. W. Alderman and J. W. Copeland ; GMlia, Wil- 
liam S. Taylor and E. S. Jones. We elected the foUowbg 
brethren as delegates to General Conference ; namely, J. M. 
Trimble, Z. Connell, F. Merrick, J. M. Jameson^ and D. D. 
Mather. 

The four years spent on this district were pleasant and 
profitable years. We lived in Jackson, where we formed 
many and endearing friendships. The society in this place 
contained some choice Christians, whose time, and intellect, 
and property were consecrated to Ood. They had projected 
and commenced the erection of a church edifice in Jackson, 
before I took charge of the district, which proved to be a 
heavy work, but they persevered, through years of toil and 
sacrifice, and at last had the privilege of seeing it completed 
and dedicated. They did me the honor of calling it Stew- 
art's Chapel. My constant prayer to Ood is that it may 
prove to be the spiritual birthplace of many hundreds of 
precious souls. 



CHAPTER XXX. 
MINISTER AT LARGE— WESTERN TOUR. 



THE Ohio Conference held its furty-niuth session in Ual- 
lipolis, Ohio, commencing September 19, 1860, Bishop 
Simpson presiding. The following persons were admitted on 
trial: Charles C, M'Cobe, William H. Wolf, Henry Berk- 
stresser, Dayid H. Moore, William H. Gibbons, W. B. 
Guthrie, Wilson Gardner, T. H. Manley, S. R. Porter, Tim- 
othy 8. Stivers, John F. Dickson, J. M'Kendree Shultz, 
George Murray, and James D. Fry. In this class was 
choice and promising material. 

Though the announceroent had already been made, through 
the organs and pulpits of the Church, that Eev, Jacob 
Young, and Samuel H h rs 

the other side of the p d m 

stillness in the Confe m m m rs 

good and honored m 

Brother Young h d h 

Methodism in the ^ m h 

century anl during g h 

been legarded as on m 

enterprising of our e T m 

years past he had st m 

rassmenl or bodily afB 

of the gre^t moral a mm g 

was ambitijua ihit t h m 

Its full responsibility 



educational enterprise. We now felt indeed that a princa 
tad fallen. Though the memoir spread upon the CoDfcreDea 
journal was eloquent in its eulogies, jet we felt that it wis 
none too strong. A3 I have spoken of brother Young at 
length in an earlier part of my narrutive, I will Dot go into 
any further detail at this place than simply to record that 
on the 15th of September, 1859, after pronouncing his bless- 
ing upon those who surrounded his dying couch, he es- 
claimed, " Sweet heaven I sweet heaven 1" and his happy 
spirit entered its rest. 

Biother Samuel Harvey was born in Mifflin county, Peno., 
February 15, 1806, and died January 30. 1860. He en- 
tered the traveling connection in 1833, and theuceforlh be- 
came one of our most reliable and influential laborers. Ho 
had intellectual strength, and vigor, and culture snfficieot to 
attract attention and make an impression, but in the gift of 
holiness he especially excelled. Large portions of his time 
were spent in secret prayer — close communion with GuJ. 
He died just as wc would expect such a man to die, WhoD 
told by hia atlendanla that he was dying, he inquired, "3I»y 
not you be mistaken?'' "No, brother Harvey, you ire 
dying." He replied, " Well, be it so. I would like to h«ve 
seen my wife and children." Ue then closed his ejes ns if 
in refiectioD and prayer; then opened them, smiling, ut4 
exclaimed, "To die ia gain. 0, what a gain I" anil witkoot 
a straggle or a groan he passed away. 

As the next acasion oF the Conference would be its fifti«lb, 
it was proposed that we should celebrate that occxsion id a 
beconiing manner. A committee was appointed to conaidcr 
the subject and report. They presented the following re- 
port, which was adopted ; 

"The committee to whom the ooDsideratioa of the Mni- 
centcnnial celebration of the Ohio Annuiil ConfeTfincc wu 
referred, beg leave to report thai, in their opinion, it will b« 
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S Tery appropriate and even advantageous to our cause lo 
hold a Heini-ceQteniiial celebration ut the uext BesKiuQ of our 
I Conference. We have not had time nor opportuuity to 
I consider properly what would be appropriate exercises for 
i such an occasion, but recommend the passage of the follow- 
ing resolution? : 

. Resolved, That the Ohio Annual Conference celebrate 
\ Its Semi -Centennial at its nest session at Circleviile. 

"2. Resolved, That we invite all former members of the 
I Ohio Conference to be present with ua at the celebration. 

tesolved. That a committee of five be appointed as 

L ft Committee of Arrangements, who shall prepare a programme 

uitable to the occasion, and publish the same 

■istian Advocate before the next session 



lof o 



■ Couforeuoe. 



Joseph M. Trimble, 
Benj.\min St. Jambh Fky, 

Z. CoNNELL." 

The following Committee of Arrangements was appointed; 
floaeph M. Trimble, Z. Connell, Benjamin St. James Fry, 
[ John W. White, James M. Jameson. 

The Bisbop appointed me to Midway circuit, with per- 
mission to spend any portion of the year that I might choose 
in traveling at large. 

The shadows of age were falling npon my pathway, and 

iniun and self bad for several years desired the 

I privilege of making a good visit among relations and 

inda scattered over the North-west, and of preaching to 

I ihem once more before wc should go hence. In the kind 

providence of God that opportunity was now offered us. 

Soon after Conference we started on our journey. Stop- 

l-^iig a few days at Cincinnati, we enjoyed the hospitality 

[«f the kind families of brothers Langloy, Ewan, Kilbreth, 

i our ministerial brethren. It Was an exceedingly 
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pleasant conimeneement of our trip, and prophesied a jcar 
of great enjoyment. 

Aa the Rock River Conference was ahout to hold its eea- 
sion at the first Methodist Epiaoopal Church of Chicago, 
of which our bod was pastor, we hurried there U> enjoy that 
occaeion. We were not disappointed in the uullcipatioD we 
had indulged. Added to the glad welcome tendered ns by 
our childreu, we formed many pleasant acquaintances 
among the preachers. Bishop Janes presided, asBisted by 
Bishop Simpson. As I witnessed their manner of tranmct- 
ing husiness, I thought that I had not been introduced to 
any Conference in the connection composed of more compe- 
tent and efficient traveling preachers. 

My son had completed his constitutional term in charge 
of the first church, but as he had inaugurated in the cilj 
a temperance movement that appeared to be accomplishing 
much good, and had taken much interest in street preaching. 



;ry work, it was thought desirable Uat 
the city and take charge of the city 
this appointment opened a wide fi«td 
the available unemployed miuislerial 
'icinity I entered ioto sympathy wilh 
the rcmaioder of my visit there wu 
preach. Besides the miMion 



and kindred r 
he should rcmai 
missionary work, 
for the employnn 
force of the city and vici 
it at once, and during th 
no lack of opportunity 

points at which he organised Sabbath -schools, 
tained preaching in view of developing Churches, be bad 
services at the city Bridewell, tbe city hospital, in the city 
cemetery, the North and West Side market- houses, the 
Lake I'ark. in front of the armory, and at various other out- 
door places, where those who needed the Gospel were *e- 
custiuucd to congregate. Through the influence of lhw« 
meetings many who were utlcr strangers to the interior uf 
our church buildings were reached and saved, Duriog vaj 
stay I had opportunity of prcachiog each Sahbatli. 
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■ Dr. Eddy, editor of the North -Western, Dr. Tiffany, who 
toot charge of the First Methodist Episcopal Church, Rov. 
brother Stone, p.istor of the Des Plaine-Street Cliuroh, and 
Rev. brother Whipple, pastor of the Indiana-Street Church, 
showed me much courtesy and kindness, and brothers Milner, 
and Hitt, and Hamilton, and Lawrence, and many others 
paid me Such attention as added much to the enjoyment of 
my visit in Chicago. 

Haying spent aboat two months, we journeyed on to 
Monroe, Wisconsin, to visit our other son, His family gave 
us a very hearty weloomo. My son being a member of the 
State Senate, and that body then being in session, was at the 
State capital attending to his duties. After spending some 
two weeks, and twice filling the pulpit, and forming the ao- 
qnaintance of the excellent pastor. Rev. brother Sweetland, 
and of brothers Ball, and Beeru, and Newton, and Evana, 
and While, and others who received me as a father in the 
Gospel, I went up to Madison to visit my son. 

To my surprise I (bund here at the capital of Wisconsin 
quite a company of cherished friends of other years: Yo- 
cum, and Parnandis, and Hood, and Spencer, and Chileoat, 
and Reed. The first on the list was pastor of the church, 
and the last on the list was a Professor in State University, 
located in the suburbs of the capital. 

I was introduced to the Legislature, and invited to open 
one of its sessinns with prayer. After preaching several 
times to the people of Madison, and enjoying my visit well, 
I returned to Monroe by the way of Janesville, at which 
place I spent a Sabbath, and supplied the pulpit in the 
absence of brother Jenne, the highly esteemed pastor. 

The WQr was making heavy drafts on both the ministry 
and membership of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Rev. 
Mr. Walters, presiding elder of the Madison district, and 
Eev. M. Tilfon, presiding elder of the Janesville district, 
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hud both given up their districts at the call of patriotism. 
Though they were greatlj loved, and could be ill spared 
from their eceleaiastical poata, yet such was the lojftlty of 
the people that they would not complain. 

After spending a few weeks more at Monroe we set out 
to visit our friends in Iowa. On the way we touched at 
Freeport, Illinois, where we enjoyed the hospitality of Mrs, 
Streeter, and of Eon. Thompson Wilcoxon, formerly of 
Scioto county, Ohio. He had settled with his family in 
Stephenson county, Illinois, in an early day, and by real 
estate investment and energetic business operations aocn- 
mnkted a. large property, whioh he waa liberally aaing for 
public and religions uses. 

Faasing through Burlington, Iowa, we reached Mt. Pleis- 
nnl, and were warmly received by my sister, Mrs. Sarah 
Warren. Id this beautiful town, the seat of the Iowa We«- 
loyun University, and per consequence the rallying poiol 
for ministers and laymen of the Methodist Episcopal 
Ohurch, who wish to furnish their children with the best 
advantages for higher education, we spent severitl eice«d- 
ingly pleasant weeks. I there found some of my former 
Conference associates, and some of my dearest mioieteml 
friends. The venerable Charles Elliott, the world -renowned 
author, and editor, and educator, had his pleasant hotno 
here, thongh he was at this time editing the Church paper 
at St. Louis, Missouri. There the saintly Bishop Hamlinc 
was living, in the simplicity and purity of k priiuitlvs 
Christian Bishop. Feeble in health, but luigbty in f«ith, 
ho was waiting the Master's call to the better home ahove. 
There was M'Dowell, and loguUa, and Shelton, aud Brndrick, 
aud White, and Miller, and Reynolds — almost a Coofcreiiee 
of splendid men. Such was their kindness to as, and lu 
did we fall in love with the place and people, that yn fslt 
strongly incliticd to abide thero. By the kind iDviUtioa 
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e paatorB, I bad the opportunity of delivering s, mes- 
sage for my Master to both of the congregations. 

At Marshall, fifteen miles north of Mt. Pleasant, we vis- 
ited a number of old acijiiaintiinces and family connections, 
who showed such appreciation of our visit as made us very 
happy — the Warreus, and Flemings, and Gardners, aud 
Morebeads, and many others, who bad in former years been 
members of my pastoral charges. We took much comfort ' 
in the family of Wheeler Warreu, an old Ohio Methodist 
of the primitive stock, and were gratified to see that God 
had blessed him with a. numerous and very reputable fam- 
ily, and a goodly heritage in this world. Rev. brother 
White, the preacher in charge, gave me the free use of his 
pulpit during the two Sabbaths that I remained, and the 
people listened with much earnestness to the Gospel message 
that I brought them. 

Returning by the way of Mt. Pleasant, we journeyed on 
to West Point, where we visited my oldest brother. Colonel 
William Stewart. He had emigrated with his family to 
Iowa in an early day, and having brought with him both 
capital and busiuess ability, he had made for himself prop- 
erty and influence. His children had grown up, married, 
and settled about him, until he seemed almost a patriarch. 
Alexander Stewart, a younger brother, also the head of a 
large and interesting family, resided in the neighborhood. 
Besides this extensive family connection, we found here 
Simeon and Asahel Cooley, and other cherished friends 
of our earlier days in Ohio. At the invitation of the 
worthy pastor. Rev. brother Williams, I preached to the 
people of West Point ou Sabbath, and felt that God was 
with us of a truth. 

At Fort Madison, the county-seat of Leo county, a beau- 
tiful town on the banks of the Mississippi Kiver, we visited 
other family connections and friends. The pastor of the 
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church, Rev. J. G. Thompson, and the chaplain of tlie Slnle 
prisoD, Rev. Mr. Thomas, endeared themselves to us by 
many very kind attentions, They were jointly engaged in 
a protracted meeting at that time, and their labors were 
highly appreciated and fruitral. I doubted gomewhat the 
propi'iety of officiating as nmch in the meeting tts ihey de- 
sired me to do, but felt indeed that my labors were oot in 
vain. We visited the State prison, and were much pleased 
'with the evidences of good management, and with tbe high 
estimation placed upon the labors of the chaplain by both 
officers and prisoners. Brother Thomas, if I mistake not, 
is destined to make his mark in the Church of hia choice, 
as an able minister of the New Testameut. 

At Farmington, twenty-five miles west of Fort Madison, 
we had the melancholy pleasure of visiting the grave of k 
beloved cousin, recently deceased, Rev. William Arnold. 
He was a good mao, and was faithfully serving hia geoerit- 
tion, but in the midst of business and useliilness was ealled 
to a better seat above. A widow and three lovely daDghtcnt 
mourned their loss, and by the propriety of their live* were 
reflecting honor upon him and increasing their influence in 
society. 

After a pleasant visit with them and the Hainses and Kin- 
neys, we passed over into Missouri and visited Bome friends 
in Clarke county, in the neighborhood of Chambersbttrg. 
Among these were Captain Jesse Long, and the Reynoldses, 
and Colberts, and Pilchers, and Spencers, and many othen 
from Athens county, Ohio. 

During this visit we attended n Baptist protracted me«t- 
ing, and were not a little surprised to find the tone of tba 
congregation in unmistRkahle sympathy with the rebola of 
the South. In their Sabbath-morning prnyer-meeUag tiMy 
constantly reminded the Lord of the great miaforttUM ba 
had allowed to befall the couotry in the recent etec(i<w at 



I 
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LiDcoln to the FreEidencj. As all in tlie oongregation 
iovited to take part, I ventured to offer up prayer, but 
spirit so differeut from those wto bad prouoded me 
lat they looked upon me witb evident surprise and won- 
der. But no one offered to interrupt me in any way. Tlie 
disloyal spirit, bowever, became so lampant afterward that 
brother-in-law, Captain Long, and others who were un- 
BOmpromisiDgly loyal, had to abandon their homes and 
property, and seek safety in other localities. 

After mhting a abort visit with my old friend Hubbel 
Beynolds, we retraced our steps to Fort Madison, calling 
by the way on Joel Bethel, a,n old Ohio friend, and touch- 
ing at Farmington, and West Point, and Knapp's. After 
spending a, few days in company with the last-named con- 
nection, Jonas Knapp, & prosperous farmer and large-hearted 
gentleman, we passed up the river to Burlington, and 
thence, bidding good-by to Iowa, crossed the Mississippi and 
set our faces toward Chicago. 

The visit had been a very pleasant one, and I thought 
that if God would only bless ray ministry to the salvation 
of my dear relatives who are out of Christ, I would rejoice 
through all eternity that I had made the visit. 

We reached Chicago in safety, and found plenty of work 
in the department in which my son was engaged. He had 
secared a large corps of helpers, and was pushing the work 
ia the destitute and depraved parts of the city with much 



While here, I received a communication from the com- 
mittee of the Ohio Conference requesting me to preach the 
imorial Bermon at the coming semi-centennial anniversary 
the Ohio Conference. Not without a good deal of hesi- 
teacy and miBgiving, I accepted the honorable duty assigned 
id addressed myself to the work of preparation. 
The latter part of January, 1861, leaving Mrs. Stewart, 
2J 
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•with the children, in Chicago, I returned to Ohio. On the 
way I visited my old friends Rev. A. Eddy and Bishop 
Ames, at Indianapolis, Ind. With the former I had been 
associated in the work in Ohio, and was glad to see him 
once more in the flesh. I also called upon a very dear 
friend, Kev. Thomas H. Lynch, formerly a professor in 
Augusta College, Kentucky. He had ministered consola- 
tion to U8 when the shadows of death rested upon our 
habitation, and he will always have a very sacred place in 
our affections. I also found there and had the pleasure of 
seeing that elect lady. Miss Lydia Haws, who was with us 
during the same period of affliction, and rendered us sym- 
pathy and kindness never to be forgotten. She was a 
remarkable woman, and will doubtless shine in the kingdom 
of God forever. 

Bev. William I. Fee, pastor of the Christie Chapel at 
Cincinnati, gave me the hospitality of his house and the 
freedom of his pulpit. I protracted my visit for some time, 
and by the invitation of the pastors preached in most of 
our churches. I visited, in Covington, Jesse Grant, father 
of General U. S. Grant. I found him full of anxiety and 
confidence in regard to the efforts of his son, who was at 
that time thundering at the gates of Yicksburg. Brother 
Grant extended to me the same cordial welcome that he had 
been accustomed to do in former years when I was his pas- 
tor. He offered to secure me an appointment as chaplain 
in the army. The war excitement was now all-pervading; 
not only the young men and strong men, but tender boys 
and infirm old men were offering themselves for such posi- 
tions as they might be able to fill. My venerable friend, 
Bev. J. F. Wright, had just taken a chaplaincy, and I was 
much tempted to do the same, but after mature reflection, I 
decided to expend what of strength remained to me in labors 
at home, and let the younger and stronger go to the field. 
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PP Early in February I left Cincinnati and made my way to 
Athens, ■visiting in mj route Chilllcotho, Jackson, Ports- 
mouth, and Pomeroy, at all of which places I met smiiing 
faces and grasped warm and friendly handa, and at some of 
them had time to preach the G-ospel to my old friends. 

Again I turned my face toward the North-west, taking 
Springfield in rout«. About the middle of March I found 
myself again at the residence of my son in- Chicago, and 
was grateful to God for the kind providenee that had pre- 
served us all during our separation. We spent the remain- 
der of the mouth in Chicago, reading, writing, and helping 
in the city missionary work. The first of May I made a 
brief visit again to my son in Monroe, Wisconsin ; thence to 
Freeport, Illinois, enjoying the hospitality of brother Wil- 
coxon; thenee to Rockford, where I enjoyed the hospitality 
of that successful inventor and manufacturer, and faithful 
Methodist. J. B. Skinner. His plows and other farm ma- 
chinery are widely known and appreciated in the West and 
South, and he is liberally spending his revenue to sustain 
the institutions of the Church of his choice. May the bless- 
ing of God be upon him and his family 1 Returning to Chi- 
cago, I now gave myself more earnestly to the task that was 
before me for the next session of my Conference. 

The 10th of July we stiirted south nad passed through 
Springfield, the home of President Lincoln. I could but 
think of the rapid and wonderful changes that take place 
with men and things in this world. A poor young man, 
splitting rails for a living — the same man, self-made, prcsid- 
iiifr over the most powerful nation of the globe! A few 
small coionies struggling against the yoke of a tyrannical 
mother government — one-half of the States of a mighty re- 
public, sacrificing millions of treasure and rivers of human 
blood, to (lerpetuale slavery in a land called the " land of 
the free !" 
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At Virden, Illinois, WiUiani Gamble, Esq., met na with 
his family carriage and conveyed us to his pleasiint liomt, 
fourteen miles east of that place. He had been s citiieo of 
Illinois some thirty years, aud settled ubout him was a lar^e 
family of children, mostly married and all prosperooa ani] 
respectable. We spent among these friends several very 
pleasant weeks, and during the time made many aeqaniul- 
ancee among their neighbors. Furposiiig to go from there 
to Carrolton, where another circle of their and our family 
conoection were living, brother and sister Gamble took na 
in their family carriage. Here were several families who 
had come from Athens county; namely, Rev. M. Otibon], 
and the Halberts, and Filchers, and Cariooea, and Sim- 
monses, and Gambles. While we visited in this neighbor- 
hood we made oar head-quarters at the residence of JacnM 
H. Vanarsdalc, son-Jn-law to the now sainted WiUiun 
Gamble, 

The latter part of July we bade adioa to these kind 
friends, and turning westward made a brief visit al St 
Louis, Mo. We found our venerable friend, Dr. Charlea 
Elliott, at his post and earnestly at work. The spirit of 
rebellion was rife in St. Louis, and it required no email 
measure of courage for the Boctor to throw lo the breew 
the stars and stripes, and declare himself and the " Central 
Advocate " uncompromisingly on the side of the Union, 
but he never raltercd. Firm as Gibraltar, he not only in- 
spired his paper with the spirit of patriotism, but he fiUi-d 
the pulpit for the little band of Methodists who had not 
and would not bow the knee unto Baal. The Doctor i;a»B 
me a warm invitation to spend the Sabbath widi him auil 
preach to the people, hut not feeling iropressejl with soy 
apecial message for St. Louis, we determined to retra«e out 
steps tg Ohio. 

On llie way we cpcnt the Sabbath at Moore's Hill, » 
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beautiln.1 town, containing a popukLion which indicated its 
excellence by the schools, churches, and college which Ihey 
had gathered ahoat them. Here resided some of our cher- 
ished friends, the Franklins, a.nd Spencers, and Jenningses, 
Biid others. The visit was pleasant, and I had special en- 
joyment in miuistering lo them of the Word of Life. 

We spent a week in Cincinnati and Covington, preaching 
in each place and enjoying the kindest attentions from many 
friends. The first Saturday and Sabbath in August we 
spent at Mount Washington, visiting mj friend Leroy 
Swormstedt, who so long and efficiently served the Church 
as Agent of the Western Book Concern. 

August 11th we arrived at Jackson, Ohio, having now been 
upon the wing for eleven months. These kind friends, 
among whom we had made a happy home while serving the 
Jackson district, welcomed us back, and, as we reviewed the 
labor and danger through which we had passed, uud how 
Ctod had protected and blessed us, we felt unutterable emo- 
tions of gratitude filling our hearts. We had not been con- 
scious of any miraculous deliverances, as from the wreck of 
bSown-up steamers or collided cars, but we felt that God 
had so wonderfully directed our steps that we had not even 
taken passage upon steamer or cars that were destined to 
explosion or wreck. We erected here our " Ebcnezer," and 
gave ourselves anew to God. 

Afler resting for a few days at Jaekaoa, we visited M'Ar- 
thur, Hamden, and Athens, where we visited until time to 
start toward Conference. Ea route I visited ChilHcothe, 
Dryrun, Now Holland, and Columbus, at the last of which 
places I called on brothers Trimble, Jameson, and Brush, 
and enjoyed the hospitality of brother Bartlett. From Co- 
lumbus I went to London, where I visited many of our old 
friends. From there I went to SpringBeld, and attended 
the session of the Cincinnati Conference, and at its close 
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returned to London, and spent Sabbath, the 8tb of September, 
preaching for the people. Monday I visited James Foster 
and Rev. J. Martin, and dined at brother Moore's, of MouDt 
Sterling, on my way to Circleville, where the Obio Con- 
ference was to commence its fiftieth session on the 11th. 

The session was one of interest and profit. I was able 
to report, in regard to my year*s travels and labors that I 
bad delivered about one hundred sermons to nearly as many 
different congregations, scattered over a very large circuit, 
and that the year had been one of blessings to myself, and 
I had reason to think that God had made me, to some ex- 
tent, a blessing to others. 

This being the fiftieth session of the Ohio Conference, as 
before stated, arrangements had been made to celebrate it 
with suitable services. Rev. Zachariah Council was to de- 
liver a historical sketch of the Western Conference, Rev. Br. 
Trimble a historical sketch of the Ohio Conference, and I 
was to preach the commemoration sermon. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 
FRANKFORT CIRCUIT, OHIO. 



THE Oliio CoDference hold its fiftieth aeBsion in Circlo- 
Tille, Ohio, commencing September 11, 1861, Bishop 
Janes presiding. The grcnt and absorbing interest at this 
Conference was the semi-centennial memorial services. la 
Mcordance with the invitation sent out by the Ohio Con- 
ference, many of its former members were present to enjoy 
those services. Monday was set opart for thia celebration, 
and with it came a great crowd of people. As the memo- 
rial sermon, which was assigned to mo, was set for eleven 
o'clock, .i. M., I entered the crowded oudionce with a good 
deal of tremulousness. The congregation, however, gave me 
very close attention, and at times such demonstrative evi- 
dences of their appreciation of the discourse as I had not 
expected. At three, P. M., the vast audienee gnthered again 
to listen to the essay of Rev. Z. Connell on the " History of 
the Western Conference." It was an able and appropriate 
sketch, and gave much satisfaction to the hearers. At night 
they gathered again to hear " A Historical Sketch of the 
Ohio Conference," by Rev. J. M. Trimble, D. D. The task 
imphshed in the style and with the ability of that 
popular minister. The day was one of great interest and 
profit. The memorial sermon will be found in the appendix 
a this volume. 
The appointment assigned me was Frankfort circuit, and 
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my colleague W. W. Cherington. Being well acquainted 
with both, I felt grateful to the Bishop for dealing so 
kindly with me. The circuit was a fragment of the territory 
embraced in Deer Creek circuit as it was in 1826-27. I 
hardly anticipated finding many who were active members 
in that early day, but I expected to find their children and 
grandchildren. In this I was not disappointed. The cir- 
cuit received us ^ith great cordiality, and we settled down 
in Frankfort, near the dust of our little Asbury, who had 
been buried here some thirty-four years ago. The plan of 
appointments embraced 1. Frankfort; 2. Estell Chapel; 3. 
Cline's School-house; 4. Morris Chapel; 5. Teeter's Chapel; 
6. Lattaville; 7. Roxabell School-house; 8. Mount Pleasant; 
9. Pleasant Hill. It was a year of considerable mortality, 
and it fell to my lot to preach a larger number of funeral 
sermons than I had ever preached before in a single year. 
Among them were some of the early settlers, who had been 
in my congregations when I first preached there. Of those 
whom we buried, perhaps no one was more universally 
respected than Rev. Dennis Blacker, a local preacher. In 
earlier years he had at times been under the dominion of 
strong drink, and on more than one occasion it had been 
necessary to dismiss him from the Church on that account. 
But he would still return with so much penitence and hu- 
mility to ask another trial, that the Church always received 
him back with open arms. At length he gained complete 
victory over this besetment, was licensed as a local preacher, 
commanded the confidence of all classes of people, and 
labored very acceptably, diligently, and usefully as a local 
preacher for many years before his death. 

My colleague was a good man and true. We held pro- 
tracted meetings at all of the appointments, and had en- 
couraging results. 

We were now in the midst of the excitement of war times 
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The great rebellion had commenced, and the loyal people 
of the land were rallying to the standards of the country. 
A.S our Church, with few exceptions, was intensely loyal, 
the volunteering made sad breaches in our classes. We 
furnished from our Church not only material for chaplains 
and officers, but companies of privates, many of whom were 
members that we would have been loth to spare for any 
other cause. Those of us who remained at home addressed 
ourselves to the work of raising supplies, and sending com- 
forts to our brethren and loyal fejlow-citizens who had gone 
to the field. So constantly did our prayers and discourses 
indicate the deep anxiety we felt for the overthrow of the 
rebellion, that the few who were in sympathy with the 
South turned with loathing from Methodist Churches and 
pulpits. 

Bating whatever was unpleasant in these regards, we had 
a comfortable year, and take great pleasure in placing upon 
the record a few names of the excellent of that circuit ag 
a sample of the membership. They were such as the 
McNeils, and Hainses, and Smitherses, and Blackers, and 
Pancakes, and Blacks, and Hopkinses, and Snyders, and 
Lattas, and Lucases. 
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CHAPTER XXXri. 



THE Ohio C< 
ville, Ohio^ 
Morris preaidinf 
trial: William I 



iFerence held its fifty-first seseion at Zaiies- 

commcDcing September 3, 1862, Bishop 

The following persona were admitted oa 

King;, Thomas R. Taylor, E. C. Wsyman, 



and Jaraea L. Grover was re-admitted. Brother Grorer, 
after trying the pasture itt that ecclesiastical organixaticn 
which elaimB to be the Church, came back to the old pas- 
ture, and we gave bim a cordial welcome. 

During the year three of our brethrea had died; n&mely, 
John W. Clarke, Uriah Heath, and John P. Calvert. 

Brother Clarke was born September 21, 1803, in Huj- 
land, and emigrated to Ohio, and settled near Cincinniti, ia 
an early day. In 1825 he entered the Ohio Conference, 
and died August 2(J, 18fi2, at Mt. Pleasant, Ohio. During 
his ministry he was twelve 3'earB in the office of presiding 
elder, and in every relation that he sustained he ozhibitcd 
such qualities of mind and heart as caoBed hioi to be rained 
and houored as a minister of Jesus Christ. Near his JMt 
momenta, he said to his colleague, "Tell the brelhr«a of 
the Ohio Conference that we shall meet in heaven." 

Brother Heath was born near Xcnia, Ohio, Apii) II, 
180!}, converted in hia youth, and in 1835 was admitted to 
the Ohio Conference, of which he remained a Uborioni 
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Suember antil his death. He Berred tbe Church io various 
departmeots, and whether on a circuit, etation, or district; 
whether gathering faads for school, churches, or tract 
distrihutioD, his time aDd strength were given, and his labor 
was crowoed with sueccas. He died at his post in Zanea- 
Tille, Ohio, March 28, 1852, and devout men carried him to 
bis burial, and made great lamentation over him. 

Brother Calvert was bora in Belmont county, Ohio, Oc- 
tober 23, 1833. He joined the Conference on trial at Ma- 
rietta, in 1858. When the rebellion broke out six of his 
brothers enlisted to defend the old flag. In 1861 he felt 
that he could stay back no longer, and enlisted in com- 
pany K of the Seventy -seventh Ohio. He fell in the mem- 
orable battle of Shiloh. He was a faithful Christian worker 
in the army, as at home, and died a Christian patriot. 

We moved back to Deer Creek circuit, on wliich we had 
already spent two constitutional terms with much satisfaa- 
tion. Our friends rallied about us, and congratulated us on 
the greatly improved health of my wife. We were soon 
settled in the parsonage, and at our work. Colleague, Rev. 
T. J. N. Simmons; Z. Connell, presiding elder. In a former 
chapter promise was made to furnish some statistics of tho 

t faistory of this circuit, which promise it wilt be proper now 

■fa fulfill. 

P Deer Creek circuit was formed from a portion of the 
Scioto circuit in 1808, so that it is several years older than 
the Ohio Conference. Perhaps, however, it will be gratify- 
ing to my readers to have the genealogy of the circuit 
traced back to its origin : 
Scioto Ciecdit — 

1800. Alei. M'Caine, P. E., Hearj Smith, P. C. 
D Miami Cibcuit — 
r 1801. Wm.M'Kendree,P.E.,Henr7 Smith. 

" " Benj. Young, E. Bowmiin. 
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8010TO Circuit — 

1803. Wm.M'Keiidree,P.E. 

1804. Wm. Burke, P. E., 

1805. " « " 

1806. John Sale, P. £., 

1807. " " " 

DlBR O&EEK ClRCUIT^-^ 

1808. John Sale, P. E., 

1809. « " « 

1810. " " « 

1811. Sol. Langdon, P E., 

1812. " " " 
1818. James Quinn, P. E., 
1814. « " " 
1816. « « « 

1816. " « « 

1817. David Young, P. E., 

1818. John ColUns, P. E., 

1819. « « « 

1820. " « " 



, John Sale, Stephen Timmons. 
Wm. Patterson, Nathan Barnes. 
Luther Taylor, C. W. Clond. 
James Quinn, Peter GartwrighL 
Anthony Houston, Milton Ladd. 

Benjamin Lakin, John Grain. 
John Collins, Wood Lloyd. 
John Collins, Franois TraviB. 
Ralph Lotspeioh, J. Haines. 
B. Cloud, C. Waddle. 
Samuel Parker, Alexander Cummiua. 
Alexander Cummins, H.*B. Bascom. 
Isaac Quinn, Sedosa Baker. 
Walter Griffith, Isaac Pavey. 
Charles Waddle, Samuel Glaie. 
Shadrach Ruark, R. W. Finley. 
William Swayze, R. W. Finley. 
John Brown. 



This yetir Chillfcothe was taken fVom the circuit, nad ereeloil Into 
a station. Brother Swayze reported a membership of one ll.cu* 
sand five hundred and eighty-eight, and brother Brown reitortrd 
one thousand three hundred and seven, and brother J.<^iiinn, tiM 
first pastor of Ghillicothe station, reported a membership of 
three hundred. 



1821. 
1822. 
1823. 
1824. 
1825. 
1826. 
1827. 
1828. 



Samuel West, P. E., 
G. R. Jones, P. E., 



(( 



(( 



« 



(( 



(( 



u 



u 



William Stephens, A. Einnear. 

Andrew M'Clain, I. C. Hunter. 

Isaac Quinn, William Simmous. 

Zachariah Connell, J. T. WelU. 

James Collord, Nathan Walker. 
Rus'l Bigelow, P. E., Jacob Delay, G. W. Young. 
" " " John Stewart, John Ferree. 

John Collins, P. E., John Stewart, A. Sellers. 

Brother Delay reported to me nine hundred and ninety, and 1 re- 
ported to my successor one thousand and five. For the plan of 
appointments, indicating the geographical area of the circuit, t.M 
reader can refer to the appropriate chapter in this narrative. 



1829. 
1830. 
1881. 
1832. 
1833. 



John Collins, P. E., 

(( C( t( 



<( 



(( 



(( 



Aug. Eddy, P. E., 

U il u 



Francis Wilson, J. T. Donahoe. 
Francis Wilson, John Ferree. 
Adam Poe, Solomon Minear. 
J. H. Power, J. Gurley. 
DaTid Lewis, Joseph A. Rceder. 
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Debr Creek Circuit — 

1834. John Ferree, P. E., David Lewis, C. C. Ly brand. 

1835. J. B. Finley, P. E., C. C. Ly brand, Edward EsteU. 
183(5. " " " James Armstrong, Henry Wharton. 

1837. James Quinn, P. E., Wm. S. Morrow, F. H. Jennings. 

1838. " « « Wm. S. Morrow, Wesley Rowe. 

1839. Mich'l Marlay, P. E., Rob. Cheney, W. Rowe, J. F. Conrey. 

1840. « " « E. H. Field, W. M. D. Ryan. 

1841. " « " E. H. Field, B. A. Cassat. 

1842. « " " David Reed, Philip Nation. 

1843. J. M. Trimble, P. E., Z. Wharton, J. D. Webb. 

1844. " « « Z. Wharton, Alexander Meharry. 

1845. J. F. Wright, P. E., Henry Wharton, B. L. Jeflferson. 

1846. « « " H. Wharton, J. W. Locke. 

1847. D. Kemper, P. E., J. G. Dimmitt, C. C. Lybrand. 

1848. " " « J. G. Dimmitt, Wm. Sutton. 

1849. J. M. Jameson, P. E., A. Nelson, J. Laws. 

1850. « " " John Stewart, D H. Sargent. 

1851. « " " John Stewart, Samuel Middleton. 

1852. J. W. Clarke, P. E , D. Smith, H.F. Green, W. A. Prettyman. 
1858. " « " D. Smith, J. WilUams, Lem. F. Drake. 
1854 " " " Samuel Bateman, J. Kemper. 

1855. " " " Samuel Middleton, Samuel Bateman. 

1856. J. M. Trimble, P. E., N. Westerman. 

1857. " " " N. Westerman, William Morris. 

1858. " " " Edward EsteU, Wm. Morris. 

1859. " " " Edward Estell, E. H. Dixon. 

1860. D. D. Mather, P. E., R. Pitzer, A. Cartlich. 

1861. Z. Connell, P. E., R. Pitzer, F. A. Timmons. 

1862. « « « John Stewart, T. J. N. Simmons. 

1863. " " " " ^' " " 

Early in this year brother Connell died, and I was ap- 
pointed to supply the district: An examination of this 
long list will show that Deer Creek circuit has had the 
services of many of the most distinguished ministers of the 
denomination. 

The Ohio Conference held its fifty-second session at l^ian- 
caster, Ohio, commencing September 3, 1863. Bishop Ba- 
ker having failed to reach the place. Rev. Zachariah Con- 
nell, by appointment, opened the session and presided with 
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dignity and cfficiencj during the first day of the 
Bishop Baker arrived the nest daj and took the chair. 

What was remarkahle at this aesBton woa, that we neither 
admitted a probatiooer nor recorded a deuth. The fact thil 
no probatioDcra were adiiiitted had itR expIaoatioD id the 
return of the miniater? who had been in the armi^. 

I was appointed to Doer Creek circuit, with Rev. Z. Con- 
nell for presiding elder, and Rev. T. J. N. Simmons for 
colleague. Early in the Winter, however, our beloved pre- 
eiding elder was called from labor to rest, and the Bisbnp 
appointed me to take bis place on the district. I had eup- 
posed that my age would excnae me from any further serv- 
ice on district work, but as it seemed to be the desire of 
luy brethren that I should fill the gap until Conference, I 
gave brother Simmons charge of the circuit, employed Rev. 
Z. Wharton to assist him, and entered at once on the duties 
of my new relatiou. The following is a brief outline of the 
£e1d and the workman : 

Chillitolhe—S . H. Creighton and I. F. King. Brother 
Creighlon, of whom I have spoken in previous pagea, lud 
charge of the Walnut-Street Church, and brother King of 
the Main-Street Chureh. They were prosecuting their work 
with diligence and perse i-erance. 

Washington — E. H. Dixon. He was a minister poaaesud 
of a clear perception of trnth, and of a ready and forcible 
utterance. Self-possessed and logical, he was appreciated 
by the people and did good service. 

Bhomingsburg — A. Cartlieh, Joseph Morris. Brothar 
Morris went as chaplain to the army, and C. Phillips, ■ 
young man of promise, supplied on the circuit. 

Slavntffn — T. 0. Ross, J. Q. Lakin. Brother Rosa was 
an able preacher. Ills sermons were well prepared «nd well 
delivered, and furnished timely and nourishing food for hu 
congregations. Brother LakJn was a slrong and woll-deral- 
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oped man physically, and tlinugh forty-five years of age, 
waa pnttiDg forth com mend able effort to develop hia ialel- 
leotuol powerB. He had good native abilitj, and waa doing 
good aerviee. 

New Sollan,l—N. WeHterman, J. B. Bradricb. Brother 
Westerman waa a man of exleoBive reading, poasesaed a 
large fund of knowledge, both general and critical. A 
stranger would wonder why be did not occupy a more prom- 
inent position. The junior preacher possessed the elements 
that gave promise he would take rank among his brethren. 
He had a pleasant manner, hia aermona contained good 
matter, and in biH work bo had that something which the 
Western people call "snap," an element indispensable to 
the eucceasful circuit or station preacher. 

Seer Creek eiriniit—T. J. N. Simmons, Z. Wharton. 
Brother Simmons succeeded me in charge of the circuit, 
and administered the G-ospel and Discipline according to 
his u.><ual ability. Brother Wharton was an experienced 
and able rainiater, popular in his addreas, and capable of 
filling any pulpit. 

FranJcfort circuit — Edward Estell, C. H. Warren. Theae 
men were pure coin, and the circuit was fortunate that se- 
cured the service of either of them. Brother Estell finished 
hia work this year, and died at his post with the harness 
on. His memoir nill appear in the next chapter. 

Bainbridge—WiWium H. M'Clintock, F. A. Timmons. 
Brother M'Clintock was an energetic and successful man. 
He seldom failed to have a revival. Of my friend of many 
years, brother Timmons, I have already spoken in previous 
chaptera. 

Mauieville—WiWiam Morris. In 1849, while in charge 
of the Portsmouth district, I had the pleasure of signing 
the license of brother Morris, and of carrying hia 
mendation up to the Ohio Conference. He had proved 
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be a good man for the work, but tbiB year he felt it lui 
duty to go to the field of battle to defend his loved coantrj. 
I employed brother Moore to supply his place, and he did 
well. 

Yfawrly aiid SharonviUe — J). Tracy, a good preaeher 
and able-bodied man ; he gave good satisfaction. 

Kmg%ton — ^Richard Pitzer, W. W. Gherington. Of tht 
worth of these good men I have spoken heretofore. 

I had on my list of preachers the name of Bev. Weilej 
Prettyman, missionary to Bulgaria. He was a man of mer- 
curial temperament, enterprising, efficient, and eloquent; of 
the best Methodist stock, and devoted to the Church of kii 
fathers. 

The year was one of military excitement and intenae 
anxiety, but of a good share of devotion to the cause of 
God, and was not without a measure of prosperity. 
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THE Ohio Conference Iield its Gfty-third scMion Id Cliil- 
licothe, commencing October 8, 1864, Blsliop Amea 
preeidiug. We admitted on trial the following pci-sona: 
William H. Scott, Francis A. Spencer, Francis S. Davis, 
Benjamin F. Thomas, James M. Weir, Charles A. Phillips, 
John W. Baker, Henry Berkstresser. 

We placed on the list of our sainted dead the names of 
onr dear hretliren Edward Estel! and Zaohariah Connell. 

Brother Eslell was born May 5, 1801, in Lucerne county, 
Pennsylvania, and died at the parsonage in Frankfort, Ohio, 
April 2, 18G4. He embraced religion in early youth, and 
joined the Ohio Conference in 1S34. During the thirty 
years of his ministerial life, the Ohio Conference had no 
more conscientious, faithful, and devoted minister than Ed- 
ward Estel!. The work of God was the work of his mind, 
and heart, and hands. He was subject to seasons of de- 
spondency, doubtless, in a great measure, the result of dis- 
eased condition; but he gave unmistakable evidence to the 
Church and the world that he was a man of God. Now, 
when he lay upon the borders of the spirit world, all gloora 
was dissipated, and he sent this message to his brethren of 
the Ohio Conference: "I feel that the hull is sinking, but 
the cargo is insured." 

Brolhcr Council was horn in Conuellavillc, Ponu., Septem- 
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ber 11, 1794, and died December 13, 1863, in the forty- 
sixth year of his miuistry. Early in his ministry his pul- 
pit and admin 13 trative abilities secnred for him a permaoent 
position in the Ohio Conference, He was many years in 
charge of the most important districts and charges in the 
Conference, and was frequently elected to represent the 
Conference in the General Conference. He was truly a 
Christian gentleman, and though at the time he was at- 
tacked by his death -sickness, he was almost three-score and 
ten years old, yet he possessed a mental and physical vigor 
that gave promise of continued valuable services for the 
Church of hia choice. He died in the midst of friends and 
usefulness, and ascended to heaven. 

During this session of the Conference we enjoyed a rare 
treat in a reunion with the members of the Cincinnati Con- 
ference, That Conference was holding its session at Green- 
field, only twenty miles distant, and arrangements having 
been perfected through appropriate committees, on Tuesday, 
headed by Bishop Simpson, the Cincinnati Conference came 
to Chillicothe, and was welcomed by the Ohio Confercnee, 
headed by Bishop Ames and the venerable Biahop Jtlarria. 
It was arranged that Bishop Simpson should deliver hiit 
address on the state of the country. The circumstances 
were such as to call out fully his great obilily: two C"o- 
forencos of Methodist preachers, strongly bound to each 
other in affection, and overflowing with patriotism; ■ T«at 
concourse of lay members, running over with the same en- 
thusiasm ; a vast army of citizens, looking on with wander 
and admiration. It was undoubtedly one of the greatest of 
Bishop Simpson's masterly efforts. 

Brother Moody addressed the vast audience at night, but 
it was as the shining of moonbeams after the setting of the 
sun. He in usually a master, but the escilement of the day 
and the ovcrwliclming effect of the Bishop's dbcoursc bad 
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been too iDtense. Human nature can not endure such ex- 
citement long until it begins to flag. On other occasions I 
have heard the stately, and learned, and eloquent Moody 
when he seemed almost peerless, but this was not one of 
those occasions. 

I was appointed to West Rushville circuit, the smallest 
charge, geographically, that I had ever served. It was a 
two-weeks' circuit, having the following appointments: 1. 
West Rushville ; 2. Asbury Chapel j 3. Bremen Chapel ; 4. 
Collins Chapel. This territory was embraced in the Fair- 
field circuit in 1817, when I traveled that circuit; but 
nearly a half century had intervened, and the stream 
of time had borne nearly all of my then hearers beyond 
the sea. 

I now had my first experience of a two-weeks* circuit, 
and found it well adapted to my age and growing desire to 
be as much at home as duty would allow. I transcribed all 
the names of my members into my visiting book, as had 
been my custom for years, and visited all the members 
methodically and Methodistically. It required unusual 
effort to keep the minds and hearts of the people stayed on 
God during the excitement and passions incident to the ter- 
rible war that had now been agitating the republic for so 
many months. 

Though the Methodist Church in both its ministry and 
membership was in harmony with the loyal spirit of the 
administration, yet there was occasionally a discordant 
string in both. When J. F. Given was allowed to step out 
at the back door of the Church, the ministry was relieved, 
and the most of the members who had possessed the spirit 
of Given and such, had either withdrawn or had come to 
see that they had been misled, and deceived, and injured. 
There were noble men and women who appeared to sympa- 
thize with the rebellion during the early years of the war^ 
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who were loyal at heart, and when the old prcjadice or 
party discipline that blinded them was taken away, they 
stood shoulder to shoulder with the best friends of the 
country. Now that the war is over, we can well afford to 
throw the mantle of forgetfulness over the extravagant say- 
ings and the bitter feelings that were then uttered and en- 
gendered. 

We had excellent neighbors at West Rushvillc, and cher- 
ish the memory of many dear friends there and at the other 
appointments of the circuit. Among them I now recall tbo 
names of Dr. Evans, and brothers Jackson, and Miller, and 
Drivers, and Anderson, and Webb, and Deans, and Ham- 
ocks, and Collins, and Gardner, and Melix, and Yanzant, 
and Hutchens, and Neely, and Kelsey, and many others of 
the same spirit, whose families showed us multitudinous 
kindnesses. May the richest blessings of God be upon 
them! 
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THE Conference held its fifty-fourth session in Bigelow 
Chapel, Portsmouth, Ohio, eommencing September 21, 
1865, Bishop D. W. Clark presiding. Our veteran and 
mode! Secretary, Eev. Joseph M. Trimble, haying, hy the 
General Conference of 1864, been appointed Assistant Sec- 
retary of the Missionary Society, we consented, at his 
quest, to esGuse him from the responsibilities he had so loo^ 
and faithfully met at our table, and we elected as our Seoro- 
tary Rev. S. M. Merrill. The following persons wer 
ceived on trial : Charles B. Lewis, S. N. Marsh, D. II. Moore, 
A. n. Windsor, Thomas H, Braderick, John E. Moore, 
James H. Gardner, George L. Sites. Three more names 
were placed on the roll of those who had been discharged 
from the Church militant and gone to join the array of the 
skies. They were John C. Havens, Henry Wharton, and 
Leonidas L. Hamlino. 

Bishop Hamline was born in Burlington, Conn., May lOi 
1797. In 1828, through sanctified affliction, he was led to 
Christ and joined the Methodist Episcopal Church in Zanes- 
ville, Ohio. In 1832 he was received on trial in the Ohl" 
Conference. His extraordinary ability placed him sooi 
the very first rank of his brethren, and in 1844 he 
elected to the Episcopacy. His humility gre 
as he was promoted, and his zeal for the caai 
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ilie Church of which he had been made a chief pastor was 
intense and almost consuming. In 1852, his health having 
failed, he resigned his office as Bishop and was granted a 
superannuated relation in the Ohio Conference. He re- 
moved to Mount Pleasant, Iowa, where he spent the rest of 
his days. On the 22d of February, 1865, he entered the 
rest that remains for the people of God. He was a man 
who would have stood among the first in any department 
he might have selected. Possessed of genius, learning, and 
large pecuniary means, he counted all loss for Christ, and 
preferred to preach the Gospel on a Methodist circuit to 
sitting among the chieftains of the State. He now doubt* 
less realizes fully that his choice was a wise one. 

Brother Havens was born in Newark, New Jersey, in the 
year 1802. He was received on trial in the Ohio Confer- 
ence in 1825. Either as effective, supernumerary, or super- 
annuated he continued to labor for the Church from that 
time to his death. He was not a man of popular talent, 
after the standard of the world, but he was faithful in the 
work intrusted to him, and will doubtless have stars in his 
crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

Brother Wharton joined the Conference in 1835. Ho was 
a man of a meek and gentle spirit. The people were in- 
stinctively drawn to him, and his constant and greatest en- 
deavor was to lead them to Christ. Ilis mild and amiable 
features, his musical voice, and all his bearing in the pul- 
pit tended to give effect to his ministry. He aimed to 
reach the hearts of the people, and so spoke from the depths 
of his own heart. He was an eloquent preacher and a 
careful, diligent shepherd. Few of our brethren who have 
departed are more affectionately remembered by their 
charges than is brother Henry Wharton. 

At this Conference the brethren almost embarrassed me 
hy their kind attentions. I had always regarded myi^olf as 



KKou 



BOYAXTON CIRCUIT, OHIO. 835 

le least among my brethren, and only regarded myself as 
their equal in the ability to lovo them and pray for their 
Bucceaa in the work of Baying souls. Thoy passed the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

"Resolved, That, as our venerable brother, Rev. John 
Stewart, will have completed his fiftieth year in the effective 
ranks, should Providence preaerve his life till our ncit an- 
noal meeting, he ts hereby requested to deliver a semi-cen- 
tennial sermon at some suitable hour during the session, to 
be designated by the Conference. B. N. Spahr." 

ppointed to Koyalton circuit, with Rev. J. W. 
iit« for my colleague. Hia first year in the ConfcreBcc 
lad been associated with me as my assistant, and now, after 

lapse of thirty years, I was to spend my last and fiftieth 
year in the effective work as his assistant. As I had been 
accustomed to have charge of work for so many years, the 
change seemed somewhat awkward for a time; but brother 
Awhile was an able and efficient minister, and honored nie as 
an affectionate son in the Gospel. The kindness of himself 
and his CKcellent family to me and mine has endeared them 
to me beyond the ability of my pen to writ*. May the 
great Head of the Church deal kindly with them and theirs 
throQgh all of tbeir generations I 

We found a pleasant home in Royaltflu.. The following 
was the list of appointments: 1. Royalton ; 2. Union; 3. 

!ount Zion ; 4. Wesley Chapel; 5. Fairview; 6. Pleasant 
manda; 8, Hedges Chapel; 9. Bloomfield. 

I prepared my visiting list, and went to work with the 
earnest prayer that God would crown my last year in the 
effective work with much SQCcess. My colleague was earnest 
and able in the pulpit, and we pushed the battle, but after 
all did not see the outpouring of the Spirit on the Churches 
as we hoped. We comforted ourselves with the assurance 
that wc bad sowed good seed, and had sowed it with a liberal 
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baud. God had promised that the Word should not return 
void, and we trusted him for the results. 

We had one local preacher on this charge, Rcy. Lewis 
Peters, a man of sterling worth, and a host of laymen of 
intelligence, and generosity, and piety. I can only mention 
a few as a sample of the many. They were such as brothers 
Williamson, Strodes, Bolembaugh, Peters, Ebright, Allan, 
Itaber, Hedges, and a long list of kindred spirits at all of 
the appointments. 

As I had been requested by the Conference to deliver a 
semi-centennial discourse at its next session, my mind was 
much employed in reviewing my ministerial life. It was 
difficult for me to refalize that a half a century had passed 
since I threw my saddle-'bags over my arm and went forth 
from my father's house to join the band of itinerants; but, 
as I traveled over the circuits in memory, year by year, they 
truly had been years of real travel, and real toil, and real 
sacrifice; but, thank God! years, too, of real enjoyment, and 
some of them years of real triumph. 
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THE Ohio Conference held its fifty-fifth b< 
buB, Ohio, commencing September 26 
Janes presiding, assisted by Bishop Morris. The following 
persons were admitted on trial: John Y. Rusk, W. W. 
Martin, Henry Gulp, Samue! Loomis, Joseph L. Dnraot, 
Levi T. Hannawalt, WilUam F. Hughey. 

The followiog brethren were not with us to occupy their 
accustomed places in the Conference-room, they having been 
called during the past year to loftier seats among kings and 
prieslai Henry T. Magill, William C. Filler, D. H. Cheting- 
ton, and C. A. Phillips. 

The emotions of my heart in attending this session of the 
Conference were peculiar. With it would close the first 
century of American Methodism, and with it would close 
my itinerant effective life, which had embraced the last half 
of the closing century. My brethren had appointed me to 
deliver before them a semi-ccntcnDinl discourse; that duty 
performed, I would usk to be placed upon the superannuated 
list. The same indescribable feeling of dread which came 
over my spirit fifty years ago, when I stood u^on the thresh- 
old of an itinerant life, now stole over my spirit again as I 
^_V>B abont to retire from the active field, 
^b The Conference set apart 10^, A. M., on Monday, October 
^Brst, ns the time for the delivery of my discourse. W 

I-. 
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trembling, at the appointed time I entered tbe crowded 
sanctuary and ascended tlie pulpit. Casting myself upon 
God for help, he sustained me, and the great audience gave 
me very respectful attention as I tried to set forth the might 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church as one of the great 
evangelizing agencies of the past century, and to show the 
source of her power. The Conference received the effort 
very kindly, and placed the following resolution upon their 
journal : 

" Resolved, That having heard with much pleasure, and, 
we trust, with profit, the very interesting and instructive 
semi-centennial sermon, delivered this day before the Confer- 
ence by our venerable and beloved brother, John Stewart, we 
do hereby very respectfully request him to have it published 
in such form as he may think best, for our benefit as well 
as for the interest of those who were not present at its 
delivery. B. N. Spahr." 

This action of the Conference, followed up by the personal 
solicitation of many of my brethren of the ministry and 
membership, had much to do in deciding me to prepare the 
present work for publication. I did not flatter myself that 
my autobiography would have an extensive and permanent 
circulation, but after hearing the desires of personal friends, 
and revolving the question in my own mind, it occurred to 
me that if it could accomplish any good in strengtliening 
the bonds of attachment to our Zion and to the Great Head 
of the Church, it would be a source of gratitude and thanks- 
giving to me. 

None but those who have had the experience can imagine 
my feelings when, in the examination of character, the Bishop 
called the name, "John Stewart." The presiding elder re- 
plied, "Nothing against father Stewart. He has completed 
fifty years as an active minister among us, and now asks a 
change of his relation. I move that he be granted a super- 
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snnuated relation." The motion was carried unaiiimoualy, 
aod then, in their great kindness, tliey spread upon their 
journals the following resolution; 

" ReMolecd, That as the venerable John Stewurt, who, at 
oar present session, has, at his own request, been placed 
upon the saperannuated list, is about to leave our bounds 
to speud the remnant of his dnys with his sons in the West, 
■we consider it to be but a just tribute to his worth to say, 
I that for the last fifty years he has sustained an effective rela- 
I tioo to this Conferenee, and that during all that time he has 
"maintained the highest character, not only for his honesty, 
veracity, and integrity as a man, but for his piety as a Chris- 
tian, and his prompt, faithful, and laborious services as a 
Christian minister. He leaves with our most heart-felt good 
wishes and earnest prayers for his welfare and happiness. 
B. N. Spahk, 
J. W. White," 
I Eerved on several committees during the session of Con- 
tnd had the satisfaction of contributing five hundred 
lidollara as ray Centenary offering toward the endowment of 
"Morris Professorship " in the Ohio Wealeyan University. 
Having made all my arrangements for the purpose, as 
K-Aoon as Conference closed, myself and companion started fur 
[.the North-west. We left Columbus, Ohio, October 3d, at 
o'clock, P. M., and arrived at the pleasant residence of 
y sou, J. W. Stewart, in Monroe, Wisconsin, at 6 o'clock, 
LJ". M., the nest day. We received a warm welcome, and 
^tinr dear cbildien did all that lay in their power to make 
lome. Though we had been endeavoring for 
r twelve years lo prepare ourselves for an en- 
suporannuated life, we could not avoid a feeling 
^«f loneliness in entering upon a year without a pastoral 
relation and responsibility. 

I had been (here only a few days, however, when I 
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received an affectionate letter from Rev. Alfred Branson, 

D. D.j an old friend of mine, and a prominent minister in 
the North-west. He gave me a very cordial welcome^ to my 
new home. Though forty-five years had passed since we 
had seen each other, yet his words of welcome were grate- 
ful, and abated somewhat the feeling of loneliness that had 
crept over me. 

The first Sabbath that I attended church I experienced 
a feeling of awkwardness in my new relation. The pastor, 
Bev. J. C. Aspinwall, was already in the pulpit with glasses 
on and book in hand when I entered. I however ad- 
vanced and introduced myself to him as a superannuated 
member of the Ohio Conference. He received me with 
kindness, and at once invited me to preach. I declined the 
invitation, but promised that at any time when sickness or 
necessary absence from the station should prevent his occu- 
pying his pulpit, I would be glad to assist him. Our ac- 
quaintance rapidly ripened into brotherly love, and we had 
many pleasant seasons together in the house of God. 

At the next quarterly-meeting I met my old friend, Eev. 

E. Yocum, the presiding elder of the district. He preached 
at lOJ o'clock, A. M., on Sabbath, and, by his request, I 
preached at night, and realized muck enlargement of soul. 
The preachers and people of adjoining charges began to 
urge me to visit ajid preach for them, and soon I found 
myself itinerating and preaching on quite an extended 
scale. At the camp-meeting the brethren gave me such 
prominence as almost embarrassed me, but the Lord re- 
vealed himself in power, and we had a glorious time. At 
the end of my first year on the superannuated list I found, 
on looking back, that I had preached about one hundred 
sermons, besides holding frequent love-feasts and adminis- 
tering the sacraments of the Church. 

The time of the session of my Conference approached, and 




I 

I 



it was not without a feeling of eatlneas that I reliuquislicJ 
the purpose of attending. I however spent i 
with mj BOD, Rev. W. F. Stewart, at that time prcsidiiiK 
elJer of the Joliet district of the Rock River Conference, 
unJ aaaiated him in holding the qnarterly-ineetings on his 
district. As he had about two quarterly- meetings fur each 
Sabbath, the people reeeived me gladly as his substitute 
when ho could not attend. When I finally abandoned the 
purpose of going to Conference, I addressed the following 
letter to my brethreu ; 

"JOUET, iLMKoifl, ScpUmier IS, IBiJ. 
(hB Bishop nn'i Members of Ihe Ohio CoiifEmicc : 

Dear BaETnaEN, — For fifty jenrs past I have enjoyed 
annually the greeting of my comrades in arms at the Con- 
ference. I am now upon the retired list, and am admon- 
iahcd by my great distance from you, and by the infirtnitios 
that it will be pradent for me to saerifiee this en- 
joyment ibis year. 

I find here an abundance of work to do, and I thank 
God for strength wherewith I am still able to do something 
for Christ and the Church I love so well! To loth myself 
and my companion the year has been one of usual bod' 
ily health and personal enjoyment, and I trust our labor 
has not been in vain. Since December last I have preached 
BOme eighty sermons. 

At the solicitation of my brethren, I have entered upon 
the work of putting upon paper the reminiscenceB of fifty 
years in the regular work. I have seen a host of giants 
fflll out of the ranks, covered with victory, and I have seen 
t host of valiant young men step into their places and carry 
forward the work. Lewis, and Carper, and Ellis, and 
Brockunier have gone during the past year. There is with 
me a feeling of loneliness, in that they have left me behind, 
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but tbere is also a feeling of gladness in the thought that they 
will be there to welcome me when I pass over the river. 

"By the blessing of God my companion and myself are 
enjoying a contented and cheerful old age, and expect, be- 
fore long, to finish our course with joy. 

" Remember us, dear brethren, in your prayers, and may 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you always ! 
Amen. John Stewart." 

I have now been nearly four years in superannuated life, 
and what was the history and experience of the year just 
detailed has been substantially that of the subsequent 
years. I have found a more open field, and have been 
blessed with more strength to labor than I had anticipated. 
After comparing Methodism in the latitude of Lake Michi- 
gan with Methodism in the Valley of the Ohio, I find that, 
while they differ slightly in form and somewhat in the fer- 
vency of outward manifestation, they are, after all, substan- 
tially the same. I have sometimes thought I saw a cloud 
in the ecclesiastical horizon that boded no good, in a grow- 
ing indifference to the class-meeting and the quarterly- 
meeting. I have earnestly prayed to God to save me from 
being a croaker, and I have prayed, too, that he would help 
me with all fidelity to stand firm to the faith If I should 
venture a suggestion at all to my excellent brethren of the 
ministry and membership in the North-west, it would be to 
work earnestly and conscientiously all of the established 
machinery of Methodism. It is adapted to meet the wants 
of the people, and with faithful administration it will fill 
the land with righteousness and the habitations of the peo- 
ple with joy. 

May the blessing of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost abide with all who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity, every -where, always! Amen. 
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COMMEMORATION SERMON.* 



Iiraotll PSALI 



I1R0M this portion of Scripture we learn that man may 
know something of God aud of hie doings; that he 
may treasure np that knowledge in his memory; that ho 
may meditute upon it to his own advantage, and talk of it 
to the profit of others. 

He who asks yonr attention doriog the present hour 
claims to know something of God and of his doings; that 
he has treaanred up in his memory some of his doings; 
that he has found it profitable to meditate on that knowl- 
edge ; and he is anxious to edify and comfort others while 
talking about his doings; and now may we atl feel as the 
Psalmist felt when he said, " Thy way, God, is in the 
sunetuary; who is ho great a God as our God?" 

When, in the month of May last, in the city of Chicago, 

on the shore of Lake Michigan, I received a commuuicatioo 

1 irom your Committee of Arrangements, through Dr. Trim- 
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ble, requestiDg me to prepare a discourse suitable for this 
semi-ceDtennial occasion, I realized, as I had never done 
before, the fact that I have outlived my generation, and am 
now an aged minister. I ran back in memory to the laying 
of the foundations of the Church and commonwealth in this 
goodly land. As the events of more than half a century 
came crowding upon each other, they almost overwhelmed 
me ; my sensations were peculiar — sadness mingled with joy. 
A feeling of loneliness and sadness would come over me as 
I inquired. Where are those fathers and brethren who wel- 
comed me nearly half a century ago, when I, a youth, 
stood knocking at the door of the Ohio Conference ? Your 
committee admonished me that I am now the oldest effective 
minister upon your Conference roll. But again these feel- 
ings of loneliness gave way to those of joy and hope, when 
I remembered that as God had discharged my fathers and 
co-laborers, he has called others into the field to occupy 
their places. I see gathered around me to-day a band of 
ministers possessing as much learning, and piety, and devo- 
tion to the cause of God and Methodism as were possessed 
by those who have gone before. This record of the past 
gives me hope for the future. I trust that when another 
half century shall have passed, and some one of these young 
brethren who may commence his itinerant life with this 
Conference shall stand up to preach the centenary discourse 
of this Conference, he will still look around him upon a 
body of Methodist preachers as able and true as any of 
their predecessors; and thus the line will be perpetuated 
through centuries, and till the Church militant shall have 
fully accomplished its mission upon earth. 

The nineteenth century opened amid thrilling excitement 
in the New World. The foundations of a great republic had 
just been laid, and savage tribes were receding before the 
march of this giant young rcnublic. The most interesting 
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Bcenea were transpiring in the Mississippi Valley — a valley 
wWch the early pioneers had alrepdj predicted must beconio 
the garden of ihe republic. There was the excitement of 
pioneer life, of fortune-hunting, and of Indian warfare, over 
the mountains, through the vast foresls, and along the rich 
savannas, the eager multitude carrying their effects or mer- 
chandise upon pack-horses, pressing their way, or floating 
down the niajostic Western rivers on rafts and flat-boats. 

The hardy pioneers who had made their claims were 
erecting or occupying rude log-cabins or block-houses, de- 
signed for strength rather than beauty — to be a defense from 
the storms of heaven and the more pitiless attacks of the 
Indians rather than to court admiration. A pioneer thus 
describes the hou.^e iu which he was living at that period; 
It was built of round logs from the forest trees, the first 
story made of the largest that the men could put up, the 
second story of smaller ones, and made to jut over two or 
three feet, so that no one could climb up to the top of the 
house. The chimneys were built on the inside of the house. 
The doors were made of puncheon slabs, six inches thick, 
and were baiTed on the inside by strong iron staples driven 
into the logs on both sides of the door, into which were 
placed strong bars. In the upper part of the house were 
port-holes, out of which an enemy could be shot; and as 
there were no windows allowed, these port-holes answered 
both for light and ventilation.* The house being thus 
strongly constmcled, the pioneer, with his fire arms and am- 
munition, was always prepared for war. The Mississippi 
Valley was also full of religious excitement among tho 
hardy pioneers. The history of the Church in modern 
times will not record a grander and more wonderful upris- 
ing of the people, at the call of the trumpet of tho Gospel, 
than was witnessed at tho beginning of the nineteenth cea- 

" FMfy-s Aulobiograiiliy, pnge 35. 
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tnry. Temples inado by handa were few and far bctwetn, 
but tbe people resorted to the primeval furests, the grsod 
old woods, aud there worshiped the God of nature and of 
grace in his own temple. I am loth to leave this period 
without dwelling upon the history and results of tbe camp- 
meetings of that period. In view, however, of tbe mnny 
important events crowding the period that I nm eipeclcd 
to review, I can only glance hastily at facts and bccom 
which will furnish to the historian matter for the most 
thrilling volumes. Two brothers in Kentucky by the niune 
of M'Gee, representing two denominations, widely different 
in doctrines and usages, began to labor together oa evangel- 
ists. Forgetful of all those peculiarities of faith in which 
Ihrir denominations could not agree, they dwelt upon (ha 
great fundamental doctrines of depravity, atonement by 
Christ, aod salvation by faith. The Word preached by 
them was attended with such power that multitudes flocked 
to hear them. Coming from a distance, the people would 
Sod it necessary to camp out for the night, and then, under 
the powerful attractions of the Gospel, they would remain 
for several days. The meetings soon became known by the 
name of camp-meetings. In the Spring of 1801 William 
M'Kendree was appointed presiding elder of the Kentucky 
district; and after satisfying himself that, notwithstanding 
some extravagances incident to the excitement, the groat 
work itself was of God, he encouraged tbe people to attend 
them. Rev. Henry Smith thus describes them: "At tba 
first oamp-meetingN but little preparations were made. A 
piece of ground was selected in some grove and cleared of 
underbrush ; a rude stand was erected, and a few s«at8 pro- 
vided near the stand. At some of tbe meetings two or 
three stands were erected, at which there wus preaching at 
tbe same time, while singing and praying would be f^oiafi 
on in circles at a distance from these Mands, At first thvn 
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w.is strong opposition, and iiot a little disorder, as might be 
expected. So many, however, of thejie violent opposers 
were 'knocked down,' as it was coinmouly eulted, that dread 
soon fell upon the multitude, and they were gveafly re- 
strained. Many fell under the preaching and eshortations; 
Bome who were not willing to yield when seized with con- 
viction, Tan to the woods to shuke it off, hut were pursued 
by the Spirit of God, and compelled to cry for mercy. It 
Boinetimes so happened that numbers fell about those first 
smitten, and the work eitended over acres of ground. On 
aucli oeeasiona little was heard but the loud cry for mercy, 
or the singing and shouting of heaven-born souls, and of 
their friends, rejoicing with and over them,"* 

Infidels and skeptical persona, not being able to compre- 
hend this phenomenon, were often in great perplexity. Fin- 
ley gives an account of one Dr. P., of Lcsiogton, Kentucky, 
who was thus confounded. He had accompanied a lady to 
the Cane-Kidge eamp-meoling. Having heard of the in- 
voluntary falling, and other eseveises, they agreed upon the 
way that, should either of them be thus strangely attacked 
or fall, the other should stand hj to the last. It was not 
long til! the lady was brought down with ail her pride be- 
fore God, a poor sinner in the dust. The Doctor, agitated, 
came up and felt her pulse; hut, alas! her pulse was gone. 
At this he turned pale, and staggering a few pacea fell be- 
neath the power of tbe same invisihlo Hand. After remain- 
ing some time in this stale they both revived rejoicing, 
went home happy in God, and lived and died consistent 
Christians. f The moat remarkable of these demonstrations 
of power was upon the part of wicked men and scoffers, 
who were stricken dowii in the very act of disturbing "the 
■ship of the people of God. The following instance oo- 
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curred at the same meeting refcrrdd to above, and is giTeo 
upoa the Bame authority. A leader and champion 
party of disturbers and opposers, mounted a large white 
horse, and vode iuto the midst of the praying circle, utter- 
ing the most horrid imprecations. Suddenly, as if amitlen 
by lightoing, he fell from his horse. At this a about went 
up from the multitude as if Lucifer himself had fallen. 
His limbs were rigid, his wrists pulseless, and his brcalb- 
gone. Several of his comrades came to look at him 
they loo fell like men slain iu battle. For thirty bou 
lay, to all human appearance, dead. During this tim 
people kept up singing and praying. At last he exhibited 
Kigns of life, hut they were fearful spasms, wbich seemed 
as if he were in a convulsion, attended by frightful groani, 
as if he were passing through the inteuaest agony. Ii tu 
not long, however, till his convulsions ceased, and springing 
to bis feet, his groans were converted into loud and joyoiu 
shouts of praise. The dark, fiend-like scowl which 
passed over his features gave way t« a happy smile which 
lighted up bis couatenance.* Such was the religiou 
citement amid which the nineteenth century hud its birth, 
which, with the excitement of pioneer emigration, and fre- 
quent collisions with the Indians, made the period emphat- 
ically one of stirring events. 

In 1T99 Rev. Henry Smith was appointed to the Miatdl 
circuit. Ho crossed the Ohio "River at the month of HtV 
Little Miami, on the 11th of September. Finding tliat 
brother Hunt was still supplying the circuit, and lookir^ 
over a vast Geld yet to be occupied, he detormioed not to 
build upon another man's fonndatioo, but to break up 
ground. On the 2M of the same monlh, therefore, hr 
started up the Ohio River to form a new circuit. Cm** 
uencing oo Eagle Creek, he thence directed bis cow 

»Fliiloy«iMiii>l,ioHmiiliy, |mKfsSM,ac«. 
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the moutli of the Scioto, and tlieuce up the river to Chilli- 
cothe. la three weeks the Scioto circuit was formed. In 
the Spring of 1801 he wus returned to the circuit, nod cod- 
ttnued here till the Fall of 1801. Speukiog of his adapta- 
tion to pioneer life, he Bays that ho accustomed himself to 
eat any thing that was set before him, to sleep anywhere, 
and to uccommodate himself to any inconvenience. His 
system, however, was not proof against the hijious and iu- 
terinittent fevers which then prevailed to a great extent in 
this country, especially in the rich river valleys. Occa- 
sionally, when the body was debilitated by disease, the 
hardships of this circuit life would become formidable, aud 
for a momeot the courage of the hero would fail. Thus, 
when recovering from a severe attack of the fever he was 
feebly making his way from Paint Creek to New Market, a 
' treiueaduus snow-storm mixed with hull overtook him; its 
pitiless peltings were so severe that for a little while he be- 
came despondent, and gave way to tears. Soon, however, 
he met a poor fellow not so well clad as himself, and ex- 
posed to the same storm. Then said the itinerant to him- 
self, "He is not as well clad as I am, and he is out upon 
his own business; I am out upon the Lord's business." So 
he dried up his tears, and weut on cheerfully to bis work.* 
The presiding elder who had charge of the Scioto circuit, 
traveled as fur as the Holston circuit, in Tenoessec, and em- 
braced all of Kentucky and all of the North-Western Ter- 
ritory west of this valley. By reference to the General 
Minutes, it will appear that in 1801 the districts look 
names, and that in 1802 the names of Conferences appear 
for the first lime. The Scioto circuit, which embraced this 
valley aud all west of this circuit, was connected with the 
Western Conference. The Little Kanawha and Muskingum 
^^fiiicuits, which embraced the territory of the present Ohio 
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Conference east of this valley, belonged to tbe Baltimore 
Conference. 

Having so briefly glanced at the foot-prints of the pio- 
neers who laid the foundation of the Church on the soil 
which we now cultivate, I come next to the organization of 
the Ohio Conference.^ whose semi-centennial anniversary we 
commemorate to-day. It was organized at the first dele- 
gated General Conference, in the city of New York, in the 
month of May, 1812. Its boundaries embraced all the 
State of Ohio, and parts of the States of New York, Penn- 
sylvania, Virginia, Kentucky, and all the Nortii -Western 
Territory not included in the Tennessee Conference. The 
year of its organization was also memorable in the his- 
tory of the country, on account of the breaking out of the 
war with Great Britain. It was feared that the drain of the 
membership in supplying the army would materially injure 
the work, but the ministers kept at their work, so that amid 
the excitement of martial music, military demonstrations, 
and the conflict of arms, the cause of God still went forward. 
In reviewing the history of our Conference during the half 
century of its existence, I shall, for convenience, divide it 
into five periods. We shall be gratified to see that each 
decade has made large accessions to our membership. It 
will also appear to the credit of our Conference that each 
period of its history has witnessed the calling into existence, 
through its instrumentality, some new agency, or some grand 
movement for the conversion of the world. 

The Conference was organized, as above stated, in 1812, 
and held its first session in Chillicothe ; and from the Min- 
utes of that Conference we learn there were sixty-one 
traveling preachers and twenty-three thousand two hundred 
and thirty-four members. These sixty-one traveling preach- 
ers were generally regulars, well drilled in the exercise, 
ready and willing to do the work assigned them. They 
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' fiilly and cheerfully submitted to the appointing power 
which was lodged with Bishops Aabury aod M'Kendree, 
the general gnperintendents of the whole body of Airerieaii 
Methodiats. These holy meu of God were aniiously looked 
for annually, to preside in the Conferences, Seldom, if 
ever, did they fail to meet expectations. By them the busi- 
oess appei'taining to an Annual Coofereooe wag presented 
and disposed of in due form ; the reports of the doings and 

■*oceeHs of each preacher were heard by them in Conference, 
and tlieir eyes were open to see for themselves, and their 
ears open to hear from otiicra, both what should be done 
for the preaehera and the charges. They were accessible 
both to preachers and people. It was understood by nil 
concerned, that to go forward as a Church successfuily and 
harmoniously, there must he upon the part of the preachers 
a full rcliDquishmeDt of the right to choose their own 

teliarges, and upon the part of the membership a full relin- 
^isbment of the right to select their own preacher. With- 
oat such surrender to tjie appointing power, disorder and 
dissatisfactioo would be inevitable. Out of sixty-one preach- 
6IB twenty might be specially sought after by the charges, 
xnd out of forty-five charges ten might be specially sought 
after by the preachers. The twenty preachers could not 
supply all (he charges, nor (he ten charges accommodate 
all the preachers; but on the plan to which all should sub- 
nit the sixly-one preachers have work aasigned them, and 
■ tio charge is left without a preacher ; every preacher is em- 
ployed and every charge supplied. It may so happen every 
year that some preachers and some charges are not so well 
accommodated as they could desire. They may feci that 
tlieir lot is a hard one ; it may he so, and yet it may he for 
the best; some one must have this charge, why not I? 
- All the preachers want work, and they all have it; all the 
charges want a preacher, and all have Ihciu. Tlius the 
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work goes on from year to year. Fifty years have passed 
since the Ohio Conference commenced acting on that prin- 
ciple, and the cases of demur, either on the part of the 
preacher or on the part of the charge, have been few and 
far between ; and in no case, as far as I have been capable 
of judging, has the rebel preacher or the rebel charge 
made that rebellion profitable, either to the Church or the 
rebel. It is to be hoped that the good reasons for intro- 
ducing such a policy will always be appreciated. It is not 
becoming in any preacher to insist on having a particular 
charge, or in any charge to insist on any particular preacher. 
There may be and often are good reasons known to the 
B'ishop why such an appointment should not be made, and 
at the same time be improper for him to divulge those rea- 
sons. A conformity to the Oolden Rule will always have 
a salutary effect; that rule is valuable above all price, and 
all may profit by it. I assume the fact that the appoint- 
ments, under God, come from one who loves the Church, 
and Id tends, with the means in his hands, to advance, as 
best he can, the general good. 

The Conference had five districts and forty-five circuits, 
each of which included territory from four to eight tiroes 
as large as that of districts and circuits of this day. Sta- 
tions had not then commenced among us. Our first set of 
presiding elders were all men of mark; namely, David 
Young, Jacob Young, James Quinn, John Sale, and Solo- 
mon Langdon. David Young was then in the seventh year 
of his ministry, a man of undoubted piety and great zeal. 
His oratorical and reasoning powers were not surpassed by 
any. Jacob Young, then in the ninth year of his ministry, 
was a man of deep, uniform piety, sound judgment, and a 
great advocate and defender of Methodism. James Quinn, 
of precious memory, was in the thirteenth year of his min- 
istry, nn able divine, efficient in the work; his name is 
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The two Toungs lingered with us the longest, but they, too, 
have now gone to join their eo-laborera on the other shore. 
At that day, thongh there was great honor attsched to the 
office of presiding elder, those men, thongh they gained 
character by it, did not suffer the office to depreciate in their 
hands. We are thankful that the office remains, and that 
worthy men in the main, from first to last, have filled it. 
The succession has been, nnd we humbly trust will be kept 
up, and that those only who are well qualified will be ap- 
pointed to it. There were others, many others of the sixty- 
one who received appointments at the first Conference, as 
worthy of honorable mention as those already Darned, Such 
were Samuel Parker, Alexander Cummins, James B. Fin- 
ley, John Brown, William Lamden, John Strange, Moses 
Cmme, Benjamin Lakin, Isaac Quinn, Marcus Lindscy, 
John Collins, Charles Holliday, William Burke, and others. 
The circuits during that decade continued large, the 
prcnehers having appointments for almost every day of the 
month, nnd in some instances more appointments than there 
are days in the month. With the preachers it was literally 
a protracted meeting from Conference to Conference. 

10 a definite idea of this, look at the boundaries 
«f Letart Falls circuit, the first I traveled, in the year 
1817, and much smaller than some I traveled afterward: 
Starting from Letart Falls, I went up the Ohio River five 
miles, and crossed into Virginia, and preached at the month 
of Mill Creek; from there to Statt's, eight miles up Mill 
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Creek; from tbere took the back track, passed over into 
Ohio, and down to Letart, there preached Sabbath and 
Sabbath night; from there I crossed the Ohio River into 
Virginia, and took my course down across the flats and 
oyer the mountains, crossing the Big Kanawha, filling 
appointments on the way, till I got opposite the mouth 
of Big Raccoon; then crossed the river into the State of 
Ohio, preached at Lanford's, at the mouth of Raccoon; 
from there up the creek to where Patriot now stands ; from 
there on to Syms Creek, and down it to its mouth, filling 
three appointments on the way; from there down the Ohio 
River four miles below, where. Burlington now stands; from 
there I passed on in a north-west course through the forest, 
to Oak Hill, near where Jackson now is; from thence east- 
ward, to Buck's, where Centemlle now is; from thence to 
Kirkpatrick's, near Ridgeway; from thence to A. Donley's; 
from thence to William Cheriugton's, both not far from Oal- 
lipolis; from thence to Long's, near where Porter now is; 
from thence to Edmonson's, near where Ewington now is; 
from thence to Abraham Hawk's, near where Wilksville 
now is ; from thence to Edward Williams's ; from thence 
to Daniel Rathburn's, on Leeding Creek, seven miles from 
its mouth ; from thence to Vining's, up the creek ; from 
thence across the hills to Cowderey's, on Shade River, a 
small distance above where Chester now stands ; from 
thence eastward to Graham station, on the Ohio River; 
then up the Qhio to Letart Falls, the place of beginning, 
two hundred and fifty miles travel ; poor roads at best, 
much of the route no roads at all, many streams not 
bridged, oft high water; still the journey was performed 
every four weeks, and twenty-five stateci appointments filled, 
and frequently appointments at night that enter not into 
this account. The Methodist Episcopal Church has thir- 
teen charges within what was then Letart. Falls cii-cuit. 



COMMEMORATION SERMON. 857 

During tliia decade, at the General Conference of 1820, a 
braDch of the Book Concern was established within the 
bounds of the Ohio Conference, at Cincinnati, and Slurtin 
Buter was appointed to its agency. Tlie wisdom of thia 
movement has been demonstrated by the wonderful prosper- 
ity nod power of thia ogency among us for good. From a 
dimiiiutiTe depository, with a single agent, it has grown to a 
mammoth publishing house, rivuled by none in the Missis- 
sippi Valley. It issues one monthly periodical, with a cir- 
culation of 30,500, and four weeklies, in two languages, 
with an aggregate circulation of 78,000 ; periodical sales 
amounting to *195,297,47, and book sales to 8133,482.34, 
and upward of 4,000,000 pages of tracts. It employs a 
capital of 8359,860.21, embraoiog its real estate, and a 

^B working force of ninety men and thirty women. 

^^ At the SBuie General Conference the Kentucky Conference 
was formed, and took from the Ohio Conference its terri- 
tory lying in that State, and fifty-five preachers and 13,52t! 
members. 

The great event of that decade, however, and that which 
will immortalizo both the period and the Conference, was 
the rise of the Foreign Missionary Society, as connected 
with the'Methodist Episcopal Church, 

The Ohio Conference had the honor of leading our Zion 
in thia department of labor. In 1819, in the city of Now 
York, at a meeting of preachers, a committee was appointed 
to prepare a Constitution, in view of the organization of a 
Missionary Society. The following preachers were present: 
Freeborn Garrettaon, Joshui Soule, Samuel Merwin, Selh 
Croweli, Nathan Bang.^, Laban Clark, Thomas Mason, Sam- 
uel Howe, and Thomas Thorp. A resolution in favor of 
ibrmiug a Bible and Missionary Society w:i3 passed, and the 
LStb of April and Forsyth -Street Church selected as the time 
ind place when the Constitution should be submitted to a 



public meeting for discussion. The historian gives ns 
inliniatioD of the DumberB present at that meeting, or 
xcal with vhich they entered into the work. A ConslitnttoD 
was adopted, the names of subscribers taken, and the fol- 
lowing officers elected; President, William M'Keudree; Cor- 
responding Secretary, Thomas Mason ; Treasurer, Joshn^ 
Sonle. At the first meeting of the Board of Mnna^rf 
address and circular, prepared by a committee appointed fur 
that purpose, were adopted and ordered to be printed in ihe 
Methodist Magazine, and in pamphlet form. As the Con- 
stitutioD of the Society contemplated action upon the part 
of the oncoming General Conference, the subject came before 
that body at the session of 1820. An able report, prepared 
by the late Bishop Emory, was presented and adopted. That 
report opens with this language: "Your committee regard 
the Christian ministry as peculiarly a missionary miaielry. 
'Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel tc overj 
creature,' is the very foundation of its authority, and de- 
velops its character simultaneously with its origin. After 
referring to the missionary spirit as the life of the Church, 
nnd to the zeal and success of the Wesleyan Church in 
Great Britain in this department, it goes on to spread ont 
the special field which this society should attempt at ooe« 
to enter and cultivate. In that connection we find this lan- 
guage ; "In n particular manner the committee 8oliott ibm 
attention of the Conference to the condition of tlie aborig- 
inals of our country, the Indian tribes. American Chriatiau 
are certainly under peculiar obligations to impart to ihera 
the blessings of oivilizatjon and Christian tight. That then 
is no just cause to despair of success through grace in this 
charitable and pious undertaking, is demonstrated hj the 
fact that there are already gathered into Church- Tel I owship 
about sixty members of the Wyandot tribe in th« Stale oT 
Ohio, and tltal a aucccssful mission, under our direclion, ii 
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'Bow in operatioQ among them. Why might not similar sue- 
attend other misBions among other tribes?"* 
'mm this historical record these two thinga nppRar: 1. 

foreign mission had been BnceessfBlly planted before the 
organisation of the Missionary Society; and, 2. That mja- 
BiOD was in the bounds of and under the care of the Ohio 
Conference. As this department of Christian effort has 
since grown to such colossal proportions, and produced such 
grand results, it is with honest pride that we trace the origin 
of Methodist Episcopal missions to our own Conference. 
Let U8 then pause for a little while to contemplate the cir- 
cumstances under which oor first mission among a pagan 
planted. 

In the year 1816 a free colored man by the name of John 

iward, residing in Marietta, Ohio, felt strangely improased 
ly the Spirit of God to travel toward the North-west, that 
preach the Goapel to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel. He saw in his vision an aged Indian man and 
woman, with imploring counlcnaDce, looking to him for the 
Word of life. He communicated his impressions to his 
religions friends, hut the scheme to them looked so unprom- 
ising that they gave him no encouriigement. He could, 
however, find no rest to hia mind except when he was yield- 
ing to those impressions. Finally, God having given him 
some special sign which he had asked, he determined to 
obey the call. By this time his claaa-leader had come to 
sympathize with him in his strange impreasions, and they 
Hpent a great part of the night preceding his departure 
together in prayer, that God's blessing might attend him. 
And what a scene wis that! I have read of great gather- 
splendid temples on taking leave of missionaries, 
\}m.t I confess that the gathered multitude, the aplendid 

iple, the eloquence and feeling of those occasions have 

oi'jnrilic'Mfitlin.lislBiMsi'oi'alChiireli.Vul.Iir, piigo8ll3-IU. 
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oever, to my mind, reached the sublimity of that occasioD, 
when this humble colored exhorter and his class-leader 
were wrestling with God together, that he would direct the 
willing feet of his servant to the place where he might shed 
light upon the minds of those sitting in the region and 
shadow of death. The handful of corn was about to be 
planted upon the top of the mountain, which, in the proyi- 
dence of God, in after years should shake like Lebanon. 
Steward, with his little bundle in his hand, started on foot 
and alone in a north-westerly direction, sometimes pursuing 
his way through the trackless forest, veering to the right 
or left, according to the impressions made by his inward 
monitor. After some days he came to a settlement of In- 
dians at Pipetown; he now supposed that he had reached 
his destination. He spent the night with them, and opened 
to them the Gospel. In the morning, however, he felt im- 
pelled to continue his journey. After some days he reached 
the Wyandot nation of Indians, in Upper Sandusky. - He 
called upon Mr. Walker, a sub-agent of the Government 
among these Indians, ^e had no Episcopal credentials to 
present, nor educational endowments or personal presence 
to recommend him. He related to Mr. and Mrs. Walker 
his Christian experience, and how God had sent him to 
preach the Gospel to the Indians. They listened to his 
story, and being convinced of the purity of his motives, 
threw no obstructions in his way. His first sermon was 
preached to an old Indian woman. The next day two aged 
Indians, a man and a woman, came to hear him. , He took 
courage, for though his congregation was small at his first 
sermon, it had increased a hundred-fold in a day. But 
what gave him the greatest encouragement was, that he 
recognized the two persons who constituted his second con- 
gregation as the same persons he had seen in his vision 
while passing through the singular mental exercise at Ma- 
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rietta. At the dose of hie sermon they came forward ai)d 
gave Lim the hand of welcome. He was now fully assured 
that this was to be hia field of labor, anil so diligently and 
efficiently did he briug the Gospel home to the underatand- 
mg of these two aged lodians, that they were soon con- 
verted to God, Around them soon gathered a aotigregalion, 
first curious, then serious, then in deep distrona, calliug upon 
God for mercy, and finally joyful in the hope of the Gospel. 
Among the^B converts were several iaflaeutial chiefs of the 
tiatioD — Belweea-the-Logs, Moouucue, Hicks, and Scutash; 
alfio, two of the interpreters, Poiofer and Armstrong. Noth- 
-iog pleased the missionary more than the conversion of 
Pointer, the colored interpreter. At first this boy had per- 
formed the office of interpreter of the Gospel with a good 
deal of iodifiereDce aod reluctance. Sometimes after iDler- 
preting a scuteoce he would add, "So Steward says, but I 
do n't know whether it ia so or not, and do n't care." Now 
that he was converted, he would be more efficient and ear- 
nest as a helper in the good work. In 1819 the mission 
was taken under the care of the Ohio Cotifereooc, and at- 
Uched to the Lebanon district, of which Rev. J. B. Finley 
wag presidiog elder. At the Confereiico of 1820, held at 
Chilliuothe, deeply interesting interviews were had with a 
delegation from the Wyandot nation, who brought a peti- 
tion for the sppoititmeut of a missionary to their people 
from the Ohio Conference. The petition was granted, and 
Rev. M. Henkle was appointed. 

My time will not permit me to follow this history further. 
This waa the first of our missions among pagan populations. 
In less than forty years, behold what God hath wrought! 
Missions have been established among other Indian tribes 
upon this continent, and our missionaries have crossed 
oceans, planting tho standard of the Cross on the shores of 
Africa, ami among the vaat pagan popuhition of Cliina and 
;il 
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India. The Methodist Episcopal Church has among the 
aboriginals of this country 21 missionaries and 1,557 mem- 
bers; in India, 20 missionaries and 82 members; in China, 
5 missionaries and 56 members; in Africa, 25 missionaries 
and 1,498 members. The missionary contributions for the 
first year— 1820— were $823.04, and $85.76 expended. The 
last year — 1860 — the missionary collections were, as the 
Minutes show, $258,849, and all expended ; $10,334 of that 
amount from the Ohio Conference, to say nothing of amounts 
raised by other branches and offshoots of American Meth- 
odism. As though God would set his seal of approbation 
to this missionary movement, the same year was signalized 
by special revivals of religion within the bounds of the Ohio 
Conference. At Chillicothe 320 were converted and added 
to the Church, among whom was the man who was erecting 
the Methodist church in that place, together with all his 
family, and all the workmen employed upon the house. 
During this first decade of our Conference history, the min- 
istry in the Church at large had increased from 688 to 891 ; 
and the membership from 195,357 to 281,146. The Ohio 
Conference had increased in the ministry i\*om 61 to 88, 
and the membership from 23,284 to 34,178. 

I now pass to the second decade of our Conference his- 
tory. The year 1822 witnessed gracious outpourings of the 
Spirit of God within its bounds. Bangs's History makes 
special mention of that which attended the Scioto camp- 
meeting. This meeting was held at White Brown's camp- 
ground, within the bounds of what is now Deer Creek cir- 
cuit, and was under the charge of Samuel Parker and Alex- 
ander Cummins. About sixty of the converted Wyandots 
were present, and their thrilling and powerful experiences 
melted all hearts. Those who had been accustomed in 
other days to meet the Indians in their savage state on the 
bloody field of strife, were deeply moved by what they now 
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ritnesaed. Tlie Word of God powerfully prevailed, aod 
e revival spread ia all directions. 

, During this decade, as of interest in the general history 
F Ameriuao Methodism, should be meutioued the eatab- 
lishineat of the Christian Advocate and Journal, the parent 
of a DOW lurge and influential fumily of Advoeutes. The 
paper wjls issued in New York city, in the month of Sep- 
tember, 1826. The next year, namely, 1827, the Sundai/ 
School Union Was Organized. These appliances have exerted 
an incalculable amount of good since their establishment. 
Our denominntion had indeed given some attention to Sab- 
bath'Scliools on this continent at an earlier day, but not till 
Ihia period had the subject taken organic shape, or de- 
manded so large attention. During this decade, too, the 
polity of the Methodist Episcopal Cburch underwent the 
most thorough and searohiug investigation. The cry was 
raised that her govcrninent was not in harmony with the 
republican principles of the land. Giant minds came in 
oooflict, and in some places the collision threatened to prove 
disastrous to the interests of the Church. The principles 
of our government were irrefutably defined by the able pens 
of Bond, Emory, and others, and firmly administered by the 
rnajority of our presiding elders and pastors. The incurably 
disaffected seceded and organized the Protestant Methodist 
Church. The heat of that controversy has long since passed 
away, and the historian will make up his verdict from the 
comparative success of the so-called Reformers, and the 
Church against whose government they so earnestly battled. 
If the Reformers improved upon the polity of Methodism, 
it ie but fair to demand the proofs of this improvement in 
the history of the growth and success of the Church which 
they foi'med. They were led on by men of giiint intellect, 
and whose names had been a tower of strength in the 
denomination for years. A careful examination of history 
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will sufficiently demonstrate the wisdom of our fathers in 
their eouree. 

During this period, namely, at the General Cooference of 
1824, the Pitteburg Conference was organized, taking from 
the Ohio Confeveuce all the territory east of the Muskingum 
Kiyer, except Marietta and Zaiieaville, together with what 
then lay in Virginia, Pennsylvania, and New York, About 
40 preachers xnd 12,000 members went with the territory. 

The important event of this period, which reflects honor 
upon the Ohio Conference, was an effort to found an insti' 
tutioD.of learning of a high grade. Before this time, sev- 
eral colleges and academies had been projected in other 
parts of the Church, but to this time no persevering and 
Bucceasful effort had been made to plant and endow an insti- 
tution of learning so as to give promise of permanence and 
extended usefulness. At the Conference of 1820, held in 
Chillicothe, a plan was agreed upon, and commissioners 
appointed to select a location. lo consequence of the offer 
upon the port of the trustees of Bracken Academy, to loan 
the Church the use of $10,000, on condition of its location 
at Augusta, the institution was fixed at that point, in the 
State of Kentucky, and on the banks of the Ohio River. 
This location was also esteemed advisable in view of having 
the Kentucky Conference to unite in the founding and sup- 
port of the college. In 1823 John P. Finley was appointed 
by the Kentucky Conference iu charge of the infuut insti- 
tution. In 1825 a commodious college edifice was erected, 
and with the organization of an able faculty, the institution 
rapidly IncreaHcd in popularity. Its students gathered from 
all parts of the land, and soon filled up its halls. For about 
a quarter of a century Augusta College accomplished a 
large amount of good. It enjoyed the labors, in its boards 
of instruction, in the prime of their days, of such men as 
Finley, Tomlinson, Fielding, Baseom, Durbin, Ruler, Trim- 
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I fclo, Jl'Cown, and Others, men who had few auperiora, either 

■ in the re citation -room or in the pulpit. It survived to see 

B-fts graduates in high places, both in Church and Stale, nil 

Ib^er the land. When at last a proaWery faoaticiHrn struck 

i fatal blow at the old institutioa wliicli had done so 

I niuch for the dcvclopnieut of the niiud of the Mississippi 

rVuUey, it had the pleasure of looking over the laud and 

witnessing how large a band of institutions had sprung up 

all around it to supply its place. Hud this first succesaful 

Methodist college which the world ever saw been planted 

Tiipon free instead of slave soil, it would doubtless have 

jngthened with years, and flourished for centuries. When 

Pthe Kentucky Leijisliture repealed the charter of the Col- 

:, conimtsBionera were appointed by the Ohio Conference 

ilose up its affairs, and so much of its endowments as 

B^uld be saved by our Conference was loaned to the Ohio 

csleyan University, where they now constitute part of the 

fctsodowment fund. When Augusta College was founded, the 

Stale universities and colleges were generally oonlroUed by 

other denominations, and it was not uncommon to hear 

remarks made touching educational enterprise which were 

by no means complimentary to our Church, Thirty-five 

I years, however, have made a vast change in this respect. 
The Methodist Episcopal Church now has in the United 
Stales a larger number of universities, colleges, and semi- 
Bariea, and in their halls a larger number of students than 
iny other denomination. Besides which, she now takes a 
leading part in the management of State and other non- 
denominational institutions of learning. She purposes hon- 
estly and faithfully to do her full share in the education of 
the youth of the land. She now has 24 universities and 
colleges and 126 seminaries. 

At the close of this decade, namely, 1831, there were in 
the Cborcb 2,010 traveling preachers and 513,114 mciabctB; 
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and in the Ohio Conference there were 132 traveling preach- 
ers and 34,178 memhers. The increase of traveling preach- 
ers was l,119y and of memhers 231,968; in the mean time 
the increase in the Ohio Conference was 44 travelinsr 
preachers and 6,458 memhers; a fine increase, considering 
the numher set off to Pittshurg. 

We now take up the third decade of our history. The 
general spirit of the Church for the evangelization of the 
world was advancing. The Ohio Conference having set an 
example hy sending missionaries to the pagan trihes on our 
own shores, the Church now followed that example hy send- 
ing them ahroad. In the year 1833 Melville B. Cox, a man 
of great firmness of purpose, meekness of spirit, and hum- 
ing zeal for the cause of God, offered himself as a mission- 
ary for Africa. It was feared hy many that he would fall 
a martyr to the climate of that country. Being asked by 
some one what should be written on his tombstone, should 
he die in Africa, he replied, " Let thousands fall before 
Africa be given up." Though the brave missionary lived 
but a few months, he accomplished a work, under God, of 
incalculable value to the Church at home, and to the 
heathen abroad. The mission planted by him has grown 
and prospered till a Conference has been established, em- 
bracing 25 traveling and 33 local preachers and 1,566 mem- 
bers. The next year after Cox offered himself for Africa, 
Jason and Daniel Lee offered themselves for a missionary 
expedition to the Flat-Head Indians, beyond the Rocky 
Mountains. The call to which they responded was one that 
thrilled the heart of the Church. The Flat-Heads, having 
a tradition that away toward the rising sun there lived a 
people who could instruct them in the true religion, after 
discussing the matter in their council, determined to. dis- 
patch a messenger to find that people and get that instruc- 
tion. The messenger made his tedious apd toilsome way to 
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ring this decade, namely, in 1836, the boundaries of 
■ ihe Ohio Conference were still further eontraoted by the or- 
■lHaniKatiott of the Michigan Conference. It took from us 
HiohiguD Territory, and four presiding elder's districts in 
1 State of Ohio, and of our preachers 129, nud of our 
f nembers 23,S67. 

The great event of ttis period, however, as connected 
Lwith the Ohio Conference, and which we regard as one of 
w&e most important historical events of modorn Christianity, 
I the founding of missions among the Germans. We 
^Would do unpardonable injustice to this Conference and this 
KoaBion did wc not direct special attention to this Bublimo 
In the year 1835, after a somewhat protracted dis- 
a in the Ohio Conference, William Nast was appointed 
"■roiBBionary to the German population of Cincinnati. The 
soil to bo cultivated seemed to be barren and unpromising 
enough. The German mind had become deeply and widely 
poisoned with the infidelity of rationalism. The pantheistic 
philosophy had taten possession of leading German minds 
at home both in and out of the Church. And the masses 
of people who flocked lo this country to make money gave 
poor encourageraout for an evangelist. There was encour- 
agement, however, to that class of persons who felt that 
while the Gospel was a stumbliog-block to some and fool- 
ishness to others, it still remained the power of God and 
the wisdom of God to every one who would receive it. 
^_ William Nast had the demonstration of this in bis own ex- 
^^toenence, and be had hope for his countrymen. His fitness 
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gonnl history, and from the results of his plans and efforts. 
He was born at Stuttgart, the capital of Wurtemberg, in 
Germany. During his university course, he was in the 
labyrinth of pantheism. He declined, therefore, entering 
the three years' theological course, which follows the phil- 
osophical course, preferring to sacrifice all his property in 
paying back to the State what it had spent upon his educa- 
tion, rather than to enter the ministry, solemnly promising 
to preach doctrines which he did not believe. It was urged 
that many of those highest in the Church held and taught 
the same doctrine which he held ; but this would not sat- 
isfy his conscience. He positively declined to enter the 
pulpit. In 1828 he came to America, and some time after 
became tutor in a Methodist family. He there formed the 
acquaintance of several ministers of the Baltimore Confer- 
ence. He became deeply convicted for sin, but for a time 
he labored under the error of supposing that it was incon- 
sistent with the Divine justice that the sinner should be 
absolved from the guilt afld penalty of sin without suffering 
in part himself for his sins. He passed through mental 
struggles dark and terrible as those which marked the ex- 
perience of the other great German Reformer. His case 
attracted attention, and many persons became deeply inter- 
ested for him. Some already seemed to have a premonition 
that he was designed by God for a special work. A pious 
old lady by the name of Patrick, while encouragiDg him on 
one occasion, said, " William, do n't doubt, you will yet get 
the blessing. The Lord has a great work for you to do. 
You will yet take the Gospel trumpet and publish the Sav- 
ior's name to your countrymen." While occupying a place 
in the Board of Instruction at Kenyon College, he made 
several journeys to Zanesville, to converse with Rev. Henry 
S. Farnandis, from whom he received much encouragement 
After this he attended quarterly-meeting in the town of 
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inTille, Knox connty, Ohio, at whicb Rev. Adam Puc was 
tte presiding elder. A powerful revival was in progress. 
lie went forward for prayers, bat after praying long and 
earnestly, he arose discouraged, and started to leave the 
house. As ho approached the door, he looked back upon 
the happy converts, and as he listenecl to them shouting the 
praise of God. saddenly these words, "There is bread 
enough in mj Father's house," were impressed with divine 
power upon his mind. Hia spiritual eyes were opened to 
ness of the merits of Christ. In a moment, 
lliiDkiDg no more of his want of qualification, he resolved to 
iproach the mercy-seat again. He hastened hack to a 
imer of the house — fell oa his knees to plead once more 
■with Sod for mercy. But as he this time offered nothing 
bat Jesus, the moment he opened hia mouth to ask hia 
prayer was answered. Happy in God, he returned to Ken- 
yon College, called the professors and students together, 
and after tilling them what God had done for him, kneeled 
down and prayed with them, and gave thanks to God. Soon 
after this he was licensed to preach, and at the Conference 
I in Springfield, as above stated, w d 

traveling connection, and appoint d mm 

to Cincinnoti. Such, then, were h fi f 

the missionary — thoroughly educated n y g 

literature, but in those phases of infii wh h h d w p 

the great masa of his countrymen fro h m d 

of Christian faith; a man of deep and g p 

and willing to give his time, talents, d h 

of God among hia countrymen. If th m pp a. d he 
the appropriate person for the work, th h b 

have completed the demonstration. Th m my d 

course prevent me from going into deta h up d 

work. The revival commenced in Cin p d 

points within the bounds of the Ohio x d ng 
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to other ConfereDces, crossed the Atlantic Oceaq, and made 
a profound impression upon the great German heart in the 
Father-land. Rev. Dr. Nast does not now stand alone; 
but around him gather as his spiritual children, and the 
results of his labors and faith, 241 traveling and 205 local 
preachers, and 21,000 members in this country; and 18 
preachers and 1,354 members in Germany. To assist them 
in their work, two papers, with an aggregate circulation of 
26,000, are issued by the Cincinnati Book Concern. A tract 
publishing house has been established in Germany, and Dr. 
Nast is now preparing and publishing an original comment- 
ary on the Bible in the German language. While we thank 
God for what has already been done, we can see that it is 
only the commencement of a revival destined to regenerate 
Germany. 

I come now to the fourth division of the history, reaching 
from 1841 to 1851. During this period the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church was visited by the most extraordinary revivals, 
and rent by internal dissensions. The net increase of the 
membership of the Methodist Episcopal Church for 1842-43, 
as reported by the General Minutes, reached the astonishing 
aggregate of 257,465. The year 1844 precipitated a collis- 
ion between that portion of the membership of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church which clung to the primitive doc- 
trine of American Methodism on the subject of slavery, and 
that portion of the membership which had become, to some 
extent, leavened with the spirit of slavery. The slavery 
question had agitated the Church to a greater or less extent 
during its whole history. Stringent laws had sometimes 
been enacted, and then followed by compromises and at- 
tempts to conciliate those who professed to be aggrieved. 
Whatever of compromise or laxity of administration had 
marked any portion of our history, there was one place in 
tlie economy of the Church where slave-holding has never 
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been allowed. Our general superintendenta had kept pure 
from this COD tam in at ion. At the General Conference of 
1844 it began to be whispered that Bishop Andrew had 
become the owner of slaves. No biabop was more dearly 
beloved, none had been more abundantlj honored through- 
out the borders of our Zion. The question was started in 
'many hearts as between duty and affection : Shall we arraign 
Bishop Andrew, or shall we wink at this thing? It was 
not, however, of difficult solution. Two men, both of 
6outhern antecedents, both well known as strongly conserv- 
ative men- — men, too, who were strong personal friends of 
Bishop Andrew— Rot. J. B. Pinley and Rev. J. M. Trimble, 
offered a resolutioo requesting the Committee on the Kpisco- 
pacy to examine and report the faefs in regard to the rumor 
of Bishop Andrew's connection with slavery. The report 
fully sustained the rumor, and the Bishop himself fully ex- 
plained the oircamstances of the case. It is thought that 
iie would have promptly resigned, but the Southern leadera 
•upposing that they never would have the opportunity of 
discussing the general subject under more favorable circum- 
Btances, insisted that he should maintain his position. After 
fiiH and prolonged discussion, the Conference passed a roso- 
setting it forth as the " sense of that General Con- 
ference, that Bishop Andrew desist from the esereise of 
his office till this ImpeJiment should be removed." What 
immediately followed, the protest of the minority, the an- 
swer of the majority, the plan of separation, and the means 
by which the great mass of the members of moat of the 
Southern Conferences were induced to secede from the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, are matters of familiar history 
upon which I can not now dwell. As might have been an- 
ticipated, the Southern secession has continued to tend to- 
ward slavery, till nil of the old landmarks have been broken 
down, and her stroog men have become principal champions 
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of the divine right of slavery. On the otlier hand, the 

Methodist Episcopal Church has continued to speak out 

with B clear and more emphatic voice at every General 

Conference, till to-dny her ij 

doin is more powerful than e\ 

may attach in hiatory to thi 

for taking BO firm a stand, 

Church 

vital question 

the Ohio Con 

tta before slat 

the matter to 

Upon the period extending from 1851 to the present I do 
not propose to dwell. Its Hcenea are fresh in the memory 
of us all. At its beginning we Buffered a large bereave- 
ment of ministers and members, as well os territory, in the 
organization of the Cincinnati Conference. It took from us 
188 preachers and 34,239 members. The period has been 
marked with missionary zeal and liberality, educational and 
Church est«nsion enterprise, and an encouraging degree of 
religious prosperity. The Conference to-day enrolls 178 
traveling and 248 local preachers; 34,136 members; 489 
churches, valued at 1533,129, aod 89 parsonages, valued 
at «74,340; 551 Sab bath -sehooU, 6,327 teachers, 32,708 
scholars, 104,994 books in library. The Methodist Epig- 
copal Church now enrolls 6,987 traveling and 8,188 local 
preachers and 994,447 members; 9,754 churches, valued at 
$19,553,054; 2,674 parsonages, valued at 82,663,318; 
13,243 Sabbath-schools. 146,120 teachers, 793,131 schol- 
ars, 2,672.482 hooka in library. The rates of increase or 
decrease during each decade have been as follows ; Id the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, in the first, increase, 31 per 
cent.; in the second, 82 per cent,; in the third, 66 per cent.; 
in the fourth, tJie decrease was 15 per cent., owing to the 
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Soutliern seoession of nearly 400,000; and in the fifth, in- 
areaae 37 per ceat. lu the five decades, the per cent, of 
iocrease was 364, lu the same periods the Ohio Confer- 
ence, first decade, increased 46 per cent,; the second, 19 
per cent.; the third, 33 per cent.; the fourth, 25 per cent.; 
the fifth, 49 per cent, decreiise, by the heavy draw on its 
meinbership to form the Cincinnati Conference. 

Leaving this period to younger and ahler pens, I turn 
now to review veiy hastily the past, and gather up some of 
the lessons with which this day and this occasiou should 
impress us. The record of the Ohio Conference during the 
half century of its existence is one of which we need not 
be ashamed. We have seen that she has had bonorable 
connection with many of the important moral and religious 
movements of the age. Curing her first deoade she planted 
the first foreign mission of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
During her second, she projected and founded, in connection* 
with the Kentucky Conference, the fli'st successful Meth- 
odist college iu the world. During the third, she started 
the great domestic mi.^sionary movement among the German 
population, which in its growth and success has equally sur- 
prised and delighted the Christian worlJ; and during the 
fourth period, through her delegation in the General Con- 
ference, she was instrumental in arresting the Church iu her 
pro-slavery tendency, and to elevate her in the eyes of the 
vorld as ready to sacrifice every thing else for the preser- 
vation of her purity. In 1836 the General Conference 
selected one from among ua for the work and ofBce of a 
Bishop; and iu 1844 selected another. The former is now 
;nt to the bench; the latter 
I ^rved the Church in that -office efficiently for eight years, 
] consequence of affliction, retired. They jive, and 
ve, in the confidence and esteem of the Church. 
hiring the first filly years past 872 persons have been 




J 



874 APPENDIX. 

admitted on trial into the Ohio Cooference; 800 of them, 
after two jears piobatiou, were received into full connectJoo. 
They came iu clasaee varying id Durobers from three, the 
gmallefit class, to thirty -three, the largest ulusa. The§e 
have all stood before the Cooference, been publicly exam- 
ined by the Bishops, according to the forms of oar excel- 
lent Diecipliue. Aa only 72 oat of the 872 were discoDliD- 
ued at the expiration of their probation, it would seem 
that the Cooference has exercised commendable caution. I 
would earnestly call the attention of the Conference to 
this poiot, in order thut all who are added to the body be 
such as will add to its strength and efficiency. The door 
of admission both on trial and into fall coonectlon ahould 
be guarded with a watchful eye. During the half century 
168 preachers of the Ohio Coufercuce have located. The 
causes of these locations are not matters of recordj eome 
'of them had sufficient reason, and were prompted by pure 
motives, in retiring from the regular work ; others, possibly, 
were prompted by trivial or selfish considerations. Some 
of them, in after years, were re-admitted to the travel- 
ing connection. Others applied, but failed of being re- 
admitted. I have been a careful observer of these thioj^s 
for many years, hut have seldom known a. preacher who 
retired from the field from other causes than a failure of 
health, to he either conteuled in his mind or prosperoaa in 
his business. I would ask my young brethren iu the miu- 
istry when tempted to leave the Word to serve tables, to 
weigh the matter well. The Coufercuce may easily supply 
your place, but if your location is not in the order of liod, 
all your fond anticipations will tail. 

Scattered along through the General Minutes are the 
memoirs of fitly-six of our fathers and brethren, who hav« 
died at the post of duty. Having taught the lesaous of 
holy living, they taught also the lessons of happy dying. 
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Pre&ohera die, and all most die. We may preucli tlie fuucr- 
still bear iq miud tliat uLliers will soon 
officiate at our funerals, and let uh be veudy wlieo Cbe Mur- 
ter comes to call us. The youngest of those fifty-ais was 
twenty-five years old at the time of hia death, and tlio old- 
est was ninety-ODC. TLe average age was fifly years. The 
contemplation of the death of our fathers and brethren is 
in one sense sad. There is, however, one other item that 
we glean from our Minules, unspeakably more sad than the 
death of the preachers. I refer to their expulsion on ac- 
count of immorality. Would to God that such an instance 
had never pained our hearts or tainted our recDrdsl But, 
alas I in a few instances, Christ and his cause have been 
scandalized in the eyes of the world by wickedness among 
the ministers of the Gospel. During the history of our 
Conference nine have thus disgraced themselves, wounded 
the cause, and compelled us to expel them from the minis- 
try and the Church. I am unspeakably happy, however, 
to announce that all but one of the nine al'terward gave 
evidence of deep repentance, and again found a Lome and 
oonsolution in the Church they had so greatly wounded. 
Some of them were eventually restored to the ministry, but 
they have never regained the position and influence from 
Vhioii they fell. 

My beloved brethren and eons in the Gospel, I know you 
11 receive a word of eshortatlon from me on this intcrest- 
g occasion. Let brotherly love continue; be not envious 
,of each other's talents, or positions, or influence, but strivo 
together in love, as also ye do, each esteeming others better 
than himself, and he that is ambitious to be the greatest, 
let him be willing to be servant of all. Deal kindly with 
those who have worn themselves out in the work. And the 
widows and orphans of those who have died in the work; 
■ee to it that they are cared for. You yourselves will be 
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aged by and by. or if called from your sphere of labor here, 
you will leave families to be cared for by jour brethren; 
let your kindaeas to the aged and sympathiea with the be- 
reaved be Gucb as you desire may be lueted out to yoQ and 
yours. Give your bestenergieB and tbouglita to the work in 
which you are engaged. Never let your work as Methodist 
traveling preachers be subordinate to any thing else. Lite- 
rature, politics, and mo ney- making are all proper iu their 
place; but all of them sadly oat of place when they become 
the primary matters of solicitude or attention upon the part 
of a Methodist itinerant. Finally, brethren, be true to llie 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the Church through 
whose insti'uuientalily you have been saved and made what 
you are. Meu of splendid parts have deserted anil gone oK 
from our communion, thinkiug to better their condition; 
few of them but would have gladly come back again ooaiU 
they have hoped to wipe out the past and regain whut they 
hud forfeited. Cling t<i the Bible and book of Cisciplioe, 
and keep your hearts richly baptised with the Holy Ghost, 
aod then a glorious future awaits you us indivldaala and as 
a Conference. Brethren, the task you assigned me upon 
this oocasion is about done, and yet my heart is full. It is 
possible, as I intimutcd in the beginning, that some of yon 
may live to participate in another meeting like thia, when 
another half century shall have passed. I shall not. If, 
however, disembodied spirits are permitted to return to earth 
to mingle with those they have loved, and in whose snccess 
tliey feel interested, then may I come back fifty years hence 
to see the labors you shall have done, and the victories joa 
shall have gained through the grace of Jesus Christ. 

May the peace of God, which pnsseth all understanding, 
abide with you forever ! Amen. 
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iT was the good fortune of the speaker to commence his 
itinerant career at an eventful period of the liistory of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. It wos in the year of our 
Lord 1816, the middle year of the just closing first cen- 
tury of American Methodism. That year some of her 
grandest historical 'characters were just passing away, and 
some of her grandest institutions for the aecomptislimcnt 
of her mission were about coming into existence. During 
that year her Aahurj, and Jesse Lee, and George Shadford 
closed their pilgrimage and labors; and within th:ec years 
from that date her Bible and Missionary Society and her 
Tract Society were organized — societies that were dealiued 
to become mighty agencies in carrying forward the work of 
the Church. As that year (1816) was the closing year of 
the first half-century of American Methodism, it may be 
well to pause and spend a few moments in contemplating 
the departure of those moral heroes whose personal narra- 
tive makes up so much of the history of the times in which 
they lived. 

Bishop Asbury'a eventful history, which had extended 
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th rough fifty-five years of ministerial labor, forty-five of 
waich he had spent in this country, was now about to close. 
In the Spring of that year he reached Richmond, Virginia, 
having traveled in his private carriage from Tennessee, 
through South and North Carolina. Worn by fatigue and 
reduced by disease, his friends saw that his end was near. 
They entreated him to spare himself from further labor. 
The heroic man said he desired ouce more to deliver his 
testimony in Bichmond. Unable either to walk or to stand, 
he was assisted from his carriage to the pulpit, and seated 
on a table that had been prepared for that purpose. His 
text was Romans ix, 28 : '^ He will finish his work and cut 
it short in righteousness, because a short work will the Lord 
make upon the earth." His debility was such that he was 
compelled to make frequent pauses in the course of his ser- 
mon, yet the audience was much affected by the manner in 
which he delivered his solemn message, but much more with 
his appearance, venerable with age, standing on the borders 
of eternity, pale and tremulous with debility, while the 
deep intonations of his commanding voice, rising with the 
grandeur of his subject, gave a solemnity to the whole scene 
of the most impressive character. Having so faithfully de- 
livered his last message, he lingered only a few days. On 
the 31st of March his friends saw that he was dying, and 
asked him if he had any communications to make. He 
replied that "he had fully expressed his mind in relation 
to the interests of the Church to Bishop M'Kendree, and 
had nothing to add." How sublime that answer! Those 
whose lives have been of religious leisure are apt to be in 
a hurry when they come to die — much to do, and little 
time in which to do it. But those who, like Wesley and 
Asbury, have made life wonderful with its religious enter- 
prises and activities, when they come to die, have calmness, 
and leisure, and rest, on the borders of eternity. Sitting 
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in his chair, without a struggle or a groan, he passeil from 
earth to rejoin his companions who had preoeded liitu to 
the Gharch triumphant. He had Been the Methodist Church 
on the con^i^ent grow from a membei-ahip of 1,160 to that 
of 224,853. 

In the Autumn of that year the Ohio Conference met at 
liouisville, Kentucky. A goodly band of young men stood 
ady to fill up the ranks which had been thinned by death 
d locations. The following preachers were received on 
trial r Thomas A. Morris, John C. Brooke, Stephen Spur- 
lock, Eira Boolh, Samuel Glaze, William Holdraan, William 
Westlake, Samuel Baker, John Linville, Daniel D. Davis- 
William Wiiliama, SamncI Demint, Thomas Carr, and 
n Peter — fourteen. There not being enough, however, 
to supply the work, Rey. Jacob Young, presiding elder of 
Muskingum district, called me out, and sent me to as- 
■eist Rev. John Summerville, on the Letart Falls circuit, 
g, inexperienced, and trembling, I responded to the 
ions, and started forth in the name of the Lnrd to do 
jest I could. The race which I then commenced I 
been enabled, by the blessing nf God, to continue for 
Efly ye-irs, and now, a monument of God's mercy, am heie 
witness the closing up of the first and the commencement 
'of the second century of American Methodism. At that 
'time the Ohio Conference had about sixty-seven preacher,", 
■nd the territory embraced Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, and 
parts of Virginia and Pennsylvania. Within the same 
iMunda there are now some ten or twelve Conferences and 
than one thousand traveling preachers. There were 
then in the hounds of what now constitutes the Ohio Con- 
ference two districts, arranged and supplied as follows : 

Miislniigum D/sfriW— Jacob Young, presiding elder. Le- 
fsrt Falls, John Summerville, John Stewart as supply; 
Fturficld, James Quino, Johu Bi'Mahon; Zaneeville, John 
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Waterman, Thomas Carr; Marietta, CorDelius Springer, 
Thomas A. Morris; Knox, Sbadrach Buark. 

Scioto District — David Young, presiding elder. Picka- 
way, Michael Ellis, Samuel Brown ; Paint Creek, Jacob 
Hooper, William Westlake ; Scioto, Thomas Sewell, Robert 
W. Finley; Columbus, William Swayze, Simon Peter; Brush 
Creek, Elijah Truitt; Salt Creek, John Tevis; Deer Creek, 
Charles Waddle, Samuel Glaze. 

I have omitted from the list the charges that lay outside 
of our present Conference bounds, and have inserted the 
names of the supplies as far as they are known to me. 
When you called your roll at the opening of this Confer- 
ence, I listened attentively, but though you called over one 
hundred and fifty names, yet except my own I heard not 
one of the names that I have just read in your hearing. 
One other is still living, who is now the senior Bishop of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church ; but with that exception 
my old comrades in arms have all gone home — elders, dea- 
cons, licentiates — they have all gone. The same year, and 
only about a month after the decease of Bishop Asbury, 
the General Conference met in Baltimore, and now for the 
first time in its history did the superintendency of Ameri- 
can Methodism devolve solely on native American hands. 
Asbury had come forty-five years before, a missionary sent by 
Wesley, and had given his noble life, with all its energies, 
to the work of founding and building up the Church on 
this continent. He had outlived most of his co-laborers, 
and now he, the last and greatest, had left the battle to be 
fought by others. 

The delegates from the Ohio Conference to the General 
Conference were James Quinn, Charles Holliday, Marcus 
Lindsay, Jacob Young, Samuel Parker, Isaac Quinn, David 
Young, John Sale, and Benjamin Lakin, all of them giants 
in their day. They assisted in electing Enoch George and 
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Robert B. Roberts to strengthen the Episcopacy, which then 
had but one member, the saintly M'Kendree, and he in very 
feeble health. 

The Bishops elected, and our delegates who assisted in 
eleeting them, are all gone, and now, doubtless, mingle to- 
gether in the sublimer enjoyments of the better world ; 
poEsibly to-day as ministering spirits interested in this Cen- 
tenary jubilee, they may mingle with us, rejoicing in the 
results of one common toil. For so it is, the workmen who 
in their day seem to be essential to the continuance of tho 
work are called home, but the work goes forward, steadily, 
HWely, grandly it goes forward. As I stand here to-day, 
calling up the memories of the half century that has passed 
since 1 entered the itinerant field, and jrlanco down through 
the vista of the on-coming century, I can hardly lell which in- 
terej'ls me most. I think of what God has wrought for Meth- 
odism throaghcmt the world during the past century, and I 
feel lo "(el! of the glory of his kingdom, nnd talk of his 
power," My heart grows warm as I antedate the possibili- 
ties of the fnture, and I cry out, "Awake, awake, put on 
thy strength, Zioa, put on thy beautiful garments." If 
we and our successors sufficiently appreciate the available 
strength and responsibility of the Methodist Episcopal 
Chnrch, and wil! be true to our mission, our future will 
eclipse in grand results even the magnificent achievements 
of the past. The study of her history demonstrates that 
she has wielded wonderful strength ; an eiamination of her 
genius, polity, and ecclesiastical enterprises, shows that she 
has large resourcea of strength upon which to draw at pleas- 
ure ; these resources indicate her responsibility, nnd call for 
a girding nf herself with all her possible strength for an- 
other campaign of a hundred years. Had Methodism Dot 
possessed strength she could not have extended her lines 
■gaioat active and constant opposition, till her standards aro 



plantc<] on all the populous portiona of this cODtinent; sbe 
could not liave planted and suHtained misaionary stations on 
all the contiueata of the globe; she coutd not have erected 
on this ooiitinent 9,922 church buildings, building them 
during a portion of the time at the rate of one every day. 
She could not have founded 77 seminaries and 25 colleges 
and universities ; she could not have gathered into tier fold 
928,320 members, and into the vuriona branches of the 
Methodist family on this continent and the neighboring 
islands 1,986,420 communicants, and into her congregstions 
nearly 8,000,000 of people. Wherein has she this great 
strength? and where are the sources of her strength? Are 
they not found, Srst, in her discipline, or Methodism; sec- 
ond, in the activity of her laborers, and (hat peculiar feat- 
ure of her economy — the great itinerant wheel — which puts 
and keeps the entire host in operation; third, in the intel- 
ligence of her membership, and her multitudinous appliances 
for the diBseraination of knowledge among the members and 
the people; fourth, in the pure Gospel she always has, and 
always proposes to carry on all her banners, and publish to 
all her people; fifth, in the vital piety or holiness which 
she teaches as attainable, and which she urges upon all her 
people as indispensable to the fulfillment of her mission as 
a Church and people ? 

Allow me to spend a few minutes in illustrating these po- 

1. We have intimated that one of the secrets of the 
strength of our Zion, and one of the resources of her 
strength, is found in her discijilijie, that drill and discipline 
of her membership and ministry which enables her to marshal 
and direct and use her energies to the best advantage. 
Method! sit, so called at first, by their enemies, sarcastically, 
because of their methodical way of doing their work, drilled 
UioiiuKilvcs and disciplined their suocessors in the docirine 
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ind practice of each, doing vork in the station and in the 
manner that the proper Church authorities should direct. 
Her muster-roll was called each week at the class- meeting. 
The absenlees were mal-ked, and then the leader himself or 
other memhera of the class detailed by the leader, hunted 
up the absentees, that they might be comforted if sick, 
brought back if stragglers, eourt-innrtialed if deserters. In 
a well-disciplined army, the officer in command needs only 
to give the order, "Take that battery," and the division 
receiving the command marches forward with fixed bayonets, 
and if the work is practicable the battery is taken; so has 
the Methodist Episcopal Church pulled down strongholds, 
and secured brilliant sueceascs in eonscqoence of this dis- 
cipline of her army. Loyal to authority, her members have 
responded to her class- leaders, her leaders to her pastors, 
her pastors to her presiding elders, her presiding elders to 
her bishops, her bishops to the General Conference, and all 
to the Captain of our saWation — the great Head of the 
Church. 

This discipline has never been irksome or galling to the 
speaker, but he has found the yoke of Methodism to be 
easy, and its burden to be light. In 1814 his name was 
placed upon her muster-roll by that efficient recruiting offi- 
cer, Kev, Marcus Lindsey. Never by any selection or 
electioneering of his own, but in response to the recognized 
voice of Church authority, he served the Church suc- 
cessively as class -steward, el ass- leader, ezhorter, local 
preacher, junior preacher, preacher in charge, and presid- 
ing older. Though I feel that I have unworthily filled the 
different stations assigned, yet by the blessing of God I 
have so filled them that no official censure is on record 
against me, and think I may say with sincerity, that with sin- 
gleness of aim I have endeavored during that long period to 
endaro hardness as a good eoldicr. It ts doabtloM to this 
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spirit of loyalty to Church authority, occupying carefully 
and faithfully the positions assigned to the members and 
ministers, severally, that we have heretofore, and shall here- 
after, attribute much of our success. 

2. We have intimated that the secret of success is found 
in great part in the activity of her workers, and that one of 
the resources of her strength is found in that feature of her 
economy, the great itinerant wheel, which puts the whole 
host in motion. We have had illustrations in the history 
of our own country, that an army may be thorough in its 
discipline, and yet maintain a masterly inactivity, spending 
its time and energies in the exercise and parade of its drill- 
manual, but carefully avoiding any forward movement. The 
hosts of Methodism were never organized for garrison duty. 
Wesley, in the Old World, and Asbury in this, proposed the 
occupancy of the world-wide parish in the shortest possible 
time. Hence they ordered constant movement, and that 
constant movement a movement of the whole army, a for- 
ward movement; nothing less than the conquest of the 
world for Christ was the aim, and each individual soldier 
was expected to be at the post of duty, and to do his full 
part in the campaign. It is said that during the late rebell- 
ion one of the commanding officers telegraphed to the Lieu- 
tenant-General, saying, " If we push the enemy I think we 
can take him; what shall we do?" Back over the tele- 
graphic wire flashed the prompt and laconic reply, " Push." 
But no standard-bearer in the hosts of Methodism, under 
such circumstances, ever needs to telegraph to a superior 
officer for instructions ; when he received his comnaission he 
received a special charge and standing orders to "push the 
enemy and take him." Wherever there is a stronghold of 
Satan, pu^h and take it; wherever there is a rebel against 
the government of God, push and capture him; wherever 
there is a benighted heathen, push and rescue him. This 
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ihe regardi) indeed as maruhbg order No. 1, isBued more 
' than one thousand eight hundred years ago, bj the Chief 
Oaptain, when he aaid, "Go ye into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature. He that bejieveth aad 
. is baptised tshall be Eiived; he that believeth oat shall be 
kdntnoed." Id respouse to this order the general Huperin- 
Flendeats strike their teots aod start upon the grand cam- 
' paiga. They sound the marching orders down the lines 
through the presiding elders to the pastors, and they to the 
leaders and members, and the vast army, cavalry und in- 
fantry, throughout the mighty host, are moving to the charge. 
How rapid and resistless has been this movement let rec- 
ords of the past and the position of to-day declare. You 
will pardon the weakness, if weakness it be, of an aged 
itineraot, in glancing over the march of half a century in 
this army. In 1816 Jacob Young, then in the strength of 
early manhood, and a fearless and successful champion, 
ordered me to push the battle, a junior preacher on Letart 
Falls circuit; a circuit, however, of twenty-five appointments, 
and spreading over what now constitutes eleven pastoral 
charges. Beardless boy as I was, I packed my clothing and 
library into my saddle-baga, mounted my horse, and started. 
I have had the honor of traveling thirty circuits — ^aix of 
them only six months each — and five distriete — two of them 
only one year each; these I found in seven of the States. 

The circuits have usually been large ones, the largest 
having thirty-five appointments, and the whole list averag- 
ipg twenty appointments to a circuit. If I had indulged 
in an estimate of my journeyings and labors during the 
half century, it is not to glorify myself, but in honor of 
th&t ecclesiastical system which so successfully keeps the 
wheela of its pastoral machinery in motion, I find, upon 
calculating the geographical boundaries of ray several Gelds 
of labor and the number of preaching- places, and making 



an estimate of the ingathering of souls on those charges, 
the following-fesultsi 1 have traveled uot te^s than 161,000 
miles, mostly on horseback; a journey which, if o on tin nous! y 
pursued around the world, would have taken me six times 
around the planet, and I should now be 11,300 miles, or 
nearly half-way round again. I have preached in the reg- 
nlar course of my appointments not less than 9,476 times, 
Were I to add sermons preached at protracted meetings 
and funerals, and occasional sermons, the number would be 
raaoh larger; and, best of all, I have had the honor of wel- 
coming into the Church of my choice not less than 5,000 
aouU. After half a century I stand bleached, and stiffened, 
and scarred in the service, but I love it still. If the Chief 
Captain would so appoint, gladly would I enter with yon, 
my younger brethren, upon another fifty years' campaign. 
But this may not be, I am content to step down into the 
ranks or be placed on the retired list, and perform any serv- 
ice that any one of mj years and infirmities may be equal 
to. If I may not longer pass into the fight I may lift op 
my hands to God, praying that the great itinerant wheel so 
efficient in the past, may bo increasingly so till the oommis- 
sion is fulfilled and the world is saved. 

3. The secret of the strength of Methodism is found in 
part in the intelligence of her membership, and one of the 
resources of her strength is her multitudinous appliances 
i'or the dissemination of knowledge among the people. It 
is true that when I entered the itinerant field we had not 
on this continent a single college, or seminary, or AdvocaUi, 
or Sabbath -school library, or large catalogue of books of 
our own publishing. But even then we had in every 
place where we planted our standards organized societies 
or classes, the work of whose members was to assist each 
other in obtaining tho clearest and most thorough theo- 
retical and experimental knowledge of the plan of salvation. 
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kXfhat books we bad were aound and solid — each preacher 
regarded it as a part of his regular work to supply the 
people with such hooka as would make them intelligent 
Bible Christiana. I need not say that the Methodists in 
those daja, though without colleges for the laity and Bib- 
lical schools for the miniatrj, were able to give a reason for 
the hope that waa ia them with a clearness and power that 
astonished and convinced their hearers. But they were not 
indifferent to these agencies with which Ood has so greatly 
blessed qb in these later times. While I was on Fairfield 
circuit, in 181S, (he Methodist Magazine, which still con- 
tJDues under the name of Quarterly Review, was issued. In 
1823 a youth's paper was started;' in 1826 the Advocatfl 
and Journal, the parent of the Advocate family, which now 
coant their subscribers by hundreds of thousands and their 
readers by millions. The Book Concern, which had com- 
menced in the early history of the Church upon a few hun- 
dred dollars borrowed from one of her members, had been 
gradually and noiselessly growing up among the publishing 
houses of the country, sending out her childhood literature 
and solid theological works for laymen and ministers, till 
to-day it stands the largest religious publishing -house be- 
longing to any denomination on this or any other continent. 
I It has an aggregate capital of 3837,000, and the Agents in 
r ttie last quadrennial report made an exhibit of sales for the 
' last four years of «1,200,000. Who can tell how much of 
power ia available to the Church through the more than 
thirty presses which are throwing off her milliona of pages 
and papers? While her book and periodical interests have 
been developing, she has also given attention to seoular 
education. 
H All our efforts to establish institutions of learning during 
■ the first half century of our history proved to be failures, 
lyot, indeed, till 1823 did we make a successful effort in 



1. 



J 



that direction. But the BUCDeaHfal founding of Augusta 
College, in Augusta, Kentucky, was followed by an enter- 
prise and success that has known no parallel in any age or 
couDtry. In forty-three years she has founded one hundred 
and two seminaries, colleges, and universities, posBessing 
endowmeuts and other property to the amount of 83,055,000. 
Thus, since she really entered upon this work, has she 
founded institutions of learning at the rale of more than 
one for eyery six months. Now she proposes, as a grand 
Centenary offering, to accumulate a connectional ednca- 
tional fund which may greatly add to the magnitude of the 
source of strength. 

There is still to be added to these appliances for the 
spread of denominational and general Christian intelligence 
her great Sunday-school system. Her Sunday-School Union 
was organized in 1827, eleven years after I entered the 
work. Its growth has heen amazing, and its accomplish- 
ments wonderful. It now reports 13,400 schools, 150,000 
teachers and officers, and 918,000 scholars, 19,000 of whom 
were reported aa converted during the year preceding the 
laat printed report. There are in her libraries 2,529,000 
volumes of books, and these schools are supplied every two 
weeks with 260,000 Sunday-School Advocates. And what 
must thrill every Christian heart with joy and thanksgiving 
in this report, is the item that within eighteen years last 
past 2S5,000 have been converted in connection with the 
Sab bath -schools of our Church. These statistics need no 
comment. Here in great part is the secret of our success 
and the resource of our strength. Her class- meetings for 
instruction in matters of experience ; her Sabbath -schools, 
seminaries, and colleges, for her children and youth - and 
her great Advocate family and publishing house for dl, 
present a stupendous system — a system of appliances for 
sending light and influence every-where. 
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■ 4. The secret of her success haa been, in great part, 
I Aland in the fact thut she has ailhered with tenacity tj] the 
H pure teachiag of the Qospel, and has given its vitalizing 
m -tenths constant prominence. 

W At the time that Methodism arose the creed of the Es- 
tablished Church of Great Britain, as preached, differed 
widely from her faith as found in her books. Wesley 
iband the pure doctrines of the Bible in the standard au- 
B of the Church and preached them; but they were new 
doctrines to many of the Established clergy. How remark- 
j»bly this is true may appear from the following extract 
an English Review, edited by a clergyman of the 
'.Church of England at the time that Wesley and helpers 
were having such grand success in leading the people to the 
■Bavior, The article from which I quote was on the causes 
of the "increase of Methodism." It presents the following 
grave charges against the Methodists: 

"1. The Methodists believe in a special Providence, 2. 
.They believe in internal emotions wrought by the Spirit of 
God; that is, that the Spirit of God does produce spiritual 
.emotions in the heart. 3. They are opposed to theaters, call- 
ing them hot-beds of vice, and to cards, dancing, and par- 
f pleasure. 4. They preach salvation by faith alone, 
and not by the works of righteousness. 5. Tbcy are desir- 
of making men more religious than the constitution of 
■htiTOan nature warrants. 6. The doctrine of the Methodists 
.ia calculated to give power and influence among the poor." 
I reviewer goes on to say, that " if this fanaticism 
continues, bappiuesa will he destroyed, reason deserted, re- 
ligion banished, and a long period of grossest immorality, 
-atheism, and debauchery will succeed." The writer was 
jnuoh at a loss to find a satisfactory plan for the 
Ais fanaticism. He rocooimonds, however, " to ply it with 
Hdicule." Either the writer was so ignorant of the faith 
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of the EstablUIicd Church ss Dot to know that the ijoetrioea 
which he charged upon Methodists were all found id the 
liturgy BS well as in the Bible, or else he waa so corrupt 
as to try to mislead the people and excite unwarranted hos- 
tility against the earnest men whn were accomplish iag a 
wonderful reformation among the people. The accaRation 
furnishes from the pen of an enemy a striking proof of the 
purity of the doctrines and the cODsist«ncy of the morals 
of the early Methodists. 

In these respects, both in the Old and New World, has 
the Churah of Wesley borne the same testimony. She hiis 
published from lier pulpits, and in her standard writings 
and current periodicals, the depravity of man's nature, 
redemption by the Lord Jesus Christ, justification by 
faith, regeneration by the operation of the Spirit, the di- 
rect witness of the Spirit t« the soul's relation to Qod, 
the completion of the work of sanetification in the full 
salvation of the soul. She has sounded the invitations 
of the Gospel to all as redeemed sinners; she has warned 
all of the danger to which they are exposed while neglect- 
ing the invitations of the Qospel ; and while she has taught 
all Christians that it is their privilege and duty to be made 
perfect in love in the present life, she has faithfully warned 
them of the danger of making shipwreck of faith and of 
failing of the grace of God. She has uniformly set forth 
Christ Jesus, the God-man, the Savior of sinners, as the 
Alpha and Omega — the beginning and the end — the foun- 
dation and top-stone of faith, and hope, and joy. Her 
trumpets have given no feeble or uncertain sound. 

In the year 1833 Melville B. Cox carried these doctrines 
to AfVica, and after planting the banner of the Gospel truth 
firmly, be laid his bones beneath the sods of that dietant 
continent, connecting forever the heart of the Church with 
the salvation of the millions of Africa. In 1833 Joson 
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Lee aod others carried these doctrines to the Flathead In- 
dia.DB, beyond the Koclcy Mountains. Her sons and daugh- 
ters have carried these doctrines to China and India, and 
to the decaying Churches of the land of Luther and the Re- 
formers, Her great army of itinerants at home have sounded 
them from mouutain to mountain, from valley to valley, 
from prairie to prairie, over all this wide continent — all 
preaching Christ Jesus; in him a present, free, and full sal- 
vation ; without him, no salvation at all. For a time tho 
opposition of those who advocated predestination and limited 
atonement was active and positive. But long since that 
oonflict has virtually ended, and nearly all the preachers of 
tho Gospel in these States join in sounding the "whosoever" 
invitation in every pulpit and every place. It is a faet that 
has challenged attention and admiration, that while no other 
branch of the Church has been as lenient in doctrinal 
requisitions for Church membersbip, no other branch of 
the Church has had such unity of faith among her members, 
and such freedom from doctrinal wranglings and schisms. 
As she has not been ashamed of the Gospel, "which is the 
power of God unto salvation," so the Author of the Gos- 
pel has not been ashamed of her, and has given her won- 
derful success in the propagation of a pure faith. 

5. The secret of her strength has been found in part in 
her adherence to the doctrine of holiness, and the distinct 
and earnest manner in which she has urged its CKperieucc 
upon all her members as being attainable in the present 
life, and as being the duty of all ministers and members, as 
■ Ik preparation for the successful accomplishment of their 
rasion. 

In the primitive Church, the disciples, by the command 

' the Master, tarried at Jerusalem to be endued with 

wer from on high. So did Mr. Wesley and his early co- 

pborers tarry for the same baptism. In the Conference of 
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1765, a little more than one hundred years ago, Mr. Wes- 
ley asks the question, What was the rise of Methodism? 
and answers the question thus : ^' In 1729 my brother aod 
I read the Bible; saw inward and outward holiness therein; 
followed after it, and incited others to do so. In 1737 we 
saw that holiness comes by faith. In 1738 we saw that we 
must be justified before we are sanctified; but still holiness 
was our point — inward and outward holiness, God then 
thrust us out to raise up a holy people.'' The writings of 
Mr. Wesley and other early Methodists furnish frequent 
illustrations of the earnestness with which the people sought 
this experience and the zeal with which the preachers urged 
it, and of the pentecostal baptbm which they from time to 
time received. January 1, 1739, Messrs. Ingham, White- 
field, Charles Wesley, and about sixty others, at a confer- 
ence with Mr. Wesley at Fetter-Lane, about three o'clock in 
the morning, while they continued instant in prayer, the 
power of God came mightily upon them, insomuch that 
many cried out for exceeding joy, and many fell to the 
ground. As soon as they recovered a little from the awe 
and amazement which the presence of the Divine Majesty 
had inspired, they thus broke out with one voice, saying, 
" We praise thee, God ; we acknowledge thee to be the 
Lord." Whitefield records a conference of some seven of 
these " despised Methodist " preachers not long after. They 
continued in prayer till three o'clock, and then departed 
with the full conviction that ^'God was about to do great 
things among us." How gloriously that "full conviction" 
has been realized, is shown in the remarkable biographies 
of such private members as William Carvosso and Hester 
Ann Rogers, and such ministers as Fletcher and a host of 
others. 

The Church has never retired this doctrine from its 
promioent position, or lowered the standard set up at the 
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ipning. Doubtless her continoona revivalB for a century 
a half are largely attributable to this. There is Bome- 
thing in holiness that profoundly impresses the world. 
When the hearer is penetrated with the conviction that the 
one who prays, or preaches, or exhorts is really holy, or is 
groaning after holiness, the prayer, the aertnoD, the oshor- 
tatioQ IB clothed with power. 

The world may be entertained by the sweet-toned instru- 
ntept, delighted by the gold en -tongue d preacher, and influ- 
eooed in some re^jpccts by wealth and social position ; but 
if there is no soil of holiness underlying it all ; no spirit 
of holiness permeating it nil ; no inspiration of holiness in- 
spiring it all, it will fail to assault succegsfully the citadel 
of the soul. But where these really are, God will be recog- 
nized, and the presence and power of his Church confessed. 

Thank God I the fire of holiness still flames upon the 

lara of Methodism. Her hosts still sing the holiness- 
inspiring lyrics of Charles Wesley ; they still utter prayers 
panting after holiness as did the sainted Fletcher. Her 
ministers still recognize it as the mission of Methodism to 
spread Scripture holiness over all lands. The class-leader 
presses it upon the members in the social meetings. And 
as each candidate for holy orders stands before the Confer- 
ence the Bishop asks him whether he is groaning after full 
redemption, and whether he expects to be made perfect in 
thia life ? 

In this position of the Church touching the doctrine and 
experience of holiness is doubtless fouud, in great part, the 
secret of her success, and here will continue to be the hid- 
ings of her power. 

I must now hasten to close. We have glanoed briefly at 
if the facta of the past of Methodism. Wo are not 
ashamed of her history. Distinguished divines of other 
communions have been lavish in their praises of our cnt«r- 
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prises and success, and illustrious statesmen have pro- 
nounced glowing eulogies upon our denomination. Dr. 
Chalmers pronounced Methodism to be " Christianity in 
earnest;" and the lamented Lincoln publicly recognized the 
Methodist Episcopal Church as leading the Churches of the 
nation in patriotism and prayers. But let us be careful 
that we be not exalted above measure. Do all who carry 
the name of Methodist bring credit to that name? Are 
there not some who ignore the class-meeting, and are 
strangers to the prayer-meeting ? Are there not some who 
give themselves irregularly and reluctantly, if at all, to the 
labor of the Sabbath-school? Are there not some who de- 
vote but little if any of their money to the support of the 
Methodist press or pulpit, or the educational or missionary 
enterprises of the Church? Would that each member of 
the Church, while reading her wonderful history, would in- 
quire, "What have I done to bring about these grand re- 
sults ?" And if there is any one who has been a clog, upon 
the wheel instead of a spoke in it, who has been a hinder- 
ance instead of a help, let such a one lay it to heart. 
Methodists will not be commended in the great day for 
what Methodism has done, but each individual will be com- 
mended or condemned in proportion as the individual has 
been faithful or false to responsibility. Had all our min- 
isters and members fully met their covenant obligations, 
our showing would have been far beyond what it is to-day. 
We will leave this train of thought for those to whom it 
may be appropriate. 

We are about to step upon the threshold of the second 
century of American Methodism. Not one of you, my 
brethren, will live to see its close. The majority of you 
will close your labors before it has run one-fourth of its 
course. I can hardly hope more than to see its commence- 
ment ; and yet each of us in fancy casts the horoscope of 
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the century, and we see the leeming millions that shall people 
continent in 196C. lo less than forty jenrs, according 
io the culculalions of one Church historian, more than one 
Lodrecl millions of souls will people this land — a popula- 
m equal to the present aggregate population of England, 
trance, Switzerland, Spain, Portugal, Sweden, and Denmark, 
about sixty-six years, says the same writer — Stevens's 
lEtent. Vol,, p. 227— this mighty mass of people will have 
fcwollen to the stupendons aggregate of 246,000,000, equal- 
ing the present population of all Europe. We shall not 
Tollow these calcuiationa further, but raise the question, 
Shall we as a Church keep pace with this coming popula- 
1Son7 If such fond auticipations are realized, it will be 
liecause you and your successors are faithful to your trust. 
^e heir to fortune having received it without sacrifice or 
«ffort upon his part, frequently settles down to its enjoy- 
inent, and not only fails to add to his inheritance, but scat- 
tors it. It may be so with our suceesHors. Out earnest 
knd powerful ministrations may die down into pompous dull 
formalities, such as the Church Establishment of England 
in the days of Wesley, as compared with the ministry 
bf Latimer, and Cranmer, ond Kidley ; such may be the 
Methodist ministry of 1966 as compared with its gushing, 
■Joyous, and powerful laborers of to-day. If we would write 
icess" upon the history of the oncoming century, let 
dhere steadfastly to our doctrines, and our Discipline. 
We should cling to our doctrines because they are the 
'ifitalizing truths of the Gcospel ; we should cling to our Dis- 
idpline, because a hundred years of trial has demonstrated 
Its wonderful adaptation and efficiency. 

is with hesitancy and trembling, my brethren, that I 
detain you with a single word of exhortation ; and yet, if I 
do not do it now, it is not probable that I shall ever here- 
. My life-work is nearly done— would that it had been 
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done better I yet such is my reliance upon the atonement or 
mj Savior, and such my anticipations of the continued snc- 
cesses that shall crown your labors, that I am ready to say 
with Simeon, "Now lettest thou thy servant depart id peace, 
for mieo eyes have seen thy saivation." My soul pants and 
prays that the successes of the nest century shall be much 
more abundnnt than those of the past ; and surely this 
centenary year gives rich promise of it, What sweeping 
revivals, nhat extraordinary ingatherings, what extensive 
liberality has marked this year of jubilee I Since I put my 
pen to paper in the preparation of this discourse, thousands 
have joined the Church, and millions of dollars have been 
laid on her altars as a thank-offering, by her grateful peo- 
ple. One of our eloquent Bishops, catching the inspiration 
of those facts, eiclaims, " I wish I had the power to bring 
before this congregation the grandeur of the position. Why, 
sir, we have a million of soldiers in the Qeld ; we have 
another million of cadets in our Sunday-schools; we have 
thirteen thousand recruiting stations and eight thousand re- 
cruiting officers. There is not a district or circuit between 
the two oceans that is not organized and moving in the 
work. Why, sir, in this organization there is a power to 
move the world; and when this marshaled host shall make 
their stately steppings on the earth, depend upon it they 
will shake the very gates of hell." (Bishop Janes.) 

And now, my brethren, if our responsibility is to be meas- 
ured by our ability, the summit on which we stand to-day, 
while the eyes of earth, and heaven, and betl are upon us, 
Is awful as well as glorious. Let us not forget that it was 
upon that high and holy place, the " pinnacle of the tem- 
ple," that Satan thrust sorely at our Master. 

May the blessing of the God of Wesley and of Aabury 
abide in your habitations and your sanctuaries through all 
the generations to come! Amen I 



